OEH - Report on Site Verification Certificate

DP&E Application No. 14_6609, Second Supplementary Report
Project Name : Moolarben Coal Mine

Proponents Name: Moolarben Coal (part of the Yancoal Australia Group)

Proponents Address: 4250 Ulan Road, Ulan NSW 2850

OEH Reference:
Date application received by OEH: 6/3/2015

Date report dispatched to DP&E:

Summary of Project:. The Moolarben Coal Mine open cut and underground coal mining
operation is located approximately 40 kilometres north of Mudgee in the Mid-Western local
government area and is part of the broader Western Coalfields of New South Wales (NSW).
Moolarben Coal Operations Pty Ltd (MCO) is the operator of the Moolarben Coal Mine on
behalf of the Moolarben Joint Venture (Moolarben Coal Mines Pty Ltd [MCM], Sojitz
Moolarben Resources Pty Ltd and a consortium of Korean power companies. MCO and
MCM are wholly owned subsidiaries of Yancoal Australia Limited. The Moolarben Coal Mine
was approved by the Minister in 2007, and started operating in 2010. Along with the Ulan
and Wilpinjong mines it forms part of a large coal mining complex in the region.

Moolarben Coal Mine is seeking a Site Verification Certificate for lands located wholly within
Exploration Licence 6288 (the Study Area). The Study Area comprises an area of
approximately 770 ha (OEH calculation) and is located immediately adjacent to MCM'’s
existing Mining Leases 1606, 1628 and 1605.

OEH received the documents supporting the original SVC application from DP&E on the 17"
July, 2014 and accompanying site observation data (BSAL data cards) on the 22" July,
2014 which enabled OEH to carry out an SVC assessment. In response to this assessment,
and further supporting advice from OEH, the proponent submitted a supplementary
application on 3" December 2014 with an additional report and supporting soil profile
descriptions and laboratory soil data. Further supplementary information was supplied on
16" December 2014 and on the 6" March, 2015.

This document undertakes a review of the supplementary report and associated data to the
Moolarben SVC 14_6609 application against the Inferim Protocol for Site Verification and

Mapping of Biophysical Strategic Agricultural Land (BSAL). OEH provides the following

advice in respect of the supplementary Moolarben SVC application.

OEH Advice to DP&E:

Applicant’s soil and land data appears consistent with the Interim Protocol for

site verification and mapping of biophysical strategic agricultural land Yes




Data provided
generally concurs
with OEH data
and knowledge of
the area

Applicant’s soil and land data appears consistent with OEH soil survey
knowledge and existing soil and landscape data of the general area

Applicant’s project area, or part thereof, is likely to contain BSAL according to
the protocol for site verification and mapping of biophysical strategic
agricultural land

Unlikely to contain
BSAL

Approved by:

(8 March 2015

Brian Jenkins, Senior Team Leader, Assessment
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