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Dear Ms Ng

State Significant Development - Secretary's Environmental Assessment
Requirements (SEARs) Extension of the SUEZ Wetherill Park Resource Recovery

Facility (SSD 72671

Thank you for your request for SEARs dated 9 September 2015 for the preparation of an
Environmental lmpact Statement (ElS) for the above mentioned development proposal. A
copy of the SEARs is attached.

The attached SEARs have been prepared in consultation with the relevant government
authorities and Fairfield City Council (see Attachment 2) and are based on the
information you have provided to date. Please note that the Secretary may alter these
SEARs at any time and that you must consult further with the Secretary if you do not
lodge a development application and EIS for the development within two years of the
date of issue of these SEARs. The Department of Planning and Environment (the
Department) will review the EIS for the development carefully before publicly exhibiting it,
and will require you to submit an amended EIS if it does not adequately address the
SEARS.

The Department notes that the site currently operates under a separate consent. The
Department prefers operations like the Wetherill Park Resource Recovery Facility to
operate under a single, modern planning approval. Consequently, the Department
encourages you to develop the project with this preference in mind, and to consider
surrendering all of the existing planning approvals for the facility if the project is
approved.

I wish to emphasise the importance of effective and genuine community consultation and
the need for proposals to proactively respond to the community's concerns. Accordingly a
comprehensive, detailed and genuine community consultation and engagement process
must be undertaken during preparation of the ElS. This process must ensure that the
community is both informed of the proposal and is actively engaged in issues of concern
to them. Sufficient information must be provided to the community so that it has a good
understanding of what is being proposed and of the potential impacts.

lf your development is likely to have a significant impact on matters of National
Environmental Significance, it will require an approval under the Commonwealth
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act f999 (EPBC Act). This
approval would be in addition to any approvals required under NSW legislation and it is

Department of Planning & Environment
22-33Btidge Street Sydney NSW 2000 | ceo aox 39 Sydney NSW 2001 lt Ozezza 6111 I F 029228 o+ss I wwwptanning.nsw.gov.au



your responsibility to contact the Department of Environment to determine if an approval
under the EPBC Act is required (http://www.environment.gov.au or 6274 1111).

I would appreciate it if you would contact the Department at least two weeks before you
propose to submit the development application and EIS for your development. This will
enable the Department to:
. confirm the applicable fee (see Division 1AA, Part 15 of the Environmental Planning

and Asses sment Regulation 2000); and
. determine the number of copies (hard-copy and CD-ROM) of the EIS that will be

required for reviewing purposes.

lf you have any enquiries about these requirements, please contact Kate Masters,
Planning Services at the Department on (02) 9228 6321 or via email at
kate. m asters@p lan n i ng. nsw. gov. au

Yours sincerely

Department of Planning & lnfrastructure
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Secretary's Environmental Assessment Requirements

Section 78A(84) of the Environmental Planning andAssessment Act
Schedule 2 of the Environmental Planning andAssessment Regulation 2000

Application Number SSD 7267

Development lncrease the putrescible waste handling capacity of the Wetherill Park
Resource Recovery Facility from 10,000 tonnes per annum (tpa) to 140,000
tpa. The proposal also includes consolidation with existing non-putrescible
operations, extension of the existing surge pit, installation of walking floor
technology, reconfiguration of on-site traffic and parking and a new workshop
and storage area.

20 Davis Road, Wetherill Park (Lot 402 DP 603454)Location

Applicant SUEZ

Date of lssue 6 October 2015

General Requirements The Environmental lmpact Statement (ElS) for the development must meet
the form and content requirements in clauses 6 and 7 of Schedule 2 of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000.

ln addition, the EIS must include a:
. detailed description of the development, including:

- a clear description of the existing operations carried out on the site
and how the site operates lawfully under the Environmental Planning
and Assessment Act f979 (EP&A Act) including any reliance on
existing use rights and/or planning approvals and how these will be
consolidated;

- need for the proposed development;
justification for the proposed development;

- likely staging of the development - including construction, and
operational stage/s;

- likely interactions between the development and existing, approved
and proposed operations in the vicinity of the site; and
plans of any proposed building works.

. consideration of all relevant environmental planning instruments, including
identification and justification of any inconsistencies with these
instruments;

. consideration of issues discussed in Attachment 2 (public authority
responses to key issues);

¡ risk assessment of the potential environmental impacts of the
development, identifying the key issues for further assessment;

. detailed assessment of the key issues specified below, and any other
significant issues identified in this risk assessment, which includes:

a descrrption of the existing environment, usinq sufficient baseline
data;

- an assessment of the potential impacts of all stages of the
development, including any cumulative impacts, taking into
consideration relevant guidelines, policies, plans and statutes;

- a description of the measures that would be implemented to avoid,
minimise and if necessary, offset the potential impacts of the
development, including proposals for adaptive management and/or
contingency plans to manage any significant risks to the environment;
and

o a consolidated summary of all the proposed environmental management
and monitoring measures, highlighting commitments included in the ElS.

The EIS must also be accompanied by a report from a qualified quantity
surveyor providing:



. a detailed calculation of the capital investment value (as defined
in clause 3 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation
2000) of the proposal, including details of all assumptions and
components from which the CIV calculation is derived;

o a close estimate of the jobs that will be created by the development
during the construction and operational phases of the development; and

certification that the information provided is accurate at the date of
preparation.

The EIS must address the following specific matters
. Waste Management - including:

- a detailed description of the likely waste streams that would be
handled, stored and processed at the facility including maximum
volumes of each type of waste to be stored onsite at any one time
and the maximum throughput of each waste type;

- the likely waste processing operations, including likely technology
and resource outputs, and the quality control measures that would
be implemented;

- details of how this waste would be stored and handled on site, and
transported to and from the site including details of how the receipt of
non-conforming waste would be dealt with;

- details of the proposed location and size of stockpiles of
unprocessed and processed recycled waste on the site;

- the measures that would be implemented to ensure that the
development is consistent with the aims, objectives and guidance in
the NSW Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy 2014-
2021;

. Air Quality and Odour - including:
- a quantitative assessment of the potential air quality, dust and odour

impacts of the project on surrounding landowners in accordance with
relevant EPA guidelines;

- a greenhouse gas assessment; and
- details of proposed mitigation, management and monitoring

measures.
. Traffic and Transport - including:

- details of all traffic types and volumes likely to be generated during
construction and operation, including a description of haul routes;

- an assessment of the predicted impacts of this traffic on road safety
and the capacity of the road network, including consideration of
cumulative traffic impacts at key intersections using SIDRA or similar
traffic model;

- detailed plans of the proposed layout of the internal road network
and parking on site in accordance with the relevant Australian
standards; and

- detailed plans of any proposed road upgrades, tnfrastructure works
or new roads required for the development.

. Noise - including:
- a quantitative assessment of potential construction, operational and

transport noise and vibration impacts, including potential impacts on
nearby noise sensitive receivers; and

- details and justification of the proposed noise mitigation and
monitoring measures.

. Soil & Water - including:
- identification of water and soil resources, drainage lines,

watercourses and riparian lands;
- the proposed erosion and sediment controls during construction;
- a detailed site water balance, including identification of water

requirements for the life of the project, measures that would be
implemented to ensure an adequate and secure water supply is
available for the proposal and a detailed description of the measures
to minimise the water use at the site;

- potential impacts on watercourses and groundwater;

- the proposed stormwater/wastewater/leachate management systems

Key issues
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including the capacity of onsite detention systems, and measures to
treat, reuse or dispose of water; and

- consideration of any potential salinity, soil contamination, flooding
and acid sulfate soil impacts of the project.

Hazards - including:
- a preliminary risk screening undertaken in accordance with State

Environmental Planning Policy No. 33 - Hazardous and Offensive
Development (SEPP 33) and Applying SEPP 33 (DoP, 2011), and if
necessary, a Preliminary Hazard Analysis (PHA); and

- an assessment of the likely toxicity levels of loads transported to and
from the site.

Visual - including an assessment of the potential visual impacts of the
project on the amenity of the surrounding area.
Socio-economic - including and assessment of the economic and social
impacts of the development, particularly of any benefits to the community.

a

Plans and Documents The EIS must include all relevant plans, architectural drawings, diagrams and
relevant documentation required under Schedule I of the Environmental
Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. These documents should be
included as part of the EIS rather than as separate documents.

Consultation During the preparation of the ElS, you must consult with the relevant local,
State or Commonwealth Government authorities, service providers,
community groups and affected landowners.

ln particular you must consult with:
. Fairfield City Council;
. Environmental Protection Authority,
. Department of Primary lndustries;
o Roads and Maritime Service;
¡ Transgrid; and
. the surrounding land owners and occupiers that may be affected by the

proposal.

The EIS must describe the consultation process and the issues raised, and
identify where the design of the development has been amended in response
to these issues. Where amendments have not been made to address an
issue, a short explanation should be provided.

Further consultation
alle¡ 2 years

lf you do not lodge an EIS for the development within 2 years of the issue
date of these SEAR's, you must consult with the Secretary in relation to the
requrrements for lodgement.

