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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

DLA Environmental (DLA) was commissioned by Iglu Pty Ltd to prepare a desktop Stage 1 Preliminary 

Environmental Site Investigation on the properties identified as 60-78 Regent Street Redfern, NSW 

2016, (the Site) The Site consists of multiple lots, with details outlined in Table 1a. 

 

Refer to Figure 1 – Site Location and Figure 2 – Site Layout 

 

The Site covers an area of approximately 1,420m
2
 (0.142ha) and located in the City of Sydney Local 

Government Area.  

 

The Site investigation forms part of State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) 55 regulations 

(Remediation of Land) and the NSW Environment Protection Authority’s Guidelines for Consultants 

Reporting on Contaminated Sites (2011) to determine if any previous land uses that are likely to have 

contaminated the Site and to determine the end land-use suitability of the property. 

 

The Site is located approximately two (2) kilometres south-west of the Sydney and is currently 

occupied by seven (7) varied businesses and is unzoned in accordance with the Sydney Local 

Environment Plan 2012. However the Site is classed as MD Major Development under SEPP Major 

Development 2005. 

 

This Stage 1 Preliminary Environmental Investigation desktop study has not revealed any 

contaminated land notices or archaeological significance.  No work cover dangerous goods licences 

have been held for the premises. Aerial photographs and imagery indicated the site has been 

developed since at least the 1930s with little change to building structure, from the aerial review no 

activities can be seen on or within the vicinity of the Site deemed to have the potential to 

contaminate the Site.  However with the exception of a BP Service Station located 150m South West 

to the Site on Regent Street, the station is located significantly down gradient to the Site and is felt to 

pose little to no contamination risk to the Site.  The review of the Sites history does indicate the 

potential for contamination; the title search identified a possible dry cleaner on site which is possible 

a source of contaminants due to the use of chlorinated solvents associated with dry cleaning 

services.  The storage and use of these chemicals by the dry cleaning business were not confirmed. 

Sampling of soils beneath the Site as part of Stage Two (2) Detailed Site Investigation with additional 

analysis for VOC’s is recommend. 

 

An Acid Sulphate search found none to be reported in the vicinity of the Site. A salinity investigation 

indicated no salinity issues were found to be within the Site or land surrounding the Site.  The Site is 
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considered unlikely to be impacted by salinity therefore soil salinity and aggressivity is not a concern 

for the intended development of the Site and salinity and aggressivity analysis of soils at the Site is 

not believed to be necessary.   

 

A hazardous materials assessment was not commissioned for this Investigation.  Due to the apparent 

age of the building there is potential for PCB’s, lead paint or asbestos to be present and prior to any 

demolition a Hazardous Materials Assessment may be warranted. 

 

It was noted that the Site does not appear elevated relative to neighbouring properties and the local 

topography, however given that Redfern has a long history of industrial/commercial activity; fill 

materials may be present beneath the Site.  As a residential basement level is planned, sampling of 

soils beneath the Site would beneficial and would be appropriate to undertake this following 

demolition to allow for a greater level of confidence.  

 

It is recommended that prior to demolition of the buildings a Hazardous Materials Assessment be 

conducted and that following demolition, an assessment of the fill and natural materials should be 

undertaken by a contaminated land professional in the form of a Stage Two (2) Detailed Site 

Investigation.  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 General 

 

DLA Environmental (DLA) was commissioned by Iglu Pty Ltd to prepare a desktop Stage 1 Preliminary 

Environmental Site Investigation on the properties identified as 60-78 Regent Street Redfern, NSW 

2016, (the Site) The Site consists of multiple lots, with details outlined in Table 1a below. 

 

Table 1a – Site Lots and DP 

 

 

Refer to Figure 1 – Site Location and Figure 2 – Site Layout 

 

 

The Site investigation forms part of State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) 55 regulations 

(Remediation of Land) and the NSW Environment Protection Authority’s Guidelines for Consultants 

Reporting on Contaminated Sites (2011) to determine if any previous land uses that are likely to have 

contaminated the Site and to determine the end land-use suitability of the property.  The site is 

proposed to be redeveloped into a residential/commercial property.  

