OEH - Report on Site Verification Certificate

DP&E Application No. 14_6636

Project Name: Rix’s Creek Mine

Proponents Name: Rix’s Creek Pty Ltd

Proponents Address: PO Box 4 East Maitland NSW 2323

OEH Reference:

s}

Date application and data received by OEH: 5/8/2014

Date report dispatched to DP&E:
Summary of Project:.

Rix's Creek Mine (the Mine) of Rix’s Creek Pty Limited, is owned and operated by
Bloomfield Collieries Pty Limited (Bloomfield). The Mine is an open cut coal mine
approximately 5 km north-west of Singleton in the Hunter Valley Coalfields of NSW. The
Mine currently produces approximately 1.5 million tonnes per annum (Mtpa) of product coal
from its existing operations. Bloomfield is seeking approval for the Rix's Creek Continuation
of Mining Project (the Project), which relates to the continued operation of the existing open
cut coal mine. The Project would allow the Mine to continue to operate as an open cut mine,
accessed via its existing infrastructure facilities. The Project seeks to extend the life of the
existing open cut mining operation at Rix’s Creek until approximately 2037. The continuation
of mining operations will extend in a north-westerly direction and require a modification to
Mine -Lease 1432 for an out of pit dump. The continuation of operations will use the existing
mine access, Coal Handling and Preparation Plant, coal stockpiling and rail
facilities.

As part of the Director-General’'s Requirements (DGRs) issued for the Rix’s Creek
Continuation of Mining Project (SSD 13_6300) on 3 March 2014, a BSAL Verification was
required over the 245.4 ha Assessment Area for the out of pit overburden emplacement
area.

OEH received documents supporting the SVC application from DP&E on the 31% July, 2014
and accompanying site observation data (BSAL data cards) on the 5" August 2014, which
enabled OEH to commence the SVC assessment.

This document undertakes a review of data supplied as part of the Rix's Creek Mine
14_6636 SVC application against the /nterim Protocol for Site Verification and Mapping of
Biophysical Strategic Agricultural Land (BSAL). OEH provides the following advice in respect
of the Rix’s Creek 14_6636 SVC application.




OEH Advice to DP&E:

Applicant’s soil and land data appears consistent with the protocol for site

protocol for site verification and mapping of biophysical strategic agricultural land

verification and mapping of biophysical strategic agricultural land Yes
Applicant’s soil and land data appears consistent with OEH soil survey knowledge Yes
and existing soil and landscape data of the general area

Applicant’s project area, or part thereof, is likely to contain BSAL according to the No

Approved by:

Brian Jenkins, Senior Team Leader, Assessment
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