
From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

belinda pace <belindap@hotmail.com>
plan_com ment@planni ng. nsw.gov.au
1211812012 9:26 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells orl the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permíssion.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despíte research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
belinda pace



From: nRenate" <renatepacione@bigpond.com>
To: plan_comment@planning.nsw,gov.au; ren@sfsint,comDate: 12118120122:34 pm
Subject: Two Submission for Application 09=0048
Attachments: CoalSeam Gas Submission 09-0048 gp .pdf; Coal Seam Gas Submission 09-004

I rp.pdf

Please find attached firo Submissions
Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Applieation 09_0048

Regards



To:
Mining and lndustry Projects
Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2OO1

Emailed lo plan comment@olanning.nsw.gov.au

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

Coal Seam Gas mining in the metropolitan areas of Sydney contradicts the vision of
the Metropolitan Strategy 2036 - To improve Sydney's environmental performance.

The impacts of Coal Seam Gas mining have not been independently and scientiflcally
fully researched and remain largely unknown.

I am concerned that the air quality will decline with the added pollution .

lam concerned of the health impacts this will cause in the region.

Peoples general well being is something in which the populace as a whole has a stake
in and therefore this application should not be approved .

Metropolitan Strategy 2036 mentions a sustainable Sydney, protecting our natural
environment.

Coal Seam Gas mining is not ecologically sustainable. lt does not conserve our water
supply, on which life depends on.

Coal Seam Gas mining in our water catchment areas should not be allowed. We
should be maintaining the quality and quantity of water available to the people of
Metropolitan Sydney who make up approx¡mately 63% of the total NSW population and
not be wasting or contaminating it in any way. I am concerned that coal seam gas
mining wastes and contaminates our water supply.

AGL's estimated that only about 5% of NSW's gas will be produced from the Camden
Gas Project. How much water will be wasted or contaminated for this production?

Life does not depend on gas but life does depend on water.

I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to mine for coal seam gas (CSG) in
Campbelltown and Camden. AGL's past breaches of its licence conditions should be
taken into account. lt is reasonable to expect that the conditions attached to any future
development consent would not be obeyed. This application should not be approved.

I acknowledge that my name only will appear on my submission when publicly
exhibited.

Yours sincerely

Gianni Pacione
 lngleburn NSW 2565



To:
Mining and lndustry Projects
Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2OO1

Emailed to plan comment@planning.nsw.gov.au

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Gamden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

coal seam Gas mining in the metropolitan areas of sydney contradicts the vision of
the Metropolitan Strategy 2036 -To improve Sydney's environmental performance.

The impacts of coal seam Gas mining have not been independenfly and scientifically
fully researched and remain largely unknown.

lam concerned thatthe airquality ûll decline with the added pollution.

I am concerned of the health impacts this will cause in the region.

Peoples general well being is something in which the populace as a whole has a stake
in and therefore this application should not be approved .

Metropolitan Strategy 2036 mentions a sustainable Sydney, protecting our natural
environment.

coal seam Gas mining is not ecologically sustainable. lt does not conserve our water
supply, on which life depends on.

Coal Seam Gas mining in our water catchment areas should not be allowed. Weshould lity and quantity of water available to the people ofMetrop e up approximately 63% of the total NSW population and
not be g it in any way. I am concerned that coal seam gasmining es our water supply.

AGL's estimated that only about 5% of NSW's gas will be produced from the Camden
Gas Project. How much water will be wasted or contaminated for this production?

Life does not depend on gas but life does depend on water.

I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to mine for coal seam gas (CSG) in
campbelltown and camden. AGL's past breaches of its licence conditions should be
taken into account. lt is reasonable to expect that the conditions attached to any future
development consent would not be obeyed. This application should not be approved.

I acknowledge that my name only will appear on my submission when publicly
exhibited.

Yours sincerely

Renate Pacione
lngleburn NSW 2565



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:
Attachments

"Renate" <renatepacione@bigpond.com>
p I a n_com m e nt@ pl a n n i n g. n sw. gov. a u ; re n @sfs i n t. co m
1211812012 5:02 pm
Fw: Letter relevant as an objection to Project Application 09_0048
Metropolitan Strategy Submission 290612.pdf

Please find attached a Letter to Metro Strategy Team this letter reflects
lngleburn Community Association lnc's view on coal seam gas mining and therefore
is relevant to be included as an objection to Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application
09 0048

Regards

Renate Pacione - Member
lngleburn Community Association lnc.

From: Renate
Sent: Friday, June 29,201210:12 AM
To: metrostrategy@planning. nsw.gov.au
Cc: cam pbelltown@parliament. nsw.gov.au
Subject: Metropolitan Strategy 201 2 Submission

To the Metropolitan Strategy Team,

Please find attached the lngleburn Community Associations lnc.'s Submission.
Our Contact details have been left off the Submission but are as follows

P.O Box 113
lngleburn NSW 2565

Ph: 02 9605 9523

Regards

Renate Pacione - Secretary
lngleburn Community Association lnc.



Inglebunr Comrnunity

29th Iune 2012

Metro Strategy Team
PO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2O()I
Emailed 29/06112

Metropolitan Strategy - SUBMISSION

The Inglebum Community Association Inc. consists of Inglebum residents. Members
ofou¡ association have veiwed the document Sydney over the next 20 years- A
Discussion Paper May 2012.

Please find below our answers to questions raised in the discussion paper

Housing our growing population.

The Strategy should continue to focus on the greenfield housing in the South West
and North West Growth Centres and not on development in existing areas.
The Strategy should not identify a role for the NSW Government to facilitate housing
development in existing areas.
Affordable (Rental) Housing will be available only if returns on investment properties
are attractive. The Strategy can't control sufficient supply.

Providing jobs and economic opportunities.

We be lieve there is no need for the Strategy to focus on new industrial land or
Business Parks (Office Based employment) in our LGA (Carnpbelltown), we have
suffîcient existing areas.

Providing efficient transport networks.

We think it is a good idea that the NSW Long Term Transport Master Plan and the
Metropolitan Strategy are being developed concurrently.

G¡
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2 Ingleburn Community
Assoeiatiol Ine.

Providing the infrastructure we need.

The NSW Govemment should be identified in the Strategy for bearing the cost of new
infrastructure in growth areas.

Providing equitable access to a great lifestyle.

The Strategy can protect areas that are important to the local community, in our LGA
this would bethe Scenic Hills, the Georges River and its catchment areas.

Protecting oúr environment and building resilience to natural hazards.

The Metropolitan Strategy can protect the natural environment by not allowing coal
seam gas mining.

Protecting productive rurâl and resource lands.

The Strategy should protect Sydney's rural landscape and water catchment areas by
protecting the water table and not allowing any coal seam gas mining.

Connecting the regions.

No Comment.

Delivering the Strategy.

We would like to see an annual Metropolitan Strategy Update published.

We look forward to the draft strategy.
Yours sincerely,

Mr Kerry Porter - Chairperson
Ingleburn Community Association Inc.

t
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From: '

To:
Date:
Subject:

Roger Packham <R.packham@uws.edu.au>
<plan_com ment@plan ning. nsw, gov.au>
1211712012 B:41 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS: 17 James Ruse Close, Windsor, NSW 2756

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 0g 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Roger Packham



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Bali Padda <balipadda@gmail.com>
<pla n_com ment@plan n i n g. nsw. gov. a u >
1211812012 9:43 am
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 0g 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Bali Padda
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Peter Page <pageo@optusnet.com.au>
<plan_comment@planning. nsw.gov.au>
1211712012 4:08 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS: 133 Baptist Street, Redfern NSW 2016

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Peter Page



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Lesley Palma <1p84827 @gmail.com>
<plan_com ment@planning. nsw.gov.au>
1211312012 5:00 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

PO Box 803
Airlie Beach Qld 4802

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Lesley Palma



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

David M Palmer <dmpalmer@skymesh.com.au>
<plan_com ment@planning. nsw.gov,au>
1211312012 5:39 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

331 Sth Pumpenbil Road
via Tyalgum NSW 2484

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

I CONCUR WITH THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IN ITS ENTIRETY!