 

  

Lot DP Lot DP 

B 108322 10 3954 

C 108322 9 3954 

D 108322 8 3954 

E 108322 7 3954 

F 108322 6 3954 
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1.2 Objectives of the Assessment 

 

The objectives of the Investigation were to: 

 

− Identify any past and potentially contaminating activities; 

− Identify potential contamination types; 

− Discuss the Site condition; 

− Provide a basic assessment of Site contamination (if any); and, 

− Assess the need (if any) for remediation and/or further investigations. 

The proposed investigation program and site investigation were designed to be suitable for due 

diligence purposes so the document can be incorporated in sales contracts, for redevelopment 

purposes, or the ongoing management of the Site.  It is suitable for review by the NSW EPA, 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and City of Sydney Council.  In particular the document 

meets the requirements of SEPP55 (Environmental Planning & Assessment Act, 1979). 

 

1.3 Data Quality Objectives 

 

The National Environment Protection (Assessment of Site Contamination) Amendment Measure 

2013 (No.1) and Australian Standard (AS) 4482.1-2005 recommends that data quality objectives 

(DQOs) be implemented during the investigation of potentially contaminated sites.  The DQO process 

described in AS 4482.1-2005 Guide to the Investigation and Sampling of Sites with Potentially 

Contaminated Soil Part 1: Non-Volatile and Semi-Volatile Compounds outlines seven (7) distinct steps 

to outline the project goals, decisions, constraints and an assessment of the project uncertainties and 

how to address these when they arise.  They define the quality and quantity of data needed to 

support decisions relating to the environmental condition of a site.  They also outline the defining 

criteria that a data collection design should satisfy, including when, where, how and how many 

samples to be collected. 
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The DQOs for the Investigation were to: 

State the Problem.   

Determine, from a contamination point of view, if the land is suitable for residential land use in 

accordance with the requirements of State Environmental Planning Policy No. 55 and the 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act. 1979.  This includes researching previous site 

investigations, historical searches (titles, land use of site and adjacent sites, and aerial photographs), 

identification of chemicals of concern, media they inhabit and possible migration pathways (to and 

from the Site), potential exposures to human and/or environmental receptors, and concerns with the 

potential clean up and desired future land use of the property.   

 

− Investigations into the Site need to determine if contamination has potential to be 

present from previous land use activities or off-site sources, therefore presenting an 

unacceptable risk to human health or the environment and preventing the Site being 

suitable for the intended future land use. 

Identify the Decision.   

The decisions to be made on the contamination and the new environmental data required includes 

considering relevant contamination sources to the site.  This will be undertaken from a desktop study 

of site history and potential contamination sources. 

Identify Inputs to Decision. 

This step requires the identification of the factors that may, or may not have influenced the Site to 

make it unsuitable for the intended future land use.  Inputs include: 

 

− The lateral extents of the site under investigation; 

− Undertake appropriate searches of the site to determine any recorded history of 

detrimental effects on the site; 

− Undertaking a review of historical aerial photographs to identify previous land use 

activities on site; and, 

− Reviewing potential off-site sources of contamination which may impact the site. 



Stage 1 Preliminary Environmental Site Investigation 

60-78 Regent Street, Redfern  

 

 DLA Environmental   4 

  

Define the Study Boundaries.   

Specify the spatial and temporal aspects of the environmental media that the data must represent to 

support decision.  To identify the boundaries (both spatial and temporal) of the investigation and to 

identify any restrictions that may hinder the assessment process.  This includes on- and off-site 

inspections and discussions with informed individuals.  A physical study will focus on any fill 

materials, natural soils and groundwater encountered within the confines of the Site boundary. 

 

Refer to 2.0 – Site Description 

Develop a Decision Rule.   

To define the parameter(s) of interest, specify the action level and provide a logical basis for 

choosing additional actions.   

Specify Limits on Decision Errors.   

Specify the decision-maker’s acceptable limits on decision errors, which are used to establish 

performance goals for limiting uncertainties in the data.  Incorrect decisions are caused by using data 

that is not representative of site conditions because of sampling or analytical error.   

 

A Site under investigation is assumed to be contaminated until statistically proven otherwise (eg: Ho= 

Analyte 95% UCL exceeds the SAC), therefore two types of error are possible; Type 1 error (α or false 

negative), where the Site is assessed to be uncontaminated when it is actually is, and Type 2 error (β 

or false positive), when the Site is assessed to be contaminated though is actually not.  Type 1 errors 

represent greater risk to the environment and human health and are therefore set at 5% probability, 

whilst Type 2 errors are set at 20% probability limit. 

