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Thank you for providing an opportunity to comment on the EIS for the proposed M1 Extension to Raymond 
Terrace. Please find attached a brief submission on behalf of members of Richmond Vale Rail Trail (RVRT) Inc., 
the community-based RVRT Supporters’ Group. 
 
As outlined in the attached submission, we strongly support the proposed M1 upgrades as they will improve 
the overall safety and efficiency of the road network, provide opportunities for regional growth, reduce traffic 
volumes on local roads, and potentially facilitate enhanced access by Hunter communities to cycleways, 
recreational and other facilities. We also identify some specific issues and opportunities relating to future 
connections between the regional road network and the RVRT, which we would like to be seriously considered. 
 
Should you require clarification about the issues/opportunities that we have identified, please do not hesitate 
to contact us. From our perspective, the sooner this section of the M1 is approved and upgraded, the better.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Terry J. Lewin 
Vice-president, RVRT Inc. 
 
Personal contact details: 
Email:  Terry.Lewin@bigpond.com 
Telephone:  0404 439 616  (Terry Lewin) 
Home Address:  240 Browns Road, Black Hill, NSW. 2322. 
 
RVRT Inc. contact details: 
President:  Billy Metcalfe     Vice-president:  Terry Lewin     Secretary & Treasurer:  Leigh Gibbens 
Email:  rvrt.inc@gmail.com 
Telephone:  0433 570 920  (Leigh Gibbens);  Website:  https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/ 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/richmondrailtrail/ 
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         Contact Information - Email:  rvrt.inc@gmail.com   Telephone:  +61 433 570 920

 

RVRT Inc. is committed to working with local communities, 
other organisations and stakeholder groups, to help promote and deliver this important regional initiative.

cycleways, recreational, commercial, employment, 
tourism and other facilities.

mailto:rvrt.inc@gmail.com


 

Page 3 of 11 
 

We strongly support the proposed M1 upgrades. We also applaud all efforts to “… avoid and minimise 
environmental and social impacts” (e.g., minimising impacts on coastal wetlands, utilising already-cleared land 
adjacent to existing developments, floodplain viaducts, provisions for fauna connectivity, noise and vibration 
treatments, optimising the fit with existing and proposed regional developments, and reducing cumulative 
impacts).  
 
Vision and objectives. Adoption of appropriate ‘urban design and landscape strategies’ is also important. In 
this regard, we support the overall vision and identified objectives (EIS, Section 15.3): Vision - “… Provide a 
flowing green corridor that integrates sensitively with the natural environment and community setting of the 
area. The project will capitalise on its setting with expansive views over the Hunter River floodplain with simple 
and well-designed project elements”; Objectives - “… a flowing road alignment that is responsive and 
integrated with the landscape”; “… a landscaped Motorway that integrates with the adjoining natural setting”; 
“… an enjoyable, interesting motorway”; and “… value the communities and towns along the road”. Providing 
well integrated, attractive links to the RVRT and other regional/local cycleways also needs to be an explicit 
part of these project design objectives, if this vision for the M1 Extension is to be fully realized. 
 
Finalised plans. From an RVRT perspective, it is clearly advantageous to have approved finalised plans for the 
M1 Extension, as well as for the 

 
Of course, it is also critical that the proposed design features, mitigation measures, and construction controls 
all materialise when the M1 Extension work is actually undertaken (currently scheduled for 2023 to 2028), and 
that they are not jettisoned in future cost cutting exercises, post EIS and other approvals. 
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Cessnock Council’s Development Control Plan for this area [Chapter E18 (Black Hill Employment Area) - Section 
18.1.8], which expressly prohibits any access between Blackhill Road and the IN2 estate within Cessnock LGA.
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“The project would deliver improved pedestrian access … and improved access to cyclist connectivity and 
crossing points. These infrastructure changes coupled with a reduction of traffic volumes on the existing road 
network would reduce the interaction between vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists, resulting in improve safety 
outcomes in the study area” (Section 7.5.8, Page 7-43).



 

Page 6 of 11 
 



 

Page 7 of 11 
 



 

Page 8 of 11 
 

 



 

Page 9 of 11 
 



 

Page 10 of 11 
 

Base image: Figure 5-13 (map 2) from Appendix G of M1 Extension EIS, showing existing and proposed cycle routes, and realigned Aurizon access road. 

Superimposed image (Pink): Corresponding Lower Hunter Freight Corridor (LHFC) section, extracted from Page 9 of LHFC Maps for Consultation (July, 2021). 

Possible RVRT links (Dark Green): Modified versions of Figure 3-1d (solid line) & Appendix H Figure 2-2 (dotted line) from RVRT EIS (Newcastle LGA section). 
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Figure 3. Likely property acquisitions associated with Tarro section of M1 Extension 
Extracted from Table 5-1 and Figure 5-1 (map 3), Appendix N of M1 Extension EIS. Shaded properties 6, 7 and 11 (privately owned) and 8 (Hunter Water 
Corporation pipeline corridor) are scheduled to be acquired as part of the M1 Extension project, as are parts of property 9 (Aurizon Operations Limited). 
 

 
 

 


