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5.5 Heritage 

5.5.1 Overview 

Assessments of Aboriginal and historic heritage (cultural and archaeological)  impacts for the Exploratory 
Works were carried out by NSW Archaeology Pty Ltd (see Appendices O and P, respectively).  

The Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment  (ACHA) has been  conducted  in  line with  the OEH  (2011b) 
Guide  to  investigating,  assessing  and  reporting  on  Aboriginal  cultural  heritage  in  NSW  and  Code  of 
Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (NSW DECCW 2010a). 
A process of Aboriginal community consultation has and continues to be undertaken in line with the OEH 
Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation requirements for proponents 2010 (NSW DECCW 2010b).  

The  assessment  of  historic  cultural  heritage  has  been  undertaken  in  line  with  the  principles  of  the 
Australia  ICOMOS  Burra  Charter  (Australia  ICOMOS  2013a)  and  its  relevant  Practice  Notes  (Australia 
ICOMOS 2013b, 2013c, 2017). It also complies with the Historical Archaeology Code of Practice (Heritage 
Council of NSW 2006) and the NSW Heritage Manual (1996) and its various updates and other guidelines 
published by the NSW Heritage Office (1996, 2001, 2009). 

The assessments were supported by: 

 a series of heritage register searches undertaken for the area in and around the Exploratory Works. 
Searches  included relevant statutory and non‐statutory heritage  lists and databases at  local, state 
and national  levels  including  the NSW OEH Aboriginal Heritage Management  Information System 
(AHIMS), Australian Heritage Database, NSW State Heritage Inventory, NSW OEH Historic Heritage 
Information Management  System  (HHIMS), National  Trust  Register,  Kosciuszko Huts Association 
and other KNP heritage listings; 

 regular and ongoing  consultation with  the Aboriginal  community  including  the  five RAPs  for  the 
project,  the  relevant  Local Aboriginal  Land  Councils  and  the Northern  and  Southern  Kosciuszko 
National Park Aboriginal Community Memorandum of Understanding Groups, and a descendant of 
one of the first European settlers at Lobs Hole; 

 review  of  the  relevant  anthropological,  historical  and  archaeological  literature.  For  Aboriginal 
heritage  surveys,  the  results  of  the  AHIMS  searches  and  findings  of  previous  archaeological 
assessments undertaken for the region were used to develop a predictive model of site type and 
distributions for the Exploratory Works project area. 

 a comprehensive field survey program conducted over six days, 17 and 18 October 2017 and 26 – 
29 March 2018. Field survey involved pedestrian inspections of the project area with some survey 
constrained by thick vegetation. The project area was divided into 27 Survey Units on the basis of 
landform elements with a total surveyed area of approximately 310.1 ha.  In most cases, the field 
surveys for historic heritage were undertaken in tandem with the Aboriginal field surveys, meaning 
that  many  areas  of  predicted  lower  sensitivity  for  European  heritage  were  subject  to 
comprehensive levels of field investigation; and  

 extensive  archaeological  test  excavations  conducted  in  line  with  the  Code  of  Practice  for 
Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales: Requirement 16 – page 26. 
A methodology for the program was developed and submitted to OEH on 7 February 2018. The 20 
day test excavation program was conducted at Lobs Hole between 26 February 2018 and 23 March 
2018 with a total of 180 Test Squares (45 m2). 
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5.5.2 Existing environment 

i Aboriginal cultural heritage  

Recent archaeological research has confirmed an Aboriginal presence in the Snowy Mountains since the 
early Holocene (from around 9,000 years ago) (Aplin et al. 2010, Theden-Ringl 2016). The Lobs Hole area, 
comprised of river flats, gentle gradient slopes and elevated crests and situated at an elevation below 
600 m, is likely to have provided respite throughout the year from the weather of the surrounding high 
country. It is also likely to have provided a relative abundance and diversity of flora and fauna, in addition 
to a reliable source of potable water and firewood.  

The results of the AHIMS searches, field survey and test excavation identified a relatively high density of 
Aboriginal artefact distribution in certain favourable landforms such as flats and gentle gradient crests 
within or near the project area as shown on Figure 5.9. This suggests that the Lobs Hole area is likely to 
have been used regularly and reasonably intensively by Aboriginal people. The project area has 
undergone relatively high levels of prior disturbance associated with clearance, settlement, agriculture, 
mining, road building (and at Tumut 3 power station, dam construction, stockpiling and quarrying), 
recreation which has caused reasonably high levels of impact to ground surfaces, and to any Aboriginal 
objects which may once have been present. 