References The assessment of the key issues listed above must take into account
relevant guidelines, policies, and plans as identified. While not exhaustive, the
following attachment contains a list of some of the guidelines, policies, and
plans that may be relevant to the environmental assessment of this
development.



ATTACHMENT I
Technical and Policy Guidelines

The following guidelines may assist in the preparation of the Environmental lmpact Statement. This list is not
exhaustive and not all of these guidelines may be relevant to your proposal.

Many of these documents can be found on the following websites
http://www. olann ing. nsw.qov.au
http://www. bookshop. nsw. qov. au
http://www. ou bl ications. gov. au

Documents
The EIS must include all relevant plans, architectural drawings, diagrams and relevant
documentation required under Schedule 1 of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Regulation 2000. Provide these as part of the EIS rather than as separate
documents.
ln addition, the EIS must include the following:

L An existing site survey plan drawn at an appropriate scale illustrating:
. the location of the land, boundary measurements, area (sq. m) and north point;

¡ the existing levels of the land in relation to buildings and roads;
. location and height of existing structures on the site;

¡ location and height of adjacent buildings and private open space; and
. all levels to be to Australian Height Datum (AHD).

2. A locality/context plan drawn at an appropriate scale should be submitted indicating
¡ watercourses including nearby rivers and creeks, and dams;
. significant local features such as heritage items;
o the location and uses of nearby buildings, shopping and employment areas,

hospitals and schools; and
o traffic and road patterns, pedestrian routes and public transport nodes.

3. An indication of the location of the site with respect to the relevant Land Zoning Map
within the Shoalhaven Local Environment Plan 2014.

4. Drawings at an appropriate scale illustrating:
. detailed plans, sections and elevations of the existing building, which clearly show all

proposed internal and external alterations and additions.

Documents to be
submitted

Documents to submit include:
o 1 electronic copy of all the documents and plans for review prior to exhibition; and
o other copies as determined by the Department once the development application is

lodged.

Technical and Policy Guidelines

The following guidelines may assist in the preparation of the Environmental lmpact Statement. This
list is not exhaustive and not all of these guidelines may be relevant to your proposal.



Many of these documents can be found on the following websites
http:/iwww planning. nsw. gov.au
http://www. bookshop. nsw.gov. au
http : //wvwv. pu bl icati o ns. gov. a u

Policies, Guidelines & Plans

Waste
Waste Avoidance and Resource Recove Strategy 2010-2021 (EPA)

The NationalWaste Poli Less Waste More Resources 2009

Waste Classification Guidelines

Environmental guidelines: Composting and Related Organics Processing
Facilities (DEC)

Environmental guidelines: Use and Disposal of Biosolid Products (NSW EPA)

Composts, soil conditioners and mulches (Standards Australia, AS 4454)

Air Quality
Protection of the Environment Operations (Clean Air) Regulation 2010

Approved Methods for the Modelling and Assessment of Air Pollutants in NSW
(DEC)

Approved Methods for the Sampling and AnalygÞ plAq !g nts in NSW (DEC)

Odour
Technical Framework: Assessment and Management of Odour from Stationary
Sources in NSW (DEC)
Technical Notes: Assessment and Management of Odour from Stationary
Sources in NSW (DEC)

Transport
Guide to Traffic Generatin
Road Design Guide (RTA)

ment

Noise
NSW lndustrial Noise Policy (DECC)

NSW Road Noise Policy (EPA, 2011)

Environmental Criteria for Road Traffic Noise (NSW EPA)

lnterim Construction Noise Guideline (2009)

Soiland Water

So/

Australian and New Zealand Guidelines for the Assessment and Management of
Contaminated Sites &NH
National Environment Protection (Assessment of Site Contamination) Measure
I 999 NEPC
Draft Guidelines for the Assessment & Management of Groundwater
Contamination (DECC)
State Environmental Plannin No. 55 - Remediation of Land
Managing Land Contamination - Planning Guidelines SEPP 55 - Remediation of
Land (DOP)
Acid Sulfate Soils Manual neetal 1

NationalWater Quality Management Strategy: Water quality management - an
outline of the policies (ANZECC/AL
NSW Guidelines for Controlled Activities on Waterfront Land NOW 2012
NationalWater Quality Management Strategy: Policies and principles - a
reference document (ANZEcc/ARMCANZ)Sufface Water

National Water Quality Managem ent Strategy: Australian Guidelines for Water

National Water Quality Management Strategy: lmplementation guidelines
AR

National Water Quality Management Strategy: Australian Guidelines for Fresh and
Marine Water Quality (ANZECC/ARMCANZ)



Quality Monitoring and Reporting (ANZECC/ARMCANZ)

Using the ANZECC Guideline and Water Quality Objectives in NSW (DEC)

NSW State Rivers and Estuaries Policy( I e93)

State Water Management Outcomes Plan

NSW Government Water Quality and River Flow Environmental Objectives
EC

Approved Methods for the Sampling and Analysis of Water Pollutants in NSW
(DEC)
Man Urban Stormwater: Soils & Construction Landcom

Managing Urban Stormwater: Treatment Techniques (DECC)

Man Urban Stormwater: Source Control DECC

Technical Guidelines: Bunding & Spil I Management (DECC)

NSW Floodplain Develop ment Manual 2005

Nationa I Water Quality Management Strategy Gu ideli nes for G rou ndwater
Protection in Australia (ARMCANZ/ANZECC)

Australian Groundwater Modelling Guidelines (NWC, 2012)
Groundwater

NSW State Groundwater Policy Framework Document (DLWC)

NSW State Groundwater Quality Protection Policy (DLWC)

NSW State Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems Policy (2002)
NSW State Groundwater Quantity Managem ent Policy (DLWC) Draft
Guidelines for the Assessment and Management of Groundwater Contamination
(DEC, 2007)

Hazards
State Environmental Planning Policy No. 33 - Hazardous and Offensive
Development
Applying SEPP 33 - Hazardous and Offensive Development Application
Guidelines (DUAP)

Hazardous lndustry Planning Advisory Paper No. 6 - Guidelines for Hazard
Analvsis

Greenhouse Gas
The National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting (Measurement) Technical
Guidelines (NGER Technical Guidelines)

Guidelines for Energy Savings Action Plans (DEUS, 2005)

Visual
Control of Obtrusive Effects of Outdoor Lighti Standards Australia AS 4282)

State Environmental Planning Policy No 64 - Advertising and Signage



ATTACHMENT 2

Public Authority Responses to Request for Key lssues



Department of Planning and Environment

SYDNEY NSW 2OO1

Attention: David Mooney

Notice Number

File Number

Date

1 534353

EF13/5384

29-Sep-201 5

Secretary's E nvi ronment Assessm ent Req u irem ents

proposed increase for putrescible waste at existing waste transfer station at 20 Davis Road,
Wetherill Park (SSD 72671

I refer to your request for the Environment Protection Authority's (EPA) requirements for the environmental

assessment (EA) in regard to the above proposal received by EPA on 1 1 September 2015.

The EpA has considered the details of the proposal as provided by NSW Department of Planning &
Environment and has identified the information it requires to issue its general terms of approval in

Attachment A. ln summary, the EPA's key information requirements for the proposal include an adequate

assessment of:

L The management, processing and storage of waste received at the Premises.

2. Options for disposal and/or reuse waste generated at the Premises;

3. lmpacts on water quality;

4. Potential dust issues during construction and operations at the Premises;

5. Potential odour issues during operations at the Premises; and

6. Potential noise impacts during construction and operation at the Premises.

ln carrying out the assessment, the proponent should refer to the relevant guidelines as listed in

Attachment B and any relevant industry codes of practice and best practice management guidelines.

please note that this response does not cover biodiversity or Aboriginal cultural heritage issues, which are

the responsibility of the Office of Environment and Heritage.

The proponent should be made aware that any commitments made in the EIS may be formalised as

approval conditions and may also be placed as formal licence conditions.



The Proponent should be made aware that, consistent with provisions under Part 9.4 of the Protection of
the Environment Operations Act 1997 ("lhe Act") the EPA may require the provision of an increased
financial assurance at the Premises. The amount and form of the assurance(s) would be determined by the
EPA and required as a condition of an Environment Protection Licence ('EPL").

ln addition, as a requirement of an EPL, the EPA will require the Proponent to prepare, test and implement
a pollution lncident Response Management Plan and/or Plans in accordance with Section 153A of the Act.

The EPA notes that the proponent proposes to increase the existing annual throughput of 10,000 tpa to
140,OOO tpa of general solid waste (putrescible). The EPA has had issues with odours at 20 Davis Rd

Wethe¡ll Park in the past and reminds the proponent the EIS needs to adequately address the potential

odour generation from the increased storage and processing of putrescible waste at the facility including
details of any new infrastructure/pollution controls and how they will prevent odours from the facility
impacting the local communitY.

The EPA requests one hard copy of the EIS for assessment. This document should be provided to the
EPA, Senior Manager Waste Compliance, PO Box 4290 Sydney South NSW 1232. The EPA also requests

an electronic copy be sent to waste,operations@epa.nsw.gov.au - attention Josh Madden.

