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Introduction 
 
The Northern Beaches Tunnel project will have a significant impact on the local community and 
none more so than those in the direct vicinity of the construction zone and tunnel areas, 
including my family home at 84 Kirkwood Street, Seaforth. 
 
I have spent a significant amount of time going through the EIS, and have highlighted many 
areas of major concern throughout the docoument and the Appendices, although I’ve barely 
touched on the appendices as 12,000 pages is daunting. 
 
We moved to Kirkwood Street with our young family back in 2000 (purchased the house in 
1997) with the purpose of creating a lifestyle, sending our children to the local schools, 
supporting local businesses and clubs, volunteering in and participating in local community 
sports and generally immersing ourselves in the landscape and environment. 
 
Over that time our property has been renovated and upgraded substantially both to the house 
and the gardens, costing enormous amount of time, effort and financial investment, all for the 
aim of our home and its surrounds to offer a quality of life we have worked hard for. I had 
hoped this quality of life would continue for many years to come – welcoming our extended 
family and grandkids and others. Now family and friends will be unable to visit. 
 
The home, with its pool, spa and gardens, and outlook over the established trees on the 
Wakehurst Parkway, offers something which cannot be replaced, but replaced it appears, with a 
five-year construction site, a large wall, and a four-lane main road, changing the area forever. 
 
Other issues of alarm include: 
 

• Loss of firebreak with safety problematic 
• Traffic and road congestion 
• Loss of bushland and animal/bird habitat 
• Parking  
• Noise 
• Dust and other contaminants 
• Water run off contaminants affecting fauna and flora – both marine and land-based 
• Lay down areas filled with dangerous chemicals, posing further fire risk 
• Visual Amenity / Loss of view 
• General Construction Fatigue 

 
Some of these, amongst many others are highlighted in the following pages and I have posed 
them as questions – questions that are not unreasonable - for which I would like answers and 
reassurance. 
  
Selected parts of my submission (highlighted in yellow) have been copied and pasted from the 
EIS and Appendices or Workcover. 
 
The wording in blue are my responses and questions. 
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BEACHES TUNNEL RESPONSE 
 

Chapter 0 Executive summary 
 
P4  The 169-bus route has been removed 

 
 
P8 Why is BL13 called Killarney Heights it’s a little confusing. 
 
 
 
 
P15  (and p15 of the community guide)  

 
 

Approximately 150m to the north of where I believe that the tunnel will exit on the 
Wakehurst PKY there is a decline in the road. Has it been investigated to utilize this? 
The benefits would be  
- decreasing the incline of the whole tunnel from middle harbour 
- reducing emissions 
- move the tunnel further north resulting in less impact on the community 
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P23 Noise and Vibration

 
We will have: 

 
• a construction support site 200 m to the south of us 
• a construction support site directly behind our house 
• a construction site, tunnelling, directly under my house 
• a construction site, cut and cover, to the north west of us 
• a construction site, BL13, to the north & northeast 

 
Despite repeated requests for RMS to come and discuss these issues personally over a 
couple of years I have had no reply until 11/2/2021.All door knocks from RMS have been 
in work hours, they leave a card, I ring the number with no reply until Timothy Kwok in 
the last week. 

 

 
 
 
P27   The 15 hectares sounds like quite an impact on the local environment. To put this in 

layman’s terms that’s 23 football fields of native vegetation plus 8 more of non-native. 
Today I saw a flock of black Cockatoos in BL12, that will be no more. The general amenity 
of the whole area will be destroyed for 8 years 
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P28  How long is long term and we will need on going structural monitoring of our house 

As well as continual repairs to ceilings, cornices, walls internal and external etc until the 
subsidence ceases? 
 

 
 

 
 
P29 What areas are considered to be at high risk of contamination and exactly what 

contaminate? 
 

 
 
P30 Exactly what are the permanent land use changes at BL13? 

 

 
 
P33 We in Kirkwood street north are obliviously the most impacted of all people in the whole 

project. Will we have appointed liaison officers to help with the daily issues we will 
encounter? 
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COMMUNITY GUIDE TO THE EIS 
 
P17  Can we have the details of the community contact system? 
 

 
 
P37  During the online community consultation it was confirmed twice that the hours of work 

at BL12 will be broken less than 1 % of the time, 3.5 days per year. 
 

 
P39  Will we know any of this detail before the EIS is approved? A working document is fine 

but how much community consultation will be incorporated into the changing 
parameters. 
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P41  I feel that almost no consideration has been given to the impact on my life. This is 
reflected in that until this week, despite repeated calls, I have had no contact. 

 

 
 
P76  Will BL12 be returned to its natural state as well? 
 

 
 
 

CHAPTER 2 ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
 
P2-7  I would like to have some discussion regarding who reviews this and what community 

involvement is in this process. 