Additionally, I would like to remind you that we are on the edge of an environmental
calamity that is nearly unimaginable. lf ,as seems more and more likely, the planet
undergoes a temperature increase of 6 degrees C by the end of the century, our great grandchildren,
if they survive the collapse of civilisation, will huddle in their
underground bunkers and curse us for the fools we have become.

We need to urgently STOP the extraction of carbon fuels and INVEST in renewable
energy infrastructure. I spent many years conducting mineral exploration for miners.
I can tell you with authority that miners and especially the fraccers are robber barons
who care nothing for our society our civilisation or the people. STOP them before
they destroy our land our health and our future. For Gods sake STOP THEM NOW!

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.
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To:

Mining and lndustry Projects
Depaftment of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2OO1-

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to mine for coal seam gas (CSG) in Campbelltown
and Camden. The key reasons for my objection are stated below.

I am concerned that CSG mining is a technologícally-evolving industry whose impacts have not
been independently and scientifically fully researched and remain largely unknown. This view
is supported by professional organisations and academics in evidence to the NSW Upper
House and Senate lnquiries into Coal Seam Gas Mining in 201-1 and by subsequent research
here and overseas. We have had to rely on the industry for much of our information when the
industry has a vested interest in the outcome. AGL is no different. lt claims that the Camden
Gas Project has been safely operating for 10 years. Yet we understand that impacts on
groundwater and air quality have not been adequately monitored, and while AGL has been
operating under an Environmental Protection Licence (EPL No. 12OO3l, it has been allowed to
self-monitor its complîance, self-investigate incidents and self-report such that we do not
l<now what true impacts it may have had. Third party consultants and external laboratories
that are engaged and paid for by the industry are not independent Nor is any funded or co-
funded research by the CSG mining industry. These lessons should have been learnt with
asbestos in Australia and with 'Big Tobacco' in the USA. The National Water Commission in its
Position Statement (3'd December 2010) said that impacts may emerge over a long time
period. I am deeply concerned that the costs of unforeseen problems will be borne by the
community and taxpayers after AGL is long gone from the area. This is grossly irresponsible.

Doctors for the Environment Australia claims that health impacts from CSG mining have not
been assessed. Preliminary research from Queensland (e.g. by Southern Cross University in
Tara) and overseas is deeply concerning, especially where fracking has been used. As at
December 20L1,,85% of the production wells in the Camden Gas Project had been fracked
(evídence from the NSW Upper House lnquiry) with inadequate monitoring of its impacts on
water in particular. AGL claims that the use of horizontal wells in the proposed Stage 3 will
reduce the need for fracking, but it seems that this is not entirely true since it has reserved the
right to fracl< these wells in the future if/when the technology becomes available. The size of
the proposed well clusters and any fracking of horizontal wells are both new and untested
here. lt will therefore be entirely experimental with unknown outcomes on health and
property including the possibility of subsidence under so many urban properties.

I am also concerned about evidence from Queensland and overseas on air quality and the
cumulative impact of AGL's expansion into an area that already experiences incidents of
unacceptable levels of air pollution (ozone and fine particles) associated with respiratory
problems (NSW Environmental Protection Authority). AGL's past performance gives no
confidence that it has not already contributed to this or that ít can be managed in the future,
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having admítted in August this year that it had not conducted continuous air monitoring at its

Rosalind Park Gas Treatment Plant for three years in breach of its EPL No.12003,

Allowing CSG mining in areas that are not zoned for heavy industry undermines zoning controls
and confidence in the planning process, and creates severe land use conflicts, economic
instabílity and inequity, lt will disrupt religious communities whose vocations have so far been
protected by the Scenic Hills zoning; it will place undue burden on small rural allotments
whose capacity to cope is severely reduced by size (thereby threatening the survival of the
entire historic Scenic Hills), and it is unsightly and unsafe in urban areas with a potential

escalation in CSG mining incidents and accidents associated w¡th the more intense urban

activity (traffic, people etc,), the presence of children, and potential for vandalism. The

consequent impact on land and house values for existing land and home owners may be

devastating. For many people the home is their largest asset and is often leveraged to support
small business. Any devaluation by bank assessors may destroy livelihoods and life savings.

I do not believe that the NSW Government's new regulations for CSG mining will ensure its

safe operation here. As the only commercially producing CSG field in NSW, the Camden Gas

Project has already been operating under consent conditions. Yet the NSW Government has

not been able to ensure compliance, as evidenced by on-going breaches by AGL of its licence

conditions, and the discovery of incidents that might not have been reported were it not for
community vigilance, such as the Sugarloaf well incident in May 2OI1.in Menangle that
allowed well contents to drift over Sydney's water channel and to nearby Glen Alpine houses.

The proposal poses risks to Sydney's water in general and to the South West in particular that
have not been adequately assessed, While AGL claims that the geology oJ the Sydney Basin is

well known, AGL's rationale for the constant modification of prior stages of the Camden Gas

Project seems to contradict this, as does its admission to the Scenic Hills Association that it
does not l<now where the aquifers here run to but probably Sydney Harbour. Potential impacts

on Sydney Harbour, on the nearby Sydney Water Catchment, and AGL's proposal to run its gas

gathering pipeline along Sydney's Upper Canal on public land are unacceptable risks to
Sydney's water, and are an abuse of public property for the benefit of private investors.

AGL will continue to produce about 5% of NSW's gas from the Camden Gas Project according
to evidence it gave under oath at the NSW Upper House lnquiry. The risks and potential costs

to the community do not justify this, particularly since 150,000+ people already live and work
in the immediate affected area, and this is in Sydney's south west growth corridor, lt is socially,

environmentally and economically unjustified, and has no social licence to operate here,

I acknowledge that my name will appear on my submission when publicly exhibited.

Yours sincerely

Name

Address (
4

J-
I

IUð-
Signature ,r/
Date tt



ïo:
Mining and lndustry Projects
Department of Planning
GPO Box 39

SYDNEY NSW 2OO1

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

I object to AGL's project application 09 0048 to rnine for coal seam gas (CSG) in Campbelltown
and Camden. The key reasons for my objection are stated below.

I am concerned that CSG mining is a technologically-evolving industry whose impacts have not
been independently and scientifically fully researched and remain largely unknown. This view
is supported by professional organisations and academics in evidence to the NSW Upper
House and Senate lnquiries into Coal Seam Gas Mining in 2OLL and by subsequent research
here and overseas. We have had to rely on the industry for much of our information when the
industry has a vested interest in the outcome. AGL is no different. lt claims that the Camden

Gas Project has been safely operating for 10 years. Yet we understand that impacts on
groundwater and air quality have not been adequately monitored, and while AGL has been

operat¡ng under an Environmental Protection Licence (EPL No. 12003), it has been allowed to
self-monitor íts compliance, self-investigate incidents and self-report such that we do not
know whattrue impacts it may have had. Third party consultants and external laboratories
that are engaged and paid for by the industry are not índependent. Nor is any funded or co-
funded research by the CSG mining industry. These lessons should have been learnt with
asbestos in Australia and with 'Big Tobacco' in the USA. The National Water Commission ín íts
Posítíon Statement (3'd December 2010) saíd that impacts may emerge over a long time
period. I am deeply concerned that the costs of unforeseen problems will be borne by the
community and taxpayers after AGL is long gone from the area. This ís grossly írresponsible.

Doctors for the Environment Australia claims that health impacts from CSG mining have not
been assessed. Preliminary research from Queensland (e.g. by Southern Cross University in
Tara) and overseas is deeply concerning, especially where fracking has been used. As at
December zOLt,85% of the production wells in the Camden Gas Project had been fracked
(evidence from the NSW Upper House lnquiry) with inadequate monitoring of its impacts on
water in particular. AGL claims that the use of horizontal wells in the proposed Stage 3 will
reduce the need forfracking, but it seems that this is not entirely true since it has reserued the
right to frack ihese wells irr the fr.llure if/when tl-re technology beconres available. The size of
the proposed well clusters and any frackÌng of horizontal wells are both new and untested
here. lt will therefore be entírely experimental with unknown outcomes on health and
property including the possibility of subsidence under so many urban properties.

