
Department of Planning and Environment

Large Scale Solar 
Development 

David Kitto
Executive Director, Resource Assessments

Presented on 26 June 2019 in Armidale to NSW Farmers Association members

mark Fogarty
Annexure 5 



Introduction

• Minister & Department
• Strategic Context
• State Significant Development
• Large-Scale Solar Projects 
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Minister & Department

• Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979

• Minister for Planning & Public Spaces
• Department of Planning, Industry & Environment
• Whole of Government Co-ordination
• Policy, Assessment & Compliance
• Community Participation
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Strategic Context
• Major change - energy sector

- Retirement coal-fired power stations
- Increase wind & solar development
- Demand for dispatchable energy
- Transmission

• Energy trilemma
- Energy security & reliability
- Cost
- Lower emissions
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Commonwealth

• National Electricity Market (AEMO)
• Paris Agreement Commitments
• Finkel Review – Future Energy Security NEM
• Integrated System Plan
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Change in 
generation 
resource mix



NSW
• Climate Change Framework

• Renewable Energy Action Plan

• Renewable Energy Resources Map

• NSW Transmission Infrastructure Strategy

• New England & North West Regional Plan 2036

• Renewable Energy Guidelines
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Large-Scale Solar Development - NSW

• State Significant Development (>$30 million)

• Permissibility (Infrastructure SEPP)

• Consent Authority – Minister/Independent Planning Commission

• Department & Agencies

• Councils

• Community Participation

• Policies & Guidelines

- Large-scale Solar Energy Guidelines

- Impact Assessment

• Standard Conditions
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State Significant
Assessment 
Process
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Key Assessment Issues

• Strategic Justification for Renewables

• Land & Agriculture

• Visual

• Traffic & Roads

• Bushfires & Flooding

• Biodiversity & Heritage

• Construction Impacts (dust, noise, water pollution, etc.)

• Decommissioning & Rehabilitation
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More Information
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www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects
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