
Kurri Kurri Gas Power Plant Submission 

I am strongly opposed to the Kurri Kurri gas power plant project due to the likely impacts on air quality and the 
health of local residents, as well as the potential impacts on the environment. I live in Heddon Greta, just 3km from 
the proposed gas power plant.   

My husband and I moved to Heddon Greta 2 years ago. While we love the area, since we have moved here, my 
asthma and sinus has significantly increased, impacting my work and quality of life. We also have an elderly 
neighbour who suffers from asthma. I am very concerned about the impact that the proposed power plant will have 
on my health and that of my neighbours.  

According to the Environmental Impact Statement, the power plant is expected to generate NOx, CO, PM10, PM2.5 
and SO2. Research has shown that NOx and SO2 “aggravate asthma and respiratory conditions”1. This could have 
serious impacts for myself and particularly my neighbour, possibly leading to complications, hospitalisations and 
making us more vulnerable to other illnesses with a respiratory component, including COVID-19 and influenza. 

The Environmental Impact Statement estimated the amount of pollutants likely to be generated while the plant is in 
operation and stated that these levels are unlikely to present a significant risk. However, a study in California found 
that during start-up, NOx emissions from gas power plants can be significantly higher than during normal operation2. 
This must be considered, and included in the modelling, to gain a complete understanding of the likely impact to 
local air quality and the health of local residents. 

Has a study been done into the supposed return on investment for this power plant in comparison to the likely 
public health costs of increased respiratory illnesses within the local area? 

The International Energy Agency recently stated there should be no new investments in fossil fuels if global net zero 
goals were to be achieved. In addition, the goal of the NSW Government’s Net Zero Plan is to reach zero net 
emissions by 2050, with a reduction in emissions by 35% by 20303. This proposed power plant will make this goal 
harder to reach. 

Dr Dylan McConnell (an energy systems research fellow at the University of Melbourne Climate & Energy College) 
stated that the Kurri Kurri gas plant was unnecessary, particularly following Energy Australia’s announcement that it 
will build a 316MW gas-fired power plant south of Wollongong4. There have also been a range of large battery 
projects announced in recent years, which will no doubt help to make up any shortfall experienced following the 
closure of Liddell Power Station. 

The Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) and the head of the Energy Security Board similarly do not support 
the plan to build a gas power plant5. Recently, gas-fired power output has plunged due to rising natural gas prices, 
lower power demand and competition from renewable energy6. 

I do not believe that there is sufficient need to build this power plant and would hate to see such a huge amount of 
public money spent on this project if it is not required, particularly given the potential for health and environmental 
impacts. I ask that you refer this proposal to the NSW Independent Planning Commission so that it may be 
investigated more closely. 
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