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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

ENERGYCONNECT (NSW — WESTERN SECTION)

TransGrid (electricity transmission operator in New South Wales (NSW)) and ElectraNet (electricity transmission
operator in South Australia (SA)) are seeking regulatory and environmental planning approval for the construction and
operation of a new High Voltage (HV) interconnector between NSW and SA, with an added connection to north-west
Victoria (VIC). Collectively, the proposed interconnector is known as EnergyConnect.

The proposal, focusing on the western section of EnergyConnect in NSW (and the subject of this technical paper), would
involve the construction and operation of new 330kV transmission lines between the SA/NSW border and Buronga, an
upgrade and expansion of the existing Buronga substation from an operating voltage of 220kV to 330kV and an upgrade
of the existing 220kV transmission line between Buronga substation and the border of NSW and Victoria.

OVERVIEW

This Socio-Economic Impact Assessment (SEIA) report documents the social and economic impacts of the proposal as
part of a package of technical documents that inform its Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). This SEIA meets the
Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs) as part of the NSW Department of Planning, Industry and
Environment (DPIE) planning approvals process. The methodology for this SEIA adopts the approach and principles
supported by both international and NSW best practice guidance documents.

OVERVIEW OF EXISTING ENVIRONMENT

The existing environment or socio-economic baseline for the SEIA has determined the area of socio-economic influence
for the proposal to include both the local government areas (LGAs) of Wentworth and Mildura. The existing environment
provides an overview of the residential population, key place-based communities, their composition and demographic
profile and social and economic characteristics as well as a desktop audit of the available social infrastructure and
services.

While communities across Wentworth and Mildura LGAs have relative economic diversification and skills adaptability,
as well as experience welcoming temporary workforces across a number of sectors, there are also vulnerabilities within
the community related to social disadvantage, an ageing population and high rates of unemployment. The Aboriginal
population of the area of socio-economic influence is proportionately much higher in size than the NSW average, with a
considerably high number of young people who are unemployed.

The proximity between Wentworth LGA and Mildura LGA (in Victoria) means that most people’s day-to-day lives are
directly linked to the services, industries, infrastructure and public life in Mildura city. For this reason the Mildura LGA
has also been considered in this SEIA as a key component of the area and communities of influence.

The key findings and implications are identified below, for consideration in the SEIA.
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OVERVIEW OF FINDINGS

The SEIA found the proposal may have several socio-economic effects on communities who live, work and visit the area
of socio-economic influence. All identified impacts were assessed for significance which considers both consequence and
likelihood levels. All identified impacts are also likely to be experienced differently across the place-based communities
within the area of influence. The main impact categories relate to the influx of construction workers in a sparsely
populated area, and the potential effect that the transient population could have on access to and use of existing facilities
and services related to housing, healthcare and employment. Additionally, the local and regional economic opportunities
that the proposal presents are significant, if fully realised by the proponent.

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS

The majority of identified impacts are temporal in nature. The changes or affects felt or experienced by communities is
likely to correspond strongly with the presence of the ‘peak’ construction workforce, expected to last for a period of two
to four years. After the year 2024, the felt experience of most impacts would likely taper off and are not expected to be
experienced in the longer term as part of the operational phase.

The townships closest to the proposed workforce accommodation camps of Buronga and Wentworth, as well as other
residential populations along key road transport routes within the area of influence, are predicted to experience the socio-
economic impacts to the greatest extent, both positive and negative. Local employment and contracting services for the
proposal’s construction works would have the ability to benefit the wider Wentworth LGA population. If targeted
processes are put in place in the planning and development phases, benefits and opportunities would be significant to the
communities within the area of influence and could have a considerably greater positive impact for the identified
vulnerable communities within the population.

Overall, the proposal would provide significantly greater capacity for the local and regional economy to activate new and
emerging sectors, which in the long-term would bring widespread regional benefit. All potential impacts assessed in
Chapter 4 would be reasonably mitigated throughout planning and development to reduce their significance of all to
moderate or low. All potential positive impacts identified can be reasonably enhanced through a collaborative approach
to development for local stakeholders and communities to realise the extent of opportunities that the proposal offers.

Of note, given the current sensitive economic climate caused by COVID-19, employment opportunities and other local or
regional socio-economic benefits that the proposal offers would likely generate a more significant advantage for
beneficiaries and their dependents, when compared to a scenario of economic conditions without any proposed
development in the area of socio-economic influence.

OVERVIEW OF MITIGATION AND ENHANCEMENT MEASURES

Overall, this SEIA anticipates the proposal would create many opportunities and benefits for people in the area of socio-
economic influence. It may also create some short-term undesirable socio-economic changes. In the planning and
development phase, TransGrid is in an opportune position to anticipate and respond to potential issues before
construction ramps up to its peak workforce. Key recommended mitigation and enhancement measures, which centre
around a proactive management approach to deliver local socio-economic benefit, include:

— a Community and Stakeholder Engagement Plan, to guide public participation and to ensure strategic engagement
for the proposal’s planning and development encompasses the diverse range of stakeholders’ interests, concerns and
priorities

— aLocal Business and Employment Strategy, to guide local participation opportunities during construction, and where
possible, to align proposal development with existing plans and strategies of local government

— a Community Benefit Plan, to guide opportunities to deliver benefits to local communities during and following
construction

— a Workforce Management Plan to provide construction workforce support services to promote health and wellbeing
and to manage positive social integration with existing communities.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 OVERVIEW OF ENERGYCONNECT

TransGrid (electricity transmission operator in New South Wales (NSW)) and ElectraNet (electricity transmission
operator in South Australia (SA)) are seeking regulatory and environmental planning approval for the construction and
operation of a new High Voltage (HV) interconnector between NSW and SA, with an added connection to north-west
Victoria. Collectively, the proposed interconnector is known as EnergyConnect.

EnergyConnect comprises of several components or ‘sections’ (shown on Figure 1.1). The Western Section (referred to
as ‘the proposal’) is the subject of this technical paper.

