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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Purpose of this Report
Curio Projects Pty Ltd have been engaged by Mirvac Projects Pty Ltd to prepare an historical archaeological 
assessment for the Harbourside site at Darling Harbour, Sydney.   

This report 
  

 approval to establish concept proposal details for the 

 

The project supports th ’s vision for an expanded ‘cultural ribbon’ 
spanning from Barangaroo, around to Darling Harbour and Pyrmont.  

nforce Sydney’s CBD ’s pre-eminent 
 

.  The impact of the proposed 
development on historical archaeological resources at the site is assessed in a separate Heritage Impact Statement 

September . 

This report has been prepared   

; 

 

vided 
by Mirvac Projects Pty Ltd, including  

  

Secretary’   
Harbourside Shopping Centre, issued   

1.2 Background
Mirvac 

’s premier gathering and entertainment precinct.   

d 
 

surrounds. 

1.3 Site Ident if icat ion
-

tourist, entertainment and business. 

More generally the site is bou
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fundamentally change as these developments are progressively completed.   

 
FIGURE 1: LOCATION CONTEXT AREA PLAN SHOWING THE LOCATION OF THE SUBJECT SITE. SOURCE: JBA PLANNING 2016. 
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FIGURE 2: HARBOURSIDE SITE BOUNDARY. SOURCE: GOOGLE EARTH WITH CURIO PROJECTS ADDITIONS 2016 

1.4 Overview of Proposed Development

re-imagining of Harbourside.  The concept proposal establishes the vision and planning and 

proposals.  The Harbourside site is to be developed for a mix of non-
 

 

ments, including the Harbourside Shopping Centre, pedestrian bridge 
 

sal, 
to facilitate re-  

Building envelopes; 

Land uses across the site, non-  

2 for mixed use 
de -  

 

 

 domain; and 

development.  
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1.5 Limitat ions

Projects Pty Ltd in September  

rical archaeological 

an historical archaeological assessment only. 

t. 

1.6 Authorship
This report has been prepared by Sally MacLennan  for Curio Projects Pty 
Ltd . 

 



Harbourside Shopping Centre, Darling Harbour, Historical Archaeological Assessment                                       6 

 

2.0 STATUTORY CONTEXT FOR THE SITE

2.1 City of Sydney LEP 2012

The LEP states 
 

5.10(2)(c)  

 

 

(7)  

  
(a)   
(b)   

This re

 

2.2 NSW Heritage Act 1977
Historical archaeology – the  The 

 the   

  

‘ ’ 

‘relics’  ‘relics’ 
may form part of the State’

more archaeological ‘relics’ 

‘ ’  
‘ ’ to ‘ ’. Such permits are issued under 

‘relics’ 

leading to a relic being discovered, exposed, moved, damaged or destroyed. To ‘excavate and disturb land’ in the 
 

archaeological ‘relic’ 
‘relic’ - gin and at 

least 50 years old— ‘relic’ n archaeological 

‘ ’). 

- ‘relics’ 

managed under the ‘relics’ 
artefact, object or material evidence from the past is deemed not to meet the threshold of local or State 

‘relic’  
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 to the 
 

 

 

 
 

 

-
-  

T
. 

2.2.3  Her itage List ings
 

 

The Darli 2, located on the harbour prominade,  to the south of the site, is 
–  

 

 ’
They include the Darling Harbou

and describes the boundary for the site as ‘

’3 The item is described as being ‘free from development’, 
l te, it does not form part of 

 

4

  The system consists of underground conduits possibly built of sands
 

of the sit  

’  

-  

                                                
1 Pyrmont Bridge State Heritage Inventory Card 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5053337  
2 Darling Harbour Woodward Water Feature State Heritage Inventory Card 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=5061721 
3 Darling Harbour Rail Corridor State Heritage Inventory Card 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=4500465 
4 http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=4500471 
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Retail Premises – Harris -  

‘Harry Lesnie Pty Ltd -  

‘ -  

-  

 

 

 

  

-  

-  

 

references, are detailed in the HIS. 