Yours sincerely

Trevor Wilson

Unit Head

Waste & Resources - Waste Management

(by Delegation)



ATTACHMENT A: EIS REQUIREMENTS FOR

Proposed increase for putrescible waste at existing waste transfer
station at20 Davis Road, Wetherill Park (SSD 72671

How to use these requirements

The EPA requirements have been structured in accordance with the DIPNR EIS Guidelines, as follows. lt
is suggested that the EIS follow the same structure:

Executive summary

B. The proposal

c

D

The location

ldentification and prioritisation of issues

The environmental issues

F.

(,

H

List of approvals and licences

Compilation of mitigation measures

Justification for the proposal



A Executive summary
The executive summary should include a brief discussion of the extent to which the proposal achieves
identified environmental outcomes.

B The roposal

1. Objectives of the proposal

. The objectives of the proposal should be clearly stated and refer to:

a) the size and type of the operation, the nature of the processes and the products, by-products and

wastes produced

b) a life cycle approach to the production, use or disposal of products

c) the anticipated level of performance in meeting required environmental standards and cleaner
production principles

d) the staging and timing of the proposal and any plans for future expansion

e) the proposal's relationship to any other industry or facility.

2. Description of the proposal

General

. Outline the production process including:

a) the environmental "mass balance" for the process - quantify in-flow and outflow of materials, any
points of discharge to the environment and their respective destinations (sewer, stormwater,
atmosphere, recycling, landfill etc)

b) any life-cycle strategies for the products.

. Outline cleaner production actions, including:

a) measures to minimise waste (typically through addressing source reduction)

b) proposals for use or recycling of by-products

c) proposed disposal methods for solid and liquid waste

d) air management systems including all potential sources of air emissions, proposals to re-use or treat
emissions, emission levels relative to relevant standards in regulations, discharge points

e) water management system including all potential sources of water pollution, proposals for re-use,

treatment etc, emission levels of any wastewater discharged, discharge points, summary of options
explored to avoid a discharge, reduce its frequency or reduce its impacts, and rationale for selection

of option to discharge.

f) soil contamination treatment and prevention systems.

. Outline construction works including:

a) actions to address any existing soil contamination



Air

I

b) any earthworks or site clearing; re-use and dísposal of cleared material (including use of spoil
on-site)

c) construction timetable and staging; hours of construction; proposed construction methods

d) environment protection measures, including noise mitigation measures, dust control measures and

erosion and sediment control measures.

ldentify all sources of air emissions from the development.

Nofe: emr,ssions can be c/assed as either:

- point (eg emissions from stack or vent) or

- fugitive (from wind erosion, leakages or spillages, associated with loading or unloading,

conveyors, storage facilities, plant and yard operation, vehicle movements (dust from road,

exhausts, loss from load), tand clearing and construction works).

Provide details of the project that are essential for predicting and assessing air impacts including:

a) the quantities and physio-chemical parameters (eg concentration, moisture content, bulk density,' 
particle sizes etc) of materials to be used, transported, produced or stored

b) an outline of procedures for handling, transport, production and storage

c) the management of solid, liquid and gaseous waste streams with potentialfor significant air impacts.

a

IVoíse and vibration

. ldentify all noise sources from the development (including both construction and operation phases).

Detail all potentially noisy activities including ancillary activities such as transport of goods and raw

materials.

. Specify the times of operation for all phases of the development and for all noise producing activities.

. For projects with a significant potential traffic noise impact provide details of road alignment (include

gradi"nis, road surfaòe, topography, bridges, culverts etc), and land use along the proposed road and

ñleasurement locations - diagrams should be to a scale sufficient to delineate individual residential

blocks.

Water

Provide details of the project that are essential for predicting and assessing impacts to waters:

a) including the quantity and physio-chemical properties of all potential water pollutants and the risks

they poõe to the environment and human health, including the risks they pose to Water Quality

Objectives in the ambient waters (as defined on http://www.environment.nsw.qov.au/ieo/index.htm,
using technical criteria derived from the Australian and New Zealand Guidelines for Fresh and

Marine Water Quality, ANZECC 2000)

b) the management of discharges with potential for water impacts

c) drainage works and associated infrastructure; land-forming and excavations; working capacity of

structules; and water resource requirements of the proposal'

a
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Ou¡lne site layout, demonstrating efforts to avoid proximity to water resources (especially for activities

with significani potential impacts eg effluent ponds) and showing potential areas of modification of
contours, drainage etc.

Ou¡ine how total water cycle considerations are to be addressed showing total water balances for the

development (with the objective of minimising demands and impacts on water resources). lnclude
water iequirements (quantity, quafity and source(s)) and proposed storm and wastewater disposal,

including type, volumes, proposed treatment and management methods and re-use options.

Waste and chemicals

provide details of the quantity and type of both liquid waste and non-liquid waste generated, handled,
processed or disposed of at the premises. Waste must be classified according to the EPA's Waste

Classification Guidetines 2014 (as amended from time to time)'

provide details of liquid waste and non-liquid waste management at the facility, including:

a) the transportation, assessment and handling of waste arriving at or generated at the site

b) any stockpiling of wastes or recovered materials at the site

c) any waste processing related to the facility, including reuse, recycling, reprocessing (including

composting) or treatment both on- and off-site

d) the method for disposing of all wastes or recovered materials at the facility

e) the emissions arising from the handling, storage, processing and reprocessing of waste at the

facility

f) the proposed controls for managing the environmental impacts of these activities.

Provide details of spoil disposalwith particular attention to:

a) the quantity of spoil material likely to be generated

b) proposed strategies for the handling, stockpiling, reuse/recycling and disposal of spoil

c) the need to maximise reuse of spoil material in the construction industry

d) identification of the history of spoil material and whether there is any likelihood of contaminated

material, and if so, measures for the management of any contaminated material

e) designation of transportation routes for transport of spoil.

provide details of procedures for the assessment, handling, storage, transport and disposal of all

hazardous and dangerous materials used, stored, processed or disposed of at the site, in addition to

the requirements for liquid and non-liquid wastes.

provide details of the type and quantity of any chemical substances to be used or stored and describe

arrangements for their safe use and storage.

Reference should be made to the guidelines: EPA's Waste Classification Guidelines 2014 (as

amended from time to time).

ESD

. Demonstrate that the planning process and any subsequent development incorporates objectives and

mechanisms for achieving ESD, including:

a

a

a

a



a) an assessment of a range of options available for use of the resource, including the benefits of each
option to future generations

b) proper valuation and pricing of environmental resources

c) identification of who will bear the environmental costs of the proposal.

3. Rehabilitation

. Outline considerations of site maintenance, and proposed plans for the final condition of the site
(ensuring its suitability for future uses).

4. Consideration of alternatives and justification for the proposal

. Consider the environmental consequences of adopting alternatives, including alternative:

a) sites and site layouts

b) access modes and routes

c) materials handling and production processes

d) waste and water management

e) impact mitigation measures

0 energy sources

o Selection of the preferred option should be justified in terms of:

a) ability to satisfy the objectives of the proposal

b) relative environmental and other costs of each alternative

c) acceptability of environmental impacts and contribution to identified environmental objectives

d) acceptability of any environmental risks or uncertainties

e) reliability of proposed environmental impact mitigation measures

Ð efficient use (including maximising re-use) of land, raw materials, energy and other resources.



1

a

C The location

General

Provide an overview of the affected environment to place the proposal in its local and regional

environmental context including :

a) meteorological data (eg rainfall, temperature and evaporation, wind speed and direction)

b) topography (landform element, slope type, gradient and length)

c) surrounding land uses (potential synergies and conflicts)

d) geomorphology (rates of landform change and current erosion and deposition processes)

e) soiltypes and properties (including erodibility; engineering and structural properties; dispersibility;
permeabitity; presence of acid sulfate soils and potential acid sulfate soils)

Ð ecological information (water system habitat, vegetation, fauna)

g) availability of services and the accessibility of the site for passenger and freight transport.

2. Air

. Describe the topography and surrounding land uses. Provide details of the exact locations of dwellings,

schools and hospitals. Where appropriate provide a perspective view of the study area such as the
terrain file used in dispersion models.

. Describe surrounding buildings that may effect plume dispersion.

. Provide and analyse site representative data on following meteorological parameters:

a) temperature and humiditY

b) rainfall, evaporation and cloud cover

c) wind speed and direction

d) atmospheric stability class

e) mixing height (the height that emissions will be ultimately mixed in the atmosphere)

f) katabatic air drainage

g) air re-circulation.

Noise and vibration

ldentify any noise sensitive locations likely to be affected by activities at the site, such as residential
properties, schools, churches, and hospitals. Typically the location of any noise sensitive locations in

relation to the site should be included on a map of the locality.

ldentify the land use zoning of the site and the immediate vicinity and the potentially affected areas.

3.

a



4. Water

. Describe the catchment including proximity of the development to any waterways and provide an

assessment of their sensitivity/significance from a public health, ecological and/or economic
perspective. The Water QualitY and River Flow Objectives on the website
htto://www. ment.nsw.oov.au/i dex-htm should be used to identify the agreed environmental
values and human uses for any affected waterways. This will help with the description of the local and

regionalarea.

