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Figure 1: Walsh Bay 1910
Source: Hurley, Frank 1910, Walsh Bay http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-229933307




1. HERITAGE

1 a) External Lifts

City of Sydney Comment - 1 a)

Concern is raised regarding the height of

the proposed external lifts and their visual
prominence from key vistas when viewed from
Sydney Harbour, particularly at the northern
end of Pier 2/3. Consideration should be given
to a reduction in height of the lift over-runs
and locating these lift shafts further south
along each elevation. It is also recommended
that lift shafts and balconies are aligned
symmetrically on the eastern and western
elevations of the wharf buildings.

Response

A sympathetic and modest design approach
has been adopted for all external additions

to ensure that they respect the industrial
character of the wharves and to minimise
their visual prominence. A similar architectural
language is proposed for the new lifts, stairs
and gantries for both Wharf 4/5 and Pier

2/3 to clearly distinguish new elements from
original fabric, to unify the composition and
ensure visual consistency across the precinct.

Locating four of the lifts external to the
building minimises the impact on interior
significant fabric. Their impact on the exterior
has been minimised by designing them as
contemporary steel framed glazed elements
that are as transparent as possible and
reversible.

The external lifts are set back from the wharf
edge by a minimum of two structural piling
bays in accordance with Policy 9.6.5 of the
Pier 2/3 CMP and positioned to relate to the
internal uses they serve.

Internal functional constraints, related to
the demanding requirements of access and
egress to the performance venues, means that

it is not possible to move the lift shafts further
south along the elevations or to align the lifts
symmetrically on the eastern and western
elevations of the wharf buildings. The internal
planning itself has been strategically designed
to minimise loss of heritage fabric.

The lift shafts have been designed to be as
small as possible to provide equitable access
and efficient goods movement within the
Precinct. The height of the overall lift shaft
structures has been carefully considered in
terms of overrun, relationships to the original
buildings and consistency within the Precinct.

The Statement of Heritage Impact includes
an assessment of the proposed new steel
platforms lifts and stairs which reads as
follows:

The Detailed design is in keeping with the
strong industrial character.

... The industrial character is reinforced by
the robust steel detailing. (p.141.)

Significant views and vistas to the site are
conserved as demonstrated by the Visual
Impact Assessment that accompanies the
proposal. The existing industrial maritime
character is conserved. New elements
have been designed to respect this highly
significant context.

The works retain and respect the landmark
position of the Wharf as a strong visual
element within Walsh Bay on the foreshores of
Sydney Harbour. Works across the Walsh Bay
Arts and Cultural Precinct will ensure that this
position is retained and enhanced.

The size of the lift cars is as follows, with
both the cars and shafts minimised to
accommodate required passenger and goods
movement and accessibility requirements:

Figure 2: Existing view from Sydney Harbour.

Source: Mogamma 2017

Figure 3: Proposed view from Sydney Harbour with new work highlighted blue.

Source: Mogamma 2017

LIFT 3 Pier 2/3
West

LIFT 6 Wharf 4/5
East

LIFT 7 Wharf 4/5
East

LIFT 8 Wharf 4/5
West

People and goods lift

Level 1 ACO Event Space and back of house (instruments)

Level 2 ACO Offices

Provides alternate public lift for Pier 2/3 if other internal lifts break down.

21 people

Mezzanine Level SDC Offices

Level 1 STC public areas

Level 2 STC Offices

Replaces current external lift near SDC café
Opens up vistas to the Precinct from entry

15 people

Level 1 STC public areas and theatre
Level 2 STC public areas, theatre and function room

Goods lift
Level 1 STC kitchen/back of house
Level 2 STC back of house

15 people

15 people
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TYPICAL EXTERNAL LIFT
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THIS DRAWING TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH ALL
RELEVANT NOTES ON DRAWING NO. S001
TENDER NOTES

1. These drawings are preliminary drawings issed for tender as an indication

of the extent of works only. They are not a complete set of construction
drawings.
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Figure 4: Ground floor plan showing lift locations

Source: Tonkin Zulaikha Greer Architects
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