‘ ’ 5

site through 
the course of the study.   

  

                                                
5 Anglin Associates 1990, Pyrmont and Ultimo Heritage Study 
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3.0 HISTORICAL SUMMARY
as detailed 

her sources 
–2008   This summary highlights 

of the Harbourside site. 

3.1. Phase 1: European Sett lement and the Ult imo Estate (1788–1874)
– s— d successive grants -acre 

 
primarily used for grazing and 

  ’ , meaning 
ent occurred in the vicinity of the subject site during this period. 

– s—S
’s campaign of civic improvement.  in the study area. 

—
also referred to as Bunn’ ’s House The 

house  app
Street and Darlin

 

o
directly 

 

o is also had been 
Bunn’
sort of  

 
 This feature is also evident in  

5–8 . 

o
- to 

the south of the original small building  and . Both structures have associated 
 

o

 panoramas e the level 
’s edge, evident in the 

 

o panoramas s  and 8
th ’

 

                                                
6 Broadbent, J. 2010. Transformations: Ecology of Pyrmont Peninsula, prepared for the City of Sydney, pp 393-394. 
Available online at: http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/228033/Transformations-
Ecology-of-Pyrmont-Peninsula-17882008.pdf  
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o he 

 

—Photograph panoramas s , 8  
be present to the south of Bunn’   

bu  

3.2  Phase 2: Growth and Expansion of the Darl ing Harbour Railway Goods 
Yard (1874–1960s)

—   premises on the Darling Harbour 
immediately east of Bunn’

 
in the same year ding engines, passenger vehicles 

.    

– — to Pyrmont Bridge through subject site.  
llel 

 aterfront appears 
to have undergone some   

east by possible 
signal boxes, close to Pyrmont Bridge  

—  

 

—  
.  

h cast iron circular 
manufactured by ‘ ’. The iron columns supported the steel beams and 

’

 

—  - a 
-framed iron covered hipped roof and pressed metal ceilings

close 
to the corner of Murray Street, at the north-

 . , and had 
 

— o-

th Sydney. May have remained in 

igure  

– —  proceeded in stages along the head of Darling Harbour and along it’s 

 f 

                                                
7 SHFA S170 listing for Darling Harbour Goods Line http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-About_us-
Our_heritage_role-Heritage_and_Conservation_Register.htm&objectid=173  
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y constructed during 
 

3.3  Phase 3—Decline, Closure and Redevelopment of the Dar ling Harbour 
Goods Yard (1960s–Present)

– —  

—The ‘ ’  
projects to commence as part of the Darling Harbour redevelopment for the Bicentennial 
Harbourside is b and Bicentennial 

  

FIGURE 3: DETAIL OF THE 1844 FRANCIS WEBB SHIELD’S MAP OF SYDNEY, INDICATING THE LOCATION OF THE SUBJECT SITE. SOURCE: 
CITY OF SYDNEY ARCHIVES DIGITAL INFORMATION. 
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FIGURE 4: DETAIL OF THE 1854 WOOLCOTT AND CLARKES MAP OF SYDNEY, INDICATING THE LOCATION OF THE SUBJECT SITE. 
SOURCE: CITY OF SYDNEY ARCHIVES DIGITAL INFORMATION. 

 

FIGURE 5: DETAIL OF THE 1865 TRIGONOMETRICAL SURVEY OF SYDNEY (BLOCK W1), INDICATING THE LOCATION OF THE SUBJECT 
SITE. SOURCE: CITY OF SYDNEY ARCHIVES DIGITAL INFORMATION. 
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FIGURE 6: DETAIL OF  PANORAMA OF DARLING HARBOUR, LOOKING WEST (C1865), WITH APPROXIMATE LOCATION OF SUBJECT 
SITE OUTLINED IN RED. SLNSW DL PX 162, DIGITAL ORDER NUMBER A1729004. 

