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for SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE TRUST

The Sydney Opera House Trust (SOHT) has engaged Tonkin
Zulaikha Greer (TZG) Architects to prepare the Concept and
Schematic Design Development and Development
Application for the Front Of House (FOH) Projects under
the Renewal Framework Program. This program was 
developed in
2014 to guide the transformation of the building over the
next decade, and includes a range of projects that cover
all aspects of the Opera House including theatres, front of
house, back of house and proposed new developments.

The DA Drawing Issue includes the architectural drawings 
and perpespectives.

The Designs have been developed in collaboration with the 
services and centralised consultant team and went through 
an intensive stakeholder consultation process. Furthermore 
several reviews have been held with the SOH Eminent 
Architects Panel, the SOH Conservation Council and the 
SOH Executive Team.

The Concept- and the Schematic Design Reports show 
the detailed design process and include the services and 
centralised consultant reports and expert reviews.

The Front of House projects have been thought about as 
a suite of interrelated projects, however they have been 
individually documented and analysed for clarity.

The general process that has been conducted is as follows:

CONCEPT DESIGN / OPTIONS STUDY :
- As series of Briefs were prepared by the SOH in 
consultation with relevant stakeholders
- Discussion with and briefing by Stakeholders on a project 
by project basis
- Development of preferred options
- Testing of options with stakeholders which lead to three 
preferred options for each project
- Analysis of preferred options, including testing against the 
Sydney Opera House Conservation Management Plan and 
the Utzon Design Principles
- Recommendation 

SCHEMATIC DESIGN :
- A preferred option was selected by the Executive Team
- Detailed stakeholder workshops were held for the 
individual stakeholder groups and the feedback has been 
incorporated into the current proposals
- Further site investigation and the progressing services 
designs informed the design development and caused some 
change to some concept design ideas

Whilst this study has very much been aimed at achieving a 
range of functional requirements that will be relevant for the 
SOH for the next generation, the architectural philosophy 
is very much seen as an exercise in interpretive design, 
whereby the SOH Utzon Design principles will be distilled to 
create relevant contemporary use and expression.

The new projects have been thought about in terms of an 
architectural continuum, whereby they are imbedded in the 
legendary icon, but reaching out to Sydney’s future.

Introduction

At a cultural level, we are thinking of the SOH as an Iconic 
container reflecting the time of it’s invention, but with ever 
evolving contemporary contents that are relevant and 
reflective of our time. 



for SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE TRUST

The Renewal projects have been considered as elements 
taking their position in an architectural continuum, whereby 
they are imbedded in the fabric and history of the legendary 
icon, but reach out to Sydney’s future.

Culturally, we view the Sydney Opera House as an iconic 
container that continues to reflect the era of its invention, 
but with ever evolving contemporary contents that give voice 
to the artistic activities and philosophical enquiries of our 
own time. 

Whilst the Renewal projects design has been aimed 
at fulfil l ing a range of functional requirements that will 
be relevant for the SOH for the next generation, the 
architectural procedure is one of interpretive design, 
whereby the Utzon and Opera House principles are distilled 
to infuse this later contemporary use and aesthetic.

Architectural Design Statement Creative Learning Centre

Function

At the northern end of the Western Foyer the Creative 
Learning Centre (CLC) will provide a home for the innovative 
learning experience programme that has been developed 
at the SOH over the last decade. The program will offer 
interactive and immersive experiences for all ages.

The CLC is a space that will be used to facilitate diverse 
client groups, such as networking events from multi-
national organisations to a space that presents the most 
contemporary theatre for babies.

The programmatic objectives of the Creative Learning Centre 
consists of:

* Large learning space with green screen capabilities

* Small learning space

* Work in progress storage

* Equipment storage

* Lighting and AV grid to the ceiling

* Acoustic Isolation

* Associated WC’s and Kitchenette

* Display ‘stage’ to Northern Boardwalk

* Access from the Western Foyer and the Western   
 Boardwalk

These objectives have been achieved by forming two 
principal spaces lined with multifunctional storage walls 
that use repurposed wobbly panels to create reversible and 
interchangeable surfaces for flexible program set-ups. 

Each space has a lighting and AV grid located under the new 
acoustically isolating ceiling.

Concept

The Creative Learning Centre has been thought of as a ‘stage’ 
where the magic of stagecraft becomes the basis of learning. The 
‘stage’ is rendered white in order to stand out as a ‘container’. 

The vast amount of necessary storage joinery has been thought 
of as stage scenery, different modes playing to the space with 
various colours and acoustics.
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