5 Soil Contamination lssues

Provide details of site history - if earthworks are proposed, this needs to be considered with regard to
possible soil contamination, for example if the site was previously a landfill site or if irrigation of effluent
has occurred.
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D ldentification and prioritisation of issues / scoping of impact
assessment

Provide an overview of the methodology used to identify and prioritise issues. The methodology should
take into account:

a) relevant NSW government guidelines

b) industry guidelines

c) ElSs for similar projects

d) relevant research and reference material

e) relevant preliminary studies or reports for the proposal

0 consultation with stakeholders.

Provide a summary of the outcomes of the process including:

a) all issues identified including local, regional and global impacts (eg increased/ decreased
greenhouse emissions)

b) key issues which will require a full analysis (including comprehensive baseline assessment)

c) issues not needing full analysis though they may be addressed in the mitigation strategy

d) justification for the level of analysis proposed (the capacity of the proposal to give rise to high

concentrations of pollution compared with the ambient environment or environmental outcomes is
an important factor in setting the level of assessment).

E The env¡ronmental issues

1. General

. The potential impacts identified in the scoping study need to be assessed to determine their
significance, particularly in terms of achieving environmental outcomes, and minimising environmental
pollution.

. ldentify gaps in information and data relevant to significant impacts of the proposal and any actions
proposed to fillthose information gaps so as to enable development of appropriate management and
mitigation measures. This is in accordance with ESD requirements.

Note: The levet of detait shoutd match the level of importance of the rssue rn decision making which is
dependent on the environmental risk.

Descri be b asel i n e c on ditio n s

. Provide a description of existing environmental conditions for any potential impacts.



Assess impacts

. For any potential impacts relevant for the assessment of the proposal provide_a detailed analysis of the

impacti'of tne proposal on the environment including the cumulative impact of the proposal on the

receiving environment especially where there are sensitive receivers.

. Describe the methodology used and assumptions made in undertaking this analysis (including any

modelling or monitoring undertaken) and indicate the level of confidence in the predicted outcomes and

the resilience of the environment to cope with the predicted impacts.

. The analysis should also make linkages between different areas of assessment where necessary to

enable a full assessment of environmental impacts eg assessment of impacts on air quality will often

need to draw on the analysis of traffic, health, social, soil and/or ecological systems impacts; etc.

. The assessment needs to consider impacts at all phases of the project cycle including: exploration (if

relevant or significant), construction, routine operation, start-up operations, upset operations and

decommissioning if relevant.

. The level of assessment should be commensurate with the risk to the environment.

Describe management and mitigation measures

. Describe any mitigation measures and management options proposed to prevent, control, abate or

mitigate iOentit¡ed environmental impacts associated with the proposal and to reduce risks to human

neattfr and prevent the degradation of the environment. This should include an assessment of the

effectiveness and reliability of the measures and any residual impacts after these measures are

implemented.

. proponents are expected to implement a 'reasonable level of performancg' !o minimise environmental

impacts, The proponent must indicate how the proposal meets reasonable levels of performance. For

exämple, reference technology based criteria if available, or identify good practice for this type of

activ1y or development. A'réasonable level of p:rformance' involves adopting and implementing

technólogy and management practices to achieve certain pollutant emissions levels in economically

viable opãrations. Teðhnology-based criteria evolve gradually over time as technologies and practices

change.

. Use environmental impacts as key criteria in selecting between alternative sites, designs and

technologies, and to avoid options having the highest environmental impacts.

o Ou¡ine any proposed approach (such as an Environmental Management Plan)that will demonstrate

how commitments made'in the EIS will be implemented. Areas that should be described include:

a) operational procedures to manage environmental impacts

b) monitoring procedures

c) training programs

d) communitY consultation

e) complaint mechanisms including site contacts

0 strategies to use monitoring information to improve performance

g) strategies to achieve acceptable environmental impacts and to respond in event of exceedences.



4. Air

Describe baseline conditions

. provide a description of existing air quality and meteorology, using existing information and site

representative ambient monitoring data'

Assess impacts

. ldentify all pollutants of concern and estimate emissions by quantity (and size for particles), source and

discharge point.

. Estimate the resulting ground level concentrations of all pollutants. Where necessary (eg. potentially

significant impacts and complex terrain effects), use an appropriate dispersion model to estimate

arirbient pollutant concentrations. Discuss choice of model and parameters with the EPA.

. Describe the effects and significance of pollutant concentration on the environment, human health,

amenity and regional ambient air quality standards or goals.

¡ Describe the contribution that the development will make to regional and global pollution, particularly in

sensitive locations.

. For potentially odorous emissions provide the emission rates in terms of odour units (determined by

techniques cómpatible with EPA procedures). Use sampling and analysis techniques for individual or

complex odours and for point or diffuse sources, as appropriate'

Note: With dust and odour, it may be possrb/e fo use data from existing similar activities to generate

eml'sslon rafes.

Reference should be made fo: Approved Methods for the Modelling and Assessment of Air Pollutants in

NSt// (DEC, 2001); Approved Methods for the Sampling and Analysis of Air Pollutants,n NSt4/ (DEC,

2007); Assessmenf and Management of Odour from Stationary Sources tn NSt// (DEC, 2006);

TechnicalNotes: Assessment and Management of Odour from Stationary Sources in NSW (DEC,

2006); Load Calcutation Protocolfor use by holders of NSW Environment Protection Licences when

calculating Assessab/e Pollutant Loads (DECC, 2009)'

5. Noise and vibration

Describe basel i n e con diti o ns

Determine the existing background (1490) and ambient (LAeq) noise levels in accordance with the

NSW lndustrial Noise PolicY.

Determine the existing road traffic noise levels in accordance with the NSI// Environmental Criteria for

Road Traffic Noise, where road traffic noise impacts may occur.

a

Describe management and mitigatlon measures

. Oufline specifications of pollution control equipment (including manufacturer's performance guarantees

where available) and management protocols for both point and fugitive emissions. Where possible, this

should include cleaner production processes.

a

a



a

z.

The noise impact assessment report should provide details of all monitoring of existing ambient noise

levels including:

a) details of equipment used for the measurements

b) a brief description of where the equipment was positioned

c) a st ce of monitoring site, including the procedure_used to choose the site,

hav n of 'noise sensitive locations(s)' and 'most affected locations(s)'

des he NSW lndustrialNorse PolicY

d) details of the exact location of the monitoring site and a description of land uses in surrounding

areas

e) a description of the dominant and background noise sources at the site

0 day, evening and night assessment background levels for each day of the monitoring period

g) the final Rating Background Level (RBL) value

h) graphs of the measured noise levels for each day should be provided

i) a record of periods of affected data (due to adverse weather and extraneous noise), methods used

to exclude invalid data and a statement indicating the need for any re-monitoring under Step 1 in

Section 81.3 of the NSt4//ndustrialNorse Policy

j) determination of LAeq noise levels from existing industry'

Assess impacts

. Determine the project specific noise levels for the site. For each identified potentially affected receiver,

this should include:

a) determination of the intrusive criterion for each identified potentially affected receiver

b) selection and justification of the appropriate amenity category for each identified potentially affected

receiver

c) determination of the amenity criterion for each receiver

d) determination of the appropriate sleep disturbance limit'

. Maximum noise levels during night-time period (1Opm-7am) should be assessed to analyse possible

affects on sleep. Where mi (t m¡n) noise levels from the site are less than 15 dB above the

background LASO noise level, sleep disturbance impacts are unlikely. Where this is not the case,

furthõr analysis is required. Additional guidance is provided in Appendix B of the NSW Environmental

Criteria for Road Traffic Nolse.

. Determine expected noise level and noise character (eg tonality, impulsiveness, vibration, etc) likely to

be generated from noise sources during:

a) site establishment

b) construction

c) operational Phases

d) transport including traffic noise generated by the proposal

e) other services.

Nofe; The noise impactassessrnent report shoutd include noise source data for each source in 1/1 or

1/3 octave bànd frequencies including methods for references used to determine norse source



a

a

?

levels. Nolse source levels and characfersfics can be sourced from direct measurement of
similar activities or from literature (if full references are provided).

Determine the noise levels likely to be received at the most sensitive locations (these may vary for
different activities at each phase of the development). Potential impacts should be determined for any
identified significant adverse meteorological conditions. Predicted noise levels under calm conditions
may also aid in quantifying the extent of impact where this is not the most adverse condition.

The noise impact assessment report should include:

a) a plan showing the assumed location of each noise source for each prediction scenario

b) a list of the number and type of noise sources used in each prediction scenario to simulate all
potential significant operating conditions on the site

c) any assumptions made in the predictions in terms of source heights, directivity effects, shielding
from topography, buildings or barriers, etc

d) methods used to predict noise impacts including identification of any noise models used. Where
modelling approaches other than the use of the ENM or SoundPlan computer models are adopted,
the approach should be appropriately justified and validated

e) an assessment of appropriate weather conditions for the noise predictions including reference to
any weather data used to justify the assumed conditions

Ð the predicted noise impacts from each noise source as well as the combined noise level for each
prediction scenario under any identified significant adverse weather conditions as well as calm
conditions where appropriate

g) for developments where a significant level of noise impact is likely to occur, noise contours for the
key prediction scenarios should be derived

h) an assessment of the need to include modification factors as detailed in Section 4 of the NSt4/
lndustrial Nolse Policy.