EnergyConnect aims to secure increased electricity transmission between NSW and SA in the near term, while
facilitating the longer-term transition of the energy sector across the National Electricity Market (NEM) to low emission
energy sources.

EnergyConnect has been identified as a priority transmission project in the NSW Transmission Infrastructure Strategy
(Department of Planning and Environment, 2018), linking the SA and NSW energy markets and would assist in
transporting energy from the South-West Renewable Energy Zone to major demand centres.

|
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|
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|
|
RO | BURONGA
O Olnag
ROBERTSTOWN Ir' N
~ r B
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I O Melbourne
EnergyConnect
Robertstown to SA/NSW border (SA Section)
mmm SA/NSW border to Buronga to NSW/VIC border (NSW-Western Section) the subject of this EIS
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Buronga to Wagga Wagga (NSW-Eastern Section) @
Figure 1.1 Overview of EnergyConnect
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1.2 THE PROPOSAL

TransGrid is seeking approval under Division 5.2, Part 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (the
EP&A Act) to construct and operate the proposal. The proposal has been declared as Critical State significant
infrastructure under Section 5.13 of the EP&A Act.

The proposal was also declared a controlled action on 26 June 2020 and requires a separate approval under the
(Commonwealth) Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. The proposal is subject to the
bilateral assessment process that has been established between the Australian and NSW governments.

The proposal is located in western NSW within the Wentworth Local Government Area (LGA), approximately
800 kilometres west of Sydney at its nearest extent. The proposal spans between the SA/NSW border near Chowilla and
Buronga and the NSW/Victoria border at Monak, near Red Cliffs. It traverses around 160 kilometres in total.

1.2.1 KEY PROPOSAL FEATURES

The key components of the proposal include:

— anew 330 kilovolt (kV) double circuit transmission line and associated infrastructure, extending around
135 kilometres between the SA/NSW border near Chowilla and the existing Buronga substation

— an upgrade of the existing 24 kilometre long 220kV single circuit transmission line between the Buronga substation
and the NSW/Victoria border at Monak (near Red Cliffs, Victoria) to a 220kV double circuit transmission line, and
the decommissioning of the 220kV single circuit transmission line (known as Line 0X1)

— asignificant expansion and upgrade of the existing Buronga substation from an operating capacity of 220kV to a
combined operating voltage 220kV/330kV

— new and/or upgrade of access tracks as required
— aminor realignment of the existing 0X2 220kV transmission line, in proximity to the Darling River

— ancillary works required to facilitate the construction of the proposal (e.g. laydown and staging areas, concrete
batching plants, brake/winch sites, site offices and accommodation camps).

An overview of the proposal is provided in Figure 1.2. The final alignment and easement of the transmission line would
be confirmed during detailed design and would be located within the proposal study area as shown in Figure 1.2.

Subject to approval, construction of the proposal would commence in mid-2021. The construction of the transmission
lines would take approximately 18 months. The Buronga substation upgrade and expansion would be delivered in two
components and would be initially operational by the end of 2022, with site decommissioning and rehabilitation to be
completed by mid-2024.The final construction program would be confirmed during detailed design.

The proposal is further described in Chapter 5 and Chapter 6 of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

1.2.2 PROPOSAL NEED

The proposal is required to complete the missing transmission link between the SA and NSW transmission networks. The
upgrade to the existing transmission line between Buronga and Red Cliffs would also enhance the capacity of the
network to provide electricity between NSW and Victoria.

This connection would relieve system constraints and allow for NSW, SA and Victorian consumers to benefit from
significant amounts of low-cost, large-scale solar generation in south-west NSW. The proposal is an essential component

of EnergyConnect.

Project No PS117658 WSP
EnergyConnect (NSW — Western Section) October 2020
Technical paper 5 — Socio-economic impact assessment Page 2

TransGrid
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1.3 PURPOSE OF THIS TECHNICAL REPORT

This SEIA is one of a number of technical papers that form part of the EIS for the proposal. The NSW Department of
Planning, Industry and Environment (DPIE) has provided the Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements
(SEARs) for the EIS.

The purpose of this SEIA is to provide an assessment of the potential socio-economic impacts of the proposal in response
to the SEARs. The SEIA has been supported by stakeholder and community engagement activities and an economic

assessment (refer to Appendix K).

1.3.1 SECRETARY’S ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS

The SEARS specific to this assessment and where these aspects are addressed in this technical report are outlined in
Table 1.1.

Table 1.1 Summary of key components of the proposal

REFERENCE SECRETARY'S ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS (WHERE ADDRESSED

Key issue — Social | An assessment of the social and economic impacts and benefits of the | Impacts to community

and Economic project (including the workers’ accommodation facility) for the region | infrastructure and services
and the State as a whole, including consideration of any increase in and impacts of the
demand for community infrastructure and services. workers’ accommodation
facility are discussed in
Chapter 4.

1.4 REPORT TERMINOLOGY

The following terms are discussed throughout this report and are defined as:

— Proposal study area — the proposal, including transmission line corridor, Buronga substation upgrade and
expansion, access tracks, and the main construction compounds and accommodation camps at Buronga and
Anabranch South would be contained within the proposal study area. The proposal study area comprises of a one
kilometre wide corridor between the SA/NSW border near Chowilla and Buronga and a 200 metre wide corridor
between Buronga and the NSW/Victoria border at Monak, near Red Cliffs, and is used in the environmental
assessment to provide a broader understanding of the constraints and conditions of the locality

— Transmission line corridor — the corridor in which the final easement and transmission line is expected to be
contained within. It would consist of a 200 metre corridor along the transmission line component of the proposal.
Transmission line construction activities would be contained within this area, but some access tracks may extend

beyond this corridor.
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2 METHODOLOGY

This section outlines the approach and tasks involved in the preparation of the SEIA. An overview of the key stages of

the SEIA is provided in Figure 2.1.
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Figure 2.1 Overview of assessment methodology

2.1 LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) establishes the framework for assessing all types of
development in New South Wales. In particular, the objects of the EP&A Act include the need to promote the social and

economic welfare of the community and to include social considerations in decision-making about environmental

planning and assessment.