 

FIGURE 7: DETAIL OF PANORAMA OF SYDNEY TAKEN FROM SYDNEY TOWN HALL, 1873, WITH APPROXIMATE LOCATION OF 
SUBJECT SITE OUTLINED IN RED. SLNSW MITCHELL LIBRARY SPF / 1626, DIGITAL ORDER NUMBER A4324010.  

 

FIGURE 8: DETAIL OF PANORAMA LOOKING WEST FROM SYDNEY TOWN HALL, C.1875, SHOWING THE SITE SOUTH OF NEWSTEAD 
HOUSE, SHOWING APPROXIMATE LOCATION OF SUBJECT SITE OUTLINED IN RED SOUTH OF NEWSTEAD HOUSE. SOURCE: MACLEAY 
MUSEUM, UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY, REPRODUCED IN MATTHEWS 1982, P18, IN CASEY AND LOWE 2013, ICC HOTEL DARLING 
HARBOUR, ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT AND IMPACT STATEMENT, P61. 
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FIGURE 9: PYRMONT BRIDGE AND NORTHERN PART OF THE STUDY AREA IN 1874, SHOWING THE UNDEVELOPED NATURE OF THE 
SITE AT THIS TIME.  SLNSW MITCHELL LIBRARY SPF/838, DIGITAL ORDER NUMBER A089838.   

 

FIGURE 10: 1878 PLAN FROM STATE RECORDS, INDICATING THE LOCATION OF THE SUBJECT SITE. SOURCE: STATE RECORDS NSW 
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FIGURE 11: DETAIL OF THE 1888 BIRDSEYE VIEW OF THE CITY OF SYDNEY, M.S. HILL, INDICATING THE APPROXIMATE LOCATION OF 
THE SUBJECT SITE OUTLINED IN RED. SOURCE: CITY OF SYDNEY ARCHIVES DIGITAL INFORMATION. 

 

 

FIGURE 12: DETAIL OF THE 1895 MAP OF THE CITY OF SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES, INDICATING THE LOCATION OF THE SUBJECT 
SITE. SOURCE: NLA MAP RM 3443. 
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FIGURE 13: DETAIL OF THE 1903 MAP OF THE CITY OF SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES, INDICATING THE LOCATION OF THE SUBJECT 
SITE. SOURCE: CITY OF SYDNEY ARCHIVES DIGITAL INFORMATION. 

 

FIGURE 14:  FRAME WORK OF DARLING HARBOUR SHEDS CONSTRUCTION, NEW SOUTH WALES (C1920). IMAGE SHOWS THE 1902 
OUTWARDS GOODS SHED A&B AT THE RIGHT, THE 1891 SHED C&D IN THE CENTRE AND THE 1823 DOUBLE TIER SHED AT THE LEFT 
UNDER CONSTRUCTION. SOURCE: NLA PIC P860/325 LOC COLD STORE PIC AGF 
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FIGURE 15: DETAIL OF 1949 AERIAL, INDICATING THE LOCATION OF THE SUBJECT SITE. SOURCE: CITY OF SYDNEY ARCHIVES DIGITAL 
INFORMATION. 

 

FIGURE 16: CONSTRUCTION OF HARBOURSIDE, 1980S. SOURCE: SYDNEY HARBOUR FORESHORE AUTHORITY, 
HTTP://WWW.SHFA.NSW.GOV.AU/SYDNEY-ABOUT_US-HERITAGE_ROLE-
HERITAGE_AND_CONSERVATION_REGISTER.HTM&OBJECTID=173  
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4.0 HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL

4.1 Site Descript ion
to understand the site contex

 

bour.  The Harbourside 
Shopping Centre consists of a three-storey building and does not have a basement. 

The subject site extends from Pyrmont Bridge in the north to the site currently 
under redevelopment to the south  8 , and 

-  . The northern 
boundary of the site abuts the south-

s 20–2 .

 
of stairs provides access from Harbourside up to Pyrmont Bridge and the former monorail 

 4 . 