 

Field and laboratory quality controls are implemented to avoid error and to ensure the action levels 

exceed the measurement detection limits for Contaminants of Concern (COC).  This is achieved by 

analysing concentrations detected in field blanks, volatile-spiked trip samples and laboratory method 

blanks.  The performance of decision making inputs will be enhanced through the application of Data 

Quality Indicators (DQI), defined as follows: 
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Precision A quantitative measure of the variability (or reproducibility) of data. 

Accuracy 
A quantitative measure of the closeness of reported data to the “true” value. 

Representativeness The confidence (expressed qualitatively) that data are representative of each 

media present on the Site. 

Completeness 
A measure of the amount of useable data from a data collection activity. 

Comparability The confidence (expressed qualitatively) that data can be considered equivalent 

for each sampling and analytical event. 

 

DLA Environmental adopted the following methods to satisfy all DQIs: 

 

Data Precision and Accuracy 

Adequate Sampling Density 

Sampling carried out in accordance with procedure B of the NSW EPA 

Contaminated Sites: Sampling Design Guidelines, 1995; Use of analytical 

laboratories with adequately trained and experienced testing staff 

experienced in the analyses undertaken, with appropriate NATA 

certification. 

Acceptable field and laboratory 

Relative Percentage Difference 

(RPD) for duplicate comparison 

>10 x LOR: 30% inorganics; 50% organics (Field) 

<10 x LOR: Assessed on individual basis (Field) 

>5 x LOR: 50% (laboratory) 

<5 x LOR: No Limit (laboratory) 

In accordance with AS4482.1 – 2005 field duplicate RPD criteria is increased with organic analytes and for low 

concentrations. These criteria cannot reasonably exceed the laboratory’s precision, therefore laboratory 

criteria have been adopted. 

Trip Blanks/ Rinsate Blanks No Detection above LOR 

Trip Spikes Recoverable concentrations of volatiles between 60 – 140%  

Adequate laboratory 

performance 

Based on acceptance criteria of laboratory as specified on certificate of 

analysis: includes: blank samples, matrix spikes, control samples, and 

surrogate spike samples 

Data Representativeness 

Sample and analysis selection Representativeness of all potential contaminants 

Trip Blanks/ Rinsate Blanks No Detection above LOR 

Trip Spikes Recoverable concentrations of volatiles between 60 – 140%  

Duplicate Samples Adequate duplicate, split, rinsate and trip blank sample numbers 

Laboratory selection 
Adequate laboratory internal quality control and quality assurance 

methods, complying with the NEPM. 

Documentation Completeness 
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Chain of Custody records 
Laboratory sample receipt information received confirming receipt of 

samples intact and appropriate chain of custody 

 NATA registered laboratory results certificates provided 

Data Completeness 

 

Analysis for all potential contaminants of concern. 

Field duplicate sample numbers complying with NEPM 

Trip spike samples prepared and sent with field samples regularly 

Comparability 

 

Use of NATA registered laboratories 

Test methods consistent for each sample in accordance with the 

Sampling Analysis and Quality Plan 

Detailed logs of all sample locations to be recorded 

Test methods comparable between primary and secondary laboratory 

Acceptable RPD’s between original samples and field duplicates and 

inter-laboratory triplicate samples. 

Optimise the Design for Obtaining Data.   

Identify a resource-effective sampling and analysis design for data collection that satisfies the DQOs.  

The sampling and analytical plan is designed to avoid Type 1 and Type 2 errors and includes defining 

minimum sample numbers required to detect contamination as determined with procedures 

provided in the NSW EPA 1995 Sampling Design Guidelines and AS 4482.1 - 2005 and appropriate 

quality control procedures.   

 

Refer to 3.0 - Site Investigation Plan. 

 

1.4 Statutory Framework 

 

The environmental planning statutes in New South Wales, which most likely apply are: 

 

− Contaminated Land Management Act 1997; 

− Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997; 

− Dangerous Goods Act 1975; 

− Ozone Protection Act 1989; 

− Waste Minimisation and Management Act 1995; 
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− Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979; and 

− Local Government Act 1993. 