The Social impact assessment guideline for state significant mining, petroleum production and extractive industry

development (Department of Planning and Environment, September 2017) (the SIA Guideline) has been prepared by the
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (DPIE) to provide a consistent framework and approach to the
assessment of social impacts associated with state significant resource projects. This guideline has been applied to this
proposal as it currently provides best practice guidance, framework and process for social impact assessment in NSW.
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2.2 GUIDANCE FRAMEWORK

The methodological approach used for this SEIA was guided by both international and state-level social impact
assessment principles and methods as described in Social Impact Assessment: Guidance for assessing and managing the
social impacts of projects (IAIA 2015) and as described above, the Social Impact Assessment Guideline for State
significant mining, petroleum production and extractive industry development (DPIE, 2017a).

Social Impact Assessment: Guidance for assessing and managing the social impacts of projects (IAIA, 2015)

The International Association for Impact Assessment (IAIA) defines social impact assessment as the process of
analysing, monitoring and managing the intended and unintended social consequences, both positive and negative of
planned interventions (policies, programs, plans, projects) and any social change processes invoked by those
interventions. It understands the primary purpose of social impact assessment is to bring about a more sustainable and
equitable biophysical and human environment. This guideline is considered current global leading practice.

Social Impact Assessment Guideline for State significant mining, petroleum production and extractive industry
development (DPIE, 2017a)

The DPIE SIA Guideline is consistent with the IAIA SIA Guideline while reflecting NSW’s regulatory requirements and
planning processes. It acknowledges that SIA is the process of identifying, predicting, evaluating and developing
responses to the social impacts of a proposed State significant project, as one part of the overall EIS. It continues to
recognise that SIA is not a one-size-fits-all process and needs to be proportionate to suit the proposal’s context, nature
and scale of impact. The DPIE SIA Guideline is considered current best practice for assessing the social impacts of major
projects in NSW.

2.3 DEFINING IMPACTS

A social impact is defined by a consequence experienced by people due to changes associated with a project or proposal
(DPIE, 2017a). People, in this context, can include individuals, households, groups, communities, organisations as well
as the NSW population generally (DPIE, 2017). Therefore, underlying this definition is the understanding that social
impacts are matters that affect people and their wellbeing, either individually or collectively as well as across a whole
society. Socio-economic impacts have been grouped according to the categories shown in Table 2.1.

Table 2.1 Impact categories (DPIE, 2017)
CATEGORY DESCRIPTION
Way of life — how people live on a daily basis

— how people work on a daily basis
— how people play (recreate) and interact on a daily basis

Community — composition and character
— cohesion
— functionality
— sense of place

Access to and use of infrastructure, |— public
services and facilities — private
— not-for-profit organisations

Culture — shared beliefs, customs, values, stories
— connections to land, places and buildings
— Aboriginal culture, language and connection to Country

Health and wellbeing — physical health
— mental health
— social wellbeing
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CATEGORY DESCRIPTION

Surroundings — access to and use of ecosystem services
— public safety and security
— access to and use of nature and built environment
— aesthetic value and/or amenity

Personal and property rights — economic livelihoods
— personal disadvantage
— civil liberties

Decision-making systems — having a say
— access to complaint, remedy and grievance mechanisms

Fears and aspirations — future of the community

2.4 SCOPING OF IMPACTS

Scoping of socio-economic impacts for this SEIA was based on those identified within the Environmental Scoping
Report (May 2020). Social and economic matters identified during this step included access to public infrastructure and
services, housing availability and workforce accommodation, local employment and economic stimulation, public safety
and wellbeing, energy security and land use. These matters have been expanded upon in this SEIA.

2.5 DETERMINING THE AREA OF INFLUENCE

Socio-economic impacts relate to people, their livelihoods and their wellbeing. For this SEIA, this means that defining an
area of socio-economic influence (or ‘area of influence’) required going beyond the proposal’s direct infrastructure
footprint. The area of social influence takes into account the way people organise themselves, connect with each other
and move around the broader geographic area, and hence has been organised into two distinct components:

— the local area covering the Wentworth LGA
— the regional area covering the Mildura LGA and the Far West region of NSW, to encompass the main transportation
corridors and infrastructure and services’ hubs to and from the proposal.

While the proposal is wholly contained in NSW, the town of Buronga operates as a satellite suburb of the major regional
city of Mildura. For this reason, the socio-economic characteristics of the Mildura LGA in Victoria have been
incorporated as the regional area within the existing environment of this SEIA.

The area of influence was determined by identification of the main place-based or populated communities where people
live, work and visit, as well as the existing networks of travel between them. Key considerations have been made to the
following proposal features in understanding how people will be affected or impacted:

— worksite locations

— workforce accommodation camp locations

— villages and townships nearest to the proposal infrastructure corridor
— livelihood locations (arable land)

— major connecting roads

— major towns providing core services to townships nearby the proposal.

This approach to defining the area of socio-economic influence means that each key inhabited area is considered its own
potentially affected community.

A visual representation of the area of socio-economic influence is shown in Figure 2.2.
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2.5.1 UNDERSTANDING THE EXISTING ENVIRONMENT

Table 2.2 outlines the steps taken to establish the socio-economic existing environment for the area of influence, which
sets the foundation for assessing impacts.

Table 2.2 Baseline methodology

ACTIVITY TASK

Data gathering and — review of the proposal’s Environmental Scoping Report
compilation

— demographic and socio-economic datasets from the Australian Bureau of Statistics
(ABS) Census, 2016, 2011 and 2006

— review of Wentworth Shire Council’s population forecasts
— desktop audit of social infrastructure and GIS mapping

— review of relevant community services provider’s websites including local Councils,
Tourism NSW and Victoria and Regional Development Boards

— identification of key projects or developments relevant to the proposal and the SEIA.