Discuss the findings from the predictive modelling and, where relevant noise criteria have not been met,
recommend additional mitigation measures.

The noise impact assessment report should include details of any mitigation proposed including the
attenuation that will be achieved and the revised noise impact predictions following mitigation.

Where relevant noise/vibration criteria cannot be met after application of all feasible and cost effective
mitigation measures the residual level of noise impact needs to be quantified by identifying:

a) locations where the noise level exceeds the criteria and extent of exceedence

b) numbers of people (or areas) affected

c) times when criteria will be exceeded

d) likely impact on activities (speech, sleep, relaxation, listening, etc)

e) change on ambient conditions

0 the result of any community consultation or negotiated agreement.

For the assessment of existing and future traffic noise, details of data for the road should be included
such as assumed traffic volume; percentage heavy vehicles by time of day; and details of the
calculation process. These details should be consistent with any traffic study carried out in the ElS.

Where blasting is intended an assessment in accordance with the TechnicalBasis for Guidelines to
Minimise Annoyance due to Blasting Overpressure and Ground Vibration (ANZECC, 1990) should be
undertaken. The following details of the blast design should be included in the noise assessment:

a) bench height, burden spacing, spacing burden ratio

a

a

a



b) blast hole diameter, inclination and spacing

c) type of explosive, maximum instantaneous charge, initiation, blast block size, blast frequency

Describe management and mitigation rneasures

. Determine the most appropriate noise mitigation measures and expected noise reduction including both

noise controls and management of impacts for both construction and operational noise. This will include
selecting quiet equipment and construction methods, noise barriers or acoustic screens, location of
stockpiles, temporary offices, compounds and vehicle routes, scheduling of activities, etc.

. For traffic noise impacts, provide a description of the ameliorative measures considered (if required),
reasons for inclusion or exclusion, and procedures for calculation of noise levels including ameliorative
measures. Also include, where necessary, a discussion of any potential problems associated with the
proposed ameliorative measures, such as overshadowing effects from barriers. Appropriate
ameliorative measures may include:

a) use of alternative transportation modes, alternative routes, or other methods of avoiding the new
road usage

b) control of traffic (eg: limiting times of access or speed limitations)

c) resurfacing of the road using a quiet surface

d) use of (additional) noise barriers or bunds

e) treatment of the façade to reduce internal noise levels buildings where the night-time criteria is a
maJor concern

Ð more stringent limits for noise emission from vehicles (i.e. using specially designed 'quite' trucks
and/or trucks to use air bag suspension

g) driver education

h) appropriate truck routes

i) limit usage of exhaust breaks

j) use of premium muffles on trucks

k) reducing speed limits for trucks

l) ongoing community liaison and monitoring of complaints

m) phasing in the increased road use.



4. Water

Descri be baseline conditions

. Describe existing surface and groundwater quality - an assessment needs to be undertaken for any
water resource lit<ely to be affected by the proposal and for all conditions (e.9. a wet weather sampling
program is needed if runoff events may cause impacts).

Nofe: Methods of sampting and analysis need to conform with an accepted standard (e.9. Approved
Methods for the Sampting and Analysis of Water Pollutants in NSW (DEC 2004) or be
approved and analyses unde¡'taken by accredited laboratories).

. Provide site drainage details and surface runoff yield.

. State the ambient Water Quality and River Flow Objectives for the receiving waters. These refer to the
community's agreed environmental values and human uses endorsed by the Government as goals for
the ambient wáters. These environmental values are published on the website:

http://www.environment.nsw.oov.aulìeo/index.htm. The EIS should state the environmental values

liste¿ tor the catchment and waterway type relevant to your proposal. NB: A consolidated and

approved list of environmental values are not available for groundwater resources. Where groundwater

may be affected the EIS should identify appropriate groundwater environmentalvalues and justify the

choice.

. State the indicators and associated trigger values or criteria for the identified environmental values.

This information should be sourced from the ANZECC 2000 Guidelines for Fresh and Marine Water

Quatity, ,,*o,"
that, as al2004,the NSW Water Quality Objectives booklets and website contain technical criteria

derived from the 1992 version of the ANZECC Guidelines. The Water Quality Objectives remain as

Government Policy, reflecting the community's envlronmental values and long-term goals, but the

technical criteria are replaced by the more recent ANZECC 2000 Guidelines). NB: While specific
guidelines for groundwater are not available, the ANCECC 2000 Guidelines endorse the application of
the trigger values and decision trees as a tool to assess risk to environmental values in groundwater.

. State any locally specific objectives, criteria or targets, which have been endorsed by the government

e.g. the Healthy Rivers Commission lnquiries or the NSW Salinity Strategy (DLWC, 2000)

(hitp://www.environment. nsw.gov.au/salinity/government/nswstrategy. htm).

o Where s1e specific studies are proposed to revise the trigger values supporting the ambient Water

euality and River Flow Objectives, and the results are to be used for regulatory purposes (e.9. to

assess whether a licensed discharge impacts on water quality objectives), then prior agreement from

the EPA on the approach and study design must be obtained.

. Describe the state of the receiving waters and relate this to the relevant Water Quality and River Flow

Objectives (i.e. are Water Quality and River Flow Objectives being achieved?). Proponents are

geñerally only expected to source available data and information. However, proponents of large or high

isk developments may be required to collect some ambient water quality / river flow / groundwater data

to enable a suitable level of impact assessment. lssues to include in the description of the receiving

waters could include:

a) lake or estuary flushing characteristics

b) specific human uses (e.g. exact location of drinking water offtake)

c) sensitive ecosystems or species conservation values

d) a description of the condition of the local catchment e.g. erosion levels, soils, vegetation cover, etc



e) an outline of baseline groundwater information, including, but not restricted to, depth to watertable,

flow direction and gradient, groundwater quality, reliance on groundwater by surrounding users and

by the environment

0 historic river flow data where available for the catchment.

Assess ímpacts

. No proposal should breach clause 120 of lhe Protection of the Environment Operations Acf 1997 (i.e.

pollution of waters is prohibited unless undertaken in accordance with relevant regulations).

. ldentify and estimate the quantity of all pollutants that may be introduced into the water cycle by source

and discharge point includìng residual discharges after mitigation measures are implemented.

. lnclude a rationale, along with relevant calculations, supporting the prediction of the discharges.

. Describe the effects and significance of any pollutant loads on the receiving environment. This should

include impacts of residuallischarges through modelling, monitoring or both, depending on the scale of

the proposal. Determine changes to hydrology (including drainage patterns, surface runoff yield, flow

regimes, wetland hydrologic regimes and groundwater).

. Describe water quality impacts resulting from changes to hydrologic flow regimes (such as nutrient

enrichment or turbidity resulting from changes in frequency and magnitude of stream flow).

o ldentify any potential impacts on quality or quantity of groundwater describing their source.

. ldentify potential impacts associated with geomorphological activities with potential to increase surface

water änd sediment runotf or to reduce surface runoff and sediment transport. Also consider possible

impacts such as bed lowering, bank lowering, instream siltation, floodplain erosion and floodplain

siltation.

. ldentify impacts associated with the disturbance of acid sulfate soils and potential acid sulfate soils.

. Containment of spills and leaks shall be in accordance with the technical guidelines section 'Bunding

and spill Management' of the Authorised officers Manual(EPA, 1995)
and the most recent versions of the Australian

ent should be designed for no-discharge.

. The significance of the impacts listed above should be predicted. When doing this it is important to

predicithe ambient water quality and river flow outcomes associated with the proposal and to

demonstrate whether these are acceptable in terms of achieving protection of the Water Quality and

River Flow Objectives. ln particular the following questions should be answered:

a) will the proposal protect Water Quality and River Flow Objectives where they are currently achieved

in the ambient waters; and

b) will the proposal contribute towards the achievement of Water Quality and River Flow Objectives

over time, where they are not currently achieved in the ambient waters.

. Consult with the EpA as soon as possible if a mixing zone is proposed (a mixing zone could exist where

effluent is discharged into a receiving water body, where the quality of the water being discharged does

not immediate! mlet water quality objectives. The mixing zone could result in dilution, assimilation and

decay of the effluent to allow water quality objectives to be met further downstream, at the edge of the

mixing zone). The EpA will advise the proponent under what conditions a mixing zone will and will not

be acóeptable, as well as the information and modelling requirements for assessment.

Nofe: Ihe assess ment of water quatity impacts needs to be undeftaken in a total catchment

management context to provide a wide perspective on development impacts, in particular

cumulative imPacts.



a

a

a

Where a licensed discharge is proposed, provide the rationale as to why it cannot be avoided through
application of a reasonable level of performance, using available technology, management practice and
industry guidelines.

Where a licensed discharge is proposed, provide the rationale as to why it represents the best
environmental outcome and what measures can be taken to reduce its environmental impact.

Reference should be made lo Managing Urban Stormwater: So/s and Construction (DECC, 2008),
Guidelines for Fresh and Marine Water Quality ANZECC 2000), Environmental Guidelines: Use of
effluent by lrrigation (DEC, 2004).

