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DOC20/20457

Mr Steve O’'Donoghue

Director Resource Assessments

NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
GPO Box 39

Sydney NSW 2001

Dear Mr O'Donoghue

| refer to the NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment's (DPIE) — Planning
Assessments Group email of 16 October 2019 to the NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA)
regarding the Santos’ Narrabri Gas Project’s revised draft Conditions of Consent. | also refer to the
EPA'’s prior correspondence regarding salt disposal and fugitive emissions for the project.

Draft Conditions of Consent

The EPA has reviewed the revised draft consent conditions and notes the additional updates that
have been made in response to EPA comments provided on 26 September 2019. Please find
enclosed Attachment A, which provides further detailed comments regarding the revised draft
conditions with recommended consent revisions and additions for your consideration.

If the project is approved, it is essential that all conditions and post consent management plans are
enforceable and consistent across approval instruments to ensure that the EPA, as lead regulator
for gas activities in NSW, can take appropriate regulatory action if non-compliances are identified.

Salt disposal and fugitive emissions

| note that Santos has provided DPIE with additional information, and made commitments
regarding the disposal of salt waste generated by the project, and that this information was
supplied to the EPA on 31 October 2019. Following the review of the additional information, the
EPA is now satisfied that matters previously raised during the assessment phase regarding salt
disposal have been adequately addressed.

| also note that during December 2019 Santos provided additional information directly to the EPA
relating to fugitive emissions. While the additional information provided has helped to broadly
evaluate the risk of fugitive emissions, the EPA is still unable to fully advise on fugitive emission
risk and mitigation for the project without further information. Attachment B provides detailed
comments regarding fugitive emissions, along with a suggested proposal outlining the information
required to enable the EPA to complete a risk assessment and provide relevant advice on the
matter.

Phone 131555 Fax 029995 5999 Locked Bag 5022 4 Parramatta Square inffo@epa.nsw.gov.au
Phone 029995 5555 TTY 133677, then PARRAMATTA 12 Darcy Street WWW.epa.nsw.gov.au
(from outside NSW) ask for 131 155 NSW 2124 PARRAMATTA NSW ABN 43 692 285 758
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The EPA welcomes the opportunity to discuss the attached information with DPIE — Planning and
Assessments Group. If you have any questions, or you would like to discuss the EPA’s advice,
please contact Mr Andrew Cowan on 02 9995 6941 or email Andrew.Cowan@epa.nsw.gov.au

Yours sincerely

% 12 FEB 2020

Richard Bean
Interim Chief Executive Officer
Environment Protection Authority

Enclosure

Attachment | Title

A Comments on the draft Consent Conditions 160ct19

B Detailed comments fugitive emissions
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