I am also concerned about evidence from Queensland and overseas on air quality and the
cumulative impact of AGL's expansion into an area that already experiences incidents of
unacceptable levels of air pollution (ozone and fine particles) associated with respiratory
problems (NSW Environmental Protection Authority). AGL's past performance gives no
confidence that it has not already contributed to this orthat it can be managed in the future,
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havíng admitted in August this year that it had not conducted continuous air monitoring at ¡ts

Rosalind Park Gas Treatment Plant for three years in breach of its EPL No.12003.

Allowing CSG mining in areas that are not zoned for heavy índustry undermines zoning controls
and confidence in the planning process, and creates severe land use conflicts, economic
instability and inequity. lt will disrupt religious communities whose vocations have so far been
protected by the Scenic Hills zoning; it will place undue burden on small rural allotments
whose capacity to cope is severely reduced by size (thereby threatening the survival of the
entíre historicScenic Hills), and itis unsightlyand unsafe in urban areaswith a potential
escalation in CSG mining incidents and accidents associated wíth the more intense urban
activity (traffic, people etc.), the presence of children, and potential for vandalism. The
consequent impact on land and house values for existing land and home owners may be
devastating. For many people the home is their largest asset and ís often leveraged to support
small business. Any devaluatíon by bank assessors may destroy lívelihoods and lífe savings.

I do not believe that the NSW Government's new regulations for CSG mining will ensure its
safe operation here. As the only commercially producing CSG fíeld in NSW, the Camden Gas

Project has already been operating under consent conditions. Yet the NSW Government has

not been able to ensure complíance, as evidenced by on-going breaches by AGL of its licence
condítions, and the discovery of incidents that might not have been reported were it not for
community vigilance, such as the Sugarloaf well incident in May 2011- in Menangle that
allowed well contents to drift over Sydney's water channel and to nearby Glen Alpine houses.

The proposal poses risks to Sydney's water in general and to the South West in particular that
have not been adequately assessed. While AGL claims that the geology of the Sydney Basin is
well known, AGL's rationale for the constant modífication of prior stages of the Camden Gas

Project seems to contradict this, as does its admission to the Scenic Hills Associat¡on that it
does not know where the aquifers here run to but probably Sydney Hørbour. Potential impacts
on Sydney Harbour, on the nearby Sydney Water Catchment, and AGL's proposal to run its gas

gathering pípeline along Sydney's Upper Canal on public land are unacceptable risks to
Sydney's water, and are an abuse of public property for the benefit of private investors.

AGL wíll only ever produce about 5% of NSWs gas from the Camden Gas Project according to
evídence it gave under oath at the NSW Upper House lnquiry. This does not justífy the risks

and potential costs to the community, particularly since 150,000+ people already live and work
ín the immediate affected area, and this ís in Sydney's south west growth corridor. lt is socially,
environmentally and economically unjustified, and has no social lícence to operate here.

I acknowledge that my name will appear on my submission when publicly exhibited.

Yours sincerely

Name Aû -\\
Address Co SI lñ

r\lsw 2ffiE
Signature / /-
Date 'l¿ltt
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From: Dimitra Papavasiliou <dimitrapap.avasiliouT4@gmail.com>
To: <plan_comment@planning.nsw.gov.au>
Datq 1211U201211:04 am
Subject: CoalSeam Gas Submisqion
Attachments: Coal S.eam Gas submission 2012,doex

To whom it may concern,
Attached is my submission for the proposed coal seam gas Camden project. I

hope you will include my thoughts and concerns to the decisions to be made.
Thank you,
Dimitra Papavasiliou



NSW Department of Planning

I would like to state our concerns around the proposed coal gas mining which
is to occur across Campbelltown lga. I am currently working with the most
vulnerable communities in Claymore, and would like to express my concerns
over this proposal. The detrimental impacts of the implementation of this
policy will present short term/long term costs for claymore residents.

Claymore, and its surrounding suburbs have been marginalised by past policy
decisions, including dislocation, minimal transportation, stagnant
redevelopment plans, and low to none significant health/social infrastructures,
including access to everyday shopping facilities (fresh fruit/vegetables).

This decision, if voted for, will reflect our inability to support our most
vulnerable and disadvantaged. lt will echo the continuous exploitation of the
most marginalised. Claymore with a large population of children and young
people (average age ¡s 20) will have a compromised water system, and may
have to deal with future health impacts, which have not been assessed.

Recent statístics and media attention, reflect the need to address and work to
improve social outcomes for future communities, including those who are less
likely to speak out, or may have become voiceless due to past experiences. We
must work together to ensure that we provide environmental and social
responsible decisions. Everyone has a right, no matter of their employment
status, sex, or cultural background to live in a healthy, safe and connected
community.

To say yes to Camden Gas Project, will subsequently be voting against these
rights.

Thank you and we hope you will take these thoughts in consideration when
making your decision.

Yours Sincerely,

Dimitra Papavasiliou



To:

Mining and lndustry Projects
Department of Planning
GPO Box 39

SYDNEY NSW 2OO1

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

I object to AGL's project application 09 0048 to mine for coal seam gas (CSG) in Campbelltown
and Camden. The key reasons for my objection are stated below.

lam concerned that CSG mining is a technologically-evolving industry whose impacts have not
been independently and scientifically fully researched and remain largely unknown. This view
is supported by professional organisations and academics in evidence tothe NSW Upper
House and Senate lnquiries into CoalSeam Gas Mining inTOIL and by subsequent research
here and overseas, We have had to rely on the industry for much of our information when the
industry has a vested interest ín the outcome. AGL is no different. lt claims that the Camden
Gas Project has been safely operating for 10 years. Yet we understand that impacts on
groundwater and air quality have not been adequately monitored, and while AGL has been
operating underan Environmental Protection Licence (EPLNo. 12003), it has been allowed to
self-monitor its compliance, self-investigate incidents and self-report such that we do not
know what true impacts it may have had. Third party consultants and external laboratories
that are engaged and paid for by the industry are not independent Nor is any funded or co-
funded research by the CSG mining industry. These lessons should have been learnt with
asbestos in Australia and with 'Bíg Tobacco'in the USA. The NationalWater Commission in its
Position Statement (3'd December 2010) said that impacts may emerge over a long time
period. I am deeply concerned that the costs of unforeseen problems will be borne by the '

community and taxpayers after AGL is long gone from the area. This is grossly irresponsible.

Doctors for the Environment Australia claims that health ¡mpacts from CSG mining have not
been assessed. Preliminary research from Queensland (e.g. by Southern Cross University in
Tara) and overseas is deeply concerning, especially where fracking has been used. As at
December zO'LL,85% of the production wells in the Camden Gas Project had been fracked
(evidence from the NSW Upper House lnquiry) with inadequate monitoring of its impacts on
water in particular. AGL claims that the use of horizontalwells in the proposed Stage 3 will
reduce the need for fracking, but it seems that this is not entirely true since it has reserved the
right to frack these wells in the future if/when the technology becomes available. The size of
the proposed well clusters and any fracking of horizontal wells are both new and untested
here. lt will therefore be entirely experimental with unknown outcomes on health and
property including the possibility of subsidence under so many urban properties.

lam also concerned about evidence from Queensland and overseas on air quality and the
cumulative impact of AGL's expansion into an area that already experiences incidents of
unacceptable levels of air pollution (ozone and fine particles) associated with respiratory
problems (NSW Environmental Protection Authority). AGL's past performance gíves no
confidence that it has not already contributed to this or that it can be managed in the future,
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having admitted in August this yearthat it had not conducted continuous air monitoring at its
Rosalind Park Gas Treatment Plant for three years in breach of its EPL No.12003.

