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24th August, 2021 

 

 

 

Thank you for providing an opportunity to comment on the Environmental Impact Statement 

(EIS) for the proposed M1 Extension to Raymond Terrace. 

 

Please find attached a brief submission on behalf of our Community Groups. 
 

We are also happy to provide further clarification or input, as required. 
 

 

Authorised by: 
 

 

 

Terry J. Lewin, on behalf of the Community Groups 

 

cc. Members of the Community Groups 

 

 

The Black Hill Environment Protection Group  and 

The Buttai Community Development Group 
 
Address:      Phone – After Hours:      (02)  4930-3172 
    Community Groups,            (02)  4930-3208 
    240 Brown’s Rd.,                Mobile:  0404439616 
    Black Hill, NSW. 2322.     E-mail:  BlackHillEPG@bigpond.com 
         or Terry.Lewin@bigpond.com 
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  (

[E-mail: BlackHillEPG@bigpond.com;  Telephone:  +61 404439616]

In most respects, members of our Community Groups strongly support the proposed M1 

upgrades – provided that genuine efforts are made to minimise impacts on the local 

environment and to protect the amenity of residents.

providing further opportunities for regional development and economic growth. 

 

Of equal importance, reducing traffic volumes and congestion on local roads will 

commercial, employment, recreational, tourism and other facilities. Hopefully, as 

claimed, the proposed M1 upgrades will also improve the overall safety and efficiency of 

the road network.  

 

e support the overall 

project vision and identified objectives (EIS, Section 15.3), which include: provision of  
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“… a flowing green corridor that integrates sensitively with the natural environment and … 

the Hunter River floodplain”; road alignments that are “… responsive and integrated with the 

landscape”; and “… an enjoyable, interesting motorway” that values “… the communities 

and towns along the road”. 

 

We also endorse efforts to “… avoid and minimise environmental and social impacts” 

(e.g., minimising impacts on coastal wetlands, utilising already-cleared land adjacent to 

existing developments, floodplain viaducts, provisions for fauna connectivity, noise 

treatments, optimising the fit with existing and proposed regional developments, and 

reducing cumulative impacts).  

 

It is also critical that the proposed design features, mitigation measures, and construction 

controls all materialise when the M1 Extension work is actually undertaken (currently 

scheduled for 2023 to 2028), and that they are not ditched in future cost cutting exercises, 

post approvals. 

 

We also request that any biodiversity offsets that arise from this project translate into 

environmental improvements elsewhere in the local area, such as additions or enhancements 

to existing conservation areas, or improvements within Hunter Wetlands National Park. 

 



 4 

Cessnock Council’s Development Control Plan for this area [Chapter E18 (Black Hill 

Employment Area) - Section 18.1.8], which expressly prohibits any access between Blackhill 

Road and the IN2 estate within Cessnock LGA. 

 

While we applaud the use of ‘fauna crossing structures’, it was somewhat surprising to see a 

proposed connection across the M1 in Black Hill (in Figure 5-1, Page 5-7) that would 

effectively direct fauna into the  (containing two IN2 industrial 

estates).

 

Finalised plans.  It is clearly advantageous to have approved finalised plans for the M1 

Extension, as well as an identified route for the future 

 