 

 
 

CHAPTER 4 ALTERNATIVES 
 
P4-16  During the online community consultation with RMS in early February I asked the 

question, how are 75,000 cars a day heading north going to cope when they hit the 
intersection of the Wakehurst Parkway and Warringah Rd traffic lights? The reply was 
that its not part of their scope and I would need to ask the Warringah Rd. team.  
What does your modelling show with regards to traffic flow reduction and increased 
emissions? I would like to see the model.  
Is the cost of the tunnel worth the 10% to 13% reduction in travel times? 
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P4-47  The evaluation to choose portal B over portal C was purely a cost saving exercise at the 

expense of the local community. As a resident from Frenches Forrest was quoted as 
saying in the Manly Daily “The Warringah Rd project was a living hell for 5 years”, this 
project will be bigger and longer, and RMS could have moved the tunnel entrance 200m 
further north and BL12 north of BL13 mitigating Kirkwood St resident’s exposure. 
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CHAPTER 5 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
P5-5  The tunnel portal position in all the drawings I have seen in the EIS so far has no exact 

dimension or the drawings have no scale. How accurate are these drawings? Can we get 
an accurate dimension drawing of what is planned in our vicinity? 

 
P5-7  Why are these tests not carried out prior to the EIS - surely, they have bearing on the 

design? 
 

 
 
P20  Where are the lateral dimensions and can we have the portals and emission stacks 

shown on the drawing? The vertical dimension show the tunnel at 23m below my house 
is this correct? 
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P5-29  The northern entry of Kirkwood St to the Wakehurst is used as a ‘rat run’. I would like to 

see it remain permanently closed, or no right turn from Kirkwood to the Wakehurst and 
no left turn from the Wakehurst to Kirkwood St. Is this possible? 

 

 
 
 
P5-46  I wonder if we need to go down this path as the more I read the EIS the more I realise 

the situation is becoming untenable? 

 
 
P5-49  How much input to the “further design “of the barriers built at our back fence. During 

the community consultation in February we were told the double stacked site sheds will 
be kept away from our back fences and installed on the other side. How is the barrier 
going to be built on top of the sewer main there? Can we have confirmation of BL12 
design? 
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CHAPTER 6 CONSTRUCTION WORK 
 
P6-7  When do we get to see the site establishment plan? 
 

 
 
P6-29 Where is all the mechanical and electrical infrastructure personnel and materials being 

located for the project as during the community online discussion in early February tony 
from the rms repeatedly said, that “BL12 laydown area was being used for the storage of 
bollards and barriers”? 

 

 
 
 
P6-49  As we are close to the emissions exhaust stacks, I’m very concerned about the air quality 

I will be exposed to in the future. Could you possibly tell me how far it is from my front 
door to the stacks as the diagram has no scale 

 

 
 
 
BL 12 
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P6-75  Wakehurst Parkway south BL 12 
 

 
 

- During the community online information session Tim from TNSW repeatedly said its 
used for storage of bollards and barriers.is this correct? 

- Do you have details of the regrade? 
- How many car spaces are being made? 
- How many workers do you envisage using BL 12&13 at its peak as I want to get an idea 

of how many workers will be parking on our streets? 
- Typically, the parking is only for office staff is that the case here? 
- Can you confirm that there will be no double height sheds along our back fences as they 

will cause privacy issues. 
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As per your virtual information session, which was clarified twice, work outside of these 
hours will be less than %1 of the time. That’s 10 days only in 3 years. 
 
I have heard that there is no left turn from Judith St to the Wakehurst parkway. Your 
diagram shows a left turn or is that only for the RMS-TNSW 

 
P6-76/78  

 

 
 

Firstly, I have noted that BL 13 is the support site for the tunnel fit out and there will be 
no fit-out support from BL12. This hugely impacts me as BL 13 is a 24h a day operation 
for fit out which means there will be workers driving up and down Kirkwood street, 
waking me up every night for 5 years. Our house will need some noise remediation as a 
result of this to enable us to cope during this period. I’m used to having both front and 
back doors open when I’m home in the warmer month which provides natural cooling 
from the sea breeze. Now we will have to close the windows to keep the noise out which 
will necessitate the need for air conditioning and the associated costs. 
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My bedroom window is 145m from a 24h construction site noise for 5 years the impact of this 
on my family’s health will be dramatic. I really need someone from RMS or TNSW to come and 
meet with me to discuss how we deal with these issues 
 
P6-83 

 
How many of these workers are on BL 12&13 site and where will they be parking?  
At the moment I’m working on a government construction site that was lucky enough to 
have an area for the 250 workers to park near the site. Recently this area became closed 
and the workers started parking on residential streets. The workforce began parking in 
the residential streets for a radius of a 15min walk from the site. These workers cars take 
up every single available car space. Some even bring push bikes in their utilities to ride 
from their car to site. None of them bring tools daily as everyone has on site boxes. This 
question was raised numerous times during the virtual sessions with answers like 
- “the work force will be tool boxed not to park in residential streets” this clearly doesn’t 
work as I’m currently experiencing a work force that has gone through the same toolbox 
talk and totally ignores it. 
- the other reply was its not our issue it’s a local government issue, this is your issue as 
its your project, and you have the power to make the contractor provide transport or 
parking. 
As an aside the government project I’m on provides a bus to connect from a transport 
hub and these issues still remain. These local residents were lucky as the project only ran 
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for 3 weeks after the parking area was closed. We are going to be exposed to this 
nightmare for 6 years. Photo supplied of Kirkwood ST at 7am 20.2.21 showing minimal 
on street parking available.  