 8 . 

–2  

-
 5   

and is located to t
this level Murray 

5  

Evidence of s  2 .   

FIGURE 17: THE HARBOURSIDE SHOPPING CENTRE, VIEWED 
FROM THE EASTERN SHORE OF DARLING HARBOUR.  

FIGURE 18: WESTERN BOUNDARY OF THE SUBJECT SITE, VIEW 
FACING SOUTH.  DARLING DRIVE RUNS ALONG THE WESTERN 
BOUNDARY. THE LIGHT RAIL LINE TO THE WEST OF DARLING 
DRIVE FOLLOWS A ROUTE OF THE ORIGINAL DARLING HARBOUR 
GOODS LINE.  
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FIGURE 19: EASTERN BOUNDARY OF THE HARBOURSIDE SITE, 
SHOWING INTERFACE WITH PUBLIC PROMENADE ON THE 
WATERFRONT. 

FIGURE 20: WESTERN APPROACH TO PYRMONT BRIDGE, 
SHOWING ENTRANCE TO HARBOURSIDE.  

FIGURE 21: INTERFACE BETWEEN HARBOURSIDE (LEFT) AND 
PYRMONT BRIDGE (RIGHT), VIEW FACING WEST.  THE FORMER 
MONORAIL STATION IS VISIBLE IN THE CENTRE OF THE IMAGE. 

FIGURE 22: PHYSICAL INTERFACE WITH PYRMONT BRIDGE 

  

FIGURE 23: NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF HARBOURSIDE AND THE 
SANDSTONE FOUNDATION OF PYRMONT BRIDGE, SHOWING 
GATED ENTRANCE TO LOADING DOCK ON NORTHWESTERN 
SIDE OF HARBOURSIDE SHOPPING CENTRE. 

FIGURE 24: PEDESTRIAN FOOTBRIDGE BEYOND THE NORTHERN 
BOUNDARY OF THE SUBJECT SITE, SHOWING FORMER 
MONORAIL STATION AND HARBOURSIDE SHOPPING CENTRE. 
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FIGURE 25: LOADING DOCK ENTRANCE ON WESTERN SIDE OF 
HARBOURSIDE. DARLING DRIVE RISES ON THE LEFT HAND SIDE 
OF THE IMAGE. TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION SHEDS ARE 
INSTALLED ABOVE THE LOADING DOCK DRIVEWAY. 

FIGURE 26: EXAMPLE OF SUBSURFACE SERVICES ON THE 
WESTERN SIDE OF HARBOURSIDE SHOPPING CENTRE. 

4.2 Archaeological Assessment
assesses the 

range of physical remains 
site as indicated by the historical analysis. is also used to extrapolate 
the extent of physical disturbance that the subject site has experienced that may have impacted on the survival of 
historical archaeological 
4. summary statement of the subject site’   

 

—

Moderate —

 

High archaeological pot —
survives. 

4.2.1 Assessment of  Potent ial Evidence
–  

rliest recorded uses of the land in the vicinity of the subject site 
 as part of the Harris’ .  The marginal nature of 

dal foreshore of Darling Harbour, suggests that pastoral-  have been 
limited  
such as archaeo-botanical evidence and  

subje   
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a result of these processes.8   

undocumented 
eenth century archaeological remains of 

harves 

pits, privies.  

’
subject to a number of physical developments.  have been constructed 

e.g.   The eastern edge of the 
a masonry 

   

It is unclear from the available historical data if the all of these structures ’s 
and  

 suggests they may also have been 
industrial or light industrial enterprises  5

  
 

 

TABLE 1: PHASE 1—SUMMARY OF HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 

Phase and Date  Possible  

 

–  

–

 

s 

-botanical evidence 

 

–  
 

 

 
 

 

Structural remains of unrecorded outbuildings, 

postholes 

Deeper subsurface features including privies, 
 

Rubbish pits 

 

                                                
8 The potential for shell middens, in relation to Aboriginal occupation of the subject site, has been assessed in a 
separate Aboriginal archaeological due diligence report prepared for the Harbourside site by Curio Projects, 
September 2016. 
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Phase and Date  Possible  

use of foreshore. 

