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1. Introduction

1.1 Sydney International Speedway 

The NSW Government has committed to relocating speedway racing to Western Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: 
Eastern Creek Motor Sports, creating a true motorplex for the NSW motorsport racing community. The new 
speedway would provide the community and racing supporters a unique sporting facility that would cater for 
local, regional, national, and international racing events while continuing to support the growth of speedway 
racing in NSW. 

The new speedway would be located alongside the existing Sydney Dragway to the north and east and the 
Sydney Motorsports Park (operated by the Australian Racing Drivers' Club) to the north. 

Western Sydney Parklands Trust, in association with the NSW Office of Sport, is leading a masterplanning process 
for Western Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports, with opportunities to share infrastructure 
and coordinate events across the three venues. This masterplan sets the context for the planning of the new 
Sydney International Speedway, which is the subject of this Technical Paper. 

As part of delivering Sydney Metro West – the city’s next big underground railway, the existing NSW government 
land currently used for speedway racing is required for a future stabling and maintenance facility. The project is 
planned to be constructed and operational prior to the closure of the current speedway. 

The project site is located on land owned and managed by Western Sydney Parklands Trust. Sydney Metro is 
applying for State significant infrastructure approval and is proposing to build the project on behalf of and 
pursuant to arrangements with Western Sydney Parklands Trust. 

Section 5.12(4) of the EP&A Act provides for the declaration of specified development on specified land as State 
significant infrastructure. A declaration is being sought for the Sydney International Speedway as State 
significant infrastructure under Sections 5.12(4) of the EP&A Act. Schedule 4 of State Environmental Planning 
Policy (State and Regional Development) 2011 will be amended to include Sydney International Speedway.

1.2 Location 

The project would be located within Western Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports, which 
sits within the Blacktown Local Government Area (LGA) in the Central River City subregion of Greater Sydney, 
about six kilometres southwest of the Blacktown City Centre, and 32 kilometres west of the Sydney Central 
Business District. The location of the project is shown on Figure 1-1. 
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Figure 1-1 Proposed location of the Sydney International Speedway 

1.2.1 Local context of the project 

The footprint of the project site is about 21 hectares. The Western Motorway (M4 Motorway) is about 
1.4 kilometres north, and the Westlink M7 is about 1.2 kilometres west of the project. Industrial and commercial 
developments are located to the north and west of these major roads. Prospect Nature Reserve, which contains 
Prospect Reservoir, is about 150 metres east of the project. The local context of the project is shown on Figure 
1-2. 

Sixteen precincts have been identified within the Western Sydney Parklands, each with its own character and 
land uses, infrastructure, issues and opportunities. The project would be situated within Western Sydney 
Parklands’ Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports. The project is bounded by Ferrers Road to the northwest, 
Ferrers Road and vegetation as part of Western Sydney Parklands in the west, the Warragamba Pipeline to the 
south and the Austral Bricks Horsley Park Brickworks located further south. Other motorsport operators within 
Western Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports include Sydney Dragway immediately to the 
north and east and Sydney Motorsport Park (operated by the Australian Racing Drivers’ Club) to the north. A full 
list of stakeholders is provided in Chapter 4 (Stakeholder and community engagement) of the Environmental 
Impact Statement. 

Other businesses in the vicinity include: 

 The SUEZ Eastern Creek Resource Recovery Park, about 1.1 kilometres west of the project 

 Global Renewables waste processing facility, about 650 metres west of the project. 
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Figure 1-2 Local context of the project 

1.3 Overview of the project 

Once complete, the project would include world class racing infrastructure in the form of a clay based racetrack 
benchmarked to national and international best practice for both speedway vehicles and motorcycles. To 
facilitate the use of the speedway racetrack, the following ancillary racing infrastructure would be constructed: 

 New vehicle access to the raceway area via an existing intersection off Ferrers Road 

 A racing competitor’s pit area, comprising around 150 parking bays for race vehicles and their tenders, 
including 20 bays for heavy vehicles transporting racing vehicles to and from the speedway and viewing 
platforms for pit crews 

 Workshops/garages and trackside operational support areas to be used by pit crews. 

High quality event support infrastructure provided to maximise the spectator experience at speedway events 
would comprise: 

 A grandstand with the capacity to seat around 3750 spectators 

 Ticketing and entryway structures 

 Spectator facilities, including terraced seating for up to a total of around 7000 spectators, public amenities, 
corporate boxes, provision for food and beverage operators together with merchandise outlets 
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 Dedicated parking provided for spectators, visitors and users of the Sydney International Speedway, 
available for use by other motorsport operators by agreement 

 Dedicated parking for Sydney Dragway to replace the existing spectator parking areas which would form 
part of the Sydney International Speedway project site. The new Sydney Dragway parking would be 
available for use by other motorsport operators by agreement. 

Operational support infrastructure would be provided to enable the operation of the Sydney International 
Speedway. Such infrastructure would include: 

 Public safety including fencing and fire safety systems 

 Communications including a fibre optic network (to suit internet broadcasting bandwidth and PA/AV 
provisions), signage and large broadcasting screens 

 Services including the provision of stormwater, drainage and flooding, utilities and lighting. 

The operational site layout is shown on Figure 1-3. Operation would also include maintenance activities required 
to support the project. 

Construction of the project is expected to take around 13 months to complete. The following construction 
activities would be carried out:  

 Clearing, earthworks and levelling 

 Landforming works 

 Establishment of carparks 

 Construction of racing and event support infrastructure 

 Utilities connections, landscaping and finishing works. 

Further detail on the project is provided in Chapter 5 (Project description) of the Sydney International Speedway 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

  



Socio-economic assessment  
 
 

 

 

Sydney International Speedway 5 

 

Figure 1-3 Overview of the project 

1.4 Purpose and scope of this report 

This technical paper is one of several technical papers that form part of the Environmental Impact Statement. 
The purpose of this technical paper is to assess potential socio-economic benefits and impacts of the project. In 
doing so, it responds directly to the Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements outlined in Section 1.5. 

The objective of the socio-economic assessment was to: 

 Describe existing socio-economic characteristics, conditions and values in the study area potentially 
affected by the project 

 Assess potential impacts on communities, businesses and social values from the construction and operation 
of the project 

 Identify mitigation and management measures to avoid, manage or mitigate socio-economic impacts. 
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1.5 Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements 

The Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements were issued for Sydney International Speedway on 19 

May 2020. The requirements specific to the socio-economic impact assessment, and where these requirements 
are assessed in this technical paper, are outlined in Table 1-1. 

 Table 1-1 Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements – Social and economic 

Reference  Requirements Where addressed 

2.12.1 Social and economic, flooding, greenhouse gas and energy, climate change adaptation, 

waste management, property and land use assessments should be undertaken in 

accordance with the commitments in Section 6 of the Sydney International Speedway 

Scoping Report. 

Social and economic 

commitments are 

addressed in this report. 

The Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements refer to the assessments as identified in the Sydney 
International Speedway Scoping Report (Sydney Metro, 2020). Where these requirements are addressed in this 
technical paper are outlined in Table 1-2. 

Table 1-2 Investigations and assessments as identified in the Sydney International Speedway Scoping Report 

Scoping report requirements Where addressed  

Description of the existing socio-economic profile for the communities and businesses surrounding the project, 

including: 

 Social characteristics, including population and demography; families and housing; travel behaviour; socio-

economic indicators 
 Economic characteristics, including labour force, income and employment; and business and industry. 