The project area itself is within the country of the Wolgalu people (Tindale 1974, Boot 2000). The Snowy 
Mountains is country to several groups and many Aboriginal people have cultural and spiritual 
associations that have long histories embodied in objects which can be seen on the ground and other 
intangible values related to the past and current concerns and aspirations (NSW DEC 2006). 

ii Historic heritage  

There are no heritage items within the project area listed on the World Heritage List, Commonwealth 
Heritage List, State Heritage Register, or local government heritage schedules.  

The project area is within the EPBC Act-listed national heritage places of Australian Alps National Parks 
and Reserves and Snowy Scheme. The alpine region and high country has a rich history from the early 
explorer-settlers in the 1820s, the establishment of pastoralism and summer grazing in the 1830s, the 
gold rush at Kiandra in 1859-60 and early scientific exploration, and the construction of the Snowy 
Scheme, development of scientific research, and promotion of tourism and recreation in the twentieth 
century. During the construction of the Snowy Scheme, Lobs Hole was well used with a major surveying 
camp set up and as a recreational destination for workers.  

Lobs Hole has been used since the early 1800s for the movement of stock, prospecting, grazing, 
settlement, refuge from the winters of Kiandra, gardening and agriculture, copper mining (from 1860s - 
~1917) and recreation. At the height of its mining activity, the area and its settlement; known as Ravine; 
included homes, a hotel and other structures. The Washington Hotel, in the north-west of Lobs Hole near 
the Yarrangobilly River, likely represented a social hub for the settlement. Its remains are the only 
structural remains left above ground at Lobs Hole. The Washington Hotel is shown on Figure 5.10.  
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The project area has been found to be generally highly disturbed having been subject to intensive levels 
of previous European impacts, or are occupied by existing Snowy Scheme infrastructure (at Talbingo 
Reservoir) and in many places the original landforms have been entirely removed. These activities, along 
with natural geomorphological processes including flooding and erosion, have reduced the integrity of the 
archaeological values inherent within the landforms to varying degrees but not entirely. Historic items 
within or near the project area that relate to mining activities, pastoral, settlement and Snowy Mountains 
Hydro-electric Authority, including those listed on heritage registers recorded, are shown in Figure 5.10. 

5.5.3 Assessment of impacts 

i Avoidance and minimisation of impacts 

a. Aboriginal cultural heritage 

Exploratory Works elements were designed to avoid and minimise impacts where possible. Initial surveys 
carried out at Lobs Hole indicated areas immediately adjacent to the Yarrangobilly River was likely to 
comprise evidence of Aboriginal occupation. A 50 m buffer zone from the bank of the Yarrangobilly River 
was established to protect the likely presence of Aboriginal cultural items.  

b. Historic heritage 

Initial designs for the alignment of Lobs Hole Road encroached upon the remains of the Washington Hotel 
(a non-statutory historic site of local significance). An iterative design process, informed through advice 
from heritage specialists, enabled an improved alignment for Lobs Hole Road to be developed which 
avoided the Washington Hotel ruins. A buffer of 20 m around the extent of the recorded remains was 
established to protect the item.   

A number of other identified potential heritage items were able to be avoided through the design of 
Exploratory Works. These items are captured within the avoidance footprint adopted for the EIS and are 
shown on Figure 5.10.  

Where items are within the footprint of direct impacts, mitigation measures were considered and 
proposed where necessary. In some instances, no impact mitigation is required and for others a range of 
measures are recommended ranging from salvage of movable heritage to salvage excavation.  

ii Residual impact summary 

a. Aboriginal cultural heritage 

The NPWS (1997) defines significance as relating to the meaning of sites: ‘meaning is to do with the values 
people put on things, places, sites, land’. Aboriginal archaeological sites are assessed under significance 
assessment criteria derived from the relevant aspects of ICOMOS Burra Charter and NSW Department of 
Urban Affairs and Planning’s State Heritage Inventory Evaluation Criteria and Management Guidelines. 
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Most of the 27 Survey Units assessed are of relatively low archaeological heritage value primarily because 
of their low density and high degree of previous impacts and disturbance. However, several Survey Units 
are  of moderate  to  high  significance  due  to  predicted  or  known  level  of  artefact  density  present.  A 
program  of  test  excavation was  completed  in  seven  Survey  Units  at  Lobs  Hole  predicted  to  contain 
moderate or greater artefact densities.  It  is noted that Aboriginal heritage sites often have high cultural 
value to the  local Aboriginal community given that they provide direct physical and symbolic  linkages to 
their ancestral past and to the landscape. The cultural values of the identified sites may possibly differ to 
the archaeological significance values. 

