
Sydney’s Sustainable Housing & Integrated Transport Strategy 
A ‘Fast West Metro’ + Very High Speed Trains (VHST) to support affordable housing in the Bays Precinct & outer suburbs 

* davidthorp.net/transport-plan/sydney-metro-hst 
 
 Auction higher density development permits in CBD and at other better-connected locations near new or increased capacity public transport services 
 Support population & economic growth with fiscally sustainable investment; save > $10 bn (ex. VHST) vs current metro, light rail & motorway plans 

Parramatta stations 
underground  

HSR replaces 
Parramatta light rail 

Fast West Metro route to UWS 
& Parramatta via Five Dock, 
Strathfield & SOP, with branch 
from Strathfield to West / Top 
Ryde & Epping 
- share tunnel with WestConnex 

branch to Epping & NWRL + future VHST 

Future Eastern 
Suburbs Metro 

(instead of light rail) -  
extend from Central, or 

Edgecliff / Bondi 
Junction 

Convert ECRL, 
Harbour Bridge-
Inner West/ 
Bankstown lines to 
metro once new 
Epping-CBD metro 
diversion available 

Close & redevelop 
Bankstown airport  

North-West Metro under construction  
– continue Epping to CBD via Ryde 

VHST to 
Newcastle 

Originally proposed/alternative 
metro route under Victoria Road 

various VHST route options 
(300kph TGV,  
600kph Maglev  
or 1200kph Hyperloop) 

VHST to 
Canberra 

 1-deck metro: 120kph, 1 min. delay 
/ station (vs 2-3 mins current) 

 CBD rail capacity for > 50 years* 
 Higher farebox from faster, 

frequent service; replace higher-
cost Sydney Trains services. 

 CBD to Parramatta in under 20 
minutes (vs current 30-40 minutes) 
supports employment growth in 
Parramatta & Western Sydney. 

 All-stops metro west of Parramatta: 
faster service every few minutes - 
Penrith/Blacktown to CBD ≈ 50/30 
mins (current 60 mins from Penrith) 

Train System* tph Pax/hr Seats/hr 

Double deck 20 24,000 17,800 

Single deck 30 36,000 18,000 

Single deck max 30 60,000 12,000 

Metro to Five Dock  
+ branch at Leichhardt-
North (replacing light 
rail to Dulwich Hill) 

Train 
stabling 

White Bay 
metro station 

Connect at 
Martin Place 

to Eastern 
Suburbs Metro 

+ extension to 
Maroubra? 

Possible Cable Car from Star Casino / 
Pyrmont light-rail station to new Bay’s 

Precinct high-rise hotels 
then Balmain / Rozelle & beyond 

Station under Darling 
Harbour – access via 
pedestrian tunnels from 
Wynyard-Barangaroo  
& Pyrmont 

City Circle ‘broken’: 
 New metro uses existing City Circle line with 

redeveloped St James & Museum stations; 
 Trains from Wynyard turn back at Circular Quay. 

Possible metro station 
at redeveloped Rozelle 
Village / Tigers with 
footbridge over to new 
Bridge Hotel where 
buses unload & reroute 

Remove Cahill 
Expressway and 

reclaim harbour for 
underground C.Q. 

station & turn-back 

Re-route Victoria Road buses to at least halve the number of buses 
going up George Street north of Town Hall. 

Through-routing also improves cross-suburb connectivity for 
passengers to east, north & south (without interchange). 

Existing (dark) & 
potential new (light) 

pedestrian tunnels 
with travelators Potential future light-rail 

extension when Bay’s Precinct 
becomes high density (if more 
viable than ferries & walking) 

Continue on existing 
 line to new Waterloo 
station & KS Airport 

+ Randwick/Maroubra? 

Rapid install of affordable 
modular housing in Bay’s 
Precinct, then remove in 
future for higher density 
development. 

Construction access 

Develop new bus terminal 