Section 4 

Description of the key stakeholder groups and the values held by these communities, such as population and 

demographics, community services and facilities, local access and connectivity, amenity and character, and 

business and industry 

Section 4.5 

Assessment of the potential impacts of the project on the socio-economic values of the study area Section 5 

Identification of appropriate management and mitigation measures including measures to enhance the 

project’s benefits and to avoid, manage or mitigate its potential impacts. 
Section 6 

1.6 Structure of this report 

This report has been structured as follows: 

 Section 1 (this section) provides an overview of the project and the scope of the socio-economic assessment 

 Section 2 outlines the methodology that has been followed for the assessment 

 Section 3 provides a description of the existing socio-economic profile of the study area for the socio-
economic assessment 

 Section 4 details the socio-economic impact assessment for the project 

 Section 5 outlines the mitigation and management measures proposed to manage the socio-economic 
impacts of the project that have been identified as part of this assessment. 



Socio-economic assessment  
 
 

 

 

Sydney International Speedway 7 

2. Methodology 

2.1 Legislation and guidelines 

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 establishes the framework for assessing all types of 
development in NSW. In particular, the objects of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 include 
the need to promote the social and economic welfare of the community and to include social considerations in 
decision making about environmental planning and assessment. 

The Social impact assessment guideline for state significant mining, petroleum production and extractive 
industry development (Department of Planning and Environment, September 2017) (the SIA Guideline) has 
been prepared by the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment to provide a consistent framework and 
approach to the assessment of social impacts associated with State significant resource projects. In accordance 
with the commitments outlined in the Scoping Report for the project, the methodology for this socio-economic 
assessment has considered the requirements of the guideline. 

2.2 Study area 

The study area for this socio-economic assessment is based on those communities that have potential to 
experience changes in socio-economic conditions due to such things as the location of project and construction 
activities, or changes to such things as local movement patterns for residents, workers and visitors. 

The study area for this assessment is shown in Figure 2-1 and includes the Western Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: 
Eastern Creek Motor Sports, surrounding areas of the Western Sydney Parklands and adjacent suburbs. 
Specifically, it is defined by the boundary of the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) geographies of: 

 Minchinbury State Suburb (SSC) 

 Huntingwood SSC 

 Eastern Creek SSC 

 Horsley Park SSC. 
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Figure 2-1 Socio-economic impact assessment study area 

2.3 Study methodology 

Socio-economic assessment involves analysing the potential social and economic consequences of a 
development. This includes direct and indirect impacts to communities, business and industry that are likely to 
occur from the construction or operation of a proposed development. An overview of the methodology for this 
assessment is shown in Figure 2-2 with further information on each of these phases in the following sections. 
This methodology is generally consistent with the Social Impact Assessment: Guidance for assessing and 
managing the social impacts of projects (IAIA, 2015) and the International principles for social impact 
assessment, impact assessment and project appraisal (Vanclay, 2003). 

 

Figure 2-2 Socio-economic assessment methodology 

2.3.1 Scoping of likely socio-economic issues 

A preliminary review of the project was conducted to scope the likely socio-economic impacts relevant to the 
project’s construction and operation and communities and groups potentially affected. The outcomes of the 
scoping task assisted in defining the study area for this assessment and the information to be gathered for the 
existing baseline. The preliminary review considered: 
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 NSW SIA Guideline, including the Scoping Tool developed by the Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment 

 Social and economic assessments carried out for similar projects 

 Literature relating to existing socio-economic values in the study area 

 Outcomes of consultation carried out for the project. 

This assessment relates to potential socio-economic impacts associated with the construction and operation of a 
new Sydney International Speedway facility. Benefits and impacts for communities and businesses from the 
relocation of the facility from its existing location are addressed in the Sydney Metro West Environmental Impact 
Statement. 

2.3.2 Socio-economic baseline 

The description of existing socio-economic characteristics, conditions and values in the study area included 
review and analysis of: 

 State and local government policies relevant to the socio-economic environment of the study area 

 Population and demographic data for communities in study area, including population, housing, cultural 
diversity and travel 

 Data on employment and income, and information on existing businesses and industry 

 Information on social infrastructure and community uses in the study area, including recreation, education, 
health and emergency services 

 Social values and features in the study area that are important to communities and groups. 

Population and demographic data are presented for the study area, with information on Greater Sydney provided 
as a comparison. 

There were no people living in the Huntingwood SSC at the 2016 Census. This suburb has not been included in 
the analysis of population and demographic data for the study area, although consideration is given to this area 
in the review of social infrastructure, business and industry, and social values and features. 

Data sources used to inform the socio-economic baseline is listed in Section 2.4. 

2.3.3 Assessment of socio-economic impacts 

The assessment of impacts considered potential changes to existing socio-economic conditions due to the 
construction and operation of the project. This included consideration of direct and indirect impacts on 
communities and groups, and cumulative impacts due to interaction with other projects. The assessment 
considered potential impacts on: 

 Property 

 Employment and training 

 Local business and industry 

 Social infrastructure 

 Community values, including those relating to local amenity and character, community cohesion, safety and 
environmental values 

 Local access and connectivity, including impacts on road users, public transport users, pedestrians and 
cyclists. 



Socio-economic assessment  
 
 

 

 

Sydney International Speedway 10 

The primary focus of the assessment of socio-economic impacts was on the study area, although consideration 
was also given to potential impacts on regional communities within the Blacktown and Fairfield LGAs and 
Greater Sydney region, where relevant. 

The significance of potential socio-economic impacts was also evaluated using an evaluation framework, 
described below. 

Evaluation of significance framework 

To evaluate the significance of potential socio-economic impacts of the project’s construction and operation, an 
evaluation matrix was used based on the evaluation matrix developed for the Sydney Metro West Environmental 
Impact Statement (refer to Table 2-1). This considered the: 

 Consequences of the potential impact, being minimal, minor, moderate, major or catastrophic 

 Likelihood of the impact occurring, being rare, unlikely, possible, likely or almost certain. 

The criteria used for determining the significance of impacts is presented in Table 2-2. 

Table 2-1 Impact rating matrix 

Likelihood Consequence 

 Insignificant Minor Moderate Major Severe Catastrophic 

Almost 
unprecedented 

Low Low Low Low Medium Medium 

Rare Low Low Low Medium Medium High 

Unlikely Low Low Medium Medium High High 

Possible Low Medium Medium High High Very high 

Likely Medium Medium High High Very high Very high 

Almost certain Medium High High Very high Very high Very high 

Source: Social impact assessment – Sydney Metro West Stage 1 (Ethos Urban, 2020) 

Table 2-2 Likelihood and consequence definitions 

Category Description 

Likelihood criteria 

Almost certain Is expected to occur as a result of the project under most circumstances. 

Likely Would probably occur as a result of the project in most circumstances. 

Possible Could occur and has occurred in similar circumstances. 

Unlikely Could occur as a result of the project but is not expected. 

Rare Could occur only in exceptional circumstances. 

Almost unprecedented Not expected to ever occur 

Consequence level 

Catastrophic  Long term (greater than 12 months) and irreversible large scale environmental, social and 

economic impacts 

 Extended substantial disruptions and impacts to stakeholder(s)  

Severe  Long term (six to 12 months) and potentially irreversible impacts 

 Extensive remediation required 

 Severe disruptions or long term impacts to stakeholder(s)  
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Category Description 

Major  Medium term (between three and six months) and potentially irreversible impacts 

 Considerable remediation required 

 Major impacts or disruptions to stakeholder(s)  

Moderate  Medium term (between one and three months), reversible and/or well contained impacts 

 Minor remedial actions required 

 Moderate impacts or disruptions to stakeholder(s)  

Minor  Short term (less than one month), reversible or minor impacts that are within environmental 

regulatory limits and within the project site boundaries 

 Minor or short-term impacts to stakeholder(s)  

Insignificant  No appreciable or noticeable changes to the environment 

 Negligible impact to environment, stakeholder(s)  

Source: Social impact assessment – Sydney Metro West Stage 1 (Ethos Urban, 2020) 

2.3.4 Identification of mitigation and management measures 

The final step for this socio-economic assessment involved developing mitigation and management measures to 
avoid, minimise or mitigate socio-economic impacts arising from the construction and operation of the project. 

