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Office of the Director General

Mr Shag Mohajerani 12/05643
Union Fenosa Wind Australia

Suite 403

68 York Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Mr Mohajerani
Draft NSW Wind Farm Planning Guidelines

| am writing to you about the implementation of the Draft NSW Wind Farm Planning Guidelines

(‘the guidelines’), which were publicly exhibited from 23 December 2011 to 14 March 2012. The
guidelines provide a regulatory framework to guide investment in wind farms across NSW while

minimising potential impacts on local communities. A copy of the draft guidelines is available at

www.planning.nsw.gov.au.

It is intended that the guidelines will be finalised by mid 2012. The guidelines are relevant for all
proponents and owners of wind farms, and | ask you to consider the attached Policy Statement
in preparing assessment documentation or in managing your existing operations.

| am also asking proponents of wind farm projects and owners of wind farms to advise me of the
measures they propose to take to implement the draft guidelines.

Until the finalisation of the draft guidelines, it is important to ensure that the potential
environmental impacts of wind farms are comprehensively considered as part of the
assessment process and the construction and operation of approved projects. Please refer to
the attached Policy Statement which identifies the interim arrangements for State Significant
Development and transitional Part 3A wind farms. The arrangements vary depending on the
stage of an application in the assessment and determination process.

| have also attached a checklist highlighting key provisions of the guidelines which should be
adopted for new applications and those yet to be exhibited.

The Department will support and advise you further on how to adopt and implement the
guidelines. In this regard, | have arranged for Neville Osborne, Manager Infrastructure Projects,
to assist you. Mr Osborne may be contacted on (02) 9228 6337.

Yours sincerely

Mool Ao
Sam Haddad ——
Director-General
12| y| 2012 -

Bridge St Office 23-33 Bridge St Sydney NSW 2000 GPO Box 39 Sydney NSW 2001 DX 22 Sydney
Telephone: (02) 9228 6111 Facsimile: (02) 9228 6191 Website planning.nsw.gov.au



POLICY STATEMENT

INTERIM WIND FARM PLANNING POLICY
FOR STATE SIGNIFICANT AND TRANSITIONAL PART 3A WIND FARM PROJECTS

Background

The Draft NSW Wind Farm Planning Guidelines (the guidelines’) were publicly exhibited
from 23 December 2011 to 14 March 2012. The guidelines provide a policy and regulatory
framework to guide investment in wind farms in NSW while minimising potential impacts on
local communities. The guidelines will be finalised after consideration of all submissions
received during the exhibition period. In the interim, there are current, pending and
approved State Significant Development (SSD) and transitional Part 3A wind farm
applications.

Purpose of this Policy Statement

Until the finalisation of the guidelines, it is important to ensure that the potential
environmental impacts of wind farms are comprehensively considered as part of the
assessment process and the construction and operation of approved projects. This policy
statement identifies the interim arrangements for consideration of the draft guidelines in
relation to SSD and transitional Part 3A wind farms applications.

Interim policy arrangements
The following arrangements apply to all SSD and transitional Part 3A wind farms
applications that have been or will be lodged with the Department before the finalisation of

the guidelines.

Relevant provisions of the guidelines will be considered by the Department in determining
the adequacy of an environmental assessment for exhibition. The Department will also
consider relevant provisions of the draft guidelines in developing conditions of consent
where applications are recommended for approval.

The implementation of the interim policy by proponents will vary according to the stage the
application(s) is at in the assessment and approval process, as follows:

1. New applications for which DGRs have not yet been issued

The guidelines will be comprehensively applied to all new wind farm applications where

Director General’s Requirements (DGRs) have not been issued.

e The DGR’s require the implementation of the relevant provisions in the draft guideline in
the environmental assessment including the noise assessment, visual assessment,
aviation safety, bushfire hazards, construction and decommissioning, monitoring and
compliance programs and community consultation provisions. Please refer to attached
Checkiist.

« Proponents will be required to consult with all neighbours with dwellings within 2km of
proposed wind turbines to identify any issues and potential approaches to mitigate any
adverse impacts. Proponents should also seek the written agreement from neighbours
with a dwelling within 2km of a proposed wind turbine.

e A community consultation committee will be required to be formed by the proponent and
the committee will be consulted during the assessment process. Appendix C of the
guidelines provides guidance on the establishment, membership and operation of the
committee. The Department will assist proponents with the appointment of an
independent committee chair and in the selection of members.



2. Applications for which DGRs have been issued but are yet to be exhibited

The guidelines will apply to the maximum extent possible to all wind farm applications for
which the DGRs have been issued, but an environmental assessment has not yet been
exhibited.

