
TONKIN ZULAIKHA GREER ARCHITECTS fOR TARONGA ZOO |  fOR SSDA 29/05/17   |  SAvANNAH + CONGO pROpOSAL  |  bUILT fORm + URbAN DESIGN STATEmENT6

1. visitor 
Experience 
(by Motherworks)

The proposed layout of the exhibits is designed to follow a linear journey, passing through 
five different interpretive Zones.

These Zones are:
Zone 1 – Savannah - Giraffe, Zebra and Ostrich.
Zone 2 – Kopje Country - lions.
Zone 3 – escarpment Village – education and site-wide views.
Zone 4 – The Waterhole – Meerkat, Fennec Fox, Okapi.
Zone 5 – The Congo - gorillas.

Zone 1 – Savannah Giraffe, Zebra and Ostrich
A gateway introduction to Africa and all it has to offer. This zone introduces the idea of 
“Creators of Hope’ in parallel with the stories of survival in the African Savannah. It features 
local villagers that dwell in this landscape and tell the stories of their specific issues and 
how this impacts on our key species, the Giraffe, Zebras, Okapi and Chimpanzee. There 
are iconic views, traditionally associated with the Giraffe and Taronga Zoo, which feature 
feeding programs and back of house views through to the Opera House and Sydney 
Harbour Bridge.
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 Congo and Savannah Interpretation
 Zone 1 Break Up

ZONE 1 -  AFRICAN SAVANNAH ENTRY (GIRAFFE, ZEBRAS, CHIMPANZEE)

1.1 1.1.1  “African Savanna” gateway

1.1.2  “Welcome to Africa the land of the sun”, inc. intro signage & map
1.1.3   African totem poles,signage built in screens displaying general introduction to  

            Africa and the Savannah

 - Species, geography, people & population
1.1.4 Creators of Hope
         Something special about Africa touches the soul; it is a continent of 54 immensely  
         diverse countries that is both deeply troubled and profoundly uplifting. 

1.2.1  African village audio; songs & stories

1.2.2  Huts, colourful and unique architecture, to create village feel
1.2.3  Introduction to the ‘Creators of Hope’ characters as local people

  Possibilities:

 - Passports/ID cards, follow journey

 - TV screens in house  (content TBC)

1.2.4  Graphics with more specific info on Savannah
 - Biome, Serengeti, plants, animals, climate & tribes

1.3.1  Screens: Intro to Giraffe
1.3.2  Footprints in paving leading to graphic and stories

1.3.3  Handrail infographics; Giraffe feeding habits, anatomy, habitat
1.3.4 Threats & conservation

1.4.1 TBC totem based graphics
1.4.2  AV  in totem pole - Introduce a local (poacher), every day is a

           challenge for his family, he does every  thing he can to ensure their survival

1.4.3  Possibilities for interactive activity here ?

1.4.4  VIP feeding 

1.4.5  Back of house keeper tours

1.5.1 Meet a woman, with every bead she threads she helps her family 
         and African wildlife
1.5.2  Chimpanzees TBC
1.5.3  Chimpanzees TBC
1.5.4  Parallel play activities; climbing and vines

1.5.5  Chimpanzees TBC

1.6.1 Zebra back of house tours
1.6.2  General Info; Feeding, anatomy, reproduction
1.6.3  Zebras have family groups “harems”, they are know as ‘pioneer grazers” &   
they migrate
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GENERAL ZONE INTENT 
A gateway introduction to Africa and all  it has to offer. We introduce the idea of “Creators of Hope’ 
in parallel with the stories of survival in the African Savannah. We feature local villagers that dwell 
in this landscape and tell the stories of their specific issues and how this impacts on our key spe-
cies, the Giraffe, Zebras, Okapi and Chimpanzee. There are iconic views traditionally associated 
with the Giraffe and Taronga zoo which feature feeding programs and back of house views through 
to the opera house and Sydney Harbour bridge.

1.1.4

ZONE 1 -  INTERPRETIVE EXHIBITS GRAPHICS,PROPS AND DRESSINGS LIST AND LOCATION
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Image 1: Artist’s Impression of the Savannah Gateway. Image courtesy of Motherworks. 

Image 2: Artist’s Impression of the Iconic Giraffe feeding Vista. Image courtest of Motherworks. 