This assessment draws on mitigation and management measures recommended in other technical studies within 
the Sydney International Speedway Environmental Impact Statement as well as measures identified through 
engagement with key stakeholders for the project. 

2.4 Data sources 

The description of the existing socio-economic environment principally draws on information from the ABS 
Census of Population and Housing 2016. This is supplemented with data and information from: 

 The NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment on population projections 

 Other ABS publications, including on estimated resident population 

 Blacktown City Council and Fairfield City Council strategies, plans, publications, reports and websites 

 Other literature and website reviews. 

2.5 Stakeholder consultation 

Stakeholder consultation has informed the development of the Sydney International Speedway as well as 
investigations for the Sydney International Speedway Environmental Impact Statement. Engagement with 
stakeholders, including motorsports organisations, began in November 2019 and continued during preparation 
of the Environmental Impact Statement. 

Chapter 4 (Stakeholder and community engagement) of the Sydney International Speedway Environmental 
Impact Statement describes community and stakeholder engagement carried out for the project, including 
overview of key stakeholders, engagement activities carried out and feedback received. 



Socio-economic assessment  
 
 

 

 

Sydney International Speedway 12 

3. Social policy context 

3.1 Western Sydney Parklands Plan of Management 2030 

The Western Sydney Parklands Plan of Management 2030 (Western Sydney Parklands, 2018) (Plan of 
Management) provides the strategic management framework for the Western Sydney Parklands and assists the 
Parklands Trust in determining actions and priorities over the coming years. The Plan of Management was 
adopted by the Minister for Environment and Heritage on 17 December 2018 under the Western Sydney 
Parklands Act 2016 (Western Sydney Parklands Trust, 2018). 

The main principle of the Plan of Management that would be supported by the project is to ‘Co-locate 
complementary land uses’ as the project complements current motorsports related facilities within the Western 
Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports. The Western Sydney Parklands land use framework 
plan is presented in Figure 3-1. It identifies the various activity hubs, linkages, infrastructure, bushland corridor 
and conservation areas to be planned or delivered over the next 10 years. Land uses near the project include a 
proposed business hub between Eastern Creek and the Westlink M7 motorway, and environmental conservation 
areas around Prospect Reservoir (Western Sydney Parklands Trust, 2018). 

 

Source: Western Sydney Parklands Trust, 2018 

Figure 3-1 Western Sydney Parklands land use framework 2030 
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3.2 Local government strategies 

3.2.1 Our Blacktown 2036 

Our Blacktown 2036 (Blacktown Council, 2017) is the Community Strategic Plan for Blacktown City. The 
strategic plan outlines six strategic directions based on the community’s vision and aspirations for the future of 
Blacktown City. Strategic directions supported by the project include: 

 Strategic Direction 3 – A smart and prosperous economy, which relates to economic opportunities and 
partnerships to facilitate local and regional economic growth in the Council area and includes as key areas 
of focus strategies that assist in creating local jobs, and attracting major government and private investment 

 Strategic Direction 5 – A sporting and active city, which seeks to recognise Blacktown City as the sporting 
capital of Western Sydney with world standard sporting venues and events and community participation in 
local sports and includes as key focus areas the provision of elite sporting facilities, and increased 
community participation in sporting and recreational activities. 

The project would support local jobs through the construction phase, creating employment opportunities for 
residents of Blacktown City and the wider Western Sydney region. The project would also provide the community 
and racing supporters a unique sporting facility that would cater for local, regional, national, and international 
racing events while continuing to support the growth of speedway racing in NSW. 

3.2.2 2016-2026 Fairfield City Plan 

The 2016-2026 Fairfield City Plan – Our home, our city, our future (Fairfield Council, 2016) is the Community 
Strategic Plan for Fairfield City. The plan outlines five themes to achieve the community’s vision, priorities and 
goals for the next 10 years based on the community’s views, needs and aspirations. Themes relevant to the 
project include: 

 Theme 2 – places and infrastructure, which includes as an outcome ‘facilities and assets well managed and 
developed for the future’ 

 Theme 4 – local economy and employment, which includes outcomes relating to a ‘unique and energetic 
city as a destination for food and leisure activities’ and ‘a variety of job and training opportunities available 
in the City’. 

The project is consistent with these outcomes, providing new facilities, a destination of leisure and job and 
training opportunities during construction and operation. 
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4. Existing socio-economic environment 

This section includes a description of the existing socio-economic, land use and property characteristics and 
features in the study area to provide a baseline against which the project’s impacts can be assessed. Further 
information on population and demographic statistics is provided in Appendix A. 

4.1 Regional context 

The Blacktown and Fairfield LGAs are located about 35 kilometres west of central Sydney. 

In June 2019, the Blacktown LGA had an estimated resident population of about 374,451 people. Over the 
10 years to 2019, the Blacktown LGA experienced relatively strong population growth, with the population 
growing by an average of 2.3 per cent annually, increasing to an average of 2.4 per cent in the last five years. 
This is compared to average annual growth rates of 1.7 per cent and 1.9 per cent in Greater Sydney over the 
same 10 year and five year periods (based on ABS, 2020a and ABS, 2020b). The population of the Blacktown 
LGA is projected to grow to 612,148 people by 2041, representing an average annual rate of growth of 2.3 per 
cent (based on Department of Planning, Industry and Environment, 2019). 

The Fairfield LGA had an estimated resident population of 211,695 people in June 2019. Population growth in 
the Fairfield LGA was relatively low over the 10 years and five years to 2019, with annual average population 
growth at or slightly below one per cent (based on ABS, 2020a and ABS, 2020b). Population growth in the 
Fairfield LGA is projected to remain relatively stable, with the population projected to grow to 264,588 people in 
2041, an average of 1.0 per cent annually (based on Department of Planning, Industry and Environment, 2019). 

The Blacktown LGA is a predominantly residential area. Rural uses are located in the northern part of the LGA, 
while areas of major industrial and commercial uses are located across the LGA, including at Eastern Creek, 
Huntingwood/Arndell Park, and Pemulwuy near the project. Land uses in the Fairfield LGA comprise mainly 
residential uses, with major commercial centres located at Fairfield and Cabramatta and large scale industrial 
estates at Wetherill Park and Smithfield (idcommunity, 2020a and idcommunity, 2020b). 

In addition to the Western Sydney Parklands and the Sydney Motorsport Park (operated by the Australian Racing 
Drivers' Club), the Blacktown and Fairfield LGAs accommodate a range of community services and facilities of 
local, regional and State importance, including major hospitals and health care facilities, education facilities, 
recreation uses and arts and cultural facilities. Access to communities and businesses in the LGAs is provided by 
major roads including the Western Motorway (M4) and Westlink (M7) located near to the project. 

4.2 Community profile 

Table 4-1 provides a summary of key population, demographic and housing characteristics in the study area. The 
study area had a combined population of 8,283 people at the 2016 Census, of which more than two-thirds 
(67.8 per cent) lived within the suburb of Minchinbury. About 22.2 per cent of the population in the study area 
lived within the suburb of Horsley Park, while the remaining 10 per cent lived at Eastern Creek (ABS, 2017). 

Compared to Greater Sydney, communities in the study area are generally characterised by: 

 A mainly younger population, with generally lower median ages, a higher proportion of children aged 
14 years or less and lower proportion of older people aged 65 years or over. The exception to this is Horsley 
Park, which recorded a median age and proportion of older people well above Greater Sydney, possibly 
reflecting the more rural nature of this suburb. 

 Diverse populations, with above average proportions of Indigenous people and people who speak a 
language other than English at home. Within the study area, Horsley Park had a particularly high proportion 
of people who speak a language other than English at home, and Eastern Creek had a relatively high 
proportion of people who identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander. 
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 Higher than average proportion of families with children, with about 74 per cent of families comprising 
either one-parent families or couple families with children, compared to about 64.8 per cent in Greater 
Sydney. Within the study area, Minchinbury had the highest proportion of families with children and Horsley 
Park had the lowest proportion of families with children and highest proportion of couple families with no 
children, which is likely to reflect the older population of this suburb. 