 

In addition, regulations and planning instruments made under these Acts may also apply.  The 

Protection of the Environment Operations Act (POEO), 1997 commenced operation on 1
st

 July 1999 

and has repealed the following Acts: 

 

− The Clean Waters Act 1970; 

− The Clean Air Act 1961; 

− The Noise Control Act 1975; 

− The Environmental Offences and Penalties Act 1989; and, 

− The Pollution Control Act 1970. 

The Act also incorporates the major regulatory provisions of the Waste Minimisation and 

Management Act 1995.  The repealed Acts are incorporated into the POEO Act.  Thus, regulations 

made under the repealed Acts are now regulations under the POEO Act or until otherwise amended 

and licences issued under the repealed Acts are deemed to be licences under the POEO Act.  The 

POEO Act provides a common licence to cover emissions to all environmental media.  The Act lists 

certain “scheduled activities” which have to be licensed. 

 

The Contaminated Land Management Act, 1997 specifies the legal requirements for the registration, 

investigation and remediation of contaminated land, and for the registration and accreditation of site 

auditors.  It repeals the requirements of the Environmentally Hazardous Chemicals Act, 1985 in 

relation to audits and the accreditation of site auditors. 

 

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1989 gives local authorities the power to regulate 

development within their areas of responsibility and to impose specific consent conditions, which 

cover environmental issues.  In addition, the Local Government Act 1993 requires approval from 

Council for certain works/activities to be obtained.  
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1.5 Scope of Work 

 

The Investigation was conducted using the following methods: 

 

− Search and review of records and Site plans available locally and from State Regulatory 

Authorities, including WorkCover, Department of Lands and NSW EPA; 

− Review of available previously conducted reports for the Site and surrounding area; 

− Review of historical aerial photographs available from the Land Information Centre; 

− Reviewing all environmental conditions of the Site including the geology and hydrogeology 

and, 

− Providing a comprehensive overview of the Sites past and current land uses and potential 

contamination issues. 

 

The Investigation has been conducted in accordance with the following: 

 

− The National Environment Protection (Assessment of Site Contamination) Amendment 

Measure 2013 (No.1) (NEPM), National Environment Protection Council; 

− NSW OEH Contaminated Sites: Guidelines for Consultants Reporting on Contaminated 

Sites, August 2011; and 

− NSW EPA Contaminated Sites: Guidelines for the NSW Site Auditor Scheme, second 

edition 2006. 
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2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 

2.1 Site Identification 

 

The Site is located approximately two (2) kilometres south-west of the Sydney CBD at 60-78 Regent 

Street Redfern, NSW 2016. The Site area is the amalgamation of the lots listed previously in Table 1a. 

The Site is in the jurisdiction of the City of Sydney Council and has an area of approximately 1,420m
2
 

(0.142 ha). 

 

The Site is currently occupied by two (2) story retail properties with seven (7) varied businesses in 

operation.  The Site is unzoned in accordance with the Sydney Local Environment Plan 2012. 

However the Site is classed as MD Major Development under SEPP Major Development 2005. 

 

Refer to Figure 1 – Site Location and Figure 2 – Site Layout 

 

 

2.2 Proposed Future Land Use 

 

The site is proposed to be redeveloped into a residential/commercial property.  
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2.3 Environmental Setting 

2.3.1 Boundaries and Surrounding Land Use 

 

The surrounding land uses of the Site consist of: 

• Commercial premises to the south; 

• Open space, commercial premises and residential to the east; 

• Commercial premises and residential apartment buildings to the north; and 

• Redfern RSL and proposed residential apartments located adjacent to the western boundary 

of the Site along Gibbon Street.  

 

It is also noted that Redfern Railway Station is located 60m west from the western boundary and a 

BP Service Station is located 90m to the south down gradient on the corner of Margaret and Regent 

Streets. 

2.3.2 Site Geology and Soils  

The published geological maps (NSW Geological Survey 1;250,000 Sydney geological Series Sheet S1 

56-5, 1966, 3rd Edition) indicate the geology at the Site to be underlain by Triassic aged Hawkesbury 

Sandstone, characterised by the presence of sandstone, quartz and some shale.    