Describe management and mitigation measures

. Outline stormwater management to control pollutants at the source and contain them within the site.
Also describe measures for maintaining and monitoring any stormwater controls,

. Outline erosion and sediment control measures directed at minimising disturbance of land, minimising
water flow through the site and filtering, trapping or detaining sediment. Also include measures to
maintain and monitor controls as well as rehabilitation strategies.

. Describe waste water treatment measures that are appropriate to the type and volume of waste water
and are based on a hierarchy of avoiding generation of waste water; capturing all contaminated water
(including stormwater) on the site; reusing/recycling waste water; and treating any unavoidable
discharge from the site to meet specified water quality requirements.

o Outline pollution control measures relating to storage of materials, possibility of accidental spills (eg
preparation of contingency plans), appropriate disposal methods, and generation of leachate.

. Describe hydrological impact mitigation measures including:

a) site selection (avoiding sites prone to flooding and waterlogging, actively eroding or affected by
deposition)

b) minimising runoff

c) minimising reductions or modifications to flow regimes

d) avoiding modifications to groundwater.

. Describe groundwater impact mitigation measures including:

a) site selection

b) retention of native vegetation and revegetation

c) artificial recharge

d) providing surface storages with impervious linrngs

e) monitoring program.

. Describe geomorphological impact mitigation measures including:

a) site selection

b) erosion and sediment controls

c) minimising instream works

d) treating existing accelerated erosion and deposition

e) monitoring program.

. Any proposed monitoring should be undertaken in accordance with the Approved Methods for the
Sampling and Analysis of Water Pollutants in NSW (DEC 2004).



5. Soils and contamination

Describe baseline conditions

. provide any details (in addition to those provided in the location description - Section C) that are needed

to describe the existìng situation in terms of soil types and properties and soil contamination.

Assess impacts

. ldentify any likely impacts resulting from the construction or operation of the proposal, including the

likelihood of:

a) disturbing any existing contaminated soil

b) contamination of soil by operation of the activity

c) subsidence or instabilitY

d) soil erosion

e) disturbing acid sulfate or potential acid sulfate soils.

. Reference should be made lo Contaminafed SrÏes - Guidelines for Consulfanfs Reporting on

Contaminated Sifes (oEH, 2011); Contaminated Sifes - Guidelines on Significanf Risk of Harm from

Contaminated Land and the Duty to Repoft (EPA, 2003)'

Describe management and mitigation tneasures

. Describe and assess the effectiveness or adequacy of any soil management and mitigation measures

during construction and operation of the proposal including:

a) erosion and sediment controlmeasures

b) proposals for site remediation - see Managing Land Contamination, Planning Guidelines SEPP 55 -'Remediation 
of Land (Department of Urban Affairs and Planning and Environment Protection

Authority, 1998)

c) proposals for the management of these soils - see Assess ing and Managing Acrd Su/fafe Soils,

Environment Protection Authority, 1995 (note that this is the only methodology accepted by the

EPA).

6. Waste and chemicals

Descri be baseli n e c on diti o ns

. Describe any existing waste or chemicals operations related to the proposal

Assess impacts

. Assess the adequacy of proposed measures to minimise natural resource consumption and minimise

impacts from the nanOting, tiansporting, storage, processing and reprocessing of waste and/or

chemicals.



Reference should be made lo EnvironmentalGuidelrnes: Assessmenf, Classification and Management
of Liquid and Non-Liquid Wastes (EPA, 1999)>.

Describe management and mitigation measures

. Outline measures to minimise the consumption of natural resources'

. Oufline measures to avoid the generation of waste and promote the re-use and recycling and

reprocessing of anY waste.

. Outline measures to support any approved regional or industry waste plans'

7. Cumulative impacts

. ldentify the extent that the receiving environment is already stressed by existing development and

background levels of emissions to which this proposalwill contribute.

. Assess the impact of the proposal against the long term air, noise and water quality objectives for the

area or reglon.

. ldentify infrastructure requirements flowing from the proposal (eg water and sewerage services,

transport infrastructure upgrades).

. Assess likely impacts from such additional infrastructure and measures reasonably available to the
proponent tó contain such requirements or mitigate their impacts (eg travel demand management

strategies),

F. List of a rovals and licences
ldentify all approvals and licences required under environment protection legislation including details of
all scheduled activities, types of ancillary activities and types of discharges (to air, land, water).

G. Compilation of mitigation measures

Ouline how the proposal and its environmental protection measures would be implemented and

managed in an integrated manner so as to demonstrate that the proposal is capable of complying with

statutõry obligations under EPA licences or approvals (eg outline of an environmental management

plan).

The mitigation strategy should include the environmental management and cleaner production

principleé which wouh be followed when planning, designing, establishing and operating the proposal. lt

should include two sections, one setting out the program for managing the proposal and the other

outlining the monitoring program with a feedback loop to the management program.

a

a

H. Justification for the ProPosal

Reasons should be included which justify undertaking the proposal in the manner proposed, having

regard to the potential environmental impacts.
a



ATTACHMENT B: GUIDANCE MATERIAL

Web address
Title

Relevant Legislation

97+cd+0+N
Contaminated Land Management Act
1997

5+cd+0+N
E nv i ro n me ntal ly H az ardous C he m ical s
Act 1985

79+cd+0+N
E nv i ron me ntal Pl an n ing and Assessmenf
Act 1979

97+cd+0+N
Protection of the Environment Operations
Act 1997

0+cd+0+N
Water Management Act 2000

Licensing

www.epa. nsw. qov. au/licen sino/licenceouide. htmGuide to Licensing

Air lssues

Air Quality

Approved methods for modelling and
assessment of air pollutants in NSW
(2005)

428+201 0+cd+0+N
POEO (Clean Air) Regulation 2010

Noise and Vibration

httn: //wvrn¡¡. eoa. nsw. oov. au/noise/constru ctnoìse. htmlnterim Construction Noise Guideline
(DECC, 200s)

http : //www. epa. nsw. qov. au/noise/vi brati onquide. htmAssessing Vibration: a technical guideline
(DEC,2006)

http: l/www. epa. nsw. qov, au/noise/appli cnotesindustnoise. htmlndustrial Noise Policy Application Notes

http.//vw¡w. epa. nsw. qov. au/resources/noise/roadnoi se. pdfEnvironmental Criteria for Road Traffic
Noise (EPA, 1999)

htto: //wwr¡v. eoa. nsw. qov. au/noise/railinfranoise. htmlnterim Guideline for the Assessment of
Noise from Rail lnfrastructure Projects
(DECC, 2007)

http://vwvw. eoa. nsw. qo,¡. au/noise/railnoise. htmEnvironmental assessment requirements
for rail traffic-generating developments



Waste, Chemicals and Hazardous Materials and Radiation

Waste

Environmental Guidelines: Solid Waste

Landfills (EPA, f 996)

.Bdf

Draft Environmental Guidelines -
lndustrial Waste Landfilling (April 1998)

Waste Classification Guidelines (EPA,

2014)
http://www.epa. nsw. qov. au/waste/RRecovervExem ptions. htmResource recovery exem ption

Chemicals subject to Ghemical

Control Orders
http. /Âruww. epa. nsw. qov. au/pesticidesiCCOs. htmChemical Control Orders (regulated

through the EHC Act )

Available in librariesNational Protocol - Approval/Licensing of
Trials of Technologies for the
TreatmenUDisposal of Schedule X
Wastes - July 1994

Available in librariesNational Protocol for Approval/Licensing
of Commercial Scale Facilities for the
TreatmenUDisposal of Schedule X
Wastes - July 1994

Water and Soils

Acid sulphate soils

http://!vww. environm ent. nsw. qov. au/acì ds ulfatesoil/Coastal acid sulfate soils guidance
material

Acid Sulfate Soils Planning MaPs

Contaminated Sites Assessment and

Remediation

Managing land contamination: Planning
Guidelines - SEPP 55 Remediation of
Land

es.pdf
Guidelines for Consultants Reporting on
Contaminated Sites (EPA, 2000)

Guidelines for the NSW Site Auditor

Scheme - 2nd edition (DEC, 2006)

Available by request from EPA's Environment LineSampling Design Guidelines (EPA, 1995)
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http://ww¡r. scew. oov. au/nepm s/assessm ent-site-contam i nationNational Environment Protection
(Assessment of Site Contam ination)
Measure 1999 (or uPdate)

Soils - general

http: //wvw. environ m ent. nsw. qov. aulsoilsilandandsoil. htmManaging land and soil

Managing urban stormwater for the
protection of soils

Landslide risk management guidelines

nvestiqationsforurbansalinitv. pdf
Site lnvestigations for Urban Salinity

(DLWC,2oo2)
http://www. environm ent. nsw.qov.aulsalinitv/solutions/urban. htmLocal Government Salinity lnitiative

Booklets

Water

http: //www. environm ent. nsw.qov.au/i eo/i ndex.htmWater Quality Objectives

http.//wr¡¡¡y environm ent.qov. au/water/publications/oualitv/nwqms-q
uidelìnes-4-vol 1 . html

ANZECC (2000) Guidelines for Fresh
and Marine Water QualitY

Contact the EPA on 131555Applying Goals for Ambient Water Quality

Guidance for Operations Officers -
Mi Zones

methadÞ:weleru-dl
Approved Methods for the Sampling and

Analysis of Water Pollutant in NSW
(2004)
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our15126582

Mr David MooneY
lndustry Assessments
NSW department of Planning and Environment
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2OO1

David. Mooney@plan ning. nsw' gov. au

Dear Mr Mooney,

SUEZ Waste Transfer Station Capacity lncrease, Wetherill Park (SSD 
-72671

Request for input into Secretary's Environmental Assessment Requirements

I refer to your email dated 11 September 2015 to the Department of Primary

lndustries in respect to the above matter.

