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4640337
SHI Number

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION & COMMUNITIES

Item Name: Parramatta Public School

Location: Macquarie Street, Parramatta  [Parramatta]

SCHOOL HERITAGE

Current Use: Public school

Former Uses: Site of former military barracks

Statement of 
Significance:

The school site has archaeological potential as it was the location of timber yard, convict 
barracks and military barracks. It has potential to reveal details of colonial workplaces and 
living areas during the early colony and development of Parramatta township. The Infants 
School building, completed in 1923,  is representative of the style of school architecture in 
fashion at the time.

Historical Notes 
or Provenance:

Before 1809, allotments in Parramatta were dominated by prisoners' huts. The first 
permanent dwellings were constructed in George, Macquarie and Church Steets. In 1811, 
Governor Macquarie laid out the town of Parramatta on a grid pattern. Macquarie's plan was 
to remove the huts and to place the convicts in barracks which were completed in 1821. By 
1822, the area north of Macquarie Street was identified as 'Prisoners' Barracks' which 
incorporated the timber yard.  From 1836 major projects  were managed by military 
engineers and the timber yard was closed.  The premises were then used for military 
purposes.  The area south of Macquarie Street (Arthur Phillip High School and Parramatta 
Public School) was identified as 'Military Barracks'.  By 1814, a new army barracks was 
constructed near the school site. The Lancer Barracks incorporates some of the buildings.  
The 1844 Plan of the Town of Parramatta identifies the area north of Macquarie Street as 
'Lumbar Yard' and 'Military Hospital' and the area south of Macquarie Street as 'Military 
Barracks' with land granted to J Hassall along the eastern section of the subject area   The 
original section of the school, now part of Arthur Phillip High School,  was designed by G A 
Mansfield (Schools Architect 1867-1880) and built in 1876. The site has been continuously 
occupied as a school, housing, and at different times, primary, secondary and commercial 
evening schools.  The Infants School building, designed by RM Seymour Wells (Schools 
Architect from 1909 to 1926) was completed in 1923.

Endorsed Significance:Assessed Significance: Local

Item Type: Built Category: School - State (public)Group: Education

Admin Codes: School Code: 2840  Code 2: Region: 533 Code 3: SEA: 329

Curtilage/Boundary:

Owner: State Government

Other/Former Names: Parramatta South Public School (Until 1907)

Area/Group/Complex: Group ID:

Aboriginal Area: Dharug

Local Govt Area: Parramatta

Planning: Sydney West

Historic Region: Sydney

Address: Macquarie Street

Suburb / Nearest Town: Parramatta 2150

State: NSW

Parish: St John

County: Cumberland
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4640337
SHI Number

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION & COMMUNITIES

Item Name: Parramatta Public School

Location: Macquarie Street, Parramatta  [Parramatta]

SCHOOL HERITAGE

Physical Description: Parramatta Public School is located on the eastern side of Arthur Phillip High School. It has 
a three-storey Infants block fronting Macquarie Street which was commenced in 1923 and 
completed in 1924. There are single-storey timber and brick buildings, and demountable 
classrooms around the boundary of the site forming a central playground.

Physical Condition:

Modification Dates:

Designer: R M Seymour Wells

Maker / Builder:

Year Started: 1923 Year Completed: 1924 Circa: No

Recommended 
Management:

Further Comments: The following permanent buildings are excluded from this heritage listing; Building B00B 
(1915), B00C (1955), B00D (1960), B00E (1955) & B00F (1975)

Criteria a) The school has historical significance as an example of the type of public school buildings 
that were provided during the period.

Criteria c)

Criteria d) The school has social significance for its association with the local community.

Criteria e) The school site has potential to reveal details of colonial workplace and living areas during 
the early development of the colony.  The archaeological evidence within this area may 
include built landforms, structural features, intact subfloor deposits, open deposits and 
scatters, ecological samples and individual artefacts that have potential to yield information 
relating to major historic themes including Convicts, Defence, Government and 
Administration, Housing, Law and Order and Welfare.  Archaeological evidence at this site is 
likely to be subject to minor disturbance.

Criteria g) The 1923 building is representative of the schools architecture in use at the time

Criteria f)

Integrity / Intactness:

Criteria b)

Themes:

Management:

National Theme State Theme Local Theme

6. Educating Education Public education
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION & COMMUNITIES

Item Name: Parramatta Public School

Location: Macquarie Street, Parramatta  [Parramatta]

SCHOOL HERITAGE

Custom Field One:

References:

Studies:

Listings:

Date Updated: 11/04/2011 Status: BasicDate First Entered: 07/02/2008Data Entry:

Custom Field Two:

Custom Field Three:

Custom Field Four:

Custom Field Five:

Custom Field Six:

Parcels:

Latitude: Longitude:

AMG Zone: Easting: Northing:

Map Name: Map Scale:

Spatial Accuracy:Location validity:

Author Title Year

NSW Heritage Branch, Department of 
Planning

Parramatta Archaeological Management Unit 2887 2007

Name: Date:Number:Title:

Local Environmental Plan 21/02/1997360Parramatta

Parcel Code LotNumber Section Plan Code Plan Number

LOT 27 DP 7809

LOT 26 DP 7809

LOT 25 DP 7809

LOT 24 DP 7809

LOT 23 DP 7809
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION & COMMUNITIES

Item Name: Parramatta Public School

Location: Macquarie Street, Parramatta  [Parramatta]

SCHOOL HERITAGE

Caption: 1923 Parramatta Infants School (Building B00A)

Copyright: Department of Education and Communities

Image:

Image by: Robert Demkiw, Heritage Officer

Image Date: 15/09/2006

Image Number:

Image Path:

Image File: 2840_110_4640337_Parramatta PS.jpg

Thumb Nail Path:

Thumb Nail File: t_2840_110_4640337_Parramatta PS.jpg
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