 

The Site is situated in an area of highly disturbed soils and it is considered that little natural soil is still 

in place within the Site area. In general, the Redfern area includes both the Blacktown and Tuggerah 

soil landscapes.  The Blacktown Landscape is characterised by gently undulating rises on shales of the 

Wianamatta Group and Hawkesbury shales.  Soils are shallow to moderately deep red and brown 

podzolic soils on crests, upper slopes and well drained areas; deeper Yellow Podzolic Soils and soliths 

are found on lower slopes and in areas of poor drainage. Limitations for these soil types include the 

presence of highly plastic subsoil, generally characterised by low soil fertility and poor soil drainage.  

 

The Tuggerah landscape comprises gently undulating to rolling coastal dunefields. Slope gradients 

are generally low. Dunes are north-south oriented with convex narrow crests. The vegetation 

consists of extensively cleared open forest and woodland.  Deep soils include podzols on dunes and 

Podzol/Humus Podzol intergrades on swales.  Limitations for these soil types include extreme wind 

erosion hazard, and the presence of non-cohesive, highly permeable soil, very low soil fertility, 

localized flooding and permanently high water tables. 
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2.3.3 Site Topography and Hydrology 

 

The general topography of the Site shows a slope downwards south west towards Botany Road.    

Surface water in the surrounding area is likely to flow to the south, in accordance with the general 

topography. The water flowing overland is likely to entry local storm water infrastructure prior to   

discharge into the Alexandria Canal, located approximately 2km directly south of the Site. 

 

The previous Stage 1 Environmental Site Investigation Report for Gibbons Street at a property 

immediately west of the Site (SMEC, 2009) had identified six (6) groundwater bores within one (1) 

kilometre of the Site, used for domestic, domestic stock and monitoring purposes. 

 

Reference: SMEC 2009 Stage 1 ESA - Gibbons Street, Redfern NSW 3001747. 

 

According to the information provided by the Database, groundwater was encountered in sandy soils 

above shale bedrock.  The groundwater standing water level in the area is generally located between 

2.00m and 2.30m below the ground level. At groundwater borehole 071907, the groundwater yield 

was approximately 1.90 L/min. 

 

Limited information was available on the bores, with details summarised in Table 2b below.  

Table 2b: Regional Groundwater Data Summary 

 

Well ID 

Direction and 

distance from 

Site (m) 

Purpose Depth (m) 
Standing Water 

Level (mbgl) 
Salinity (µS/cm) 

071907 SE - 350m Privately owned 6.5 2 No data 

109500 NE – 450 Monitoring 4.8 2.30 No data 

109503 NW – 450 Monitoring 5.2 2.24 No data 

106192 S – 500 Domestic stock No data No data No data 

105938 SW – 600 Monitoring 4 No data  No data 

109744 SE – 750 Monitoring 4 No data  No data 

 

Refer to Appendix A – Groundwater Works Database Search 

 

Reference: SMEC 2009 Stage 1 ESA - Gibbons Street, Redfern NSW 3001747. 
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2.3.4 Acid Sulphate Soils 

 

A search of the NSW Natural Resources Atlas does not identify Acid Sulphate Soils to be present in 

the vicinity of the Site.   

 

2.3.5 Soil Salinity and Aggressivity 

 

The New South Wales Natural Resources Atlas indicated no evidence of salinity hazards or dryland 

salinity indicators within the Site boundaries or land surrounding the Site.   
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2.4 Development Controls 

2.4.1 The City of Sydney Council Section 149 Planning Certificate 

 

A Planning Certificate obtained from City of Sydney Council under Section 149 of the Environmental 

Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 stated for lots and DP: 

 

− The land does not include or comprises critical habitat; 

− The land is not located in a Conservation Area; 

− Any item of Environmental Heritage is not situated on the land; 

− The land is not affected by any road widening or road realignment under Division 2 of 

Part 3 of the Roads Act 1993, any environmental planning instrument or any resolution 

of the council;  

− No matters apply to this property under the Contaminated Land Management Act, 

1997; 

− The land is not affected by the operation Sections 38 or 39 of the Coastal Protection 

Act, 1979; 

− The land has not been proclaimed to be within a mine subsidence district; 

− The land is not included in Council identified bush fire prone lands; and, 

− The land is not affected by a Tree Preservation Order. 