 Lower density suburbs, with a considerably higher proportion of people living in separate houses (90.6 per 
cent) and lower proportion of people living in medium or high density housing such as semidetached 
houses, town houses and apartments. Within the study area, Minchinbury and Horsley Park had proportions 
of separate houses above the study area average. Minchinbury also had proportions of medium or high 
density housing above the study area average, although this was well below Greater Sydney. 

 Relatively high proportion of homes that were owner-occupied (that is, owned outright or owned with a 
mortgage) and low proportion of homes that are being rented. The exception to this is Eastern Creek, which 
reported proportions of owner-occupied or rental homes similar to the Greater Sydney average. 

 Lower level of housing affordability in relation to houses with a mortgage with a relatively high proportion 
of households for which mortgage costs represent at least 30 per cent of their income. The study area also 
displayed a higher level of rental housing affordability. 

 Relatively high proportion of people that use a car for all or part of their journey to work and relatively low 
proportion of people who use the bus. About 75 per cent of people aged 15 years or over reported that they 
travelled to work by car, as either a driver or passenger, compared to 58.8 per cent in Greater Sydney. 
Within the study area, Minchinbury displayed the highest reliance on private vehicle for travel, while Horsley 
Park had the lowest proportion of people that used the car for travel to work. 

Table 4-1 Population, demographic and housing characteristics 

Characteristic Study area Greater Sydney 

Population and age   

Population (2016 census) 8,283 4,823,991 

Median age (years) 34-42 36 

0-14 years 20.9% 18.8% 

15-64 years 68.3% 68.0% 

65+ years 10.8% 13.1% 

Cultural diversity   

Overseas born 39.3% 42.9% 

Speaks language other than English 38.0% 35.8% 

Indigenous people 1.9% 1.5% 

Families and households   

Couple family with no children 24.9% 33.4% 

Families with children (one parent and couple families) 74.0% 64.8% 

Total families 2210 1,247,047 

Housing   

Total occupied private homes 2,489 1,759,927 

Separate houses 90.6% 52.5% 

Semi-detached, row or terrace house, townhouse, flat, apartment, 
etc 

3.6% 38.8% 

Owned outright or owned with a mortgage 77.0% 62.4% 

Rented 19.6% 34.1% 
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Characteristic Study area Greater Sydney 

Households with rent payments greater than or equal to 30% of 
household income 

6.1-10.4 14.2% 

Households with mortgage repayments greater than or equal to 
30% of household income 

8.8-12.2 8.4% 

Travel to work   

Travel to work by car (as a passenger or driver) (all or part of 
journey) 

75.0% 58.8% 

Travel to work by bus (all or part of journey) 2.4% 8.7% 

Source: Based on ABS Census of Population and Housing 2016 

4.3 Economic profile 

4.3.1 Income and employment primary study area 

A comparison of key income and employment characteristics for the study area against Greater Sydney is 
provided in Table 4-2. Compared to Greater Sydney, communities in the study area are generally characterised 
by: 

 Varying levels of individual and household incomes, with median personal and household incomes below 
Greater Sydney in two of the study area suburbs. 

 Lower proportions of households with incomes less than $650 per week and more than $3000 per week. 
Within the study area, the exception to this is Horsley Park which had a proportion of low-income 
households and high-income households above the Greater Sydney average. 

 Relatively high proportion of workforce participation, with 65.7 per cent of the population aged 15 years or 
older either employed or actively looking for work. This was mainly driven by relatively high rates of 
workforce participation in Minchinbury and Eastern Creek. The lower rates of workforce participation in 
Horsley Park may reflect the older population in this suburb. 

 Level of unemployment below Greater Sydney, with 5.4 per cent of people aged 15 years or older reporting 
as unemployed, compared to 6.0 per cent in Greater Sydney. Within the study area Minchinbury had the 
highest rate of unemployment, which was the same as Greater Sydney. 

 Key industries of employment for residents in the study area included construction; retail trade; health care 
and social assistance; manufacturing; and transport, postal and warehousing. Compared to Greater Sydney, 
communities in the study area had higher proportions of people employed in construction and retail trade, 
and lower proportions of people employed in health care and social assistance. 

Table 4-2 Income and employment characteristics 

Characteristic Study area Greater Sydney 

Income   

Median weekly personal income ($) 627-724 719 

Median weekly household income ($) 1613-2002 1750 

Households with income <$650/week 10.4% 15.1% 

Households with income >$3,000/week 19.9% 21.3% 

Employment   

Total labour force 4,306 2,418,899 

Participation rate 65.7% 61.6% 

Unemployment 5.4% 6.0% 
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Characteristic Study area Greater Sydney 

Key industries of employment  Construction 

 Retail trade 

 Health care and social assistance 

 Manufacturing 

 Transport, postal and warehousing 

 Health care and social assistance 

 Professional, scientific and technical 

services 

 Retail trade 

 Construction 

 Education and training 

Source: Based on ABS Census of Population and Housing 2016 

4.3.2 Local business and industry 

The study area includes a range of commercial and industrial land uses that service customers across the wider 
Sydney area, NSW and nationally. These include businesses involving transport, logistics and distribution 
services; manufacturing; waste management and recycling; and motorsports and driver training related 
businesses. 

Key areas of commercial and industrial uses and business uses within the study area are shown on Figure 4-1 
and include: 

 The Western Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports, which supports a range of 
motorsports and driver training businesses, including Sydney Dragway and Sydney Motorsport Park 
(operated by the Australian Racing Drivers Club). 

 Eastern Creek industrial area, west of the M7 Motorway and Wallgrove Road, which comprises a range of 
transport logistics and distribution uses, including for major department, clothing and hardware retailers; 
manufacturing uses; retail businesses, including service stations/truck stops and local eateries; and personal 
service businesses such as gyms and child care. 

 Between the Sydney Motorsport Park (operated by the Australian Racing Drivers' Club) and M4 Western 
Motorway, which comprises a mix of commercial and industrial uses including short-term accommodation 
(for example, Alpha Hotel), restaurants and hotels (for example, Oak Bar and Grill, McDonalds); retail uses 
(for example Caltex service station, kart shop), professional services such as education and training 
providers; automotive repairs and servicing; and manufacturing. 

 Huntingwood, north of the project and between the M4 Western Motorway and Great Western Highway, 
which comprises a range of commercial uses (for example corporate headquarters); wholesale retail; 
manufacturing; transport and logistics; automotive and equipment sales and servicing; and State 
government services such as NSW Police and Fire and Rescue NSW. 
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Figure 4-1 Local business and industry near the project 

Sydney Dragway 

The Sydney Dragway is located adjacent to the eastern boundary of the project. The purpose-built facility 
comprises a dragway track, spectator viewing facilities that can accommodate up to 50,000 spectators, a seminar 
centre and support facilities and infrastructure. Sydney Dragway hosts a range of local, state and national level 
events as well as events such as corporate exhibitions, concerts and trade shows. Regular weekly events are held 
on Wednesday and Thursday evenings (from 6:00pm), Saturdays (day-time and night-time events) and Sundays 
(day-time events). 

Sydney Dragway also supports a number of businesses that offer driver training, including: 

 Drift School Australia, which is a motorsport fleet hire and driving school business. The business is open on 
Monday to Friday, between 10:00am and 5:00pm 

 Ian Luff Motivation Australia, which provides a range of services including driver training and safety, and 
corporate motivation. 

Sydney Dragway is also used by range of community clubs associated with car racing and cycling. Further 
information on these activities is provided in Section 4.4. 