 

 

 

Deeper subsurface features including privies, 
ells, drains 

Rubbish pits 

 

 

Evidence of the use of outside space, 
including 

light industrial use.   

recorded 
structures 
structures. 

 

and postholes  

 

 

 

Structural remains of unrecorded outbuildings, 
ons, 

postholes 

Rubbish pits 

 

  

 

 

 

including land 
 

 

 

 

 landscaping 
House 

-botanical evidence of c  

Masonry fencing  
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Phase and Date  Possible  

garden beds 

 

Phase 2 –

industrial, and the industrial and commercial uses of the subject site became more formalised such as t tlas 
 

— It is 

–  

 

  The 
primary located  

s – -

  Structural 

artefact bearing er provision, 
 

 

TABLE 2: PHASE 2—SUMMARY OF HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 

Phase and Date   Evidence 

 

– s 

 Structural remains, 
 

 

Deeper subsurface features including privies, 
 

Rubbish pits 

 

concrete or 
 

 

s  

 

  
–  
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Phase and Date   Evidence 

 

useable land on  

 

May include evidence of incidental 
 

Structural remains  
  iron 

columns and supports, postholes—

  

 

 concrete or other 
paved surfaces 

 

Deeper subsurface features including drains, 
 

 

  

 

 

P –
and the redevelopment of the s   

able for Phase 2. 

4.2.2 Analysis of Disturbance
’s deposited al archaeological 

evidence, as elab  may also have disturbed physical remains of former site 
uses. 

 

 

produce sheds and 
rail lines.  

the boa
House’s grounds. 

helped to preserve archaeo —
’ –  during the site’s history to create 
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—may have served to seal underlying archaeological deposits 
from previous phases. 

 , the longevity of the 
subject site’

associated concret  

disturbance to archaeological remains. 

 

 

 

—
haeological evidence may be largely intact. 

Moderate disturbance—

disturbed. 

High disturbance—

  

TABLE 3: ASSESSMENT OF SITE DISTURBANCE 

Phase and 
Date 

Site Feature  Disturbance Likelihood of 
survival 

 

–
 

Land clearing and grazing  

–  

ephemeral, including artefact 
-botanical 

evidence. 

High disturbance. 

rise above the 
 the study area. 

–  

– . 

Evidence may include artefact 
 

 

High disturbance. 

vity. 

–  

 

If present, evidence may include 

 

 

Moderate 
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Phase and 
Date 

Site Feature  Disturbance Likelihood of 
survival 

Structural remains of unrecorded 

 

Deeper subsurface features including privies, 
 

Rubbish pits 

 

foreshore. 

E

. 

-  

Evidence may include structural 
remains, deeper subsurface features 

, 
. 

Moderate disturbance. 

 rail line, 
buildings, and Harbourside may have 
disturbed remains of these structures. 

may have sealed archaeological deposits. 

ogical deposits 
from this phase. 

 

Moderate 

Evidence of the use of outside space, 
including 

light industrial use, such as 

.   

recorded 
structures 
structures. 

Moderate disturbance. 

Localised 

, and Harbourside may have 
disturbed remains of these structures. 

may have sealed archaeological deposits. 

from this phase. 

 

Moderate 

. 

surfaces, postholes or 
 

High disturbance. 

 

L —

of site 

Moderate—
at natural 
foreshore  
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Phase and 
Date 

Site Feature  Disturbance Likelihood of 
survival 

 

 
Moderate–high disturbance. 

localised disturbances associat

Harbourside. 

have been 
during Phase 2. 