Allowing CSG mining in areas that are not zoned for heavy industry undermines zoning controls
and confidence in the planning process, and createssevere land use conflicts, economic
instability and inequity. lt will disrupt religious communities whose vocations have so far been
protected by the Scenic Hills zoning; it will place undue burden on small rural allotments
whose capacity to cope is severely reduced by size (thereby threatening the survival of the
entire historic Scenic Hills), and it is unsightly and unsafe in urban areas with a potential
escalation in CSG mining incidents and accidents associated with the more intense urban
activity (traffic, people etc.), the presence of children, and potentialforvandalism. The
consequent impact on land and house values for existing land and home owners may be
devastating, For many people the home is their largest asset and is often leveraged to support
small business. Any devaluation by bank assessors may destroy livelihoods and life savings.

I do not believe that the NSW Government's new regulations for CSG mining will ensure its
safe operation here. As the only commercially producing CSG field in NSW, the Camden Gas

Project has already been operating under consent conditions. Yet the NSW Government has

not been able to ensure compliance, as evidenced by on-going breaches by AGL of its licence
conditions, and the díscovery of incidents that might not have been reported were it not for
community vigilance, such as the Sugarloaf well incident in May 20L'1, in Menangle that
allowed well contents to drift over Sydney's water channel and to nearby Glen Alpine houses

The proposal poses risks to Sydney's water ín general and to the South West ín particularthat
have not been adequately assessed. While AGL claims that the geology of the Sydney Bosin is

well known, AGL's rationale for the constant modification of prior stages of the Camden Gas

Project seems to contradict this, as does its admission to the Scenic Hills Association that it
does not know where the aquifers here run Tobut probobly Sydney Horbour. Potential impacts
on Sydney Harbour, on the nearby Sydney Water Catchment, and AGL's proposal to run íts gas

gather¡ng pipeline along Sydney's UpperCanalon public land are unacceptable risks to
Sydney's water, and are an abuse of public property for the benefit of private investors.

AGL will only ever produce about 5% of NSW's gas from the Camden Gas Project according to
evidence it gave under oath at the NSW Upper House lnquiry. This does not justify the risks

and potentialcosts to the community, particularly since 150,000+ people already live and work
in the immediate affected area, and this is in Sydney's south west growth corridor. lt is socially,

environmentally and economically unjustified, and has no social licence to operate here.

I acknowledge that my name will appear on my submission when publicly exhibited

Yours sincerely

Name V .,,r-\.j [? t n i-c-',
tq ß';.-¡tc.ri Av¿Address

Rc N¡ 5t.-' 23 b6
Signature

Date l8 t)-tL



(2011212012) Clay Preshaw - Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas Seite 1

From:
To:
Date:
Subject

Simon Parsonage <katsi65@bigpond.com>
<plan_com ment@plan ning.nsw.gov.au>
12113120127:17 am
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.



(2011212012) Clay Preshaw - Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas Seite 1

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Tanya Pasfield <Tanyapasfield@optusnet.com.au>
<plan_com ment@plan ning. nsw. gov.au>
12117120127:13 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially ín urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Tanya Pasfield



From:
To:
Date:
Subject

Kathy Patch <boatharbour'1 957@hotmail.com>
<plan_com ment@plan ning. nsw. gov.au>
121181201210:59 am
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS: 81 Boatharbour Rd, Boatharbour 2480

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventioiral gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Kathy Patch



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Andrew Paterson <andrew.paterson@westnet.com.au>
<plan_com ment@planning. nsw.gov.au>
1211712012 5:42 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 0g 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and busínesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Andrew Paterson



From:
To:
Date:
Subject

brenton patterson <brentonpatterson@hotmail. com>
plan_com ment@planni ng. nsw. gov.au
1211812012 6:01 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 0g 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account fòr methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
brenton patterson



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Scott Patterson <scottapatterson@netspace. net.au >
<plan_com ment@planning. nsw.gov.au>
1211412012 5:20 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the hêalth and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.
Please consider the consequences of where decisions based on inadequate research have led us
introduction of cane toad, rabbit, fox, asbestos, cigerettes etc.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Scott Patterson



(2011212012) Clay Preshaw - Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas Seite I

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Michael Pawson <michaelpawson@bigpond.com>
<plan_com ment@plan ning. nsw.gov.au>
1211312012 7:19 am
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Michael Pawson



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Larissa Payne < larissapayn e7 7 7 @hotmail.com >
<plan_com ment@planning. nsw.gov.au>
12117120127:29 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS: 3/16 Forest Knoll Ave, Bondi Beach 2026

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Larissa Payne



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Mary-Joy Payten <mary-joy@bigpond.com>
< pla n_com ment@ pl a n n i n g. nsw. gov. au >
12114120122:47 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS: 4/17 Advance Place, Sunrise Beach, QLD 4567

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Mary-Joy Payten



From: Paul Payten <paul@geeni.net>
To: <plan_comment@planning.nsw.gov.au>
Date: 1211312012 8:30 pm
Subject: Greater Western Sydney is too valiable to Sacrifice to Coal Seam Gas

58 Wallaga Lake Rd
Bermagui2546

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission. Even if they do not own the resources below their homes, the exploration and the
extraction processes negatively impacts their environment and amenity.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Paul Payten



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Graeme Peake <graemelangley@gmail.com>
plan_com ment@planning.nsw. gov.au
1211912012 4:57 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 0g 0049

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drillfor coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the communìty to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Graeme Peake



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:
Attachments:

"Kerry Pearson" <basenji@m2data.com.au>
<plan_com ment@plan nin g. nsw. gov.au>
1211612012 7:58 pm
AGL Coal Seam Gas project application 09_0048
AGL Coal Seam Gas protest..pdf;AGL Coal Seam Gas protest page 2.pdf

Kind regards

Kerry Pearson

12 Merino Drive
Elderslie NSW
Sydney
AUSTRALIA 2570
Phone 024658177
Mobile 0448406044

This email and any attachments contain confidential and / or privileged
information. This information is intended solely for the individual or
entity named herein. lf the reader of this email is not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, disclosure, storage,
dissemination, or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited.
lf you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender
immediately by return email, and delete the message from your computer. As
the intended recipient, you acknowledge that emails transmitted over the
lnternet may be subject to hacking or unauthorised interferences. lf in
doubt as to the form in which this message was originally transmitted,
please verify directly with the sender.

Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent
sending or receiving certain types of file attachments. Check your e-mail
security settings to determine how attachments are handled.



To:
Mining and lndustry projects

Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2OO1

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Pro¡ect Appl¡cet¡on 09 fi)48

I object to AGL'S project appl¡cation 09-0048 to mine for coal seam gas (csG) in campbelltown
and Camden. The key reasons for my objection are stated below.

I am concerned that csc mininB is a technologically-evolving industry whose impacts have not
been ¡ndependently and scientifically fully researched and remain largely unknown. This view
is suppofted by professional organisations and academics in evidence to the NSW Upper
House and Senate lnquiries into Coal Seam Gas Mining in 2011 and by subsequent research
here and overseas. we have had to rely on the industry for much of our information when the
industry has a vested interest in the outcome. AGL is no different. lt claims that the camden
Gas Project has been safely operating for 10 years. yet we understand that impacts on
groundwater and air qualþ have not been adequaæly monitored, and while AGL has been
operating under an Environmental Protect¡on Licence (EpL No, 12003), ¡t has been allowed to
self-monitor its complìance, self-investigate incidents and self-report such that we do not
know what true ¡mpacts it may have had, Third party consultants and external laboratories
that are engaged and paldfor by the industry are notîndependent Nor is any funded or co-
funded research by the CSG m¡n¡ng industry. These lessons should have been learnt with
asbestos in Australla and with 'Big Tobacco' in the USA. lhe Nat¡onal Water Commiss¡on in ¡ts
Position Statement (3'd December 2010) said that impacts may emerge over a long time
period. I am deeply concerned that the costs of unforeseen problems will be borne by the
community and taxpayers after AGL is long gone from the area. This is grossly irresponsible.