 

Refer to Appendix B – Section 149 Planning Certificate. 

 

2.4.2 Work Cover Dangerous Goods License 

 

Dangerous Goods in any quantity must be stored safely and in compliance with the requirements of 

the Dangerous Goods Act 1975 and its Regulations.  A search of WorkCover NSW records indicated 

that no Dangerous Goods Licenses have been held for the premises. 

 

Refer to Appendix C– Dangerous Goods Search 
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2.4.1 Contaminated Land Record Search 

 

A search was conducted of all records pertaining to section 58 of the Contaminated Land 

Management Act 1997 and revealed that the Site and its surrounding areas is not encumbered by 

any notices from the NSW EPA with regard to contaminated land. 

 

2.4.2 Heritage / Archaeological Items  

 

A search conducted of the NSW State Heritage register, did not identify any heritage listed building 

on Site.  Site inspection did not identify any items of heritage or archaeological significance.  

 

2.5 Site History 

2.5.1 Aerial Photograph Review 

 

Aerial photographs from 1930 to 2011, available from the NSW Lands Department and Nearmap 

(online), were reviewed by DLA.  The current building appears to have been in place since the1930s.  

The most significant changes in the vicinity of the Site have been the development 

residential/commercial high raised building to the rear of the Site on Gibbons Road and William Lane. 

(2010-2012). 

 

Table 2c – Aerial photograph review 

Aerial Photograph Description 

1930 
The Site has the current buildings, Site roof lines appear to match current roof lines of 
the existing building  

1951 No visible change to Site, Lot or surrounding land use. 

1961 No visible change to Site, Lot or surrounding land use. 

1970 No visible change to Site, Lot or surrounding land use. 

1978 No visible change to Site, Lot or surrounding land use. 

1986 No visible change to Site, Lot or surrounding land use. 

1994 No visible change to Site, Lot or surrounding land use. 

2005 No visible change to Site, Lot or surrounding land use. 

2010 
Development of residential and commercial properties has commenced  to the rear of 
the Site located on Gibbons Road and William Lane 

2014 
Completion of the construction of the residential and commercial properties to the rear 
of the site. The site remains unchanged  
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2.5.2 Historical Title Search 

 

Table 2d - Historical Title Summary for Lot B,C,D,E,F in DP108322 

Date Site Owner Date Leases  
Land 

Use/Occupation 

1901 
James Thomas Walker, Arthur 

John Mackenzie, Alfred Stephen.   
  Esquires 

1905 Alfred Wade  1907 Bank of NSW  

1937 Bank of NSW 1913 Kabell Mockbell   Merchant  

  1914 Kabell Mockbell   Merchant  

1957 J H Cahill    

1962 Bank of NSW (Lot B only)    

1984 
Con, Irene, Vivi  Kontsounadis 

(Lot B only)   
   

1988 George Lenis 1989 Rodney Clark Retail Limited  Shop (No 62) 

  1989 Nick, Julie Vasilakos Shop (No 68) 

  1989 
Fletcher Jones and Staff Pty 

Limited 
Shop (No 64) 

  1989 Marie Mercedes Torralba  Shop (No 60) 

  1990 Sinclair Holding Pty Limited  Shop (No 62-68) 

  1992 Absolute Fashion  Shop (No 62) 

  1992 Absolute Fashion  Shop (No 64) 

1993 
Con, Ernie, Vivi, Steven  

Kontsounadis (Lot B only) 
   

1993 Reachalt Pty Limited  1998  Saied Famani  (Lot B only) 

2010 SYCC Investments Pty Limited     

2011 

Bradley Noel Fleming, Sasha 

Catherine Jane Reytowski (Lot B 

only) 

2011 Cesar Augus, Vela Arteaga (Lot B only) 
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Table 2e - Historical Title Summary for Lot 6 of Section 1 in DP3954 

Date Site Owner Date Leases 
Land 

Use/Occupation 

1904 John Robinson   Furniture Dealer 

1921 
Alice Jane May West and Dorothy Earth 

Hall 
1922 Ambrese Gumpents Shop keeper 

  1925 Andrew Simoneu  Electrician 

  1929 George William Goodin Small Goodsman 

1953 Lee to Chingsuee   
Delicatessen 

Proprietor 

1978 Gregory Giotopoules   Shopkeeper 

1985 Mainbridge Industries Pty Ltd    

 