Literature and strategic — review of publicly available and recent research on comparable large-scale
planning review infrastructure projects and their socio-economic impacts

— review of relevant public policy, plans and strategies including:

— NSW Government Far West Regional Plan 2036

—  Western Murray Regional Economic Development Strategy 2018-2022

—  Wentworth Shire Council’s 2017-2027 Community Strategic Plan

—  Wentworth Shire Council’s Local Strategic Planning Statement (2020)

—  Wentworth Shire Council’s Draft Sustainable Dareton Strategy: Initial
Background Analysis (2020)

— Draft Buronga Gol Structure Plan (2020)

— Mildura Regional Council’s Community & Council Plan 2017-2021 (2019
update)

— Mildura Regional Council’s State of Mildura Rural City Report 2018.

Review stakeholder and — review previous engagement outcomes undertaken by KJA Consultants and
community engagement and TransGrid
conduct SEIA-targeted — undertake interviews with Wentworth Shire Council and Mildura Rural City Council

engagement to further understand socio-economic existing environment and potential socio-
economic impacts.
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The data points listed in Table 2.3 were used for the development of the existing environment. The indicators have been
used to gather data and information to establish an understanding of the existing socio-economic characteristics and
demographic profile of people likely to be affected by the proposal.

Table 2.3 Socio-economic indicators

CRITERIA INDICATOR

Demographic characteristics — population
— age

— number of visitors or tourists.

Community characteristics — culture and language
— advantage and disadvantage
— community participation
— community values.

Economic characteristics — business and industry diversity
— sectors of employment and occupation
— rate of employment and household income.

Infrastructure and services — housing and accommodation, affordability and availability
— access and availability to social infrastructure
— transport.

Cumulative — housing and accommodation
— land use

— current and future projects or developments.

2.6 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

KJA Consultants led the community and stakeholder engagement process for the proposal on behalf of TransGrid. To
ensure alignment with best practice, in addition to the Draft Environmental Impact Assessment Guidance Series (DPIE,
2017a) a range of TransGrid and industry standards and guidelines for community and stakeholder engagement were
considered including:

— TransGrid Stakeholder Engagement Charter (2015)

— TransGrid Landholder Easement and Compensation Guide (2019)

— International Association for Public Participation (IAP2) Quality Assurance Standard (IAP2, 2015)
— Clean Energy Council Community Engagement Guidelines (CEC, 2018).

Based on these foundations, TransGrid has made use of the following engagement and consultation methods:

— stakeholder briefings

— one-on-one meetings with landholders

— community drop-in sessions

— online survey and feedback forms and an online interactive map using Social Pinpoint

— information distribution and public feedback mechanism through an E-newsletter, community hotline, website and
email service

— advertising material in local media (print newspaper and radio), at a local shopping centre, on social media and
through fact sheets accessible through the TransGrid website.
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Engagement specifically with local stakeholders for the western section of EnergyConnect undertaken by TransGrid has
included the following targeted activities:

— Wentworth community drop-in session on 7 May 2019

— Buronga community drop-in session on 8 May 2019

— attendance at Wentworth Agricultural Show

— meetings or briefings with Wentworth Shire Council during 2018 and 2019

— meetings or briefings with Dareton Local Aboriginal Land Council, Barkandji Maraura Elders Environment Team
(BMEET), Barkandji Maraura Elders Council (BMEC) and Mildura Rural City Council Aboriginal Employment
Officer during 2018 and 2019

— meetings with affected landholders and property owners commenced in February 2019.

It is understood that due to COVID-19 physical distancing restrictions in early 2020, certain community and stakeholder
engagement activities planned for this proposal were indefinitely postponed, including 10 community drop-in sessions in
Buronga and Balranald.

SEIA-specific stakeholder engagement, applying a socio-economic impact-specific lens to the questions to best inform
this study, included the following activities during the months of June and July 2020:

— meeting with EnergyConnect Community Engagement Lead, TransGrid, and Project Director, KJA Consultants
EnergyConnect, 16 June 2020

— meeting with Wentworth Shire Council on 30 June 2020

— meeting with TransGrid Indigenous Engagement Lead and WSP Senior Aboriginal Affairs and Participation
Consultant, 1 July 2020

— meeting with Mildura Rural City Council on 6 July 2020.

2.7 IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Assessment of impacts has been considered making use of the study findings, namely:

— understanding the key components and activities of the proposal
— contextualising the proposal in its strategic and regulatory setting
— consideration of the demographic and socio-economic profile of host communities

— outcomes of stakeholder and community engagement.
This SEIA examined both the direct and indirect social impacts of the proposal, defined as follows:

— direct impacts are those caused directly by the proposal and are usually quantifiable through measurement of a set of
social indicators. Direct impacts cause changes to the community in the areas of population, health and employment

— indirect impacts are those that result from changes caused by the proposal relating to more qualitative indicators such
as community cohesion and sense of place.

2.7.1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Each identified negative socio-economic impact has been evaluated for significance based on factors including:

— the four impact characteristics that demonstrate the material effect of the impact (extent, duration, severity,
sensitivity)

— who specifically may be affected, directly or indirectly, cumulatively and the level of concern they feel about the
matter (high, medium, low), recognising that impacts may affect population groups or individuals differently

— when the potential impact is expected to occur (construction, operation)

— the level of social risk of the potential impact, evaluated through consequence and likelihood.
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Table 2.4, Table 2.5 and Table 2.6 define the key impact characteristics and criteria used to assess each negative impact
identified from the perspective of affected stakeholders. Defining likelihood has been established by the authors of this

study through an understanding of the proposal context, as per the SIA Guideline. The social risk matrix in Table 2.7 is
then used to evaluate significance, both before and after mitigation.

Table 2.4 Impact characteristics (DPIE, 2017)

CHARACTERISTIC DEFINITION

Extent The geographical area affected by the impact (or the number or proportion of people or population
groups who are affected).

