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This report has been prepared by GHD for ARTC and may only be used and relied on by ARTC for the 
purpose agreed between GHD and ARTC as set out in section 1.3 of this report. GHD otherwise disclaims 
responsibility to any person other than ARTC arising in connection with this report. GHD also excludes 
implied warranties and conditions, to the extent legally permissible.

The services undertaken by GHD in connection with preparing this report were limited to those specifically 
detailed in the report and are subject to the scope limitations set out in the report. The opinions,
conclusions and any recommendations in this report are based on assumptions made by GHD described 
in this report. GHD disclaims liability arising from any of the assumptions being incorrect.

Whilst every care has been taken to prepare the maps included in this report, GHD and ARTC, make no 
representations or warranties about its accuracy, reliability, completeness or suitability for any particular 
purpose and cannot accept liability and responsibility of any kind (whether in contract, tort or otherwise) for
any expenses, losses, damages and/or costs (including indirect or consequential damage) which are or 
may be incurred by any party as a result of the map being inaccurate, incomplete or unsuitable in any way 
and for any reason.
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Glossary 
Abbreviation
ARTC Australian Rail Track Corporation

CTMP Construction Traffic Management Plan

DPE Department of Planning and Environment

EIS Environmental Impact Statement

EP&A Act NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979

Project The construction and operation of the Cabramatta Loop

Project site Refers to the area that would be directly disturbed by 
construction of the project (for example, as a result of ground 
disturbance and the construction of foundations for 
structures). It includes the location of construction activities, 
compounds and work sites, and the location of permanent
operational infrastructure.

SEARs Secretary Environmental Assessment Requirements

SIA Social Impact Assessment

SSFL Southern Sydney Freight Line 
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Executive summary 
Australian Rail Track Corporation proposes to construct and operate a passing loop for up to
1,300 metre length trains on the Southern Sydney Freight Line (SSFL) between Sydney Trains’ 
Cabramatta and Warwick Farm stations. The Cabramatta Loop Project would allow freight trains 
to pass and provide additional rail freight capacity along the SSFL.

The purpose of this Social Impact Assessment (SIA) is to assess the potential social impacts 
resulting from the construction, operation and cumulative impacts associated with the project. It
has been developed in line with Australian and International guidelines for SIA. 

In summary, key potential social impacts of the project would include:

Construction

– Disruptions to parking, movements, access and visual amenity for local residents, and 
users and operators of community facilities in close proximity to the project area due
to construction activities, road and pathway closures and diversions associated with 
the reconfiguration of Broomfield Street and Sussex Street residents.

– Impacts to the amenity, access, use and functionality of Jacquie Osmond Reserve due 
to construction activates associated with the site compound and haulage vehicle 
movements. 

– Impacts to amenity which could affect Lawrence Hargrave Special Education School 
students, teachers and parents due to proximity to construction activities and haulage 
vehicle movements.

– Potential for a decrease in participants and patrons to local facilities and events 
including the Cabramatta Moon Festival, Chinese Lunar New Year Festival,
Cabramatta Rugby League Club and Warwick Farm Racecourse due to perceived 
changes to access during construction.

Operation

– Permanent changes to visual surroundings and views from private dwellings or 
businesses located on Broomfield Street and Sussex Street, and for users of Jacquie 
Osmond Reserve. These changes may be perceived to either reduce or improve local 
amenity.

Cumulative

– Potential for cumulative amenity, economic and access impacts resulting from multiple 
construction projects occurring in the local area at the same time as the project. This 
could lead to ‘construction fatigue’ for local communities. 

Potential social impacts would be minimised by implementing the mitigation measures identified 
by the EIS that are relevant to the following issues:

traffic and transport

noise and vibration

air quality

landscape and visual impacts.
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In addition, the SIA recommends a robust community and stakeholder engagement plan to be 
implemented prior to and during the construction phase. This will ensure key stakeholders,
potentially affected community members and community facilities are informed about how 
construction activities may impact them, progress of the project activities, and given the 
opportunity to provide feedback and input into potential mitigation measures where relevant.