Comment bv DPI Water
Dpl \ /ater has reviewed the supporting documentation accompanying the request

for Secretary's Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARS) and provides the

following comments, and further detail in Attachment A'

It is recommended that the EIS be required to include:

. Annual volumes of surface water and groundwater proposed to be taken by

the activity (including through inflow and seepage) from each surface and

groundwaiersource as defined by the relevant water sharing plan'

. Assessment of any volumetric water licensing requirements (including those

for ongoing water take following completion of the project).

. The identification of an adequate and secure water supply for the life of the

project. Confirmation that water can be sourced from an appropriately

authorised and reliable supply. This is to include an assessment of the

current market depth where water entitlement is required to be purchased.

¡ A detailed and consolidated site water balance'

. Assessment of impacts on surface and ground water sources (both quality

and quantity), related infrastructure, adjacent licensed water users, basic

landholder iignts, watercourses, rrparian land, and groundwater dependent

ecosystems, ãnd measures proposed to reduce and mitigate these impacts.

. Full technical details and data of all surface and groundwater modelling.

NSW Department of Primary lndustries

Level43 MLC Centre, 19 Martin Place Sydney NSW2000
GPO Box 5477, SYDNEY NSW 2001

Tel: 02 9338 6666 Fax'. 02 9338 6970 www.dpi.nsw.gov.au ABN: 72 189 919 072



o Proposed surface and groundwater monitoring activities and methodologies.

r Assessment of discharge and runoff impacts to receíving watercourses,

. Assessment of any potential cumulative impacts on water resources, and any
proposed options to manage the cumulative impaets.

. Consíderation of relevant policies and guidelines.

o A statement of where each element of the SEARs is addressed in the EIS
(i.e. in the form of a table).

For further information please contact Richard Meares, Water Regulation Officer
(Par:ramatta Office) on 02 8838 7527 or at richard.meares@dpi.nsuqov.au,

DPI Lands, DPI Water and DPI Agriculture advise no issues

Mitchell lsaacs
Director, Planning Policy & Assessment Advice



Attachment A

SUEZ Waste Transfer Station Gapacity lncrease, Wetherill Park (SSD-72671

Request for lnput into Secretary's Environment Assessment Requirements
DPI WaterGeneral Assessment Requirements for general projects

The following detailed assessment requirements are provided to assist in adequately addressing

the assessment requirements for this proposal.

For further information visit the DPI Water website, www.water.nsw.qov.au

Key Relevant Legislative lnstruments

This section provides a basic summary to aid proponents in the development of an Environmental

lmpact Statement (ElS), and should not be considered a complete list or comprehensive

rrrr"ry of relevani legislative instruments that may apply to the regulation of water resources

for a project.

The EIS should take into accountthe objects and regulatory requirements of lheWaterAct 1912

(WA 1912) and Water Management Act 2000 (WMA 2000), and associated regulations and

instruments, as applicable.

Water Management Act 2000 (WMA 2000)
Key points:

. Volumetric licensing in areas covered by water sharing plans.

. Works within 40m of waterfront land.

. SSD & SSI projects are exempt from requiring water supply work approvals and controlled

activity approvãls as a result of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979

(EP&A Act).
. No exemptions for volumetric licensing apply as a result of the EP&A Act.

. Basic landholder rights, including harvestable rights dams'

. Aquifer interference activity approval and flood management w_ork approval provisions

have not yet commenced and are regulated by the water Act 1912.

. Maximum penalties of $2.2 million plus $264,000 for each day an offence continues apply

under lhe WMA 2000.

Water Act 1912 (WA 1912)
Key points:

. Volumetric licensing in areas where no water sharing plan applies.

. Monitoring bores.

. Aquifer interference activities that are not regulated as a water supply work under the

wMA 2000.
. Flood management works.
. NoexemptionsapplytolicencesorpermitsundertheWAl9l2as aresultof the EP&A

Act.
o Regulation of water bore driller licensing.

Water Management (General) Regulation 2011

Key points:
o provides various exemptions for volumetric licensing and activity approvals.

. provides further detail on requirements for dealings and applications.

Water Sharing Plans- these are considered regulations under lhe WMA 2000

Access Licence Dealing Principles Order 2004



H arue stable Righfs Orders

Water Sharing Plans

It is important that the proponent understands and describes the ground and surface water

sharing plans, water Source t. The relevant

water iharing plans can be Multiple water

sharing plans maY aPPIY and

The Water Act 1912 applies to all water sources not yet covered by a commenced water sharing

plan.

The EIS is required to:

. Demonstrate how the proposal is consistent with the relevant rules of the Water Sharing
plan including rules for access licences, distance restrictions for water supply works and

rules for the management of local impacts in respect of surface water and groundwater

sou rces, ecosystem protection (including g roundwater dependent ecosystems), water

q ual ity and su rface-g rou ndwater con nectivity'

. provide a description of any site water use (amount of water to be taken from each water

source) and management including all sediment dams, clear water diversion structures

with detail on the location, design specifications and storage capacities for allthe existing

and proposed water management structures.

. provide an analysis of the proposed water supply arrangements against the rules for

access licences and other applicable requirements of any relevant WSP, including:

o Sufficient market depth to acquire the necessary entitlements for each water

source.

o Ability to carry out a "dealing" to transfer the water to relevant location under the

rules of the WSP.

o Daily and long-term access rules.

o Account management and carryover provisions'

. Provide a detailed and consolidated site water balance'

. Further detail on licensing requirements is provided below

Relevant Policies and Guidelines

The Els should take into account the following policies (as applicable):

. NSW Guidelines for Controlled Activities on Waterfront Land (NOW, 2012)

o NSW Aquifer lnterference Policy (NOW, 2012)
. Risk Assessment Guidelines for Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems (NOW,2012)

. Australian Groundwater Modelling Guidelines (NWC' 2012)
o NSW State Rivers and Estuary Policy (1993)

. NSW Wetlands Policy (2010)
¡ NSW State Groundwater Policy Framework Document (1997)

. NSW State Groundwater Quality Protection Policy (1998)

. NSW State Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems Policy (2002)

. NSW Water Extraction Monitoring Policy (2007)

DPI Water policies can be accessed at the following links:



An assessment framework for the NSW Aquifer lnterference Policy can be found online at:

interference.

Licensing Considerations

The EIS is required to Provide:
. ldentification of water requirements for the life of the project in terms of both volume and

timing (including predictions of potential ongoing groundwater take following the cessation

of operations at the site - such as evaporative loss from open voids or inflows).

. Details of the water supply source(s) for the proposal including any proposed surface

water and groundwater extraction from each water source as defined in the relevant

water sharing Plan/s and all water supply works to take water.

. Explanation of how the required water entitlements will be obtained (i.e. through a new or

existing licence/s, trading on the water market, controlled allocations etc.).

. lnformation on the purpose, location, construction and expected annual extraction

volumes including details on all existing and proposed water supply works which take

surface water, (pumps, dams, diversions, etc)'

. Details on all bores and excavations for the purpose of investigation, extraction,

dewatering, testing and monitoring. All predicted groundwater take must be accounted for

through adequate licensing.

. Details on existing dams/storages (including the date of construction, location, purpose,

size and capacityj and any proposal to change the purpose of existing dams/storages.

. Details on the location, purpose, size and capacity of any new proposed dams/storages.

o Applicability of any exemptions under lhe Water Management (General) Regulation 2011

to the project.

Water allocation account management rules, total daily extraction limits and rules governing

environmental protection and acCess licence dealings also need to be considered'

The Harvestable Right gives landholders the right to capture and use for any purpose 10% of the

average annual runãff from their property. n deflned in terms of

an eq-uivalent dam capacity called the Ma Capacity (MHRDC).

rne n¡HRoc is determined by the area of a site-specific run-off

factor. The MHRDC includes ihe capacity of all rty that do not have a

current water licence. Storages capturing up to the harvestable right capacity are not required to

be licensed but any capacity of the total of all storages/dams on the property greater than the

MHRDC may require a licence.

For more information on Harvestable Right dams, including a calculator, visit:

runoff

Dam Safety

Where new or modified dams are proposed, or where new development will occur below an

existing dam, the NSW Dams Safety Committee should be consulted in relation to any safety

issues-that may arise. Conditions of approval may be recommended to ensure safety in relation

to any new or existing dams.