Duration The timeframe over which the impact occurs.
Severity Scale or degree of change from the existing condition as a result of an impact.
Sensitivity Susceptibility or vulnerability of people, receivers or receiving environments to adverse changes

caused by the impact, or the importance placed on the matter being affected. Attributes of
sensitivity include: conservation status; intactness; uniqueness or rarity; resilience to change and
capacity to adapt; replacement potential; impacts on vulnerable people; and/or of value or
importance to the community.

Table 2.5 Criteria for level of consequence (DPIE, 2017a)
CONSEQUENCE DEFINITION
LEVEL
Minimal — no discernible positive or negative changes caused by the impact.
Minor — small change caused by the impact, generally temporary or short term in duration
— impacts confined to a small number of receivers within the proposed development locality
— able to be mitigated such that impacts are deemed to be low.
Moderate — moderate change caused by the impact, generally temporary or short to medium term in
duration
— spatial extent of impacts may vary across the affected LGAs
— able to be mitigated or managed such that impacts are deemed to be low.
Major — large change caused by the impact, generally medium to long term in duration
— spatial extent of impacts may vary across the affected LGAs, or the broader region or State
— negative impacts would require extensive mitigation or consultation with affected
stakeholders.
Catastrophic — very large change caused by the impact, likely to be long-term in duration
— spatial extent of impacts may vary across the affected LGAs, or the broader region or State
— negative impacts would require extensive mitigation and consultation with affected
stakeholders.
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Table 2.6 Likelihood definitions

LIKELIHOOD DEFINITION
LEVEL
Almost certain Is expected to occur under most circumstances
Likely Will probably occur in most circumstances
Possible Could occur and has occurred in comparable circumstances
Unlikely Could occur but is not expected
Rare Could occur under only exceptional circumstances
Table 2.7 Social risk assessment framework
CONSEQUENCE LEVEL
LIKELIHOOD LEVEL 1 2 3 4 5
Minimal Minor Moderate Major Catastrophic
A Almost certain Al
B Likely
Cc Possible
D Unlikely
E Rare
Social Risk Rating

T 7 T

DPIE SIA Guideline 2017, adapted from 1414 2015

2.7.2 POSITIVE IMPACTS

Evaluation of positive impacts is based on the scale of benefit or improvement, level of importance, its likelihood and the
equity of its distribution. Positive impacts consider how the proposal will contribute to the social and economic
development of local communities, the region and the people of NSW. The approach outlined for negative impacts has
been used to evaluate the significance of positive impacts by replacing (DPIE, 2017a):

— ‘level of concern’ with level of interest

— ‘severity’ with scale of improvement or benefit

— ‘sensitivity’ with importance placed on the improvement or benefit and the equity of its distribution
— ‘social risk’ with an assessment of likelihood and the scale of improvement or benefit.

2.7.3 CUMULATIVE ASSESSMENT

Broadly, cumulative impacts are understood by knowing what else is happening across the region. Cumulative impacts
refer to the interactions between the proposal and other approved or yet-to-start projects, or with reasonably foreseeable
future development in the area that is likely to be affected by the proposal. Cumulative impacts can indicate that the
combination of effects, either positive or negative, created by multiple projects or developments may be greater than that
of the impact of one project or proposed development. The analysis considers the recent history of project development
in the area of socio-economic influence and in particular other large-scale infrastructure projects. The cumulative socio-
economic assessment considers the communities’ experiences of past projects and other historical events, ensuring that
consideration of local values, priorities and issues are critical in understanding likely community reactions to new
developments, and in planning mitigation and enhancement measures.
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2.7.4 DEVELOPMENT OF MITIGATION AND ENHANCEMENT MEASURES

Recommended mitigation and enhancement outcomes have been developed through a consolidation of input from

stakeholders, industry-specific analysis, review of leading practice and through a practical understanding of the

proposal’s local socio-economic area of influence.

2.8 LIMITATIONS

The following limitations underlying the preparation of this SEIA are outlined below:

The SEIA process was based on desktop methods only; the authors of this report did not undertake field work or
physical observations in the study area.

A separate socio-economic impact scoping study to inform this SEIA was not undertaken during the Request for
SEARs phase, however socio-economic impacts identified in the Environmental Scoping Report (May 2020) have
been used to inform this SEIA.

The baseline demographic data, the community profile and population forecast relies on data obtained via desktop
research relying predominantly on the ABS Census (2016, 2011, 2006).

The existing environment’s social infrastructure audit predominantly considered government-provided social
infrastructure, facilities and services. In some instances, it is possible that local communities access services such as
child care and schools through private providers and that may not have been identified.

Community input into this study as summarised in this report relies on the outcomes from engagement activities
undertaken by KJA consultants between 2018-2020 as well as information provided in the Consultation Outcomes
Report which forms part of the Environmental Scoping Report (2020). No wider participatory research was
undertaken with the public.

COVID-19 restrictions on public movement and gathering resulted in several planned community engagement
activities that would have informed this SEIA being postponed or cancelled.

The SEIA relies on a number of assumptions regarding employment and procurement that will be refined by the
construction contractor once engaged.
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3 EXISTING ENVIRONMENT

The socio-economic existing environment has been prepared to understand the socio-economic context and the
communities within the area of influence, their demographic composition, social and economic characteristics, socio-
economic trends, as well as available social infrastructure and services. The LGAs of Wentworth (NSW) and Mildura
(VIC) have been used to understand the proposal’s local and regional settings, as per Section 2.5.

Strategic planning setting

Strategic plans highlight the strategic priorities of local, regional and State government bodies, as well as the mutual
priorities of Wentworth Shire Council and Mildura Rural City Council. Both councils stress the importance of industry
diversification, economic growth to attract new population groups, and service provision planning for existing
communities in order to realise the benefits of the anticipated changes over the coming decades. Additionally, current
strategic plans and public policy emphasise the role of development projects in delivering a range of regional and local
socio-economic opportunities for existing communities. Specifically, the importance of improved energy infrastructure
has been raised by Wentworth Shire Council, Mildura Rural City Council, the Far West Joint Organisation and the NSW
Government, in activating economic development and investment across the region.