Sydney Motorsport Park (operated by the Australian Racing Drivers' Club) 

The Sydney Motorsport Park (operated by the Australian Racing Drivers' Club) is located north of the project 
within the Western Sydney Parklands, to the south of the M4 Western Motorway. The purpose-built facility is 
Sydney’s only permanent race track. It comprises four race circuits and a range of associated racing support 
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facilities and function venue. The Sydney Motorsport Park (operated by the Australian Racing Drivers' Club) 
hosts a range of local club, state, national and international motor racing events, including V8 Supercars. The 
facility is also used for driver training, corporate drive days, and private practice as well as a venue for concerts, 
festivals, and private events. 

The Sydney Motorsport Park (operated by the Australian Racing Drivers' Club) also supports a number of driver 
and motorsport related businesses including: 

 Radical Australia, which offers a range of events, coaching and mentoring programs, and maintenance and 
service facilities for Radical sportscars 

 Driving solutions, which provides driver training for all skills and abilities 

 Eastern Creek Top Rider, which offers a range of learn to ride and speciality courses for motorbike riders 

 MotoDNA Motorcycle Training Sydney, which offers motorbike rider training and coaching. 

The importance of the Sydney Motorsport Park (operated by the Australian Racing Drivers' Club) and its 
surrounding precinct is reflected in the Western Sydney Parklands Plan of Management 2030, which sets a 
priority to create a precinct which includes complementary uses to generate local employment and economic 
development in Western Sydney. 

Other businesses near the project 

A number of businesses are located at Eastern Creek and Horsley Park adjacent to Western Sydney Parklands’ 
Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports, including: 

 The SUEZ Eastern Creek Resource Recovery Park, which includes an organic resource recovery facility 
processing up to 50,000 tonnes of organic material each year, and an advanced resource recovery 
technology facility owned and operated by Global Renewables 

 Global Renewables Eastern Creek Waste Management Facility, which currently processes 220,000 tonnes of 
household waste per year 

 Austral Bricks brickworks facility 

 Veolia Environmental Services. 

4.4 Social infrastructure 

The study area accommodates a range of community services and facilities that cater for the needs of both local 
and regional communities. These include: 

 Sport and recreation uses within the Western Sydney Parklands, including those associated with the Sydney 
Dragway and Sydney Motorsport Park (operated by the Australian Racing Drivers' Club) 

 Education and child care facilities in surrounding residential suburbs such as Minchinbury and Horsley Park, 
and commercial areas at Eastern Creek and Huntingwood 

 Medical and health care facilities servicing local communities in Minchinbury and Horsley Park 

 Emergency services uses in Huntingwood (Huntingwood Fire Station, NSW Police Traffic and Highway 
Patrol), and rural fire brigades at Horsley Park and Eastern Creek. 

Apart from sport and recreation uses within the Western Sydney Parklands, most of the social infrastructure 
within the study area is located at least one to two kilometres from the project. 
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4.4.1 Western Sydney Parklands 

The project site is located within the Western Sydney Parklands, which covers an area of about 5,280 hectares 
and extends from Quakers Hill in the north to Leppington in the south. The Parklands unites a number of formal 
and informal sport, recreation and leisure uses including playgrounds, picnic facilities, sports facilities, bike 
tracks, nature trails and entertainment facilities. 

The Western Sydney Parklands are managed by the Western Sydney Parklands Trust. The State Environmental 
Planning Policy (Western Sydney Parklands) 2009 provides the statutory framework for the development of the 
Parklands and the Western Sydney Parklands Plan of Management 2030 (Western Sydney Parklands Trust, 
2018) provides a framework for the operation and development of the Parklands. Consistency with the Western 
Sydney Parklands Plan of Management 2030 must be considered by consent authorities when determining 
development application in the Parklands. The Western Sydney Parklands Plan of Management 2030 identifies 
sixteen precincts and four hubs characterised by land use and function. The project sits within Western Sydney 
Parklands’ Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports. 

Western Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports covers an area of 272 hectares and is 
bounded by Ferrers Road to the west and Prospect Nature Reserve to the east (refer to Figure 4-2). The precinct 
is proposed to be a venue for motorsports and associated actives, events, exhibitions and facilities. Facilities 
within the precinct such as Sydney Dragway and Sydney Motorsport Park (operated by the Australian Racing 
Drivers' Club) support local car clubs, cycling clubs and off-road driver training. 

Key objectives identified in the Western Sydney Parklands Plan of Management 2030 (Western Sydney 
Parklands, 2018) for the Western Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports include: 

 Continue to provide quality motorsports facilities. 

 Acknowledge the precincts motorsports character while improving streetscape amenity and integration to 
the wider parkland. 

 Ensure environmental protection of Prospect Nature Reserve and investigate Indigenous and non-
indigenous cultural heritage. 

 Create recreational and community facilities. 

 Increase community participation and engagement. 

 Generate financial sustainability and economic development. 

Prospect Reservoir is located east of the project within Western Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 7: Prospect 
Recreation and Precinct 8: Prospect Reservoir and Nature Reserve. The Prospect Recreation Precinct covers an 
area of 148 hectares and is proposed to be a major destination for tourism while protecting WaterNSW and 
Sydney Water supply infrastructure. The main recreation area for the Prospect Reservoir, which includes picnic 
and barbeque facilities, is located within the Prospect Recreation Precinct and is about four kilometres east of the 
project at William Lawson Drive, on the eastern side of the Prospect Reservoir. The Prospect Reservoir and 
Nature Reserve Precinct covers an area of about 1080 hectares and includes the Prospect Reservoir, WaterNSW 
and Sydney Water infrastructure and the Prospect Nature Reserve. There is no public access to the Prospect 
Reservoir and Nature Reserve. 
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Source: Western Sydney Parklands Trust, 2019 

Figure 4-2 Western Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports 

4.5 Community values 

The amenity, character and identity of the study area is influenced by a range of land uses, including: 

 Motorsport activities, including major facilities such as the Sydney Motorsport Park (operated by the 
Australian Racing Drivers' Club), Sydney Dragway and Eastern Creek International Karting, and motorsports-
related driver education and commercial activities 

 Major industrial and commercial uses, including waste management and recycling, brickmaking and 
agriculture uses within the Western Sydney Parklands, and transport logistics and distribution uses, 
manufacturing and associated business support services in industrial areas at Eastern Creek and 
Huntingwood 

 Recreational uses within the Western Sydney Parklands, including those associated with the adjoining 
Western Sydney Parklands Precinct 8: Prospect Reservoir and Nature Reserve 
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 Major utilities infrastructure, including bulk water supply infrastructure, including WaterNSW Warragamba 
Pipelines that connect Warragamba Dam to Prospect Reservoir, and transmission lines and associated 
easements 

 Residential uses of varying densities, including low to medium density suburban residential uses at 
Minchinbury and rural residential uses at Horsley Park. 

Existing noise in the study area reflects these uses with key noise sources including commercial/industrial 
facilities, road traffic noise and noise from existing motorsport events and Sydney Motorsport Park (operated by 
the Australian Racing Drivers' Club) and Sydney Dragway. 

The Western Sydney Parklands contribute to the amenity, character and identity of the study area and 
surrounding region, and are important to communities across the wider western Sydney region for its landscape, 
recreation, environmental and heritage values. The Western Sydney Parklands was first identified in Sydney’s 
planning documents in 1968 to provide infrastructure and open space for current and future communities in 
western Sydney. It includes areas of bushland and formal and informal recreation uses and also supports long 
term infrastructure such as water storage and electricity easements, and farming, tourism and business uses. 

The Western Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports supports numerous motorsport and 
motoring clubs (for example car clubs, driver clubs and motorcycle clubs) as well as cycling clubs from across 
the greater Sydney region. The precinct facilities also provide opportunities for members of the public to 
participate in ‘ride day’ and ‘track days’. These provide opportunities for social interaction and recreation and 
contribute to a ‘sense of community’ for New South Wales’ motorsport racing community and motorsport and 
motoring enthusiasts. 