Doctors for the Environment Australia claims that health impacts from CSG mining have not
been assessed. Preliminary research from Queensland (e.g. by Southern Cross University in

Tara) and overseas is deeply concerning, especially where fracking has been used As at
December 2011,85% ofthe production wells in the Camden Gas Project had been fracked
(evidence from the NSW Upper House lnquiry) with inadequate monitoring of ¡ts impacts on
water ¡n particular. AGL claims that the use of horizontal wells in the proposed Stage 3 will
reduce the need for fracking, but it seems that this is not entire¡y true s¡nce it has reserved the
r¡ght to frack these wells in the future if/when the technology becomes available. The size of
the proposed well clusters and any fracking of horizontal wells are both new and untested
here. lt wlll therefore be entirely experimental with unknown outcomes on health and
property includlng the possib¡l¡ty of subsidence under so many urban properties.

I am also concerned aboutevidence from Queenslend and overseas on air qualÌty and the
cumulative impact of AGL'S expansion into an area thet already experiences inc¡dents of
unacceptable levels of air pollution (ozone and flne particles) associated with respiratory
problems (NSW Environmental Protection Authority). AGL's past performance gives no
confidence that it has not already contr¡buted to th¡s or that it can be managed in the future,



2

having admitted in Außust th¡s year that it had not conducted continuous air monitoring at ¡ts
Rosalind Park Gas Treatment Plant for three years in breach of its EPL No.12003.

Allowing CSG mining in areas that are not zoned for heavy industry underm¡nes zoninB controls
and confldence in the planning process, and creates severe land use conflicts, economic
¡nstabilitv and inequity. lt will disrupt religious communities whose vocations have so far been
protected by the Scenic Hílls zonlng; it will place undue burden on smâll rural allotments
whose capacltyto cope is severely reduced bV size (therêbythreeteningthe survival ofthe
entire historic Scenic Hills), and it ¡s uns¡ghtly and unsafe in urban areas with a potential
escalation in CSG mining incidents and accidents associated with the more intense urban
activity (traffic, people etc.), the presence ofchlldren, and potential for vandalism. The
conseguent impact on land and house values for existing land and home owners may be
devastating. For many people the home is their largest asset and is often leveraged to support
small busìness. Any devaluation by bank assessors may destroy l¡velihoods and life savings.

I do not believe that the NSW Government's new regulatlons for CSG mining will ensure its
safe operation here. As the only commercially producing CSG field in NSW, the Camden Gas
Project has already been operating under consent cond¡t¡ons. Yet the NSW Government has
not been able to ensure compliance, as evidenced by on-going breaches by AGL of its licence
conditions, and the discovery of incidents that m¡ght not have been reported were it not for
community vigilance, such as the Sugarloaf well incident in May 2011 in Menangle that
allowed well contents to drift over Sydney's water channel and to nearby Glen Alpine houses.

The proposal poses risks to Sydney's water in general and to the South West in particular that
have not been adequately assessed. While AGL claims that the geology of the Sydney Bosin ìs

well known, AGf s rationale for the constant modification of pr¡or stages of the Camden Gas
Project seems to contradict this, as does its admission to the Scenic Hills Assoc¡ation that it
does not know where the aquifers here run to 6ut probøbly Sydney Horbour, potential impacts
on Svdney Harbour, on the nearby Sydney Water Catchment, and AGL's proposal to run its gas
gathering pipeline along Sydney's lJpper Canal on public land are unacceptable risks to
Sydney's water, and are an abuse of public property for the benefìt of private ¡nvestors.

AGL wlll only ever produce about 5% of NSW's gas from the Camden Gas Project according to
evidence it gave under oath at the NSW Upper House lnquiry. Thls does not justify the risks
and potential costs to the community, particularly since 150,000+ people already l¡ve and work
in the immediate affected area, and this is in Sydney's south west growth corridor. lt ¡s socially,
environmentally and economically unjustified, and has no soclal licence to operate here.

I acknowledge that my neme will appear on my submission when publicly exhibited.

Yours sincerely

Name ê4 ¡ Sa ¡'1/1, (e,
Address l2 ¡tt¿íroo .l¡,v < Et,:¿ptt, t ilíu,( f-lz¿

Slgnature

Date /6 l2



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Will Pearson <leowill.pearson@live.com>
<pla n_com ment@ pla n n i n g. nsw. gov.au>
12112120127:46 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please a'ccept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Will Pearson



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Julia Peddie <design@juliapeddie.com>
< pla n_com ment@ plan n i n g. nsw. gov. au>
1211712012 7:38 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS: 30 Stanley Street Toora Vic 3962

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drillfor coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Julia Peddie



From:
To:
Date:
Subject

Myfanwy Peebles <myfanwy23@bigpond.com>
< pla n_com ment@ plan ni n g. nsw. gov. au >
1211712012 5:37 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 0g 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission,

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coaf Seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drílling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Myfanwy Peebles



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Martin Penicka <Martinpenicka@yahoo.com.au>
<plan_com ment@plan ning. nsw. gov.au>
1211712012 9:38 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_004B to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production weJls on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be'undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Martin Penicka



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Sandra Penicka <sandrapenicka@gmail.com>
<plan_com ment@planning. nsw. gov.au>
1211712012 5:33 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.



htp : //majorproj ects.planning,rsw gov.aulindex.pl?action:view su...

New South Wales Government
Depaftment of Planning
Skip to content
Home > Development Assessments > Maior Project Assessments

Evelyn Peninton, of Campbelltown NSW, made the
following submission on the project:
Camden Gas Proiect Staqe 3 Northe nsron
À

Objects to this project
December 72,20L2

Evelyn Peninton
23 Manning st,
Campbelltown 2560

Mining and Industry Projects
Depaftment of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2OO1

Sent by email to plan_comment@planning.nsw.gov.au [Delete this if sending by fax
or maill

Dear Sir/Madam,

RE: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to mine for coal seam gas in
Campbelltown and Camden. The reasons for my objection are stated below.

I am concerned that CSG mining is a technologically-evolving industry whose impacts
haúe not been independently and scientifically fully researched and remain largely
unknown. This view is supported by professional organisations and academics in
evidence to the NSW Upper House and Senate Inquiries into Coal Seam Gas Mining in
zOLt and by subsequent research here and overseas. We have had to rely on the
industry for much of our information when the industry has a vested interest in the
outcome. AGL is no different. It claims that the Camden Gas Project has been safely
operating for 10 years. Yet we understand that impacts on groundwater and air
quality have not been adequately monitored, and while AGL has been operating
under an Environmental Protection Licence (EPL No. 12003), it has been allowed to
self-monitor its compliance, self-investigate incidents and self-report such that we do
not know what true impacts it may have had. Third party consultants and external
laboratories that are engaged and paid for by the industry are not independent. Nor
is any funded or co-funded research by the CSG mining industry. These lessons
should have been learnt with asbestos in Australia and with 'Big Tobacco' in the USA.
The National Water Commission in its Position Statement (3rd December 2010) said
that impacts may emerge overa long time period. I am deeply concerned that the
costs of unforeseen problems will be borne by the community and taxpayers after
AGL is long gone from the area. This is grossly irresponsible.
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I am also concerned about evidence from Queensland and overseas on air quality and
the cumulative impact of AGls expansion into an area that already experiences
incidents of unacceptable levels of air pollution (ozone and fine particles) associated
with respiratory problems (NSW Environmental Protection Authority). AGL's past
performance gives no confidence that it has not already contributed to this or that it
can be managed in the future, having admitted in August this year that it had not
conducted continuous air monitoring at its Rosalind Park Gas Treatment Plant for
three years in breach of its EPL No.12003.
The proposal poses risks to Sydney's water in general and to the South West in
pafticularthat have not been adequately assessed. While AGL claims that the
geology of the Sydney Basin is well known, AGLs rationale forthe constant
modification of prior stages of the Camden Gas Project seems to contradict this, as
does its admission to the Scenic Hills Association that it does not know where the
aquifers here run to but probably Sydney Harbour. Potential impacts on Sydney
Harbour, on the nearby Sydney Water Catchment, and AGLs proposal to run its gas
gathering pipeline along Sydney's Upper Canal on public land are unacceptable risks
to Sydney's water, and are an abuse of public property for the benefit of private
investors.
AGL will only ever produce about 5% of NSW's gas from the Camden Gas Project
according to evidence it gave under oath at the NSW Upper House Inquiry. This does
not justify the risks and potential costs to the community, particularly since 150,000+
people already live and work in the immediate affected area, and this is in Sydney's
south west growth corridor. It is socially, environmentally and economically
unjustified, and has no social licence to operate here.
I acknowledge that my name will appear on my submission when publicly exhibited.