 

Moderate—
areas of 

 

 

– —
areas of 

 

 landscaping 
House
archaeo-botanical evidence of 

 

High disturbance. 

 

–  

 

–
 

 

Evidence may include structural 

 

Moderate disturbance.  

May have been subject to other localised 

’
 clarify. 

 

Moderate 

including 
. 

Moderate disturbance. 

subject site. 

Harbourside. 

High 

 

Evidence may include the rail line, 

Moderate disturbance. 

 

Moderate 
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Phase and 
Date 

Site Feature  Disturbance Likelihood of 
survival 

res, deeper 
subsurface features.  

 

 

 

Moderate 

 

4.3 Statement of Archaeological Potential
– have nil-

al sandstone rise above 

the e
nil-

l  l remains of this feature to survive at the  site.  Closer to the original 
foreshore 

eteenth century
archaeological evidence of this feature to survive. 

–
to survive at the subject site.  The pri
process –  has nil– impacts that later use of the foreshore 

  
. 

 the 
—including structural remains, deeper subsurface features 

surfaces—has moderat  to survive.  It 

 

s associated 
 

–
–

operated from 
—

including structural remains, m —
 

–
e subject site 28 and .  L

                                                
9 This does not preclude the survival of shell material within the subject site (either natural accumulations or midden 
formations), but primarily focuses on the potential of any extent resource to bear evidence as a component of the 
lime production process.  A separate Aboriginal heritage due diligence report (Curio Projects, September 2016) has 
been prepared to assess the potential for Aboriginal archaeological evidence to survive within the subject site. 
10 Review of geotechnical data for the site, when available, may assist in elucidating this. 
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d at the site as the subject site’s footprint 

– – . 

There is moderate the Darling Harbour 
 .  E

include remains 

subsurface features such as privies, drains or other services, rubbish pits or other incidental remains of unrecorded 

 

 
FIGURE 27: HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL RELATING TO PHASE 1, SHOWING PROBABLE LOCATIONS OF STRUCTURES 
SHOWN ON MAPS AND PHOTOGRAPHS.
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FIGURE 28: AREAS OF LAND RECLAMATION UNDERTAKEN IN PHASE 2.  EVIDENCE OF LAND RECLAMATION HAS HIGH POTENTIAL TO 
SURVIVE.

 
FIGURE 29: HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL RELATING TO PHASE 2.  THE AREA OF PHASE 2 LAND RECLAMATION IS 
INDICATED BY A DOTTED LINE; THESE REMAINS HAVE HIGH POTENTIAL TO SURVIVE.  THE PROBABLE LOCATION OF GOODS YARD 
STRUCTURES AS SHOWN ON MAPS IS INDICATED IN RED. 
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5.0 SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT

5.1 Background
This 

guidelines . ‘an 
’.  

 develops an approach to 

‘relics provisions’  

nature, extent and integrity— —
 

—

 

5.2 NSW Criter ia for assessing archaeological s ignif icance
’  against the 

four heritage categories outlined in the  guidelines.  The 
 

5.2.1  Archaeological Research Potential (NSW Heritage Cr iter ion E)
Archaeological research potential is the ability of archaeological evidence, through analysis and 
interpretation, to provide information about a site that could not be derived from any other source and 
which contributes to the archaeological significance of that site and its ‘relics’. The integrity of the site, the 
state of preservation of archaeological material and deposits will also be relevant.  

 and shell 
may provide  

previously undocumented about the environment and early use of the subject site that may 
on available about the historical development of the local area  that is available at other 

sites and from historical documents. Depending on the nature, intactness and extent of the resource it may have 
 

Physical evidence of the dome ’
during P – may have high If archaeological remains of early, unrecorded 

the development of Sydney’ arling Harbour.  
, 

 

 -
-

number of archaeological sites on Darling Harbour have yielded similar types of evidence, the subject site may also 
-

harbour in orde .  
high ability to contribute to understanding the 

                                                
11 Assessing significance for archaeological sites and 'relics', Heritage Branch 2009, p.1. 
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period. 