 

 
 
 
P6-84 WHEN DO WE SLEEP? 
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CHAPTER 7 STAKEHOLDER AND COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 
P7-3 

 
 

As I have raised numerous issues already in this submission and as I proceed through the 
EIS there will probably be more issues. What will the time frame be for your response 
and what scope is there for change in the design? 

 
P7-5  As a stake holder I would have expected considerably more consultation regarding the 

project and the impact om my family’s life. Up until February 2021 I have had no direct 
individual contact with RMS or Transport NSW(TNSW) despite emails and phone calls. I 
have attended community feedback days and online sessions. We had a street meeting 
with the local member and RMS very early on. Every time TNSW has done a pamphlet 
drop I have called the number to tell them that I work during the day so am obviously 
unavailable for the face-to-face discussion and requested TNSW to send a representative 
out to have the discussion regarding the tunnels impact on our lives. On the 11.2.21 
Timothy Kwok of TNSW called and we are in the process of arranging a meeting.  

 
We have had almost zero direct engagement despite requests. 

 
P7-17  In how many of the 3890 resident door knocks have you actually met with someone? 
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I have only ever seen the pamphlets left in my letter box and I don’t know of anyone else 
in the street who has actually engaged with your representative 

 

  

 

 

 
CHAPTER 8 CONSTRUCTION TRAFFIC 
 
P8-3  During the online community consultation in February there were numerous discussions 

regarding the parking of contractors on residential streets, and we were informed by 
TNSW that if contractors of employees are parking on residential streets they will be 
removed from the project. Can we confirm this is correct? We are going to need some 
community consultation regarding this issue. Out of interest what was the estimate of 
loss parking spaces. What is the maximum number of workers using BL12 & 13? What is 
the qualitative impact of parking overflow? 
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P8-62  Why has the 169 route been changed as it’s the perfect route to transport workers to 

site? 

 
 
P8-59  The diagram I have attached on page 11 from Ch 6 shows traffic exiting from Judith St to 

the Wakehurst parkway whereas you state a different scenario below. 
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CHAPTER CONSTRUCTION NOISE AND VIBRATION 
P10-6  What noise mitigation and monitoring will be in place during the project as we are one 

of the most sensitive receivers having 5 work sites around us and 24 hour a day 
personnel movement at my front door? 

 

 
 
P10-9  Kirkwood is mostly area NCA 54..1.Near by is NCA 53.1&4. What is L42? 
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P10-13 Is this over the normal day time noise level? Can we get the ambient noise level 

measured in Kirkwood St in Kirkwood?  

 
 
P10-14 I’m extremely concerned about the night-time noise levels as my wife has health 

concerns related to lack of sleep so it’s vital that nighttime noise levels are kept to a 
minimum. For myself I often work night shift at the airport so I don’t know how I will be 
able to get any daytime sleep and this becomes an occupational health and safety issue 
in my workplace. 

 
 
P10-21 We need to get someone from NSWT to come and test the noise levels at the front at 

back of my house as the monitoring device for location L41 was taken at the Wakehurst 
Parkway which is not indicative of what I actually receive. I find it quite worrying not 
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knowing exactly what noise level I will be exposed to. The background rating levels I’m 
actually exposed to will be dramatically different to the figures below. 

 

 
P22 

 

 

 
 
P10-26  The rock tunnel hammering noise level I will be in excess of 45 dBa .is this over and  

above the background noise?  

 
 

 
 
P10-28 What does screening level mean exactly. What is the plan for temporarily relocating us 

when noise levels are excessive, or we can’t cope? Do you find another house for us to 
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live in? When do we start getting a liaison person as we need to have all these relocation 
plans well in advance of the project starting? 

 

 

 
 
P10-32 We have 6 construction activities in our vicinity 

1) BL 12 between Kirkwood, Judith and the Wakehurst to the west  
2) BL 12 south of Judith  
3) BL 13 spoil removal to the northeast  
4)  cut and cover construction to the north west 
5)  rock hammer, blasting and tunnelling below 
6) Construction employee movement on Kirkwood St to the east 

 
The cumulative effects of the noise from numerous work sites around us will significantly 
interrupt our sleep patterns which poses a great risk to our general health and wellbeing. 

