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Figure 8.12
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Figure 8.13
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Figure 9.1
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OPEN SPACE HIERARCHY 
Figure 9.1 illustrates the types and distribution of open spaces within the precinct 
including public, communal and private spaces. It also identifies the areas of 
proposed deep soil.

OPEN SPACE FUNCTION AND PURPOSE
Table 9.1 overleaf describes each open space type, its location, size and desired 
function purpose and character. The table also identifies the principal design 
elements that will typically be found in each space.

INTERFACE OF PUBLIC, COMMUNAL AND PRIVATE OPEN SPACE
The management of access when moving between public, communal and private 
open space is critical for resident safety and security of property.
However, a successful public realm design response to these transitions seeks 
to limit the visible presence of barriers in such a way that a pedestrian’s sense of 
what is private and what public is more intuitively read in the landscape than just 
the physical presence of gates and fences.
The design for such transitions for this site will be based on the following guidelines 
for the boundaries between the public spaces and communal spaces (central 
courtyards in apartment blocks) as well as between communal or public spaces 
and private (typically small garden spaces for ground floor apartments).

Public Space to Communal space
• Locate fencing and gates into communal spaces (ie residential courtyards) 

set back from building corners so that they can be integrated into planting

• Provide clear lines of site when moving in either direction for safety

• Provide well-lit transitions integrated in fence and gate design

• Retain privacy of the residents in the courtyards, whilst allowing glimpses 
of trees, shrubs and grass from the public space to extend the sense and 
effect of the borrowed landscape.

Private Space to Communal Space/Public Space
• Ensure that fence designs to garden spaces permit visibility to adjoining 

paths and communal/public spaces for safety and passive surveillance 
whilst retaining privacy

• Maintain side boundary fences to a height that permits privacy when seated 
whilst visibility of neighbours when standing to encourage ‘over the garden 
fence’ social interactions.

The cross sections in the following pages demonstrate these relationships and 
transitions.
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Table 9.1  Open space hierarchy, function and design elements
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9.0 OPEN SPACE HIERARCHY AND FUNCTION

OPEN SPACE TYPE LOCATION/NAME SIZE PURPOSE, FUNCTION AND CHARACTER PRINCIPAL DESIGN ELEMENTS

PUBLIC
Town Park and Plaza Immediately south of rail station 2,900m2 To provide for day to day use by adjoining residents, commuters to and 

from the station, lunchtime breaks for local employees and visitors to 
adjoining shops and community facilities (childcare etc)

Duration of stay likely to be short during the week (15-20 minutes) and 
longer for residents at the weekend (30 – 60 mins).

Given proximity to residences and size of park uses expected to 
consider residential amenity (low noise activities, runabout for smaller 
children, small kickabout only).

Character focused on a quiet green space ‘offline’ from surrounding 
activities for rest and relaxation.

• Small runabout lawn (irrigated)
• play equipment for younger children 2-8  years
• Plaza space for events, stalls etc plus water feature
• Shelters,  seats, seating walls and option for exercise station
• Connected pathways,steps and ramps
• Planting for shade and seasonal interest
• Public art 
• All abilities access throughout

Retail Courtyard West of Retail Centre Approx. 
690m2

Provision for shoppers and those moving to and from adjoining car 
parks. Simple courtyard space with shade from tree canopy (esp for 
westerly sun)

A place to sit and have a coffee, eat lunch or catch up with neighbours 
met while shopping. Public seating should be available as well as café 
seating for adjoin businesses

• Courtyard space with shade trees in a gravel/paved surface 
• Public seating/shelter

Cul de Sac Plaza At eastern end of southern access road Approx. 
926m2

A large paved plaza space principally for use by adjoining residents but 
designed for occasional large vehicle turning or servicing

Tree-lined feature paved space with seats and shrub planting around 
edges suitable for neighbours to sit and talk in shade or passing 
walkers and cyclists to rest. Suits small children on bicycles and 
scooters.

Very low vehicle speed environment (5 kms/hr) with raised paving and 
speed humps.

• Feature paving with rumble surface on raised shared use area to 
encourage very low vehicle speeds

• Feature trees with seasonal colour, shrubs defining areas and 
social seating

• Square form to the space but allowing full turning circle for large 
vehicle and short term loading areas

• Shared zone signage

Precinct Entry Space Southeast corner of site 220m2 A small green space marking the main southern entry into the precinct 
for walkers and cyclists. Large native trees, shrubs and grass make 
the connection to the Second Ponds Creek corridor. Seating in shade 
also provided

• Native trees and shrubs
• Seating in shade
• Entry sign
• Wayfinding signage

Paths, pedestrian and cycle 
way links

Various Various This network links the precinct to the surrounding areas, for example, 
connecting The Ponds to Cudgegong Road Station through the proposed 
development as set out in the concept plan. This network provides 
pedestrians and cyclists with a safe environment whilst also providing a 
clear delineation between private and public areas.