 
– limited 

 
extrapolated from this type of archaeological resource is readily available in historical documents such as plans, 

commissioned and demolished.  

verall site. 

5.2.2  Associat ions with indiv iduals, events or groups of historical importance 
(NSW Heritage Cr iter ia A, B & D)
Archaeological remains may have particular associations with individuals, groups and events which may 
transform mundane places or objects into significant items through the association with important 
historical occurrences.  

 loose s 
 explicitly relate to these 

individuals. 

The  the commercial 
 The archaeological resource at the 

subject site, depending on the nature, extent and integrity of the remains, may be able to demonstrate the 
at the site, beginning at least by the primarily small-scale enterprises 

contributed to local economies and the development of Darling Harbour’s industrial character, through to the 
height of the extensive vitally 

 

 engineers, industrial archaeologists and 
local community groups have an interest in this aspect of Darling Harbour’s history and heritage.  The subject site 

 

The site is also recognised a -
’  

5.2.3  Aesthetic or technical s ignif icance (NSW Heritage Criter ion C)
Whilst the technical value of archaeology is usually considered as ‘research potential’ aesthetic values are 
not usually considered to be relevant to archaeological sites. This is often because until a site has been 
excavated, its actual features and attributes may remain unknown. It is also because aesthetic is often 
interpreted to mean attractive, as opposed to the broader sense of sensory perception or ‘feeling’ as 
expressed in the Burra Charter. 

Nevertheless, archaeological excavations which reveal highly intact and legible remains in the form of 
aesthetically attractive artefacts, aged and worn fabric and remnant structures, may allow both 
professionals and the community to connect with the past through tangible physical evidence.  

to have experienced overall moderate levels of disturbance to remnant archaeological fabric, 
may have diminished its integrity and legibility

 the past visible in the present, in some type of 
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 . 

’ , as 
. 

5.2.4  Abil i ty to demonstrate the past through archaeological remains (NSW
Heritage Criter ia A, C, F & G)
Archaeological remains have an ability to demonstrate how a site was used, what processes occurred, how 
work was undertaken and the scale of an industrial practice or other historic occupation. They can 
demonstrate the principal characteristics of a place or process that may be rare or common.  

A site may best demonstrate these aspects at the time of excavation. It may also be possible to explain 
the nature of the site and demonstrate past practices via public interpretation either before, during, or 
after excavation.  

The archaeological resource at the subject site has the 
—smaller scale 

– and the large- ard during Phase 
–

primary development phases.   

-scale mo
-bearing 

deposits such as privies, drains and rubbish pits.   

rial character of the Darling 

buildings and infrastructure.  

to support the expansion of th  

-
 

5.3 Statement of Signif icance
– may be of local or State 

These archaeological remains may be varied in 

industria

 and ability to demonstrate an early historical period of commercial development in the colony.  This 

the site’s role in the development of Darling Harbour as an industrial and commercial centre.  

 evidence of the post- ’s foreshore zone to survive at the site.  
This evidence may be able to demonstrate the development 
Harbour’
archaeological record may be comparable to similar archaeological sites at and in the vicinity of Darling Harbour.  

demonstrate 
eteenth century, archaeological remains from 

this phase are high resea  

’
in the history of 
the state.  The majority of the  the Phase 2 –
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6.0 CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1 Conclusions
 

 – —

 

Phase 2 – —

infrastructure.  

– —rela
 

nd 

 primarily   
l- - - if present, archaeological 

- ’  

Phase 2 to survive at the site, 
 

 

6.2 Recommendat ions
or State 

Harbourside Shopping Centre site should be m Heritage Division guidelines to 
ensure historical archaeological  is adhered to. 

The HIS for the subject site addresses the impacts of the development .  
esearch Design for the site should be prepared . 

 as part 
ch Design 

presented in this report .  

C as part 
of rchaeological Research D

years.  