» Proponents are encouraged to adopt relevant provisions of the guideline relating to the
construction and operation of wind farms in their environmental assessment, in
particular relating to noise assessment, visual assessment, aviation safety, bushfire
hazards, construction, decommissioning, monitoring and compliance programs. Please
refer to the attached Checklist.

e Proponents should consult with all neighbours with dwellings within 2km of proposed
wind turbines to identify any issues and potential approaches to mitigate any adverse
impacts. Proponents should, where possible, seek the written agreement from
neighbours with a dwelling within 2km of a proposed wind turbine.

o It is strongly recommended that proponents, if not done so already, immediately
establish a Community Consultation Committee to provide for ongoing communication
with the local community. Appendix C of the guidelines provides guidance on the
establishment, membership and operation of the committee. The Department will assist
proponents with the appointment of an independent committee chair and in the selection
of members.

3. Applications that have been exhibited but not yet determined

Proponents are encouraged to adopt relevant provisions of the guidelines in the

assessment, operation and construction of projects.

» It is recommended that proponents consider relevant provisions of the guidelines when
responding to issues raised in submissions particularly in relation to noise,
decommissioning and compliance provisions.

o It is strongly recommended that proponents, if not done so already, immediately
establish a Community Consuitation Committee to provide for ongoing communication
with the local community. Appendix C of the guidelines provides guidance on the
establishment, membership and operation of the committee. The Department will assist
proponents with the appointment of an independent committee chair and in the selection
of members.

e The Department will consider relevant provisions of the guidelines in developing
conditions of consent where applications are recommended for approval.

4. Applications that have been approved

Proponents are encouraged to adopt relevant provisions of the guidelines in the operation

and construction of projects.

» ltis recommended that proponents consider relevant provisions of the draft guidelines in
relation to noise management, decommissioning, monitoring and performance
compliance in the construction and operation of the project.

e |t is strongly recommended that proponents, if not done so already, immediately
establish a Community Consultation Committee to provide for ongoing communication
with the local community. Appendix C of the draft guidelines provides guidance on the
establishment, membership and operation of the committee. The Department will assist
proponents with the appointment of an independent committee chair and in the selection
of members.



CHECK LIST

Key aspects of the ‘Draft NSW Planning Guidelines Wind Farms’

relevant to applications yet to be exhibited

Potential Issues for considerations

Consultation

¢ Form a Community Consultation Committee.

* Document the consultation process undertaken, including stakeholders
consulted. Identify and tabulate issues raised by stakeholders during
consultation. Describe how issues raised have been addressed.

o Consult with all neighbours with dwellings within 2km of a proposed wind
turbine. identify the neighbours’ issues and potential approaches to mitigate
any adverse impacts.

e Consider seeking agreement with neighbours with dwellings within 2km of a
proposed wind turbine.

Landscape and
visual amenity

¢ Provide photomontages from all non-host dwellings within 2km of a
proposed wind turbine.

¢ Identify the zone of visual influence of the wind farm (no less than 10km).
and likely impacts on community and stakeholder values. Consider
cumulative impacts on landscape and views.

¢ Qutline mitigation measures to avoid or manage impacts.

Noise

¢ Undertake assessment based on separate daytime (7am to 10pm) and
night-time periods (10pm to 7am).

o Predict noise levels at all dwellings within 2km of a proposed turbine.

¢ Consider special audible characteristics, including tonality, amplitude
modulation, and low frequency noise (apply penalties where relevant).

» Outline measures to avoid, minimise, manage and monitor impacts.

Health

e Consider and document health issues, focusing on neighbours with
dwellings within 2km of proposed wind turbines.

Ecological issues

¢ Consider potential impacts on birds and bats, particularly migratory species
and outline the proposed monitoring and mitigation strategy

Aviation safety

s Qutline current agricultural aerial uses on neighbouring properties.
« Consider the potential for the proposed wind farm to impact on aviation
safety associated with agricultural aerial uses consistent with the draft

guidelines.

Bushfire hazard

e Consider bush fire issues consistent with the draft guidelines, including the
risks that a wind farm will cause bush fire and any potential impacts on the
aerial fighting of bush fires.

Blade throw

e Assess blade throw risks consistent with the draft guidelines.
s Outline measures to avoid, minimise, manage and monitor impacts.

Economic issues

e Consider whether the wind farm use is consistent with relevant local or
regional land use planning strategies.

» Consider potential to impact upon mining/petroleum leases and exploration
licences.

¢ Consider any potential impacts upon property values consistent with the
draft guidelines, including properties within 2km.

Decommissioning

s Include a Decommissioning and Rehabilitation Plan in the EA, including
proposed funding arrangements.

o Confirm that the proponent not the landowner is responsible for
decommissioning.

Monitoring and
compliance
program

¢ Qutline program to monitor environment performance to ensure compliance
including mechanisms for reporting outcomes and procedures to rectifying
non-compliance — including any provisions for independent reviews.

Council planning
controls

e Qutline whether the proposal is consistent with any relevant provisions of
the relevant council’s Development Control Plan and list any variations.
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