Please do what is right for our families and not for the pockets of these companies.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Evelyn Peninton

2 of2 l8ll2l20l2 5:12 PM



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Brenda Pennicuik <pennic@bluemaxx.com.au>
<plan_com ment@planning. nsw.gov.au>
12112120127:23 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drillfor coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Brenda Pennicuik



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Shelagh Pepper <sjpepper@gmaíl.com>
<plan_com ment@planning. nsw. gov.au>
1211312012 9:16 am
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

13 Mahogany Drive
Byron Bay
NSW 2484

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

This is a matter of principle. The people of Australia have not agreed to prioritising the interests of
resource extraction above all other economic and social interests. Neither have they agreed to the
gross misuse of scare water resources. Resource extraction is inappropriate in areas that are heavily
populated; near tourist destinations; on good agricultural land; and areas of outstanding natural
beauty.

As a resident of Northern New South Wales I write in solidarity with the people of Greater Western
Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Shelagh Pepper



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

grahame perkins <facejerkins@yahoo.com.au>
< pla n_com ment@ plan n i n g. nsw. gov.au >
1211712012 6:02 pm
Don't Sacrifíce Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of

, leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
grahame perkins



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Rob Perrens <robperrens@gmail.com >
<plan_com ment@plan ning. nsw.gov.au>
1211212012 9:54 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Rob Perrens



ïo:
Mining and lndustry Projects
Department of Planning
GPO Box 39

SYDNEY NSW 2001.

Dear Sîr/Madam

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0049

I object to AGL's project application 09-0048 to mine for coal seam gas (CSG) in Campbelltown
and Camden. The key reasons for my objection are stated below.

I am concerned that CSG mining is a technologically-evolving industry whose impacts have not
been independently and scientifically fully researched and remain largely unknown. This view
is supported by professional organisations and academics in evidence to the NSW Upper
House and Senate lnquiríes into Coal Seam Gas Mining in 2011 and by subsequent research
here and overseas. We have had to rely on the industry for much of our information when the
industry has a vested interest in the outcome. AGL is no different. lt claims that the Camden
Gas Project has been safely operating for 1-O years. Yet we understand that impacts on
groundwater and air quality have not been adequately monitored, and while AGL has been
operating under an Environmental Protection Licence (EPL No, 12003), it has been allowed to
self-monitor its compliance, self-investigate incidents and self-report such that we do not
know what true impacts it may have had, Thírd party consultants and external laboratories
that are engaged and paid for by the industry are not independent Nor is any funded or co-
funded research by the CSG mining lndustry. These lessons should have been learnt with
asbestos in Australia and with 'Big Tobacco' in the USA. The National Water Commission in its
Position Statement (3'd December 20L0) said that impacts may emerge over a long tíme
period. I am deeply concerned that the costs of unforeseen problems will be borne by the
community and taxpayers after AGL is long gone from the area. This is grossly lrresponsible.

Doctors for the Environment Australia claims that health impacts from CSG mining have not
been assessed. Preliminary research from Queensland (e.g. by Southern Cross University in
Tara) and overseas is deeply concerning, especially where fracking has been used. As at
December 2OLL,85% of the production wells in the Camden Gas Project had been fracked
(evidence from the NSW Upper House lnquiry) with inadequate monitoring of its impacts on
water in particular. AGL claims that the use of horizontal wells in the proposed Stage 3 will
reduce the need forfracking, but it seems that this is not entirely true since it has reserved the
right to frack these wells in the future if/when the technology becomes available. The size of
the proposed well clusters and any fracking of horîzontal wells are both new and untested
here. lt will therefore be entirely experimental with unknown outcomes on health and
property including the possibility of subsidence under so many urban properties,

I am also concerned about evidence from Queensland and overseas on air quality and the
cumulative impact of AGL's expansion into an area that already experiences incidents of
unacceptable levels of air pollution (ozone and fine particles) associated with respiratory
problems (NSW Environmental Protection Authority). AGL's past performance gives no
confidence that it has not already contributed to this or that it can be managed in the future,



2

having admitted in August this year that it had not conducted continuous air monitoring at its
Rosalind Park Gas Treatment Plant for three years in breach of its EPL No.L2003.

Allowing CSG mining in areas that are not zoned for heavy industry undermines zoning controls
and confidence in the planning process, and creates severe land use conflicts, economic
instability and ínequity. lt will disrupt religious communities whose vocatíons have so far been
protected by the Scenic Hílls zoning; it will place undue burden on small rural allotments
whose capacity to cope is severely reduced by size (thereby threatening the survival of the
entire historic Scenic Hills), and it is unsightly and unsafe in urban areas with a potential
escalation in CSG mining incidents and accidents associated with the more intense urban
activity (traffic, people etc.), the presence of children, and potential for vandalîsm. The
consequent impact on land and house values for existing land and home owners may be
devastating. For many people the home is their largest asset and is often leveraged to support
small business. Any devaluation by bank assessors may destroy livelihoods and life savings.

I do not believe that the NSW Government's new regulations for CSG mining will ensure its
safe operation here. As the only commercially producing CSG field in NSW, the Camden Gas
Project has already been operating under consent conditions. Yet the NSW Government has
not been able to ensure compliance, as evidenced by on-going breaches by AGL of its licence
conditions, and the discovery of incidents that might not have been reported were it not for
community vigilance, such as the Sugarloaf well incident in May 2011 in Menangle that
allowed well contents to drift over Sydney's water channel and to nearby Glen Alpine houses.

The proposal poses risks to Sydney's water in general and to the South West in particular that
have not been adequately assessed. While AGL claims that the geology of the Sydney Basin is
wellknown, AGL's rationale forthe constant modification of príor stages of the Camden Gas

Project seems to contradict this, as does its admission to the Scenic Hills Association that it
does not know where the aquifers here run to but probably Sydney Harbour. Potential impacts
on Sydney Harbour, on the nearby Sydney Water Catchment, and AGL's proposal to run íts gas
gathering pipeline along Sydney's Upper Canal on public land are unacceptable risks to
Sydney's water, and are an abuse of public property for the benefit of private investors.

AGL will continue to produce about 5% of NSW's gas from the Camden Gas Project according
to evidence it gave under oath at the NSW Upper House lnquiry. The risks and potential costs
to the community do not justify this, particularly since 150,000+ people already five and work
in the immed¡ate affected area, and this is in Sydney's south west growth corridor. lt is socially,
environmentally and economically unjustified, and has no social licence to operate here.

I acknowledge that my name will appear on my submission when publicly exhibited.

Yours sincerely

Name To.r., Pe t-c{,r
Address 6 Ty saLl R cl

V....i i r-t t.¡rr; .LÇÌI
Signature

Date J 1t rt-
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Keren Peter <kerenpeter@rocketmail.com>
<pla n_com ment@ pl an n in g. nsw. gov.au >
1211712012 6:50 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS: 52b glen rd ourimbah

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the QueensJand and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Keren Peter



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Lysa Peters <paddli ngpri mates@iinet. net.au>
< plan_com ment@ pl a n n i n g. nsw. gov.au >
121131201211:33 am
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Lysa Peters



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Mary-Ellen Peters <mezza5555@gmail.com>
<plan comment@planning.nsw.gov.au>
1211512012 8:56 am
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MYADDRESS: URUNGA

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells. 