See www.damsafetv. nsw.qov.au for further i nformation'
Surface Water Assessment



The predictive assessment of the impact of the proposed project on surface water sources should
include the following:

. ldentification of all surface water features including watercourses, wetlands and
floodplains transected by or adjacent to the proposed project.

, ldentification of all surface water sources as described by the relevant water sharing plan.

. Detailed description of dependent ecosystems and existing surface water users within the
area, including basic landholder rights to water and adjacenUdownstream licensed water
users.

. Description of all works and surface infrastructure that will intercept, store, convey, or
othen¡lise interact with surface water resources.

. Assessment of predicted impacts on the following:

o flow of surface water, sediment movement, channel stability, and hydraulic regime,

o water qualitY,

o flood regime,

o dependentecosystems,

o existing surface water users, and

o planned environmental water and water sharing arrangements prescribed in the
relevant water sharing Plans.

Grou ndwater Assessment

To ensure the sustainable and integrated management of groundwater sources, the EIS needs to
include adequate details to assess the impact of the project on all groundwater sources.

Where it is considered unlikely that groundwater will be intercepted or impacted (for example by
infiltration), a brief site assessment and justification for the minimal impacts may be sufficient,
accompanied by suitable contingency measures in place in the event that groundwater is
intercepted, and appropriate measures to ensure that groundwater is not contaminated.

Where groundwater is expected to be intercepted or impacted, the following requirements should
be used to assist the groundwater assessment for the proposal.

. The known or predicted highest groundwater table at the site.

. Works likely to intercept, connect with or infiltrate the groundwater sources.

. Any proposed groundwater extraction, including purpose, location and construction details
of all proposed bores and expected annual extraction volumes.

. Bore construction information is to be supplied to DPI Water by submitting a "Form A"
template. DPI Water will supply "GW' registration numbers (and licence/approval
numbers if required) which must be used as consistent and unique bore identifiers for all
future reporting.

. A description of the watertable and groundwater pressure configuration, flow directions
and rates and physical and chemical characteristics of the groundwater source (including
connectivity with other groundwater and surface water sources).

. Sufficient baseline monitoring for groundwater quantity and quality for all aquifers and
GDEs to establish a baseline incorporating typical temporal and spatial variations.

. The predicted impacts of any final landform on the groundwater regime.

. The existing groundwater users within the area (including the environment), any potential
impacts on these users and safeguard measures to mitigate impacts.



. An assessment of groundwater quality, its beneficial use classification and prediction of

any impacts on groundwater quality'

. An assessment of the potential for groundwater contamination (considering both the

impacts of the proposal on groundwater contamination and the impacts of contamination

on the proposal).

. Measures proposed to protect groundwater quality, both in the short and long term.

. Measures for preventing groundwater pollution so that remediation is not required.

. Protective measures for any groundwater dependent ecosystems (GDEs).

. proposed methods of the disposal of waste water and approval from the relevant

authority.

. The results of any models or predictive tools used'

Where potential impacUs are identified the assessment will need to identify limits to the level of

impact änd contingency measures that would remediate, reduce or manage potential impacts to

thé existing grounáwatôr resource and any dependent groundwater environment or water users,

including information on :

. Any proposed monitoring programs, including water levels and quality data.

. Reporting procedures for any monitoring program including mechanism for transfer of

information.

. An assessment of any groundwater source/aquifer that may be sterilised from future use

as a water supply as a consequence of the proposal'

. ldentification of any nominal thresholds as to the level of impact beyond which remedial

measures or contingency plans would be initiated (this may entail water level triggers or a

beneficial use category).

. Description of the remedial measures or contingency plans proposed.

. Any funding assurances covering the anticipated post development maintenance cost, for

exámple oñ-going groundwater monitoring for the nominated period.

Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems

The EIS must consider the potential impacts on any Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems

(GDEs) at the site and in the vicinity of the site and:

. ldentify any potential impacts on GDEs as a result of the proposal including:

o the effect of the proposal on the recharge to groundwater systems;

o the potential to adversely affect the water quality of the underlying groundwater system

and adjoining groundwater systems in hydraulic connections; and

o the effect on tñe function of GDEs (habitat, groundwater levels, connectivity).

. Provide safeguard measures for any GDEs.

Watercourses, Wetlands and Riparian Land

The EIS should address the potential impacts of the project on allwatercourses likely to be

affected by the project, existing riparian vegetation and the rehabilitation of riparian land. lt is

recommendeo ineEts provides details on allwatercourses potentially affected by the proposal,

including:

. Scaled plans showing the location of:

o wetlands/swamps, watercourses and top of bank;

o riparian corridor widths to be established along the creeks;

o e*isting riparian vegetation surrounding the watercourses (identify any areas to be

protected and any riþarian vegetation proposed to be removed);



o the site boundary, the footprint of the proposal in relation to the watercourses and

riparian areas; and
o proposed location of any asset protection zones.

o photographs of the watercourses/wetlands and a map showing the point from which the
photos were taken.

. A detailed description of all potential impacts on the watercourses/riparian land.

. A detailed description of all potential impacts on the wetlands, including potential impacts

to the welands hydrologic regime; groundwater recharge; habitat and any species that

depend on the wetlands.

. A description of the design features and measures to be incorporated to mitigate potential

impacts.

. Geomorphic and hydrological assessment of water courses including details of stream

order (Strahler System), river style and energy regimes both in channel and on adjacent
floodplains.

La ndform rehabilitation

Where significant modification to landform is proposed, the EIS must include:

. Justification of the proposed final landform with regard to its impact on local and regional

surface and groundwater sYstems;
o A detailed description of how the site would be progressively rehabilitated and integrated

into the surrounding landscaPe;
. Oufline of proposed construction and restoration of topography and surface drainage

features if affected by the project; and
. An outline of the measures to be put in place to ensure that sufficient resources are

available to implement the proposed rehabilitation'

Consultation and general enquiries
General licensing eñquiries can be made to Advisory Services: water.enquiries@dpi.nsw.qov.au,

1800 353 104.

Assessment or state significant development enquiries, or requests for review or consultation

should be directed to the Strategic Stakeholder Liaison Unit, water.referrals@dpi.nsw.gov.au.

A consultation guideline and further information is available online at:

End Attachment A



Kate Masters

From:
Sent:
To:

Andrew Mooney <AMooney@fairfieldcity.nsw.gov.au >

Tuesday, 29 September 2015 4:04 PM

Kate Masters

RE: URGENT - Request for sEARs - 20 Davis Road, wetherill Park (ssD 7267)

Fairfield LGA
Subject:

Hi Kate

Council requests that the following matters be addressed in regard to the above SEARs

o Council records indicate the site is affected by overland flooding. Further details can be obtained by

requesting a s.149 certificate from Council. The impacts of overland flooding will need to be taken into

account in the design of the proposalto ensure there are no adverse cumulative impacts on properties both

up-stream and down-stream of the site. The applicant needsto engage a suitably qualified hydraulic

engineer to carrY out this task'
¡ lnformation clarifying the relationship of the project to the provisions of SEPP 33 - Hazardous and Offensive

DeveloPment
¡ Risk assessment of the potential environmental impacts of the proposal

o details on how the proposal will achieve compliance with relevant standards and guidelines for this form of

development published by the NSW EPA

o Exact transport routes proposed to be utilized for the transfer of materials to/from the site

r Assessment of the potentialvisual impacts of the proposal on surrounding properties

Regards

Andrew Mooney
Coordinator lStrategic Planning
City and Community DeveloPment

PO Box 21, Fairfield NSW 1860
P 9725 0214 lF 9725 4249
www.fairfield nsw.oov.au

fl

rg
FairfieldCrty

Cciebr¡trn8 direrrily

Fairfield City Council

From : Kate Masters fmailto : Kate' Masters@ pla nning. nsw. gov'a u]

Sent: Monday,28 September 2075 L2:L7 PM

To: planning.matters@environment.nsw.gov.au; development.sydney@rms'nsw.9ov'au; Mail Mail

Subject: UnCfruf - Request for SEARs - 20 Davis Road, Wetherill Park (SSD 7267) Fairfield LGA

Importance: High



Kate Masters

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Leo Belinda < Belinda.Leo@environment.nsw.gov.au >

Wednesday, L6 September 2015 2:44 PM

'David Mooney'
Request for SEARS for Waste Transfer Station at 20 Davis Road, Wetherill Park (SSD

7267).

Dear Mr Mooney

Thank you for your email dated 11 September 2015 to the Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) requesting

input into the Secretary's Environmental Assessment Requirements for the proposed increase in capacity for
putrescible waste at the existing Waste Transfer Station at 20 Davis Road, Wetherill Park (SSD 7267)'

After reviewing the relevant documents, OEH's Greater Sydney Planning Team has concluded that the matter does

not contain biodiversity, natural hazards and Aboriginal Cultural Heritage issues that require a formal OEH response

We have no need to be further involved in the assessment of the project.

Regards

Belinda

Belinda Leo
Operations Officer, Greater Sydney Region
Regional Operations Group, Offìce of Environment and Heritage
Level 6, '10 Valentine Ave Parramatta (PO Box 644) NSW 2124
T: 9995 6820 W: www.environment.nsw.qov.au
Please note I do not work Thurcday or Fridays

I