Far West Region of NSW

The Far West Region of NSW includes the semi-arid lands of western NSW, incorporating the Barrier Ranges and the
Darling River which flows through western NSW to join the Murray River at Wentworth at the southern edge of the
region (Regional Development Australia, 2020). The region is vast and encompasses communities near the Queensland
boarder in Lightning Ridge and Walgett, Cobar and Broken Hill, communities near the South Australian boarder and the
Murray River townships of Balranald and Wentworth (NSW Government, 2020). The region covers 40 per cent of the
state of NSW although it is relatively small in population. The region has the highest percentage of Aboriginal people in
comparison to other regions in NSW (NSW Government, 2020).

The Far West Region’s economy is centred primarily around the agricultural sector with secondary contributions from
mining in Broken Hill, Cobar, Wentworth and Balranald regions (NSW Government, 2020). The economy is said to
grow continually due to the high value agriculture industry including food and beverage manufacturing, broadacre
cropping and grazing, and intensive agriculture and horticulture (NSW Government, 2020). The regional economy is also
supported by tourism, arts and cultural industries, due to the Far West being home to numerous cultural, historic and
environmentally significant sites.

The NSW Government estimates by 2036, the region’s population of those people aged above 65 years will increase by
more than a third to approximately 11,950 people (NSW Government, 2020). It is believed that more people, especially
those from the Aboriginal community, will be living with chronic illness and access to health care services will be of
high priority for the NSW Government (NSW Government, 2020). In response, the NSW Government has identified that
investment in hospital infrastructure and innovative service delivery models tailored for dispersed communities will meet
these future population needs (NSW Government, 2020).

The Far West Regional Plan 2036 also recognises the already high levels of Drive-in-drive-out (DIDO) workers due to
the prevalence of the mining industry across the Far West Region and the anticipated population profile changes over the
coming two decades. This finding resonates with the significant past experiences of transient workforces in both
Wentworth and Mildura LGAs mostly due to the seasonal horticultural workers (fruit pickers) and FIFO workforces in
recent years for solar energy projects.
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3.1 LOCAL SETTING

The Wentworth LGA is governed by the Wentworth Shire Council and covers approximately 26,000 square kilometres.
The LGA has strong links to the capital cities of Melbourne and Adelaide via the national road network and is located
approximately 1,075 kilometres west of Sydney, 420 kilometres north east of Adelaide and 585 kilometres from
Melbourne. The LGA is also near Mildura city (in Victoria), connected by the George Chaffey Bridge in Buronga across
the Murray River, where most goods and services are acquired.

History

The Wentworth LGA is considered as the gateway to outback NSW and is situated on the junction of the Murray and
Darling Rivers in southwestern NSW, often referred to as the ‘Murray Outback’ (Wentworth Shire Council, 2020). The
township of Wentworth was founded in the 1860s following the establishment of sheep runs by European settlers in the
1840s (Wentworth Shire Council, 2017). The town then became one of the Australia’s busiest and largest inland ports
due to the Murray River providing a critical role in transportation goods to and from the region (Wentworth Shire
Council, 2017).

Strategic priorities
Wentworth Shire Council has described the following key and current priorities:

— NSW Government and Wentworth Shire Council are both prioritising investment and economic growth across the
Far West Region

— Wentworth Shire Council has current plans and programs to invest in new or upgraded infrastructure to reduce
reliance on Mildura (particularly in health)

— the Western Murray Regional Economic Development Strategy 20182022 has identified that the cost and limited
supply of suitable and affordable accommodation to house construction workers for large-scale mining and energy
projects in the region currently is ‘currently a constraint on new investment’ (Wentworth Shire Council, 2020)

— the Wentworth Aerodrome is currently being upgraded to attract new users as well as to increase existing users’
frequency

— Wentworth Shire Council believes that the Shire’s natural and biophysical setting provides it with differing needs
and priorities; in particular, the Coomealla irrigation area, the major riverways and the strong connection to Mildura
city make Wentworth LGA’s localised characteristics unique in comparison to other councils in the Far West Joint
Organisation.

In addition, Wentworth Shire Council has advised TransGrid of the following in relation to the existing socio-economic
environment and planning of the proposal:

— Wentworth Shire Council is broadly looking for local employment opportunities especially considering most of the
population is of working age (particularly in Buronga — Gol Gol)

— route alignment considerations of the proposal should address the unique sensitivities of each property (for example,
farming operations), and impacts to be minimised as best as practical (Wentworth Shire Council has noted a level of
concern in the community on other route alignment projects in the region)

— key local issues related to EnergyConnect include water scarcity, employment and procurement opportunities, and
impacts on roads and Wentworth Shire Council assets, particularly from construction loads

— the desire to clearly identify the EnergyConnect construction workforce, to differentiate from personnel of other
projects in the region.
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Native Title

The Native Title Act 1993 (Native Title Act) provides a legislative framework for the recognition and protection of native
title rights. Native title is the recognition that, in certain circumstances, Aboriginal people continue to hold rights to their

land and waters, which come from their traditional laws and customs. Native Title determinants have the right to consult

or negotiate with anyone who wants to undertake a development project or activity on the area claimed.

Parts of Wentworth LGA are covered by Native Title determinations from the Barkandji Traditional Owners claim
(National Native Title Tribunal, 2015). Part A of the claim that was determined in 2015 covers more than approximately
128,000 square kilometres within the Far West Region of NSW, incorporating land within several LGAs including
Balranald, Bourke, Broken Hill, Central Darling, Cobar, and Wentworth, and the Unincorporated land of the Far West
Region. Part B of the claim was determined in 2017 adding further land parcels to the original determination.