All but one of  the 27  Survey Units would be partially  impacted by Exploratory Works. The 50 m wide 
riparian  exclusion  zone  adjacent  to  the  Yarrangobilly  River will  result  in  a  conservation  outcome with 
avoidance of 11 Aboriginal object  locales within  that zone. Twenty one Aboriginal object  locales within 
nine Survey Units would be disturbed by the Exploratory Works, of which:  

 seven occur in Survey Units 6 and 10 and are of moderate to high local significance; 

 three occur in Survey Unit 3 and are of low to moderate local significance; and  

 12 occur in Survey Units 4, 13, 16, 23, 24 and 25 and are of low local significance.  

These  have  been  historically  disturbed with most  Aboriginal  object  locales  already  impacted  and  not 
considered  to  be  of  sufficient  significance  to  warrant  avoidance  measures.  However,  a  number  of 
management strategies are possible which are identified in Section 5.6.4.   

b. Historic heritage 

A  total of 128  items were  recorded  in  the course of  fieldwork and  research  for  the Exploratory Works. 
Each  of  the  items  identified  have  been  assessed  against  the  NSW  heritage  assessment  criteria  with 
statements of significance included in Appendix P.  

 The vast majority of identified items are assessed to be of insufficient value to warrant any sort of 
formal heritage  listing with only 16 of the 127 sites assessed to be of  local significance and none 
assessed  to be of potential  state  significance. Direct  impacts will occur  to 58  items of potential 
historic heritage, of which five are assessed to be of local significance. 

 Of  the  five  items  considered  to  be  of  local  significance  within  disturbance  footprint,  four  are 
associated  with  the  former  Lobs  Hole Mine  and  will  be  impacted.  These  will  require  archival 
recording before removal. One site within the disturbance footprint is recommended to be avoided 
during construction: Ravine cemetery. 

 While  the majority  of  potential  heritage  items  are  not  assessed  to warrant  listing,  the material 
heritage at Lobs Hole,  is nevertheless, determined to be of considerable  interest and value to the 
local community and individuals with historic ties to the area. 

 Specific management and mitigation measures are listed for each individual heritage item that will 
be directly  impacted  in  Table 12 of Appendix P. A  series of management  recommendations  are 
presented. 

In  addition,  an  assessment  of  Exploratory Works  on  national  heritage  concluded  that  no  significant 
impacts  to  the  two  listed  places  (Australian  Alps  National  Parks  and  Reserves  and  Snowy Mountains 
Scheme) are expected.   
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5.5.4 Mitigation measures 

A  summary  of  the mitigation  and management measures  that would  be  implemented  for  Exploratory 
Works to minimise and avoid impacts to Aboriginal and historic heritage is provided in Table 5.13. These 
measures will be incorporated into the CHMP.  

Table 5.13  Summary of mitigation measures 

Impacts/risks  Reference#  Measures 

Impact to known and 
unknown heritage 
sites and items  

HER01  A Cultural Heritage Management Plan (CHMP) will be prepared and 
implemented to guide the process for management and mitigation of impacts to 
Aboriginal cultural and historic heritage. The CHMP will: 

be prepared in consultation with RAPs and OEH; 

include procedures relating to the conduct of additional archaeological 
assessment including monitoring after clearance, if required;  

set out guidelines for the management of movable heritage located anywhere in 
or near the project areas, to ensure that it is not inadvertently impacted or 
removed; and  

include an unexpected finds protocol for Aboriginal and European objects and 
sites, including reference to the management of the unknown locations of 
unmarked graves at Lobs Hole. 

Loss of Aboriginal 
cultural heritage 

HER02  Specific management and mitigation measures are listed for each individual 
heritage item in Table 21 of Appendix O, and will be included in the CHMP. 

Aboriginal cultural heritage management measures to be included in the CHMP 
are: 

impacts to ground surfaces should be kept to an absolute minimum; 

for Survey Units which are assessed to be of higher significance values mitigated 
impacts in the form of partial impacts only (ie conservation of part of an 
Aboriginal site or Survey Unit) and/or salvage in the form of further research and 
archaeological analysis prior to impacts; 

salvage excavations in five Survey Units in order to mitigate impacts to the 
archaeological resource in the project area; and 

the CHMP is to include management measures of any further Aboriginal cultural 
heritage values which may be identified during construction. 

Loss of historic 
heritage 

 

HER03  Salvage and/or archival recording of potential and known heritage items to be 
removed in the Lobs Hole Ravine area. 

HER04  Specific management and mitigation measures are listed for each individual 
heritage item in Table 19 of Appendix P, and will be included in the CHMP. A 
series of management recommendations are presented. In some instances, no 
impact mitigation is required. For others a range of measures are recommended 
ranging from salvage of movable heritage to salvage excavation. 

In particular and where possible, further avoidance is recommended for the 
Ravine cemetery. 

HER05  A comprehensive research project on the history and heritage of the area will be 
undertaken to fill in the gaps in the existing history of settlement and mining and 
the archival recording of heritage items in the Lobs Hole Ravine area. 

 
   