4.6 Access and connectivity 

The study area is serviced by a range of transport infrastructure, including major roads, local roads, public 
transport and active transport. 

Major roads in the study area provide access for private, public and freight traffic and include the Western 
Motorway (M4), Westlink M7 Motorway and Great Western Highway. Access to the Western Sydney Parklands’ 
Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports from these roads is provided by lower order roads including: 

 Wallgrove Road, which runs parallel to the M7 Motorway between Elizabeth Drive and the Great Western 
Highway and provides access to the precinct via local roads for motorists from Sydney’s north/northwest 
suburbs, west, including Penrith and Blue Mountains, city and Sydney’s eastern suburbs 

 The Horsley Drive, which provides access for motorists via local roads from the south/southwest suburbs 
and southern NSW 

 Ferrers Road, which forms the boundary of the project site and connects from Brabham Drive in the north of 
the precinct to The Horsley Drive to the south 

 Chandos Road, which connects Wallgrove Road to Ferrers Drive and provides access for motorists using 
Wallgrove Road 

 Brabham Drive, which connects the Great Western Highway to Ferrers Road. 

The study area is served by local Sydney Buses Network bus routes from Rooty Hill (Route 738) and between the 
University of Western Sydney Campus and Prairiewood (Route 835). The Western Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: 
Eastern Creek Motor Sports is serviced by local bus service Route 724, which provides a loop service between 
Blacktown Station and Huntingwood. The closest bus stop to the project site is located at Peter Brock Drive, 
about two kilometres north of the project site. Bus services on this route are limited at weekends, operating half 
hourly on Saturday and hourly on Sunday. 

The T1 Western Line is about six kilometres north of the project site with the nearest passenger rail stations at 
Rooty Hill, about 5.5 kilometres to the northwest, and Blacktown, about 6.5 kilometres to the northeast. 
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5. Impact assessment 

This section describes potential impacts on socio-economic values and conditions from the project’s 
construction and operation. 

5.1 Construction 

5.1.1 Employment 

During construction, the project would impact positively on employment through the creation of direct 
employment opportunities. The project would generate jobs for up to 31 full time equivalent positions and an 
additional 116 contractor roles with most construction workers expected to be sourced from across the wider 
Sydney region. As indicated in Section 3.2, supporting local employment and economic growth are priorities for 
the surrounding local government areas. The creation of employment opportunities during construction would 
benefit local and regional workers and have potential to support improved incomes for individuals. 

The project is also likely to generate indirect jobs in local, regional and national businesses and industries from 
increased economic activity and spending at businesses providing goods and services to support construction 
activities. 

5.1.2 Local business 

The project site is located on land owned and managed by the Western Sydney Parklands Trust, with parts of the 
project site currently leased to Sydney Dragway. 

During construction, potential benefits for local and regional businesses would mainly be associated with the 
provision of goods and services to support construction activities, for example equipment hire, transportation 
and administration services. 

As indicated in section 4.3.2, the Sydney Dragway undertakes racing events between September and May, and 
year-round utilises corporate seminar facilities for a range of activities, including presentations and business 
marketing and promotion as well as outdoor spaces for trade exhibitions and similar events. The Sydney 
Dragway and Sydney Motorsport Park (operated by the Australian Racing Drivers' Club) would be able to 
continue to operate in accordance with their current operations during the construction phase. Consultation with 
Sydney Dragway for the project identified the generation and movement of construction dust as a key issue that 
may impact on the operations when vehicles are using the dragway strip during events. 

Previous consultation carried out by the Western Sydney Parklands Trust with local stakeholders for the Western 
Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports also identified dust as an existing issue. The main 
cause of the dust identified by stakeholders was the waste management infrastructure located west of the 
project site, which closed in April 2017. Sydney Metro have committed to implementing measures to minimise 
the impacts of construction-generated dust on Sydney Dragway activities through the establishment of dust 
trigger levels to be met by the construction contractor supported by a dust monitoring program. Sydney Metro 
would also continue to consult with Sydney Dragway during the construction phase. 

Construction noise, dust and traffic may result in temporary disruptions to business amenity for some businesses 
closest to construction activities (for example, Drift School Australia and Ian Luff Motivation Australia) 
particularly where their activities are conducted outdoors (for example, driver instruction and training). These 
impacts would generally be managed with the implementation of standard environmental and traffic 
management measures and through consultation and communication with affected stakeholders. 

Temporary parking would be provided for Sydney Dragway to offset parking lost as a result of the project, as 
described further in Section 5.1.5. Additional information is provided in Chapter 7 (Noise and vibration) and 
Chapter 9 (Air quality) of the Sydney International Speedway Environmental Impact Statement. 
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5.1.3 Social infrastructure 

As indicated in Section 4.4, the study area includes a range of community services and facilities that cater for the 
needs of both local and regional communities, including education and child care facilities, medical and health 
care, and emergency services. Facilities such as Sydney Dragway and Sydney Motorsport Park (operated by the 
Australian Racing Drivers' Club) also support local motorsport, motoring and cycling clubs and are used by these 
clubs for regular events. 

Most of the social infrastructure within the study area, apart from sport and recreation uses within the Western 
Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports, is located about one to two kilometres away from the 
project. Construction activities are not expected to impact on the amenity, use or functioning of these facilities 
given the distance between the project and these facilities. Impacts of construction activities on the amenity, use 
or functioning of non-motorsport related recreational facilities within the Western Sydney Parklands (for 
example, picnic areas at Prospect Reservoir) are also not expected. 

Motor sporting car clubs hold occasional off road and dirt driver training events in the southern portion of the 
project site.  This site would be required from the start of construction and would no longer be available for such 
uses. The Motorsport Precinct Masterplan process (including consultation), being led by Western Sydney 
Parklands Trust with the Office of Sports, would aim to provide an appropriate venue for all existing motorsport 
users in the precinct. 

 As indicated in Section 5.1.2, Sydney Dragway would be able to continue to operate in accordance with their 
current operations during the construction phase, although construction noise, dust and traffic may temporarily 
impact on the use and enjoyment of this facility by local clubs. Sydney Metro have committed to implementing 
measures developed in consultation with Sydney Dragway to minimise the impacts of construction-generated 
dust on Sydney Dragway activities. Other management measures would also be implemented to minimise 
impacts of construction activities on users of this facility. Sydney Metro would consult with affected stakeholders 
about measures to manage direct construction impacts. 

Further information on parking arrangements for Sydney Dragway during the construction phase are described 
in Section 5.1.5. Additional information is provided in Chapter 7 (Noise and vibration) and Chapter 9 (Air quality) 
of the Sydney International Speedway Environmental Impact Statement. 

5.1.4 Community values 

During construction, potential impacts on community values would mainly be associated with: 

 Temporary adverse changes to local amenity as a result of increased construction noise, dust and traffic, 
impacting on users of facilities near to construction works 

 Temporary changes to local access and connectivity. 

Potential impacts on amenity for users of local businesses and social infrastructure near to construction activities 
are described in Section 5.1.2 and Section 5.1.3 respectively. Potential impacts on local access and connectivity 
during construction are discussed in Section 5.1.5. 

As indicated in Section 4.5, facilities within the Western Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports 
provide opportunities for social interaction and recreation and contribute to a ‘sense of community’ for the 
motorsport racing community and motoring enthusiasts. Access to facilities within the precinct for motorsport, 
motoring and cycling club activities would be maintained during construction. There is potential that some 
individuals may decide not to participate in club events at the Sydney Dragway during the construction phase 
due to concerns about perceived impacts from construction noise and dust. The implementation of 
environmental measures during construction and communication and engagement with local clubs about 
construction activities and potential management strategies is expected to effectively manage this risk. 
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Noise from construction activities during standard construction hours are not expected to impact on amenity at 
residential uses within the study area, due to the large separation distance between the project site and 
residential receivers. Impacts on night-time amenity and sleep disturbance at some residential uses in Horsley 
Park and Minchinbury that are closest to the project site would be minimised by restricting the use of certain 
machinery and equipment to standard daytime construction hours. Further information on potential 
construction noise impacts is provided in Technical Paper 2 (Noise and vibration) of the Sydney International 
Speedway Environmental Impact Statement along with proposed noise mitigation and management measures. 

