
  

 

 
 
OUT20/4039 
 
Colin Phillips 
Team Leader 
Energy and Resource Assessments 
NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
 
Colin.Phillips@planning.nsw.gov.au 

 
Dear Mr Phillips 
 

Stockton Sand Quarry (SSD 9490) 
Environmental Impact Statement 

 
I refer to your email of 9 April 2020 to the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
(DPIE) Water and the Natural Resources Access Regulator (NRAR) about the above matter.  

The following comments and recommendations are provided by DPIE Water and NRAR. Please 
note Crown Lands, the Department of Primary Industries (DPI) – Fisheries and DPI - Agriculture 
all now provide a separate response directly to you. 
 
Upon review, DPIE Water and NRAR has the following concerns: 

 There is no numerical groundwater model to evaluate pumping related impacts for the 
extraction and transfer of up to several gigalitres of water per year. 

 The proponent holds no Water Access Licences (WALs) or presents a strategy to obtain 
groundwater entitlement to offset the licensable take of water. 

 The water quality assessment is minimal and not adequate for the scale of the project.  

 The project site is bordered by high value sensitive groundwater receptors comprising: 

o State conservation area with mapped moderate to high potential’ groundwater 
dependent ecosystems.  

o Hunter water corporation’s North Stockton Catchment Area (drinking water catchment 
reserve) 

 The Stockton Groundwater Source is a reliable water supply with a highly transmissive 
groundwater aquifer.  
 

The current level of information and data assessment does not give DPIE Water confidence that 
the risk to local and regional water quality and groundwater dependent ecosystems would be 
managed. DPIE Water requests the following information to be provided by the proponent. 

Pre-approval 

 Detailed assessment of the incidental take of groundwater from dredging activities plus loss 
from sand processing and operational activities.  

 A prediction of the total amount of water that will be taken from the Stockton Groundwater 
Source on an annual basis as a result of the activity and after closure of the activity, as 
described in section 3.2.3 of the NSW Aquifer Interference Policy (AIP) (2012). 

 Assessment of impacts against the ‘minimal impact considerations’ of the AIP (2012). As the 
take of water might have potentially significant impacts on water sources or their dependent 
ecosystems or authorised water users e.g. Hunter Water Corporation North Stockton 
Catchment Area gazetted under the Hunter Water Regulation 2015, the predictions should be 
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based on complex groundwater modelling conducted in accordance with the Australian 
Groundwater Modelling Guidelines, as described in section 3.2.3 of the AIP (2012). 

 The proponent must demonstrate acquisition of, or ability to acquire licensable groundwater 
entitlement as required under the Water Management Act 2000. 

 As required under the Water Management Act 2000, the proponent should provide additional 
information on how it plans to obtain the required WALs for the project prior to approval. The 
WAL shares must be obtained and evidence provided to DPIE Water & NRAR prior to 
commencement of works. 

 Comprehensive spatial and temporal groundwater level and water quality baseline data set. 

 Proposed remedial actions for impacts greater than those predicted as part of the relevant 
approval. The requirement for remedial actions may occur where modelled predictions were 
inaccurate or where planned mitigation, prevention or avoidance strategies have failed.  It is 
recommended a security bond specifically to manage groundwater impacts apply.  DPIE-
Water should be consulted in the remediation plan to be costed. 

 

Post approval 

 A Water Management Plan that includes a project specific Groundwater Monitoring and 
Management Plan. 

 The proponent must comply with the regulatory licensing requirements of the Water 
Management Act 2000 for water take. 

 Install metres on any pump extracting from open water bodies that intercepts the water table.   

 Place composted mulch on hardstand areas with installation of a leachate treatment 
collection system.  

 Process for documenting imported material to ensure it is clean and inert without risk of 
generating contaminated leachate. 

 
Any further referrals to DPIE – NRAR & Water can be sent by email to: 
landuse.enquiries@dpi.nsw.gov.au. 
 
Any further referrals to (a) Crown Lands; (b) DPI – Fisheries; and (c) DPI – Agriculture can be 
sent by email to: (a) lands.ministerials@industry.nsw.gov.au; 
(b) ahp.central@dpi.nsw.gov.au; and (c) landuse.ag@dpi.nsw.gov.au respectively. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Liz Rogers 
Manager, Assessments 
Water – Strategic Relations 
30 April 2020 
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