• Pedestrian crossing where required
• Dedicated cycle way
• Pedestrian paths
• Shared paths



Table 9.1 (Continued)
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OPEN SPACE TYPE LOCATION/NAME SIZE PURPOSE, FUNCTION AND CHARACTER PRINCIPAL DESIGN ELEMENTS

COMMUNAL
Residential Courtyards Internal courtyards to all residential blocks Varies

Total: 8,888m²

Communal space available to residents of the surrounding block only, 
for use as a place of rest, relaxation and mixing with other residents.

Fenced and gated access at entries to the courtyards but visible 
through fences to enhance scale of borrowed landscape across the 
precinct

• Deep soil tree planting for shade
• Access paths
• Irrigated Grass lawns
• Seasonal interest in shrubs
• Social seating in shade and sun
• Play for very small children based on natural features    (branches, 

logs, stone etc)
Rooftop Gardens Selected roofs of various buildings Varies

Total: 4,622m²

For use by the residents of that block only with direct access from 
within the building. Principal use for family parties/occasions and 
relaxation.

• Shelter/Pergola
• Decking/paving
• Raised planters for shrubs and small trees
• Seating, tables and BBQ
• May include small children’s play

PRIVATE
Private Gardens Building frontages at ground level Varies

Total: 1,985m²

Small courtyard garden spaces, generally with access directly off living 
room/kitchen. Suitable for a small table seats and umbrella for outdoor 
eating. Boundary fence height and design should encourage neighbor 
interaction and passive surveillance of adjoining paths etc

• Paved terraced space
• Narrow raised planter as part of fence suitable for small shrubs, 

herbs etc
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Figure 9.2
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Figure 9.3
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Figure 9.4
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Figure 9.5
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Figure 9.6
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OPEN SPACES
The following pages identify the major design elements of the project.

Town Park
The design for the town park creates and fosters the idea of the ‘meeting place’ by 
providing a variety of spaces, activities and opportunities for social interaction while 
also increasing the awareness of the surrounding natural environment, particularly 
its connection to the Second Ponds Creek corridor. Figure 8.1 illustrates the variety 
of spaces and attractions across the park. The town park also forms an important 
network to and from the train station.

Due to the sloping land form, the northern side of the park is four metres higher than 
the southern side of the park. Therefore, creating level and accessible platforms 
is a core design goal.  

There are five key considerations for the town park design:
• Maximising useful and functional space

• Activation of space

• Ease of circulation

• Balance of hardscape and softscape eg paved plaza and open lawn

• Universal access to the adjacent buildings.

A tree grid with a 7m x 6m spacing is proposed in the paved plaza to provide flexible 
space for the likes of market stalls or other community activities. The grid utilises 
deciduous species to ensure sufficient shade in summer and solar access in winter is 
provided. Seating walls and shelters are proposed along the paved area surrounding 
an upper level lawn area. A play area is proposed for the lower lawn area.

Plaza Spaces
Three small plaza/courtyard/entry spaces are proposed as detailed in Table 9.1.

Ground Floor Courtyard 
At the heart of the each building block is a communal courtyard that will provide a 
protected private sanctuary away from the surrounding public streets.  Sheltered 
from the prevailing winds and the hot summer sun the courtyards makes use of 
mixed native and deciduous trees to provide a mix of solar access in winter months 
and dappled shade in summer.

Beneath the canopies large raised planters provide additional soil depth required 
for the tree planting. The planter beds also create a distinctive seating edge detail 
that defines a series of smaller seating and gathering opportunities.

STREETS, PATHS AND CYCLEWAYS

Street Types and Sizes
The principal internal street Conferta Avenue, running East to West offers opportunity 
for significant street tree planting and verge-side ground covers. The North South 
street adjoining the town park has a dedicated cycleway.

Cycling and Walking 
The various path systems including the shared path, dedicated cycle way and 
pedestrian paths combine to create a network which connects the surrounding 
areas.  This network for example connects The Ponds to Cudgegong Road Station 
via a continuous journey through the proposed development as setout in the concept 
plan. This network provides pedestrians and cyclists with a safe environment whilst 
also providing a clear delineation between private and public areas.

The walkways and ramp in the town park plays a significant role in terms of 
connectivity, providing a universal access route through the park creating an 
important linkage from south to north towards the train statio

Parking
On street parking is proposed along roads throughout the site. This will account for 
approximately 57 parallel parking spaces in total. Street trees on-road with bollards 
will be proposed every second / third parking space to provide sufficient shade 
for the streets. Road widths parking and trees are all designed to slow traffic and 
enhance pedestrian and cycle safety.

