






























































































































































































A NSW and Commonwealth-listed threatened ecological community White Box Blakely's Red Gum-Yellow Box 

Woodland (and derived native grassland) has been mis-identified and presumed to be not present in the study area. New 

data confirms its presence along Bohena Creek. 

• The description of important habitat for a number of key fauna, such as the Regent Honeyeater, Pilliga Mouse,

Koala, Black-striped Wallaby and Five-clawed Worm-skink does not appear to be accurate.

New information regarding the presence of the Koala in the study area discounts the assertion made in the EIS 

that it is not currently present. 

• Due to deficiencies in the in the survey and assessment for two 'matters for further consideration' (Regent

Honeyeater and Five-clawed Worm-skink) statutory requirements under the NSW Biodiversity Offset Policy have not been

met.

Direct impacts upon Brigalow Park State Conservation Area remains uncertain as do the magnitude of indirect 

impacts upon the adjacent Nature Reserve and existing corridors. 

A Biodiversity Offset Strategy does not provide any surety for how well it will 'retire' the impact of the Project 

because the strategy provided in the EIS does not provide any like-or-like land-based offsets apart from an unproven 

rehabilitation plan and rests on the hypothetical efficacy of a feral animal control proposal. The suitability of the offset 

package with respect to the statutory requirements under the NSW Biodiversity Offset Policy is poor. 

Based on these findings, the Secretary for the Environment should reject this part of the overall Project assessment as 

being data-deficient and inadequate under the terms of NSW Biodiversity Offset Policy or request the matters outlined 

above be addressed by the proponent. 

I urge the Government to reject this project and make the Great Artesian Basin recharge off-limits to gas mining, 

Signed, 

Yours sincerely, 

Lock Barker 

Byron St, Byron Bay NSW 2481, Australia 
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2. Clear close to 1,000 hectares of the Pilliga Forest, fragmenting the largest temperate woodland in New South

Wales, home to unique wildlife.

3. Drill through a recharge aquifer of the Great Artesian Basin and draw water down from a water resource relied

upon by rural communities across western NSW.

4. Lead to large deliberate and emissions of methane from venting and leakage, adding to climate change.

The project will also cause more trauma to the regional Aboriginal community because the area of impact is crucially 

important to the spiritual, cultural and social life of Gamilaraay people. 

The project is not justified: Santos' own coal seam gas export activities in Queensland have caused gas prices to rise and 

supply to become unpredictable. 

NSW should respond to this by investing in more reliable and ultimately cheaper renewable energy, not by letting Santos 

inflict more environmental, social and economic harm. 

It will cause economic upheaval in Narrabri and put agricultural industries at risk, as well as causing light pollution that will 

ruin the dark night sky needed by the internationally renowned Siding Spring Observatory. 

Coal seam gas is harmful to health. Neither the NSW Government nor Santos have investigated or dealt with the serious 

health effects of coal seam gas now appearing in peer�reviewed research in the United States. 

I urge the Government to reject this project and make the Great Artesian Basin recharge off�limits to gas mining. 

Signed, 

Yours sincerely, 

Michele Hamblin 

1Boree Park', Mitchell Highway Nevertire NSW 2826 
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