.
- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Mary-Ellen Peters



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:
Attachments:

"John Peterson" <Joh n. Peterson@redox.com>
plan_comment@planni ng. nsw. gov.au
1211812012337 pm
CAMDEN GAS PROJECT STAGE 3, PROJECT APPLICATION 09 OO48
image201 2-1 2-1 8-1 53649. pdf

Please accept my attached comments of objection to the above
development.

Regards,

John Peterson
lndustry Group Manager

Redox Pty Ltd I Sydney, Australia I Phone: +61-2-97333000 | Fax:
+61-2-97333111 | Mobile: 0402148 823 | Web: http://www.redox.com
< http ://www. red ox. com/>

All offers and contracts are subject to Redox Pty Ltd terms and
conditions of sale, a copy of which is available on our web site
<http://www.redox.com/ContenVpdf/RedoxTermsAndConditionsOfsaleAustralia
.pdf> , or on request. This message is intended for the use of the
indivídual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain
information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure
under applicable law. lf the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering this
message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is stricfly
prohibited. lf you have received this communication in error, please
notify us immediately by email reply.
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To:

Mining and lndustry Projects

Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2OO1

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09-0048

I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to mine for coal seam gas (CSG) in Campbelltown

and Camden. The kev reasons for my objection are stated below.

I am concerned that CSG min¡ng is a technologically-evolving industry whose impacts have not

been independently and scientifically fully researched and remain largely unknown. This view

is supported by professional organisations and academics in evidence to the NSW Upper

House and Senete lnquiries ¡nto Coal Seam Gas Mining in 2011 and bV subsequent research

here and overseas. We have had to rely on the industry for much of our information when the

industry has a vested interest in the outcome. AGL is no different. lt claims that the Camden

Gas Project has been safely operating for 10 years. Yet we understand that impacts on

groundwater and air quality have not been adequately rnonitored, and while AGL has been

operat¡ng under an Environmental Protection Licence (EPL No. 12003), it has been allowed to

self-monitor its compliance, self-investigate incidents and self-report such that we do not

know what true impacts it may have had. Third partv consultants and external laboratories

that are engaged and paid for by the industry are not independent. Nor is any funded or co-

funded research by the CSG min¡ng industry. These lessons should have been learnt with
asbestos in Austral¡a and with 'Big Tobacco' in the USA. The National Water Commission in its

Position Statem€nt (3'd December 2010) said that impacts may emerge over a long time

period. I am deeply concerned that the costs of unforeseen problems w¡ll be borne by the

community and taxpayers after AGL is long gone from the area. This Ís grossly irresponsible.

Doctors for the Environment Austrâlia cla¡ms that health impacts from CSG mining have not

been assessed. Preliminary research from Queensland (e,g. bv southern cross university in

Tara) and overseas is deeply concerning, especially where fracking has been used' As at

December zOtL,85%of the production wells in the Camden Gas Project had been fracked

(evidence from the NSW Upper House lnquiry) with inadequate mon¡toring of its impacts on

water in particular. AGL cla¡ms that the use of horizontal wells in the proposed stage 3 will

reduce the need for fracking, but ¡t seems that this is not entirely true since it has reserved the

flght to frack these wells ¡n the future if/when the technology becomes available The size of

the proposed well clusters and any fracking of horizontal wells are both new and untested

here. lt will therefore be entÎrely experimental with unknown outcomes on health and

property including the possibility of subsidence under so many urban properties'

I am also concerned abOUt evidence from Queensland and overseas on air quality and the

cumulativeimpactofAGL,sexpans¡onintoanareathatalreadyexperiencesincidentsof
unacceptable levels of air pollution (ozone and fine par.ticles) associated w¡th resp¡ratory

problems (NSw Environmental Protection Authoritv). AGL's past performance g¡ves no

confidence that it has not already contf¡buted to th¡s or that ¡t can be managed in the future,
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having admitted in August this year that it had not conducted continuous a¡r monitor¡ng at ¡ts

Rosalind Park Gas Treatment Plant for three years in breach of its EPL No.12003'

Allowing CSG mining in areas that are not zoned for heavy ¡ndustry undermines zoning controls

and confidence ln the planning process, and creates severe land use conflicts, economic
instability and inequity. lt will disrupt religious communities whose vocations have so far been
protected by the Scenic Hills zoning; itwill place undue burden on small ruralallotments
whose capacity to cope is severely reduced by size (thereby threatening the survival of the
entire hístoric Scenic Hills), and it ¡s unsightlyand unsafe in urban areas w¡th a potential
escalation in CSG mining incidents and accidents assoc¡ated with the more intense urban

activity (traffic, people etc.), the presence of children, and potential for vandalism. The

consequent impact on land and house values for existing land and home owners may be

devastating. For many people the home is their largest asset and is often leveraged to support
small business. Any devaluation by bank assessors may destrov livelihoods and life savings.

I do not believe that the NSW Government's new regulations for CSG mining will ensure its
safe operation here. As the only commercially producing CSG field in NSW, the Camden Gas

Project has already been operating under consent conditions. Yet the NSW Government has

not been able to ensure compliance, as evidenced by on-going breaches by AGL of its licence
cond¡tions, and the discovery of incidents that might not have been reported were it not for
com munity vigilance, such as the Sugarloaf well incident in May 2011 in Menangle that
allowed well contents to drift over Sydney's water channel and to nearby Glen Alpine houses.

The proposal poses risks to Sydney's water in general and to the South West in particular that
have not been adequately assessed. While AGL claims that the geology of the Sydney Basin is
well known, AGL's rationale forthe constant modification of prior stages of the Camden Gas
Project seems to contradict this, as does its admiss¡on to the Scenic Hills Association that it
does not know where the aquifers here run to but probably Sydney Horbour. Potential impacts
on Sydney Harbour, on the nearby Sydney Water Catchment, and AGL's proposal to run its gas

gathering pipeline along Sydney's Upper Canal on public land are unacceptable risks to
Sydney's water, and are an abuse of public property for the benefit of private investors.

AGL will only ever produce about 5% of NSW's gas from the Camden Gas Project according to
evidence it gave under oath at the NSW Upper House lnquiry. This does notjustify the risks
and potential costs to the community, particularly since 150,000+ people already live and work
in the immediate affected area, and this is in Sydney's south west growth corridor. lt is socially,
environmentally and economically unjustified, and has no social licence to operate here.

I acknowledge that my name will appear on my submission when publicly exhibited.

Yours sincerely

to
Name

Address

Signature

Date



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Stuart Philip <sphilp@helpinghand.org.au>
< pla n_com ment@plan ni n g. nsw. gov.au >
12113120121:32 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Stuart Philip



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Max Phillips <phillips. max@gmail.com>
< pla n_com ment@plan n i n g. nsw. gov.au>
1211312012 9:31 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

62 HillStreet
Marrickville NSW 2204

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drillfor coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Max Phillips



Pres ney to Coal Gas

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Steve Phillips <sjphillips@fastmail.fm>
<plan_com ment@plan nin g.nsw. gov.au>
1211712012 3:53 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Steve Phillips



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Chamundi Phoenix <Phoenixtcm@gmail.com>
<plan_com ment@plan ning. nsw.gov.au>
1211812012 B:54 am
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 0g OO4g

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the þroposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values wíthin and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account fór methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment,

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Chamundi Phoenix
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Paul Pickering <amsolutions2@hotmail.com>
<plan_com ment@plan ning. nsw.gov.au>
12117120127:12 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Paul Pickering



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Glenda Pickersgill <pickerg@bigpond.com>
<pla n_com ment@plan n i n g. nsw. gov.au >
121121201211 :11 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

1865 Mary Valley Rd
Kandanga 4570:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research f¡om Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Glenda Pickersgill
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ïo:
Mlnlng and lndustry projects

Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2OO1

Dear Sír/Madam

Re: Camden Gas project Stage 3, project Application 09_0048

l object to AGL'S project application 09_0049 to mine for coal seam gas (csG) in campbelltown
and Camden. The key reasons for my objection are stated below.