In addition to the on-street parking there will be parking provided at the western 
side of the site which will be utilised by commuters.

Street Tree Planting
Street trees will be planted, generally on-road in between parking spaces. This 
approach will maximise the distance of tree canopies from street lights and ensure 
an even tree canopy along the footpath, refer to concept plan Figure 8.1.

Street trees will be planted in a minimum of 1.5 x 1.5m tree pit with structural soil 
system, to promote root growth and the long term health of the tree.

Understorey planting will be a simple mix of shade tolerant ferns species and/or 
groundcovers that maximise the impact of the proposed tree trunks.

At night time the groups of proposed trees will be up-light (away from residential 
windows) to illuminate the twisting trunks and underside of the canopies.

Rooftop Gardens – ‘The Community Gardens’  
A series of smaller communal spaces will be provided to serve the needs of the 
residents.  The design of these spaces will continue the language established in the 
Ground floor courtyards using raised planters to define smaller spaces for sitting or 
gathering.  Planting will change from the shade tolerant species on Ground floor to 
dryer strappy or grassy species that will cope with the more exposed conditions. 
There are 2 key communal garden areas on roof tops:
• ‘Communal BBQ Space’ – These spaces takes advantage of northerly aspects 

as well as locations away from overlooking units to provide a series of small 
gathering spaces that can be used by residents for outdoor dining and BBQ’s.  
There will be a number of fixed tables & seats with robust shade umbrellas as 
well as a communal outdoor kitchen and BBQ  area with electric BBQ, sinks 
and running water.

• ‘The Play Terrace’ -  A small sand pit area with interactive play equipment is 
located to take advantage of protected southern aspects of the buildings.  The 
spaces are bordered by raised planters that provide a sense of containment 
and safety as well as seating opportunities for parents and carers. 

Roof Gardens – ‘The Sky Terrace’
Sky Terrace’s (generally higher buildings surrounding the park and close to the 
station) provide residents with stunning panoramic views of the surrounding area, 
for example the Second Ponds Creek green corridor.  For these reasons the spaces 
will be a highly attractive communal space for residents seeking to soak up some 
sun, socialise, exercise and relax.

Fixed tables and chairs are located along the eastern side of the roof gardens so 
as to maximise the uninterrupted views of the natural environment. Residents will 
be able to have small gatherings in these spaces.

Lighting
All street lighting will follow the designs as outlined in the NRT Lighting Design 
Strategy. 

Lighting in parks will comprise principally of 5m high pole top lighting to a 
contemporary design with specific lighting for public artworks.
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HEAT ISLAND MITIGATION
Heat Island Mitigation will be addressed through extensive street trees, irrigated 
lawns and rooftop gardens.

CRIME PREVENTION THROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN (CPTED)
All parks and open spaces have been designed for clear lines of sight. In particular 
tree trunks will be kept clear and shrubs will mostly be of a maximum 1m height. 
Lighting with limited shadows will also be provided.

WATER SENSITIVE URBAN DESIGN  (WSUD)
A full water management strategy has been developed for WSUD (See integrated 
Water Cycle Management Strategy). Key outputs will be selected tree bio-filtration, 
capturing stormwater in the park for irrigation and passive irrigation.

WAYFINDING AND SIGNAGE 
For the most part the Urban Design and Landscape strategy has sought to provide 
intuitive wayfinding, there will however be a requirement for clear directional signage 
on all path junctions and street corners, preferably integrated into pole lighting to 
reduce visual clutter.

PUBLIC ART AND INTERPRETATION
A comprehensive Public Art strategy has been prepared for the Northwest metro, 
described as follows:

The Sydney Metro North West Public Art Plan Light Line Social Square (Revision 
B, 22 September 2015) presents a comprehensive and holistic vision of public 
art for the Sydney Metro North West including integrated artworks, a program of 
temporary and community artworks for the Delivery and Operational phases and 
future social hubs.

This Final Design Report, presents the artwork elements of Northwest Rapid Transit’s 
Developed Commitments under its Deed obligations. These elements include: Urban 
Groves, Social Spheres sculptural/ play elements, Cloud Room mist installations, 
Skylight Lanterns, Light Screens viaduct station glazed façades, the line-wide Light 
Line platform lighting installation and an additional project, the open-cut station 
inlays. Colour has also been selected for Vertical Transport elements. 

Any public art plan for the site will need to be consistent with the Sydney Metro 
Northwest Public Art Plan. It may explore natural, agricultural, aboriginal and 
historical heritage of the site.

MATERIALS AND FINISHES
A comprehensive set of landscape design plans and details for all landscape 
elements has been prepared by Northwest Rapid Transit (NRT). These include 
details for paving, walls, paths, seats, planting, artworks and the like. This will be 
applied to this site also, as applicable to context and will form the design style for 
any site-specific details on the site.

