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22 December 2017 

Dear Brad 

Proposed Mt Owen Continued Operations — Modification 2 
Early consultation regarding final landform 

I refer to a meeting between Glencore and the Division of Resources and Geoscience, 
Environmental Sustainability Unit (ESU) held on 30 November 2017 to discuss the final 
landform options for the proposed Mount Owen Continued Operations (MOCO) — 
Modification 2. 

ESU would like to acknowledge the proactive and early engagement approach that 
Glencore have adopted by liaising with ESU early in the planning process. 

Based on the preliminary information available to date, ESU provides the following 
comments for consideration in the development of the final land form and land use 
options. 

• Treatment of voids is a critical issue for MOCO, particularly given the issues 
identified during the assessment process for SSD 5850. It is recommended that 
the applicant address each of the concerns surrounding final landform raised by 
the Planning Assessment Commission. 

• ESU has concerns regarding the steepness of slopes (approximately 18 
degrees) presented in the final landform options 2a, 2b, 2c and 3. Steep slopes 
can result in long-term stability and erosion issues, impacting on long-term 
beneficial land use. 

• ESU has concerns regarding the geometric shape of the final voids presented in 
the final landform options 2a, 2b, 2c and 3. Where practicable, the final 
landform should be designed to minimise visual impact, be in keeping with 
natural terrain features, incorporate micro-relief and maximise the area 
available for beneficial re-use (i.e. useable land). 
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• Further review of the options with regard to potential impacts on groundwater 
including: 

o post mining ground water equilibration, and 
o potential interactions between Bettys and Main Creek and the final void. 

• The application should consider and assessment of the risk of combustion of 
exposed coal seams in the highwall and proposed treatment measures. 

• Further justification, including economic assessment and beneficial re-use 
assessment of the proposed final landform options is required (for example, 
certain final landforms may take longer to achieve but may provide a more 
beneficial final land use). 

Should you require additional information on this matter please contact the undersigned 
on 4931 6603. 

Catherine Lewis 
A/Manager & Principal Inspector Environment 
Environmental Sustainability Unit 
Division of Resources and Geoscience 
NSW Department of Planning and Environment 
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DOC18/6794 
3810/TC/PW/22122017  

Mr Tim Crosdale 
Group Manager 
Umwelt (Australia) Pty Limited 
tcrosdale@umwelt.com.au 

Dear Mr Crosdale 

Mount Owen Continued Operations Modification 2 (SSD_5850 MOD 2) Project - Biodiversity 
Assessment of Offset Lands 

I refer to your letter dated 22 December 2017 in which Umwelt (Australia) Pty Limited (Umwelt) asked 
about the environmental assessment of the offset lands for the Mount Owen Continued Operations 
Modification 2 Project.  

Umwelt asked whether OEH can confirm that the Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) will accept 
the offset site surveys and assessments being undertaken using the BioBanking Assessment 
Methodology (BBAM). Umwelt also asked whether OEH could confirm that the BBAM offset surveys 
will be accepted for up to 18 months from the start of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016. 

OEH notes that the Department of Planning and Environment has acknowledged receipt of a 
conceptual project development plan for this project on 24 November 2017. Under clause 27 (1) (g) of 
the Biodiversity Conservation (Savings and Transitional) Regulation 2017 proponents with a 
conceptual project development plan submitted before 25 November 2017 may use the NSW 
Biodiversity Offsets for Major Projects Policy for Major Projects and the Framework for Biodiversity 
Assessment (FBA) for the biodiversity assessment until 25 August 2019. 

OEH can confirm that the biodiversity values of the offset lands for this project should be calculated 
using the BBAM. OEH can also confirm that the results of the BBAM surveys of the offset lands will 
accepted up until 25 August 2019 (two years, not the 18 months suggested).  

If you require any further information regarding this matter, please contact Steven Cox, Senior Team 
Leader Planning, on 4927 3140. 
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Yours sincerely 

SHARON MOLLOY 
Director Hunter Central Coast Branch 
Regional Operations Division 

5 March 2018 

CONTACT OFFICER: Steven Cox 
02 4927 3140 

 

5th March 2018