Targeted consultation with vulnerable community members is also recommended as part of the 
community and stakeholder engagement plan. The SIA also recommends ARTC identify and 
consider opportunities to provide local community benefits to offset local community impacts 
(such as preservation of noise wall artwork, additional green wall vegetation along Broomfield 
street, contributions to the local urban canopy/tree replacement and upgrade to the access road 
into Jacquie Osmond Reserve).
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1. Introduction 
1.1 Overview 

Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) proposes to construct and operate a passing loop for 
up to 1,300 metre length trains on the Southern Sydney Freight Line (SSFL) between Sydney 
Trains’ Cabramatta and Warwick Farm stations. The Cabramatta Loop Project (‘the project’) 
would allow freight trains to pass and provide additional rail freight capacity along the SSFL.

The project is State significant infrastructure in accordance with Division 5.2 of the NSW 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act). As State significant 
infrastructure, the project needs approval from the NSW Minister for Planning and Public 
Spaces.

This report has been prepared to accompany the environmental impact statement (EIS) to 
support the application for approval of the project, and address the environmental assessment 
requirements of the Secretary of the Department of Planning and Environment (the SEARs), 
issued on 17 May 2018.

1.2 The project 

1.2.1 Location  

The project is generally located within the existing rail corridor between the Hume Highway and 
Cabramatta Road East road overbridges in the suburbs of Warwick Farm and Cabramatta. In 
addition, the project includes works to Broomfield Street adjacent to the rail corridor in 
Cabramatta.

The rail corridor is owned by the NSW Government (RailCorp) and leased to ARTC. 

The location of the project is shown on Figure 1.1.

1.2.2 Key features 

The key features of the project include:

New rail track – providing a 1.65 kilometre long section of new track with connections to the 
existing track at the northern and southern ends

Track realignment – moving about 550 metres of existing track sideways (slewing) to make 
room for the new track

Bridge works – constructing two new bridge structures adjacent to the existing rail bridges 
over Sussex Street and Cabramatta Creek

Road works – reconfiguring Broomfield Street for a distance of about 680 metres between 
Sussex and Bridge streets.

Ancillary work would include communication, works to existing retaining and noise walls, 
drainage work and protecting/relocating utilities. In addition, minor works in the form of new 
signalling would be installed at a number of locations within the rail corridor (indicative locations 
provided in the EIS).

The key features of the project are shown on Figure 1.2.

Further information on the project is provided in the EIS.
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1.2.3 Timing 

Subject to approval of the project, construction is planned to start in early 2021, and is expected 
to take about two years. Construction is expected to be completed in early 2023.

It is anticipated that some features of the project would be constructed while the existing rail line 
continues to operate. Other features of the project would need to be constructed during 
programmed weekend rail possession periods when rail services along the line cease to 
operate. Possession periods typically occur for 48 hours at a time four times a year.

1.2.4 Operation 

The project would operate as part of the SSFL and would continue to be managed by ARTC.
ARTC is not responsible for the operation of rolling stock. Train services are currently, and 
would continue to be, provided by a variety of operators.

Following the completion of works, the existing functionality of Broomfield Street would be 
restored, with one travel lane in each direction, kerb-side parking on both sides and a shared 
path on the western side of the street.

1.3 Purpose and scope of this report 

The purpose of this report is to assess the potential socio-economic impacts from the 
construction and operation of the project to support the EIS. Although there were no specific 
requirements in the SEARs in terms of social impacts, the report has addressed the general 
requirements for the EIS provided in the SEARs, as outlined in Table 1.1. It also addresses 
relevant issues raised by agencies in their responses to the SEARs, as outlined in Table 1.2.

This report documents the methods, findings and recommendations of the SIA for project. The 
report:

Identifies the social area of influence including the local government areas, suburbs, 
communities and infrastructure likely to be affected by the project.

Describes the existing social environment of the identified area with particular reference to 
the project location and activities involved in construction and operation. This will establish 
our social baseline from which potential impacts can be predicted.