Dust from construction activities is not expected to result in unacceptable changes to local air quality or cause 
nuisance or health impacts for communities in the study area. Further information on construction dust is 
provided in Chapter 9 (Air quality) of the Environmental Impact Statement. 

5.1.5 Access and connectivity 

Construction of the project would generate construction traffic associated with the haulage and delivery of 
construction materials, equipment and spoil from earthworks, and transport of the construction workforce. Many 
of the roads that would be used for construction haulage for the project are currently used by heavy vehicles to 
access uses within the Western Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motorsports and nearby industrial 
and commercial uses and potential impacts on road network performance from an increase in construction 
traffic are expected to be minor. During construction, access would also be maintained to properties adjoining 
the project, including Sydney Dragway. 

The speedway is located on land which is currently used for spectator parking during events at Sydney Dragway. 
During construction, temporary carparking for Sydney Dragway would be established comprising 800 spaces 
within the existing Sydney Dragway parking area and 1600 spaces within the project site, providing a total of 
2400 parking spaces available at all times. These parking facilities would be established before existing 
carparking facilities are removed to minimise disruptions for spectators. For major events at Sydney Dragway, a 
total of 3400 parking spaces would be provided across the project site, with additional parking spaces within the 
Sydney Motorsports Park (operated by the Australian Racing Drivers Club) available for use if required. During 
these major events, a shuttle bus service would be provided between this parking and the Sydney Dragway. 

A traffic, transport and parking assessment has been completed and provided as Technical Paper 1 (Traffic, 
transport and parking) of the Sydney International Speedway Environmental Impact Statement. This provides 
more detail on potential impacts on the road network, property access and parking. 

5.2 Operation 

5.2.1 Employment 

Operation of the project would result in the generation of five permanent full-time employment positions within 
the study area. Additional employment opportunities would also be provided through associated food and retail 
outlets during events. Local employment on the project would have positive impacts on economic outcomes for 
individuals. 

5.2.2 Local business 

The Sydney International Speedway would be designed to operate year-round, although it is expected that most 
events would be held during the speedway racing season between September and May. On average, it is likely 
that one event per week would be held at the speedway during the speedway racing season, with additional 
mid-week events held over the Christmas and New Year period. 

Race events at the speedway have potential to generate dust as a result of vehicle movements on the clay track, 
which has potential to impact on operations at Sydney Dragway through deposition of dust on the dragstrip. 
Consultation for the project identified dust as a key issue for vehicles using the dragway strip. Operation of 
Sydney International Speedway would include measures to manage dust deposition on the dragway site 
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including dust suppression and dust screening, establishment of dust trigger levels to be met by the speedway 
operator, supported by a dust monitoring program during events. Together, these measures would avoid dust 
impacts on the ongoing operation of Sydney Dragway. 

As indicated in Section 4.3.2, Sydney Dragway also support motorsport related and driving education businesses. 
Operation of the project is not expected to impact on these businesses given that most events at the Sydney 
International Speedway would be held on weekends or during weekday evenings, and outside of normal business 
operating hours. 

It is expected that major events would attract between 4000 and 6000 attendees per event, with smaller events 
attracting around 500 to 1000 spectators. An increase in the number of events and spectators at the motorsport 
precinct has potential to benefit local businesses within and surrounding the study area such as accommodation 
providers, hotels, and food outlets, through an increase in customers and trade. 

Car parking for speedway spectators would be accommodated within the project. Further information on parking 
arrangements for the Sydney International Speedway and Sydney Dragway are provided in Section 5.2.5. 

5.2.3 Social infrastructure 

The new Sydney International Speedway would provide the community and racing supporters a unique sporting 
facility that would cater for local, regional, national, and international racing events while continuing to support 
the growth of speedway racing in New South Wales. Establishment of the project would contribute to the 
objectives of the Western Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports by providing quality 
motorsports facilities and creating recreational and community facilities. This would also help to increase 
community participation and engagement in motorsport racing. 

As indicated in Section 4.4, most of the social infrastructure within the study area, apart from sport and 
recreation uses within Western Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: Eastern Creek Motor Sports is located away from 
the project. Operation of the project is not expected to impact on the amenity, use or functioning of these 
facilities given the distance between the project and these uses. Potential amenity impacts on users of 
non-motorsport related recreational facilities within the Western Sydney Parklands, including at Prospect 
Reservoir picnic areas off Reservoir Road, would be similar to those from existing motorsports events at the 
Sydney Motorsport Park (operated by the Australian Racing Drivers' Club) and Sydney Dragway. In addition, the 
timing of events at Sydney International Speedway would generally occur at times that these facilities are closed. 
As such, changes to the use or functioning of these facilities are generally not expected. 

5.2.4 Community values 

Once operational, the Sydney International Speedway would further consolidate New South Wale’s major 
motorsport facilities into the one location, supporting the role of the Western Sydney Parklands’ Precinct 5: 
Eastern Creek Motor Sports as a focus of local, regional, national and international motor racing events in New 
South Wales. As indicated in Section 4.5, the Eastern Creek Motor Sport precinct supports a range of motorsport 
and motoring clubs providing opportunities for social interaction and recreation for New South Wales 
motorsports racing community. The Sydney International Speedway would provide additional opportunities in 
the precinct for the racing community to participate in racing events, including as competitors and spectators, 
strengthening the sense of community for motorsport and motoring enthusiasts relating to this location. 

Noise levels from events at the Sydney International Speedway are expected to be comparable to, or lower than, 
noise levels from existing motorsports events at the Sydney Motorsport Park (operated by the Australian Racing 
Drivers' Club) and Sydney Dragway, particularly for communities to the west, north and east that are further from 
the project site. Operation of the project has potential to cause temporary amenity impacts for properties at 
Horsley Park south of the project site due to an increase in motorsport noise levels, particularly during noisiest 
activities such as sprint car events. 
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These impacts would be relatively short-term and infrequent, that is, occurring during events only and on 
average about once a week across the season (September to May) with additional week-night events during the 
Christmas and early January period. Where noise levels are predicted to exceed trigger levels, Sydney Metro 
would provide at-property treatment at each affected property to mitigate the impact as described further in 
Chapter 7 (Noise and vibration) of the Environment Impact Statement. 

Potential impacts on amenity for users of social infrastructure in the study area are described in Section 5.2.3. 

Dust from the operation of Sydney International Speedway is not expected to result in unacceptable changes to 
local air quality or cause nuisance or health impacts for communities in the study area. Further information on 
construction dust is provided in Chapter 9 (Air quality) of the Sydney International Speedway Environmental 
Impact Statement. 

5.2.5 Access and connectivity 

During operation, potential impacts on access and connectivity would mainly be associated with increased traffic 
on roads within and leading to the motorsport precinct prior to and following events. This may cause temporary 
delays at some intersections, although any impacts on the operational performance of the intersection are 
expected to be minor. 

Car parking for race spectators would be accommodated within the project. This would comprise a mix of parking 
areas specifically for the project, as well as an additional 2220 dedicated car parking spaces for Sydney Dragway. 
Additional parking would also be provided for competitors within the speedway pit area. 

Major events would be coordinated through a Major Events Operating Plan. This would provide either Sydney 
International Speedway or Sydney Dragway with exclusive access to the project site at agreed dates during the 
year.  Concurrent Speedway and Dragway events could only be held with the agreement of the operator 
benefitting from the exclusive access arrangements. 

It is expected that the parking provisions provided by the project would be adequate to meet anticipated 
demand for major events at the Sydney International Speedway. Operation of the project is not expected to 
impact on access to the project site, with site access during events expected to be managed by separating 
competitor/staff access and spectator access. 