 
 

 

 

 
As we are effectively amongst numerous works sites and activities and with BL12 &BL13 
only being 120m apart how do you propose to coordinate the noise so its simultaneous 
and what will the simultaneous level be and for what period? 
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BL 12 Is right next to BL13 - Cut & cover & tunnelling which all contribute to airborne noise.  
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P10-74 

 
Exactly how many decibels above the ambiant noise level  is the reaction wakening level,and 
surly its different for every person? Can I have the ambiant noise level measured at my house 
prior to the project commencing so I have a datum point? Will we have sound level recording 
devices at our homes for the duration of the project? 

 
 
Can you explain the noise levels, my understanding is that increases in decibels are exponential? 
At 0 db a sound of 10 db is ten times more powerful,20db is 100 times more powerful and 30db 
is 1000 times more powerful. So, when you state noise levels are 5db above the ambient it 
could be quite dramatic. Can you have your sound expert visit our street and demonstrate the 
different noise levels you expect to endure so that we can get a better understanding of what to 
expect? 
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CHAPTER 11 OPERATIONAL NOISE 
P11-4  I Know this chapter is about when the tunnel is complete but does the Environmental 

Noise Management Manual apply to the construction phase as well. Also, when the 
tunnel is up and running it will require ongoing maintenance. These truck movements 
will be at night with their reversing quackers running constantly. What are the noise 
effects of this on the residents as these works are typically carried out between 11pm 
and 4 am? Where are the service areas for the operational tunnel? 

 
P11-10 Does this mean we are eligible for noise mitigation? 

 
P11-12 How do you have a cumulative exceedance in one little pocket and no potential noise 

increase around that pocket? 

 
 
P11-14 Where are the barriers planned for? 
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P11-18 This is the noise level your operational tunnel will generate in our area. Is that daytime 

or nighttime? What is the tunnel shut down noise level? Is this over and above the 
ambient or is it total noise level. 

 

 

 
 

CHAPTER 12 AIR QUALITY 
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This is not only because of weather conditions but the mitigation practices incorporated differ. I 
would expect best practice at all times. Just because something is difficult it doesn’t mean 
standards do not have to be maintained. You need to have plans in place for all wind directions 
and strengths. There are ample accurate wind prediction apps available. From my experience 
good practice is employed at some sites not most. Today I was working on a government 
construction site and a worker was operating a street sweeper with an inoperable vacuum. The 
clouds of dust were such that the sweeper was barley visible. He was requested to stop but 
carried on regardless. You may put in writing what is ‘good practice’, but the reality is far 
different. How do you envisage we live through these circumstances? This is why it’s necessary 
to move the tunnel entrance further north. 
 

 
 
As we live within 350m of the dust assessment zone boundary we are receivers. 
These extracts are from Workcover. As you can see there are numerous risks involved with 
inhaling silicon dust. The other issue identified in the EIS is the asbestos contaminate in the soils 
at BL12&BL13 that will be disturbed. One of the most important issues is the workers are 
typically exposed for a 8 hour period where as we will be exposed for 24 hour periods. 
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As you know Worksafe changed the regulations in relation to dust exposure in July 2020 and the 
WES (Workplace Exposure Standard) was reduced to 0.05mg/m3 over a 8h period for 5 days. As 
this project runs for 24 hours 7 days our I have calculated our exposure limit would be .00148 
mg/m3 ti weighted average. Is that calculation correct. How do you propose to manage and 
monitor this for the duration of the project? 
 

 
You could isolate the hazard by moving the tunnel further north and BL12 north BL13. 
Administrative controls, we can’t rotate shifts may have to seek temporary accommodation. 
Wearing PPE at home will only be for evacuation purposes. 
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We will require monitoring as per WHS. 

 
Due to the high dust exposure risk we will be exposed to it will be necessary for us to have dust 
monitors for both silica and asbestos with real time readings otherwise we will need to err on 
the side of caution and treat all dust from your sites as dangerous and evacuate.  
 

 

 
 
Your test point of CR35 was 515m form the portal and the EIS appendix stated it as one of the 
worst 10 recivers.CR35 is 65% further away from the portal than where I live. Surely the air I will 
be breathing will be considerably worse. Have you modelled the expected air quality for our 
street? We need to meet with TNSW to resolve this. This just reinforces the need for a filtration 
system to be installed on the ventilation stacks as your modelling hasn’t told us what the people 
in Kirkwood Street will be exposed. If CR35 is in the top ten worst receivers and we are going to 
be much worse off than that. 
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P12-12 

 
Can we have the air quality model results for the northern end of Kirkwood St?  

 
Due to the serious nature of dust exposure potentially containing asbestos and silica and that 
we will be living amongst 4 work zones what measures will be in place for us to find 
accommodation elsewhere. Wind predictions are extremely accurate so it will be possible to 
plan ahead. What is the process for the remediation of our property after each dust event to 
make it habitable again? The better your practices the less my health will be compromised. 
 