Table 2f - Historical Title Summary for Lot 7 and 8 of Section 1 in DP3954 

Date Site Owner Date Leases 
Land 

Use/Occupation 

1904 
Ellen Elizabeth Ashwood wife of John 

Francis Ashwood 
  Grocer 

1921 Robert Samuel Miles   Wheat buyer 

1921 Michael Curley   Master Grocer 

1926 Daniel Marrs  1926 
Andrew Lluxtable and 

Frank Lluxtable 
Wine Vender 

  1926 Robert Francis 
Manufacturing 

Confectioner 

1933 Public trustee    

1945 Angelo Spiro Rarpougis of Sydney    

1949 Giovanni Raffaele 1961 
Lainsworth William 

Musgrave 
Dry cleaner 

  1972 Oliver Steel Company Manager 

1975 
Antonio Merlino and Christo Faro 

Merlino  
1987 

Coby’s Pty Ltd and Lionell 

Nell Pty Ltd 
 

  1991 Coby’s Pty Ltd  

  1992 Classy People Pty Ltd  

  1999 
LH&RBC Investments Pty 

Ltd 
 

2014 
Antonio Merlino and John Samuel 

Merlino 
   

2014 
Anthony Merlino and John Samuel 

Merlino 
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Table 2g - Historical Title Summary for Lot 9 and 10 of Section 1 in DP3954 

Date Site Owner Date Leases 
Land 

Use/Occupation 

1902 Septimus Frederick Walker    Furniture Dealer 

1933 Perpetual Trustee Company     

1934 Annie Jane Legget    Widow 

1936 Rodman Denton Wheeler   Postal Officer 

1939 Ana Mehieloff   Boot Manufacturer 

1948 George Mehieloff 1957 Paul Markeu 
Delicatessen 

Proprietor 

  1958 Joseph Kant  Shop Proprietor  

  1959 Ernest Alexander Walker 
Radio and 

electrical dealer 

  1959 
Paul Markou, Nick Markou 

and Jan Markeu 
Businessmen 

  1964 Sevanne Farm Products  

  1965 Bafri Co Pty Ltd  

1984 George Mehieloff and Mary Radeff    

2012 Crysoula Mehieloff and Mary Radeff    

2012 

Mary Radeff, Donald Van Mehieloff, 

Annette Connie Warren and Patricia 

Vern Barnett 

   

2013 
Christina Kyoung Lee Ham Kang and 

Gabriel Kung Wen Kang 
   

 

 

Refer to Appendix D – Historical Title Search 
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2.5.3 Site History Summary 

 

The review of the Sites history does indicate the potential for contaminating activities on Site; the 

title search identified a possible dry cleaner on site which is a source of contaminants due to the use 

of chlorinated solvents associated with dry cleaning services.  The storage and use of these chemicals 

by the dry cleaning business were not confirmed.   Although the historical title search did not reveal 

any other potential polluting activities on site, there is an aerial photo data gap present in which 

polluting activities may have occurred.  Surrounding residential and commercial properties are 

evident from historical photographs, with no potentially contaminating activities observed.  No work 

cover dangerous goods licences have been held for the premises.   A search conducted of the NSW 

State Heritage register, did not identify any heritage listed building on Site.  Site inspection did not 

identify any items of heritage or archaeological significance.  A search was conducted of all records 

pertaining to section 58 of the Contaminated Land Management Act 1997 and revealed that the Site 

is not encumbered by any notices from the NSW EPA with regard to contaminated land.    
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3.0 SITE INSPECTION/FIELD OBSERVATIONS 

The Site was visually inspected on 5
th

 August 2014.  The Regent Street frontages of all premises 

across the Site were two (2) storey brick buildings, with occupied or vacant commercial premises on 

the ground floor of each.   