Identifies and predicts the potential benefits and impacts on the communities and 
community facility infrastructure in the area.

Recommends mitigation measures to avoid or minimise potential adverse impacts and 
maximise benefits to the communities and other stakeholders.
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Table 1.1 SEARs relevant to this assessment 

Requirements Where addressed in 
this report

3 (2) Assessment of Key Issues

For each key issue the Proponent must:

(a) describe the biophysical and socio-economic environment, as far as 
it is relevant to that issue

Section 4

(b) describe the legislative and policy context, as far as it is relevant to
the issue

Section 3

(c) identify, describe and quantify (if possible) the impacts associated 
with the issue, including the likelihood and consequence (including worst 
case scenario) of the impact (comprehensive risk assessment), and the 
cumulative impacts

Section 6

(d) demonstrate how potential impacts have been avoided (through 
design, or construction or operation methodologies);

Refer to the EIS

(e) detail how likely impacts that have not been avoided through design
will be minimised, and the predicted effectiveness of these measures 
(against performance criteria where relevant) 

Section 7

General requirements for the EIS
2. The EIS must include, but not necessarily be limited to, the following:
(a) measures to avoid, minimise or offset impacts must be linked to the 
impact(s) they treat, so it is clear which measures will be applied to each 
impact

Section 7

(b) consideration of the interactions between measures proposed to 
avoid or minimise impact(s), between impacts themselves and between 
measures and impacts

Section 7

(c) an assessment of the cumulative impacts of the project taking into 
account other projects that have been approved but where construction 
has not commenced, projects that have commenced construction, and 
projects that have recently been completed 

Section 6.4

3 (2) For each key issue the Proponent must: 
(a) describe the biophysical and socio-economic environment, as far as 
it is relevant to that issue

Section 4

(b) describe the legislative and policy context, as far as it is relevant to 
the issue

Section 3

(c) identify, describe and quantify (if possible) the impacts associated 
with the issue, including the likelihood and consequence (including worst 
case scenario) of the impact (comprehensive risk assessment), and the 
cumulative impacts

Section 6

(d) demonstrate how potential impacts have been avoided (through 
design, or construction or operation methodologies);

Section 6

(e) detail how likely impacts that have not been avoided through design 
will be minimised, and the predicted effectiveness of these measures 
(against performance criteria where relevant)

Section 7

(f) detail how residual impacts will be managed or offset, and the 
approach and effectiveness of these measures.

Section 7

Where multiple reasonable and feasible options to avoid or minimise 
impacts are available, they must be identified and considered and the 
proposed measure justified taking into account the public interest.

Section 7
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Table 1.2 Agency requirements relevant to this assessment 

Requirements Where addressed in this 
report

Fairfield City Council 
Property
Potential business impacts to council’s car parking facilities as 
a result of the loss of parking in Broomfield Street

Sections 6.2.3, 6.3.3 and
6.4.3

Open space
Impacts on the Parramatta to Liverpool Rail Trail Cycleway as 
a result of works to Broomfield Street

Sections 6.2.3 and 6.3.3

Festivals
Construction should not affect Cabramatta’s large street 
festivals

Section 6.2.4

Department of Industry
DPI Water
Assess impacts from construction and operation on potentially 
affected properties, businesses, recreational users and land 
and water users

Section 6

1.4 Structure of this report 

The structure of the report is outlined below:

Section 1 – provides an introduction to the report

Section 2 – describes the methodology for the SIA, including the legislative and policy 
context for the assessment, and relevant guidelines

Section 3 – provides an overview of the relevancy and application of federal, state and 
local government policies and guidelines

Section 4 – describes the social baseline for the two local government areas in which the 
project falls within, Fairfield City Council and Liverpool City Council, including context 
description, demographic analysis and social infrastructure 

Section 5 – describes the approach and outcomes of SIA specific consultation outcomes, 
relevant to the SIA

Section 6– assessment of construction, operation and cumulative socio-economic impacts 
on amenity, economic, access and community

Section 7 – outlines recommended mitigation measures 