.  
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Best practice just needs to get better. Can you please find out what occasional is? Once a 
month, Once a Year? 

 

 
 
P12-24 The risk of inhaling asbestos partials, even with best practice is too great and we will 

need to be relocated when ever these works are being carried out. 

 

 
Can we have the predicted modelling data for north Kirkwood St as CR35, Alto Avenue is 
too far away from our residences to truly reflect the air we may breathe once the tunnel 
is operational? 
 

 
 
CR35 modelling of particulate and NO2 
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What is the predicted CO levels at CR35 and at north Kirkwood Street? 
The EIS states that we have restrictions on our residence regarding the height we can build 
because of the POOR air quality emitted from the ventilation stacks yet say we are unaffected. 
What are the expected emission levels to be received in north Kirkwood St? 
This reinforces the need to filter the stacks and move them north. 

 
CHAPTER 13 HUMAN HEALTH 

 

 
As previously mentioned in my submission the air quality, noise & vibration are of great concern 
to the health of my family. Asbestosis and Silicosis are serious issues. Lack of sleep due to  noise 
and vibration is especially important due to the varying shift work 3 members of my family 
participate in and the medically related sleep problems experienced. The unknown levels of 
toxic emission gases we will receive. 

 
We will be affected by Silica and asbestos dust and exhaust fumes during construction and 
exhaust fumes from the tunnel after construction. Issues have been mentioned previously. 
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‘Usually’ ??? -  could you find out what percentage for me? 
I have mentioned previously how this will affect us. 
- 3 out of 4 of our household members work some shift work. How do you comply 

with OHS in the workplace if over tired?  
- lack of sleep affecting general wellbeing and health  
- general annoyance when awake 

 
One of the major losses for us will be the bushland view we have. Some people are not 
fazed by this but one of my joys is seeing the bush to the west of me.That will all be 
gone.   

 

 
 
P13-7 BL 12 is 0.3m from us and we have BL12 south BL13 ,cut and cover ,road widening  

etc. We are totally surrounded. 
 

 

 
 

Due to the serious nature of the dusts involved we need to meet with someone from 
TNSW to resolve these issues. A zero tolerance to silica and asbestos must be adhered 
to. How do you plan to monitor  & keep under the 0.00148mg/m3 of dust allowed per 8 
hours? 
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All these are potential issues which we need to meet with TNSW to address 
 

 
Has the noise from hundreds of workers coming and going 24h a day been addressed? 

 
Being so close the construction sites and levels up to 75db is dramatic. At what level is it feasible 
for us to be relocated and how will we monitor the sound. 

 
 

 
How do we cope with the cumulative effects of the various types we are going to encounter? 
 

 

 
As per the EIS we will be exposed to dust and the dusts contain asbestos and silica, both very 
deadly. 

 
We need to potentially talk to TNSW regarding this depending what changes if any are made to 
the EIS. 

 
The loss of open space impacts me directly as the view I currently experience will be gone and 
the space around it the community uses as well. 
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This is the view I will lose, and it will be replaced by a brick wall. 
 

 
 
 

 
As we have BL12 south, BL 12 west, BL 13 to the north, cut and cover, tunnel boring, road 
widening, etc we will be totally surrounded by concurrent projects. 
 

 
Why was the closest air model point over 500m away when people live as close as 200m to the 
portal? 
 

 
Why are some areas being returned to open space, and there is no mention of BL12.I would like 
to see it returned to open space. 

 
There is the potential to return BL12 to allow some trees to return to replicate the view I will 
lose. The tress also provide a significant sound barrier. 
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CHAPTER 16 GEOLOGY, SOILS & GROUNDWATER 

As well as the asbestos at BL12 I have note a substantial amount of rubble fill around 
BL13. 
Has this been investigated for asbestos as its not mentioned below? 
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Earlier in the EIS our residence was earmarked for a potential 50mm of ground 
subsidence due to earth works. Is this 40mm plus a total or combined with the 50mm to 
make a potential of 90mm? 

 

 
 
A maximum of 40 mm plus less than 5mm totals more than 40mm not 35-40mm 
 

 

 

 
We will require a survey to be carried out due to our proximity to the caverns. 

 

 
P16-34 As previously mentioned we have zero tolerance for my family to be exposed to 

asbestos dust as a result of tunnel works being carried out .We will require to be 
relocated while these are carried out and remediation cleaning of our premises and 
clearance certificate prior to returning. 
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P16-48 
 

 
P16-49 BL 13 has potential for asbestos to be present. When are these areas going to be tested 

or are they going to be treated as its asbestos during earth works? 
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P16-50 We have this risk all around us for 6 years. We need to meet with TNSW to discuss the 

issues and solutions. 
 

 
 
 

 
How does the groundwater reduction effect the amount of surface water entering Burnt 
Creek. The 96% reduction of water entering Burnt Creek is a major concern. Is there a 
way of maintaining this water flow? 