 

60 Regent Street is currently occupied by the Crepe & Coffee Company, with possible asbestos-

containing fibro sheeting used in the eaves in the front of the building.  The premises at 62 Regent 

Street was vacant at the time of inspection, however the signage indicated it was previously occupied 

by Ryan’s Patisserie.  The premises at 64-66 Regent Street are occupied by Wah Fung’s BBQ 

Restaurant.  The exterior of the shop front is tiled, with tin sheeting eaves.  The premise at 68 Regent 

Street was unoccupied.  The premises at 70-72 consisted of two shop fronts, one (1) occupied by 

Harry’s Barber Shop, the other vacant.  The signage on the second floor indicated the premise was 

once G Mehieloff’s Basket Shoe Manufacturer.  The eaves over both premises were noted to be 

metal sheeting.  Both 74 and 76 Regent Street had closed roller doors down at the time of inspection, 

with the signage indicating the premises was previously occupied by the Work of Skin Tattoo Parlour.  

78 Regent Street was occupied by Redfern Cellars bottle shop. 

 

An inspection of the rear of some premises was possible from the rear alleyway of William Lane.  The 

rear of 78 Regent Street was occupied by a three (3) storey brick purple building with ground level 

garage.  The rear of 76 Regent Street was a single storey brick wall with roller door.  The rear of 74 

Regent Street was green metal gates, with a possible asbestos fibro shed with corrugated tin roofing 

visible behind the gate.  The rear of the premises at 70-72 Regent Street was a three (3) storey brick 

building.  The rear of 64-68 Regent Street was visible through a gate from a small alleyway leading 

from the Redfern Street pedestrian walkway.  A small courtyard, with triangularly-shaped two (2) 

storey building and small external shed was located along the western boundary of the Site.  

 

Based on the visual inspection, there was no visual indication of any potentially contaminating 

activities presently occurring on the Site with the exception of a BP Service Station located  150m 

South West to the Site on Regent Street, the station is located significantly down gradient to the Site 

and poses little to none contamination risk to the Site.   
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4.0 DISCUSSION/CONCLUSION 

This Stage 1 Preliminary Environmental Investigation desktop study has not revealed any 

contaminated land notices or archaeological significance.  No work cover dangerous goods licences 

have been held for the premises. Aerial photographs and imagery indicated the site has been 

developed since at least the 1930s with little change to building structure, from the aerial review no 

activities can be seen on or within the vicinity of the Site deemed to have the potential to 

contaminate the Site.  However with the exception of a BP Service Station located 150m South West 

to the Site on Regent Street, the station is located significantly down gradient to the Site and is felt to 

pose little to no contamination risk to the Site.  The review of the Sites history does indicate the 

potential for contamination; the title search identified a possible dry cleaner on site which is possible 

a source of contaminants due to the use of chlorinated solvents associated with dry cleaning 

services.  The storage and use of these chemicals by the dry cleaning business were not confirmed.  

Sampling of soils beneath the Site as part of Stage Two (2) Detailed Site Investigation with additional 

analysis for VOC’s is recommend. 

 

An Acid Sulphate search found none to be reported in the vicinity of the Site. A salinity investigation 

indicated no salinity issues were found to be within the Site or land surrounding the Site.  The Site is 

considered unlikely to be impacted by salinity therefore soil salinity and aggressivity is not a concern 

for the intended development of the Site and salinity and aggressivity analysis of soils at the Site is 

not believed to be necessary.   

 

A hazardous materials assessment was not commissioned for this Investigation.  Due to the apparent 

age of the building there is potential for PCB’s, lead paint or asbestos to be present and prior to any 

demolition a Hazardous Materials Assessment may be warranted. 

 

It was noted that the Site does not appear elevated relative to neighbouring properties and the local 

topography, however given that Redfern has a long history of industrial/commercial activity; fill 

materials may be present beneath the Site.  As a residential basement level is planned, sampling of 

soils beneath the Site would beneficial and would be appropriate to undertake this following 

demolition to allow for a greater level of confidence.  
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It is recommended that prior to demolition of the buildings a Hazardous Materials Assessment be 

conducted and that following demolition, an assessment of the fill and natural materials should be 

undertaken by a contaminated land professional in the form of a Stage Two (2) Detailed Site 

Investigation.  
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Appendix A 

Groundwater Works Database Search 



 

 

Groundwater Works Database Search, Well ID Locations.  
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Appendix B 

Section 149 Certificate 
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Appendix C 

WorkCover Dangerous Goods Search  
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Appendix D 

Historical Title Search  










































































