The determination area of Native Title registered to the Barkandji Traditional Owners (The National Native Title
Tribunal NCD2015/001 and NCD2017/001) covers the proposal area and parts of the area of socio-economic influence.
However, the land that directly overlaps with the proposal area are within an Extinguished Area of that determination
area.

Regardless, the Barkandji Native Title Area is of value to consider from a socio-economic and cultural impacts
perspective based on the following factors:

— Aboriginal communities in the area of socio-economic influence and in particular the Barkandji Traditional Owners
have been actively organised to regain and repossess their traditional lands for at least the last twenty years when the
Native Title Claim was first lodged in 1997 (National Native Title Tribunal, 2020)

— the Traditional Owners, since the claim has been determined, now have the right to hunt, fish and teach law and
customs on the land (ABC, 2017)

— the Barkandji Native Title determination is the largest in NSW (ABC, 2017)

— the NSW Government’s Far West Regional Plan 2036 identifies the Barkandji Traditional Owners determination as
enabling opportunities for Aboriginal people to use the land for commercial purposes.

Detailed information of the significance of these areas can be viewed in Technical paper 2.

Land use

Land use adjacent to and within the proposal study area is predominantly for agricultural purposes including grazing,
broad acre cereal cropping and limited areas of horticultural enterprises and irrigation along the Darling River, however
the vast majority is used for grazing livestock. Sheep (for wool and meat), goats and cattle account for almost all grazing
livestock (Technical paper 3). There are some relatively small areas with a recent history of dryland cropping and
improved pastures at the south-eastern end of the proposal study area around Buronga and some irrigated grape vines on
land adjacent to the proposal area near the Darling and Murray Rivers (Technical Paper 3).

The entire proposal study area is zoned RU1 Primary Production under the Wentworth Local Environmental Plan 2011,
apart from two small areas (approximately 40 hectares) that are zoned as E2 Environmental Conservation near the
Darling and Murray Rivers.

Property ownership

There are 25-30 properties directly affected by the proposal. Most are large pastoral or livestock operations with
scattered homesteads and sparse populations; the proposal area does not pass through any densely populated or urban
areas. The transmission line route alignment has considered and sought to avoid where possible existing public and
private infrastructure along the corridor, including housing, agricultural storage sheds and public roads.
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3.1.1 PLACE-BASED COMMUNITIES

The following townships are described to provide the social context within the Wentworth LGA focussing on the key
place-based communities or populated areas.

3.1.1.1 WENTWORTH

The town of Wentworth is the largest and main township in the LGA and is a historic yet small border town. It is a
popular place for outback NSW tourism as an access point for tourists seeking to visit Lake Mungo and Mungo National
Park, both located approximately 100 kilometres north east (Destination NSW, 2020).

It is the historic and administrative centre of the Wentworth Shire Council with its community and social infrastructure
and services including its chambers, main office, works depot, library, town hall and visitor information centre
(Wentworth Shire Council, 2017). In 2016 (ABS, 2016) the permanent population was 1,221 people with 10.7 per cent
reporting as identifying as Aboriginal.

Located in Wentworth is the Wentworth District Hospital, ambulance service regional base, community-operated
residential aged care facility, visitor accommodation, the court house, post office, schools and shopping precincts
(Wentworth Shire Council, 2017). The shopping precinct includes a large supermarket, two service stations, some
medical facilities, chemist and smaller boutique or market style stores. There are also several hotels and eateries in the
township.

3.1.1.2 BURONGA - GOL GOL

Buronga is the third largest town in the Wentworth LGA and is situated on the Sturt Highway, approximately

11 kilometres north east to Mildura connected by the George Chaffey Bridge. The town is described as a modern close-
knit community based on light industry, horticulture and viticulture (Wentworth Shire Council, 2020). Buronga is also
said to largely operate as a satellite suburb of the regional city of Mildura.

The total population of Buronga was 1,212 in 2016 with 7.9 per cent of the population identifying as Aboriginal (ABS,
2016).

Buronga is considered as a growth area for the Wentworth Shire Council, with plans to subdivide residential areas to
provide approximately 500 new large residential housing allotments (Wentworth Shire Council, 2020). The town is
serviced by two churches, a child care centre and one primary school. The nearest secondary educational facilities are in
Coomealla (NSW) and Mildura.

Gol Gol is situated adjacent to Buronga and is now considered part of the Buronga Gol Gol township due to residential
and urban expansion. The population of Gol Gol in 2016 was 1,523 people, being the second largest township in the
LGA, with 2.1 per cent identifying as Aboriginal (ABS, 2016). The population of the township has grown by 860 people
from its recorded population of 663 in 2006 (ABS, 2006).

The township is an important port for the surrounding grazing and horticultural area of Wentworth LGA and has a
rapidly expanding residential area aimed to attract young families (Wentworth Shire Council, 2020). Gol Gol is serviced
with retail and community facilities including the Gol Gol Hotel, general store, post office, service station and a highly
regarded primary school. Buronga — Gol Gol also acts as a service area for the surrounding irrigated area (Wentworth
Shire Council, 2020).
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3.1.1.3 DARETON, COOMEALLA AND NAMATJIRA

Dareton is located 22 kilometres from Wentworth on the Murray River and is the centre of the Coomealla Irrigation
District. The township is situated in between other key towns in the LGA, notably about halfway between Wentworth
and Buronga.

Dareton (including the Namatjira Aboriginal Settlement) has a population of 618; made up of 190 households. In 2016,
38.3 per cent of the residents of Dareton identified as Aboriginal. This was significantly higher than the Australian and
NSW average of 2.9 per cent and 2.8 per cent respectively. The median age of the residents was 26 years and the average
number of people per household was 3.7. This is a much younger residential population than the broader Dareton
community, as well as having larger household sizes (average household size is 2.5 in Dareton).

Dareton functions as the operational base for many council-wide community services and facilities. These include Far
West Health Centre, Coomealla Health Aboriginal Corporation, regional headquarters of NSW Rural Fire Service and
NSW Police, Department of Communities and Justice, Coomealla High School, Riverina TAFE Campus, and many
private specialist Indigenous and family services including Mallee Family Care and Australian Unity. Dareton also has
several local community services and facilities including primary school, preschool, library, post office, community hall
and youth centre.