 
When will this panel be formed and when will we be contacted as we require an 
assessment? 
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How long after the tunnel is complete do you expect there to be on going ground 
movement? We will require a pre and post construction inspection. I may as well book 
them in now. Pre for February 2023 and post for 1 month after the completion of works 
that may cause damage. Do you expect any ongoing settlement. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P16-77 When will we  have access to the independent auditor as we need to be across the plan? 

When will the contamination report come out which determines the suitability of the 
site? 
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As we are going to be potentially expose 24 hours a day and the eight hour time 
weighted average (TWA) of 0.1f/mL is the maximum exposure what is the 24 hour 
(TWA)? 
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CHAPTER 20 LAND USE AND PROPERTY 
P20-13  Why isn’t BL12 north mentioned for any land use? 
 

 
P20-15 Again BL12 north is not listed as a construction support site is this correct? It’s very good 

news. 

 
 

The residual land bounded by Judith, Wakehurst Parkway & Kirkwood Street.  I would 
like to see returned to the current state or community use on completion of the project. 
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Two properties have been acquired, (shown in red), so far in Kirkwood St since the 
announcement of the tunnel. Will they be returned to green space? 
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P20-23 Will the BL 12 &13 sites be remediated to be consistent use post construction? 
There is no mention of BL12 in table 20-4. Why? 

 

 
P20-29 Due to the ongoing nature of the ground movement we will require annual ongoing 

structural building assessments until the ground movement ceases and remediation 
when required. 

 

 

 
Will the BL12 site be returned to open green space for community use? 

 

 
P20-45 Table 20-7 As there will be restrictions on land use imposed on us as a result of the close 

proximity of the emissions portal is there any recourse for compensation. I could easily 
see in 20 years’ time the opportunity for this land to be rezoned for low rise residential 
units would be prohibited resulting financial loss. 
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CHAPTER 21 SOCIO- ECONOMICS 

 

 
 
As you can see from my submission so far, we will be dramatically affected. At the moment the 
tunnel is 300m from my house ,200 m north of Kirkwood Street. Moving the tunnel entrance 
further north and BL12 north of Bl13 would greatly reduce many impacts on my life. 
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This is the view from my living room. All the trees above the fence line will be gone and 
replaced with a claustrophobic concrete wall. 
 

 

 
 

Already my next door neighbour has had his house acquired, this is someone who I 
would walk the dogs with almost daily, watch the football with or just chat to almost 
daily. Gone ! 

 

 
As well as my concerns regarding air quality and noise during construction and the emissions 
from the ventilation outlets, as a regular swimmer at Queenscliff Beach, the change to the 
water quality from the Tunnel pollutants into the lagoon and out on to Queenscliff. To say I’m a 
regular swimmer is a huge understatement. Summer holidays 3 times a day, summer at least 
once every day, spring Autumn 2-4 days a week, winter 1 day a week. Due to the amount of 
time, I spend swimming what effect will these pollutants have on my health? 
 
P21-27 What scope is there for our property to be temporarily leased by TNSW due to us not 

coping with the increased stress, anxiety and the cumulative health impacts caused by 
the tunnel construction? 
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P21-28 As previously discussed we are concerned at the impact the tunnel will have on our 

property and require an engineer’s structural report prior to commencement and annual 
reports until settlement is complete. 

 

 

 

 
 
P21-29 A well as the construction related issues, I have a major issue with the liveability of the 

area, and this will not be ‘relatively short term ‘it will be for a minimum of 6 years. A 
major issue is the movement and parking of the 500 strong workforces past my bedroom 
every window 24 hours a day. I’m currently working on a government project with a 200-
person workforce that was lucky enough to have off street parking for the first 12 weeks 
but for the last 3 weeks that parking was not available. Now from 5.30 in the morning 
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they start arriving to get the closest on street paring to site. They take up every single 
space of on street parking for a 15min walking radius,1. 5Km.This will affect when I go 
shopping, the beach, sailing or work as I will not have anywhere to park when I return. 
This is in spite of the Builder toolbox talking everyone about parking and providing 
shuttle busses from a transport hub to site. This issue needs to be addressed as part of 
the EIS and Construction Company’s contractual conditions. 

 

 
This is the amount of off-street parking we would expect to lose with a 200 strong work 
force for 6 years. 

 
 

 
 

I have measured and circled the radiuses from the two northern beaches work sites to 
estimate the on-street parking loss. This will probably be far greater than my estimate as 
70% of BL12&13 is water or park as well my estimate is from a 400 person workforce. 
How many people do you expect to work on the two sites? How much parking is 
available? 
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From experience the work force will greatly impact the community. The parking issue is 
going to be a nightmare & TNSW needs to meet & consult with local residents to put a 
plan in place to deal with this issue. This is not a local council issue. The closer you live to 
the construction support sites exponentially greater the problem will be. 