Additional vehicles using local roads prior to and following events at the Sydney International Speedway has 
potential to result in minor increases in travel times for bus users, although any impacts on buses are expected 
to be minimal. Operation of the project is not expected to impact on access for pedestrians and cyclists within 
the study area. 

A traffic transport and parking assessment has been completed and provided as Technical Paper 1 (Traffic, 
transport and parking) of the Sydney International Speedway Environmental Impact Statement. This provides 
more detail on potential impacts of the project’s operation on the road network, property access and parking. 

5.3 Evaluation of significance 

Table 5-1 summarises the potential socio-economic benefits and impacts of the project’s construction and 
operation and the level of significance of identified benefits and impacts with and without management 
measures. The matrix used to evaluate the level of significance is provided in Section 2.3.3. 

Mitigation and management measures to address the socio-economic impacts of the project’s construction and 
operation are outlined in Section 6. 
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6. Mitigation and management 

The mitigation and management of other impacts that interrelate with socio-economic impacts (such as traffic, 
air quality and noise and vibration) would contribute to the mitigation and management of the socio-economic 
impacts of the project’s construction and operation. Mitigation and management measures identified in other 
technical papers and chapters of the Sydney International Speedway Environmental Impact Statement relevant 
to the management of socio-economic impacts include: 

 Chapter 6 (Traffic, transport and parking) and Technical Paper 1 (Traffic, transport and parking) 

 Chapter 7 (Noise and vibration) and Technical Paper 2 (Noise and vibration) 

 Chapter 9 (Air quality) and Technical Paper 4 (Air quality) 

 Chapter 18 (Property and land use). 

Additional measures to mitigate and manage socio-economic impacts of the project are included in Table 6-1. 

These measures would be complemented by the environmental management requirements of the Construction 
Environmental Management Framework, the Construction Noise and Vibration Standard and the Operational 
Management Plan for the project. Additional detail on these documents is provided in Chapter 25 (Synthesis and 
conclusion of the Environmental Impact Statement) of the Sydney International Speedway Environmental 
Impact Statement. 

6.1 Community and stakeholder engagement 

Should the project be approved, engagement would continue with the community and key stakeholders during 
construction. In general, this engagement would involve: 

• Ongoing engagement with key stakeholders, local councils and other government agencies 

• Ongoing meetings and regular briefings of the Precinct Working Committee  

• Provision of regular updates to the nearby communities 

• Development and implementation of a community complaints and response management system. 

Community participation in ongoing planning, construction, environmental management and monitoring would 
help to avoid, minimise or manage potential socio-economic impacts of the project. Chapter 4 (Stakeholder and 
community engagement) of the Sydney International Speedway Environmental Impact Statement describes : 

 Stakeholders that are likely to have an interest in the project’s construction activities 

 Likely community and stakeholder issues for the construction phase 

 Communication and engagement tools, including a process for receiving, recording, handling and 
responding to community and stakeholder enquiries and complaints 

 Procedures for monitoring, reporting, evaluating and updating the stakeholder engagement process. 

6.2 Mitigation and management measures 

Mitigation and management measures for managing socio-economic impacts of the project’s construction and 
operation are presented in Table 6-1. 
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Table 6-1 Summary of mitigation and management measures 

Reference Impact Mitigation and management measures Timing 

S1 Impacts on businesses and 

social infrastructure 

Consultation would be carried out with managers of potentially 

impacted businesses and social infrastructure about the timing and 

duration of construction works and management of potential impacts, 

with the aim of minimising potential disruption to the use of 

businesses and social infrastructure from construction activities. This 

includes, but not limited to: 

 Sydney Dragway 

 Sydney Motorsport Park (operated by the Australian Racing 

Drivers' Club) 

 Businesses and organisations within and surrounding Sydney 

Dragway 

 Motorsports facilities within Western Sydney Parklands’ Eastern 

Creek Motor Sport precinct 

 Western Sydney Parklands Trust. 

Construction 

S2 Impacts on clubs that use 

land impacted by the project 

Consultation as part of the Motorsport Precinct Masterplan would aim 

to provide an appropriate venue for all existing motorsport users in the 

precinct.  

All 
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Appendix A. Population and demographic information 
 Study area suburbs   

Indicator Minchinbury 
SSC 

Eastern 
Creek SSC 

Horsley Park 
SSC 

Study area Greater 
Sydney 

Population and age      

Population (2016 census) 5619 827 1837 8283 4,823,991 

Median age (years) 34 34 42 34-42 36 

0-14 years 21.5% 25.2% 17.4% 20.9% 18.8% 

15-64 years 70.5% 64.0% 63.6% 68.3% 68.0% 

65+ years 8.1% 10.5% 19.1% 10.8% 13.1% 

Cultural diversity      

Overseas born persons 40.3% 37.6% 37.0% 39.3% 42.9% 

Speaks language other than English 38.2% 31.7% 40.4% 38.0% 35.8% 

Indigenous persons 2.0% 2.4% 1.1% 1.9% 1.5% 

Families and households      

Couple family with no children 22.1% 28.6% 32.4% 24.9% 33.4% 

Families with children (one parent 
and couple families) 

76.5% 74.4% 65.7% 74.0% 64.8% 

Total families 1529 203 478 2210 1,247,047 

Housing      

Total occupied private homes 1,668 264 557 2,489 1,759,927 

Separate houses 91.0% 86.4% 91.2% 90.6% 52.5% 

Semidetached, row or terrace house, 
townhouse, flat, apartment, etc 

5.1% 3.0% 0.0% 3.6% 38.8% 

Owned outright or owned with a 
mortgage 

78.7% 63.2% 78.5% 77.0% 62.4% 

Rented 18.1% 32.8% 18.0% 19.6% 34.1% 

Households with rent payments 
greater than or equal to 30% of 
household income 

6.5% 10.4% 6.1% 6.1%-10.4% 14.2% 

Households with mortgage 
repayments greater than or equal to 
30% of household income 

12.2% 8.8% 11.2% 8.8%-12.2% 8.4% 

Journey to work      

Travel to work by car (as a passenger 
or driver) (all or part of journey) 

76.9% 73.0% 69.0% 75.0% 58.8% 

Travel to work by bus (all or part of 
journey) 

2.6% 3.5% 1.1% 2.4% 8.7% 

Income      

Median weekly personal income ($) $724 $651 $627 $627-$724 $719 

Median weekly household income ($) $2002 $1,613 $1720 $1613-$2002 $1,750 

Households with income 
<$650/week 

8.4% 12.1% 15.9% 10.4% 15.1% 

Households with income 
>$3,000/week 

20.2% 9.7% 23.8% 19.9% 21.3% 
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 Study area suburbs   

Indicator Minchinbury 
SSC 

Eastern 
Creek SSC 

Horsley Park 
SSC 

Study area Greater 
Sydney 

Employment      

Total labour force 3064 387 855 4306 2,418,899 

Participation rate 69.4% 68.2% 56.2% 65.7% 61.6% 

Unemployment 6.0% 5.2% 3.5% 5.4% 6.0% 

Key industries of employment Retail trade 

Health care and 

social assistance 

Manufacturing; 

construction 

Transport, 

postal and 

warehousing 

Health care and 

social assistance 

Construction 

Manufacturing 

Retail trade 

Transport, 

postal and 

warehousing 

Construction 

Retail trade 

Transport, 

postal and 

warehousing 

Health care and 

social assistance 

Professional, 

scientific and 

technical 

services 

Construction 

Retail trade 

Health care and 

social assistance 

Manufacturing 

Transport, 

postal and 

warehousing 

Health care and 

social assistance 

Professional, 

scientific and 

technical 

services 

Retail trade 

Construction 

Education and 

training 

Source: Based on ABS Census of Population and Housing 2016 
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