Sculptural & Play Elements - Social Spheres (NRT Public Art Design Report)

Indicative Plaza Paving Layout (NRT System Wide Design)

Sculptural & Play Elements - Playful Cores (NRT Public Art Design Report)
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CONSTRUCTION PHASING
It is envisaged that the construction of the park will occur in two phases. The first 
phases of the temporary work for the concept plan will focus on the northern portion 
of the park, the paved plaza with temporary turf area.

Various locations for activation and signage will also be included in phase one. This 
will allow for the earlier completion of the important new paved plaza and activated 
space to service the visitors for up to four years.
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In the following pages a series of precedent images are used to convey the general 
design character intended for the site.

Also six contemporary small urban parks are described identifying some of the 
common design elements and facilities found in parks of this size in an urban context.

A number of open space precedents have been investigated, they are of similar size 
to the proposed open space in Cudgegong Road Station Precinct South (0.3ha). 
Refer to page 53 to 55. 
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Place: Paddington Reservoir Gardens
Location: 255 Oxford St, Paddington
Area: 0.3 ha

The Paddington Reservoir is located 
on Oxford Street, about 2km from 
Sydney CBD. It was a water reservoir 
and converted into a public space 
in 2006. It restored as much of the 
reservoir’s original framework. The 
key features include boardwalks, a 
sunken garden and plenty of space 
to sit. 

Place: Pirrama Park Play Area
Location: 20 Pirrama Rd, Pyrmont
Area: 0.3 ha

Pirrama Park is located at Jones 
Bay, about 1.5km from CBD. The 
play area inside of the park includes 
playground, shelter, waterplay and 
seating features.
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Place: First Fleet Park
Location: George Street, The Rocks
Area: 0.6 ha

The First Fleet Park is adjacent to 
Circular Quay, one of the busiest and 
popular space in CBD. The park is 
visited by a large number of visitors, 
commuters. The green open space 
is enclosed by a mix of canopy trees, 
providing a comfortable space to 
gather and enjoy the water view.

Place: Chippendale Green, One 
Central Park
Location: 65 Broadway, Chippendale
Area: 0.47 ha

One Central Park is a landmark 
building in the heart of Chippendale, 
less than 1km from Central Station. 
Chippendale Green is in conjunction 
with the residential towers. The 
terraced turf provides space for 
gathering, performance and relaxing. 
A private owned but publicly 
accessible sunken garden lies to the 
north.
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Place: Mary Ann Park
Location: Mary Ann Street, Ultimo
Area: 0.45 ha

Mary Ann Park is located along Mary 
Ann Street in the inner city suburb 
Ultimo. The Sydney Technical College 
building faces the park and is located 
across the street. Manicured lawns 
and native plants give it oasis-
like qualities within the industrial 
environment. The park is includes 
amenities such as shelters, benches 
and BBQ stands, providing handy 
rest-stop areas for walkers, residents, 
businessmen and students. 

Place: Jacaranda Square
Location: Murray Rose Ave, Sydney 
Olympic Park
Area: 0.4 ha

The Jacaranda Square sits within 
Sydney Olympic Park.  The square 
is located adjacent to Olympic Park 
Station and is close to cafes and other 
services. The space provides a vibrant 
town square for visitors and residents 
and features an orthogonal edge of 
wall and seats.  Visitors are protected 
from the elements via a perimeter 
network of shelters and tree canopies. 
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ABPP 2018, Bushfire Protection Assessment 

Acoustic Logic 2018, Noise and Vibration Assessment 

ADE Consulting Group 2018, Contamination and Soil Study

AEC 2018, Retail and Commercial Land Use Analysis

AECOM 2018, Integrated Water Cycle Management Strategy
 
AECOM 2018, Ecologically Sustainable Development Report

AECOM 2018, Civil Design Report

AECOM 2018, Waste Strategy Report 

AECOM 2018, Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment

AECOM 2018, Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design Assessment 

AECOM 2018, Air Quality Review

AECOM 2018, Utilities Report 

Bennett and Trimble 2018, Urban Design Report 

Bennett and Trimble 2018, Design Verification Report

Design Confidence 2018, Access Design Assessment Report

Eco Logical 2018, Bio-Certification 

GHD 2018, Social Needs and Impact Assessment

Napier & Blakeley 2018, Capital Investment Value Report 

OCP Architects 2018, Heritage Assessment Report 

SCT Consulting 2018, Traffic and Transport Impact Assessment 

WINDTECH 2018, Pedestrian Wind Environment Statement 
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S17-0100 CUDGEGONG ROAD STATION PRECINCT SOUTH 31/05/2018  •  ISSUE N 57

PROJECT CREDITS 