 
P21-30  
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All of these issues effect my family as mentioned previously. One I haven’t mentioned is 
how do I use or entertain in my back yard now, use the pool, spa ,deck & BBQ in the 
middle of a construction site? How do guests get here with no parking? 

 

 
 

How much light spill do you expect and how can you mitigate the impact? 
 

 
We need to discuss the actual impact with TNSW. We may need short term respite.? 

 
P21-36 When the noise levels result in sleep loss, stress or anxiety we may need to seek respite. 

When will a TNSW liaison office become available to discuss how and where they will be 
temporally relocating us when these situations occur? 

 
 
P21-37 If the beaches link has 2000 jobs how many will be using BL12&13? Did I grossly 

underestimate the parking situation? 

 
 
P21-38 As previously discussed this approach does not work. We need to meet with TNSW to 

discuss this issue 
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My wife and I both work from home regularly what plans do you have in place when our 
work is starting to become affected? 

 
 
 
P21-43 Why was the 169-route removed as it was the major way your work force would get to 

BL12&13? During the online session it was stated ‘it’s a TNSW discussion’. 
 

 

 

 
 

Where are the permanent support facilities for the tunnel operation located? 
 

 
 

Is there an accurate drawing of the road widening? How much closer will it be to my 
property than the current position of the Wakehurst Parkway? 

 
P21-48 As previously stated the issues below are already affecting my family? 
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P21-53 We have just had our bus services reduced and with the tunnel project will lose our bus 

stops. Is the diagram below accurate? We need to meet with TNSW and discuss this. 

 
 
 

 
 

CHAPTER 22 URBAN DESIGN AND VISUAL AMENITY 

 
What noise walls are planned in and around BL12&13 in the construction period and 
once the tunnel is operational? What do they look like? Where are they located? Is there 
a drawing showing the locations? What will their heights be? How will they be 
constructed? 
During the online information session with TNSW they stated that the noise wall was 
300mm behind our back fence, on top of the sewer main is this still the case. 
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As per the previously attached photo looking from my living room it shows how much 
greenery will be lost from my view to be replaced by a concrete wall This change of 
amenity is disturbing. 

 

 
How can the light pollution be lessened? 
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Is there a diagram to show the size and location of the Beaches link maintenance facility? 
This states it will be south of Seaforth Oval. I saw in another chapter that it is at BL13. 
What will the truck movements be from there? Time, how many and how often? 
Is there a detailed dimensioned drawing showing the location of all these 
infrastructures? 

 

 

 

 
 
P22-34 Is this the case for BL12? 
 

 

 
 

As a result of losing 31 football fields of vegetation in this corridor 
  

 

 
 

The loss of vegetation is not only a loss of amenity but also a natural sound barrier. 
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Will BL12 be rehabilitated with native vegetation as per page 22-34? 
 

 
 

Are there any artistic photos of the area between Judith and Kirkwood St? 
 

CHAPTER 23 HAZARDS AND RISKS 

 
Would it be possible to store hazardous goods and materials at BL 13 so as to not 
endanger residents as it is further away? During the community online discussion with 
TNSW in early February Tony repeatedly stated that the laydown component of BL12 
was for the storage of bollards and barriers now it looks like it will be used to store 
hazardous and flammable chemicals. Can you confirm its actual use and layout? 
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P23-5  Is it wise to store these types of materials near residents houses in a fire zone? 
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P23-14 As mentioned previously we will need a structural engineer to inspect our house prior to 

commencement of work and annually until settlement is of the ground is complete. 
 

 
The land between Kirkwood, Judith and the Wakehurst Parkway was cleared as a Fire 
Break in the 1960/70’s. How does TNSW plan to build the new temporary buildings and 
storage of Hazardous chemicals in a fire zone and not increase the risk to the 
community? 
Back in about 1999 there was a fire in Killarney Heights which jumped the water at 
Bantry  Bay and raced up the hill burning 82 Kirkwood Street and numerous other 
houses in the street. As you know when you have a steep incline with a copious amount 
of fuel load a chimney effect takes place accelerating the speed of the fire. The added 
factor being a valley centralizes the fire in the direction of BL12.Your historical records 
would show this. With that fire break going and the storage of hazardous flammable 
chemicals in the fire path how do you propose to protect the residents from fire risk? I 
would like to meet with TNSWs fire engineer to discuss these matters. 
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Are you sure this assessment is accurate? I would like to see the modelling. 

 

 
 
Are the dangerous goods going to be stored in fireproof sprinkler protected buildings? 
 

 
 

As I work in the fire industry, I believe the highlighted passage above to be inadequate. 
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We need to have a detailed plan. Water storage tanks and pumps at BL 12 should be a 
minimum due to the high fire risk and close proximity. 
 