Despite the infrastructure and services outlined above, Dareton is severely lacking in social infrastructure, particularly in
healthcare and housing provision. In the last decade, the NSW AHO has provided $2.5 million in funding for housing
improvements, which has included numerous local trainees and made use of traditional building structures using earth
and adobe materials for construction.

It is perceived that since the closure of several community facilities in Dareton in the last decade, the crime rates have
spiked, along with the worsening of a number of social issues: substance abuse, teen pregnancy and low school
attendance (ABC, 2011). Wentworth Shire Council’s Crime Prevention Plan 2013-2017, although now outdated, aimed
to strengthen partnerships between local service providers and community organisations in crime prevention and
promotion of public safety across the LGA to address this.

The Namatjira Aboriginal Settlement of 117 people is situated within two kilometres of the Dareton township on land
that is owned by the Dareton Local Aboriginal Land Council (Wentworth Shire Council, 2017). The NSW Aboriginal
Housing Office (AHO) considers Namatjira Avenue and New Merinee Road in Coomealla as a discrete community,
meaning that they are inhabited predominantly by Aboriginal peoples, with housing or infrastructure (power, water,
sewerage) managed on a community basis (ABS, 2016). The community is made up of 29 households (Draft Sustainable
Dareton Strategy 2020).

The neighbourhood reportedly only gained access to electricity and running water in the 1990s. It is understood that the
policy history up until the 1970s of Aboriginal resettlement across NSW has left a legacy of intracommunity conflict and
factions happening across the state which are evident in Dareton and Coomealla today, with residents belonging to
different clan and family groups and not necessarily a Barkandji traditional custodian.

There are a number of localised socio-economic issues specific to Dareton that have been identified through stakeholder
engagement and research undertaken for this SEIA, including high unemployment (often above 80 per cent), low
community cohesion, poor health status, high rates of social housing, household overcrowding and substance abuse.
Consultation outcomes indicate that there is a perceived lack of community leaders for the Dareton youth and that crime
rates are some of the highest across the State. The recent history of alcohol prohibition and proportionately high numbers
of full-time police also give indication that the Dareton locality is considered one of the most socio-economically
disadvantaged communities in NSW.
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3.1.1.4 ELLERSLIE

Ellerslie is a small village of 82 people, located approximately 40 kilometres north of the town of Wentworth on the
Darling River. The Ellerslie community consists of 21 families who are predominantly involved in citrus fruit production
(ABS, 2016). The town hosts the Palinyewah Public School consisting of one multi-stage primary level class which
serves the surrounding farming community (NSW Government, 2018).

3.1.1.5 POMONA

The population of Pomona was 161 people in 2016 with no people identifying as Aboriginal (ABS, 2016). The small
community is situated on the banks of the Darling River and is serviced by some facilities including a primary school, a
community hall, a public boat ramp and tourist infrastructure including holiday accommodation.

3.1.1.6 CURLWAA

Curlwaa is a small irrigated village seven kilometres east of the town of Wentworth. The village had a reported
population of 393 people with one per cent identifying as Aboriginal in 2016 (ABS, 2016). Curlwaa has minimal services
and has one caravan park and rest stop for tourists and travellers.

3.1.2 DEMOGRAPHIC AND POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS

The southern part of the Wentworth LGA along the Murray River has the greatest population density, with residential
communities concentrated mostly in the townships of Wentworth, Dareton and Buronga Gol Gol with the smaller remote
town of Pooncarie in the north of the LGA (Wentworth Shire Council, 2017). Due to the arid climate in much of the
north of the LGA, Wentworth Shire is one of the most sparsely populated council areas in NSW (Wentworth Shire
Council, 2017).

As reported in 2016, the LGA had a total population of 6,794 people, with 650 people as identifying as Aboriginal or
Torres Strait Islander, which is relatively higher (9.6 per cent) than the NSW average of 2.9 per cent (ABS, 2016). Most
residents live a rural lifestyle, within 10 to 30 minutes of the community services, infrastructure and amenities available
in nearby towns (Wentworth Shire Council, 2017).

An overview of the Wentworth LGA demographic characteristics is provided in Table 3.1 with NSW averages presented
for comparison.

Further detailed demographic data for Wentworth LGA can be found in Appendix B.

Table 3.1 Wentworth LGA demographic characteristics
INDICATOR WENTWORTH NSW KEY FINDINGS
LGA
Age and population
Population 6, 794 people 7,480,231 people | The Wentworth LGA has a relatively large proportion of
Proportion of 9.6% 29% those identifying as Aboriginal in comparison to the NSW
rage.
Aboriginal People average
The population growth has been somewhat minimal over
Stability of population |2.79% 39.0%

the last 5 years.
(proportion moved in

the last 5 years) The median age in the LGA is 6 years older in comparison

to the state median.

Median age 44 years 38 years
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INDICATOR WENTWORTH NSW KEY FINDINGS

LGA
Proportion of children |18.8% 18.5% The increasing ageing profile in the Wentworth LGA in
population (between 2016 shows an ageing population, with the proportion of
0 and 14 years) the working age group being less than that of the state
Proportion of working | 60.8% 65.1% average.
age population There is a somewhat stable population growth in the
(15-64 years) younger age groups.
Proportion of seniors  [20.2% 16.2%

(65 years and over)

Housing, accommodation and households

Private houses occupied |83.3% 90.1% There is a somewhat low occupancy rate of the available
Private houses 16.7% 9.9% properti'es within the .Went\')vorth LGA, with a. high
. proportion of properties being houses. There is a
unoccupied .. . . .
significantly lower proportion of smaller housing options
Dwelling type- 89.4% 66.4% such semi-detached housing and apartment style.
separated houses
Dwelling type — semi- | 1.6% 12.2%
detached or terrace
houses