CHAPTER 27 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

 
I believe we are prime candidates to a potentially experience construction fatigue . 
We are situated amongst numerous activities associated with the tunnel project. 
We have: 
 

• BL 12 south (between Judith and Burnt St)- 150m 
• BL12 north (between Judith and Kirkwood St)-0.3m 
• BL 13 to the north of us -120m 
• Tunnel excavation and boring below us 10m? 
• Cut and Cover project to the north west of us 250m 
• Hundreds of the workforce parking and walking up and down the street 24h a 

day 
 

 
 

We will be living amongst numerous construction activities just because they all belong 
to the one project doesn’t mean we are not susceptible to construction fatigue.  
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How do you think it will be possible to best manage these concurrent noise, dust ,change 
of amenity issues we will be faced with? This is such a quiet little area about to become 
inundated 24hours a day with workers and machinery. 

 
 
 

CHAPTER 28 SYNTHESIS OF THE EIS 
 
Synthesis of the EIS 
 
P28-6  This diagram shows a permanent motorway facility at BL13.Is this the case as in Chapter 

22 it said it will be South of Seaforth Oval. Is there a detailed drawing of this facility and 
its location? What are the hours of operation of this facility? Will it service the tunnel 
during maintenance shutdowns and if so, how often? I know these shut downs are very 
noisy with numerous trucks and reversing quackers going all night. 
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BEACHES TUNNEL RESPONSE (by Richard Jones) 
 
Key Recommendations: 
 
After surveying the EIS, these are my recommendations: 
 

• The Tunnel entrance and emissions to be moved 200m further north up the Wakehurst 
Parkway to utilise the typography, decrease the incline of the tunnel and reduce the 
exhaust emissions. 

• BL12 moved to north of BL13 to reduce the dramatic impact on the community 
• Water Flow at Burnt Bridge Creek to be revisited – the waterways should be 100% 

protected and improved – not decimated. 
• Effective and efficient filters to be installed on the tunnel emission stacks. 
• Noise, drilling, vibration, dust, parking and traffic issues to be taken seriously. 
• No pollutants to flow out of Queenscliff lagoon.  

 
Summary: 
 
The Northern Beaches Tunnel project poses some extremely concerning elements which 
greatly affect Kirkwood Street and my home. 
 
I do not feel they have been addressed with any real sincerity for our community and there is a 
definite ‘fait accomplait’ feeling of the whole project which is very disappointing. Many others 
in the community area also feeling stranded and unsupported, creating a ‘why bother as they 
will do what they want regardless of how we feel’ attitude. 
 
The northern part of Kirkwood Street will be fully surrounded by construction and the huge 
amount of infrastructure that goes with a project of this magnitude. We will be enclosed by the 
construction zones at all times, 24 hours per day, 7 days per week for 6 years: 
 

• Support work site to the south 
• Work site to the west 
• Support site directly behind the back fence 
• Drilling and tunnelling behind and under the property 
• ‘Cut and cover’ to the north and northeast. 

 
Our home will be devalued (and I am assuming it already is); those in the household will have to 
face a great many challenges such as lack of sleep, noise disturbance, dust and other waste, 
noise, vibrations, drilling affects, noise annoyance, construction fatigue etc. 
 
Three of us are required to do night shift at various times and my wife suffers from sleep 
deprivation seizures, and son from allergies to dust. 
 
If the BL12 is not moved to the north, there is no doubt the dust, noise and drilling effects will 
be disastrous for my family, and thus I require consideration of: 
 

• Respite during work periods 
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• Consideration of our house being leased during the construction period. 
• Sound proofing our home. 
• On-going and continual cleaning of dust and other waste contaminants that come in the 

house, pool/spa and gardens. 
• Solutions to the traffic and roads disturbance. 
• Solution to the parking issue and associated noise. 
• The pain and suffering we will endure as a result of this project 

 
Conclusion: 
 
The short term and long-term effects on the small community of northern Kirkwood Street and 
the surrounding bushlands as a result of this project, need to be taken seriously and considered 
with respect, regard and empathy. 
 
Much of this could be resolved by revisiting the ‘Key Issues’ in this document: 
 

• The Tunnel entrance and emissions to be moved 2a further 00m north up the Wakehurst 
Parkway to utilise the typography, decrease the incline of the tunnel and thus the 
emissions. 

• BL12 moved to the north. 
• Water Flow at Burnt Creek to be totally revisited – the waterways should be 100% 

protected and improved – not decimated. 
• Effective and efficient filters to be installed on the tunnel stacks. 
• Noise, drilling, vibration, dust, parking and traffic issues to be taken seriously.  

 
I wish to have my recommendations and the concerns outlined throughout this whole 
document addressed. 
 
I wish to have the personal requests for my home and family as highlighted in the Summary 
considered. 
 
Until these real issues are addressed, and movements taken to resolve them, then I do not 
accept the proposal in its current form. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Richard Jones 
84 Kirkwood Street, Seaforth, NSW, 2092 
 
 