r am concerned that csG mining is a technorogicaily-evolvíng industry whose impacts have notbeen independently and scientifically fully researched and remain largely unknown. This view
is supported by professionar organisations and academics in evidence to the NSW upper
House anci senête rnquirres into coar seam Gas Mining in 20i.1and by subsequent research
here and overseas' we have had to rely on the índustry for much of our information when theindustry has a vested interest in the outcome. AGL is no different. lt claims that the camden
Gas Project has been safery operating for 10 years. yet we understand that impacts ongroundwater and air qualíty have not been adequately monitored, and while AGL has beenoperating under an Environmentar protect¡on Licence (EpL No. 12003), it has been ailowed toself-monítor its cornpriance, serf-invest¡gate incidents and serf-report such that we do not .

know whattrue impacts it may have had. Third party consultants and external laboratories
that are engaged and paid for by the industry are not índependent. Nor is any funded or co_funded research by the csc mining industry. These lessons shourd have been rearnt with
asbestos În Australia and with 'Big Tobacco' in the usA. The National water commission in itsPosit¡on statement (3'd December 20i.0) said that ¡mpacts may emerge over a fong timeperiod. I am deeply concerned that the costs of unforeseen problems will be borne by thecommunity and taxpayers after AGL is long gone from the area. This is grossly irresponsible.

pfoperty incruding the possibility of subsidence under so many urban properties.



¿

having admitted in August this year that lt had not conducted continuous air mon¡toring at its
Rosalind Park Gas Treatment Plant forthree years in breach of its EPL No.12003.

Allowing CSG mining Ìn areas that are not zoned for heavy índustry undermines zoning controls
and confidence in the planning process, and creates severe land use conflicts, economic
instability and inequity. lt will disrupt religious communities whose vocations have so far been
protected by the Scenic HÍlls zoning; it will place undue burden on small ruraf allotments
whose capacity to cope is severely reduced by size (thereby threatening the survival of the
entire historic Scenic Hills), and it is unsightly and unsafe in urban areas with a potential
escalation in CSG mining incidents and accidents associated with the more lntense urban
activity (traffic, people etc.), the presence of children, and potential for vandalism. The
consequent impact on land and house values for existing land and home owners may be
devastating. For many people the home is their largest asset and is ofterr leveraged to support
small business. Any devaluation by bank assessors may destroy livelihoods and life savings.

I do not believe that the NSW Governmenf s new regulatlons for CSG mining will ensure its
safe operation here. As the only commercially producing CSG field in NSW, the Camden Gas
Project has alreaciy been operating under consent conditions. Yet the NSW Government has
not been able to ensure compiiance, as evidenced by on-going breaches by AGL of its licence
conditions, and the discovery of incidents that might not have been reported were It not for
community vigilance, such as the Suga rloäf well incident in May 20LL in Menangle that
allowed well contents to drift over Sydney's water channel and to nearby Glen Alpine houses

The proposal poses risks to Sydney's water in general and to the South West in particular that
have not been adequately assessed. While AGL claims that the geoiogy of the Sydney Bosin is
well known, AGL's rationale for the constant modification of prÌor stages of the Camden Gas
'Project seems to contradict this, as does ìts admission to the Scenic Hills Assoclation that it
does not know where the aquifers here run tobut probably Sydney Harbour, PotentÌal irnpacts
on Sydney Harbour, on the nearby Sydney Water Catchment, and AGL's proposal to run ¡ts gas
gathering pipeline along Sydney's Upper Canal on public land are unacceptable risks to
Sydney's water, and are an abuse of public propefty for the benefit of private investors.

AGL v,rill only ever produce about 5% of NSW's gas from the Camden Gas Project aceording to
evidence it gave under oath at the NSW Upper House lnquiry. This does not justiñ7 the risks
and potential costs to the community, particularly since L50,000+ people already live and work
in the ¡mmed¡ate affected area, and this ¡s in Sydney's south west growth corridor. lt is socially,
environmentally and economically unjustified, and has no social licence to operate here.

I acknowledge that my name will appear on my submission when publicly exhibited.

Yours sincerely

Nârne C I ?i(
Address 3l !,qreJ*\< st.s-t{ ct^.'.I c¡¡øq\<

llt\A/ 255o
Signature

ûate Itt I rt- 7 LO\



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Kerrie Pimm <pimm.kerrie@bigpond.com>
<plan_com ment@planning. nsw.gov.au>
1211712012 5:57 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

34 Daniel Drive, Goonellabah, NSW 2480

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gâs fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment. Houses near mine fields in the UK have blown up when a match was struck. Gas is
bubbling from the Condamine River in Queensland. Gas WILL be leaked, and people WILL get sick
and you don't have enough insurance to cover the legal and compensation costs.

- There are much better alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer
energy security without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas
extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Kerrie Pimm



From:
To:
Date:
Subject

Simon Pinn <simonpinn@googlemail.com>
<plan_com ment@plan ning. nsw.gov.au>
1211712012 4:14 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 0g 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account fòr methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Simon Pinn



(2011212012) Clay Preshaw - Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas Seite 1

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Victoria Pitel <vapitel@yahoo.co.uk>
< plan_com ment@plan n i n g. nsw. gov.au >
12117120127:11 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permrssron.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining qoal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Donna Plant <familyhousing@bigpond.com.au>
<plan_com ment@planning. nsw.gov.au>
121131201210:06 am
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.



(2011212012) Clay Preshaw - Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas Seite I

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

ian plant <backdeckmusic@gmail.com>
< pla n_com ment@ pla n n i n g. nsw. gov.au >
1211312012 6:18 am
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to aír quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few years. This will leave the community to deal with the impact
of leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

A R Polack <arpolack@live.com>
<plan_comment@planning. nsw. gov.au>
12112120127:27 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

Banyo QLD 4014

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
A R Polack



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Andrew Popple <a.e.popple@gmail.com>
< pla n_com ment@plan n in g. nsw. gov. au >
12113120127:25 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS: 2/25 Park Avenue, Auchenflower QLD 4066

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Andrew Popple





14th December 2ot2

Brian and Sandra Potts
2 St Davids Road Varroville NSW 2566

Mining and lndustry Projects
Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2OO1

Sent by email to plan comment@planning.nsw.gov.au

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

We object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to mine for coal seam gas in Campbelltown and
Camden. The reasons for our objection are stated below.

1 - Prove to me that the poisons you put into the ground have no effect on our water supply.

2 - Prove to me that the poisons you put into the ground have no effect on my long term health, my
children's health and my grand children's health.

3 - Prove to me that the poisons you put into the ground will not escape up into the air and make
our air quality much worse than what it is in Campbelltown.

4 - What have you in place NOW that when you pollute our water supply you will be able to return it
back to what it was and safe to drink.

5 - Have you got in place NOW compensation so as to pay the price for our properties what it should
be at the time when the values of our properties drop due to the destruction of the area by gas
wells, trucks, bad water, poor air quality and sickness to our children?

6 - Barry O'Farrell "A few household chemicals" only being used in fracking. I notice all of those
chemicals have warnings on them as a hazard to health.

Yours sincerely

Brian and Sandra Potts



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:
Attachments:

marylou potts <marylou.potts@iinet.net.au>
plan_com ment@planning. nsw.gov.au
1211812012 3:42 pm
09_0048 MLPPL objection to proposed AGL CGP project
Submission to Response to Submissions AGL CGP Stage 3.pdf

Dear Planning,

Please find attached MLPPL's submission in response to Submissions and amended Development
Application of AGL.

Faithfully,

Marylou Potts

Director & Principal
Marylou Potts Pty Ltd (MLPPL) is an incorporated legal practice
113b Carabella Street, Kirribilli 2061e ml@mlppl.com.au
t +61 2 80124994
m 0411 340775
w www.mlppl.com.au
skype marylou.potts

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation. Legal
Practitioners employed by Marylou Potts Pty Ltd are members of the scheme.

This email is intended only to be read or usêd by the addressee. lt is confidential and may contain
legally privileged information. lf you are not the intended recipient, any use, distribution, disclosure or
copying of this email is strictly prohibited.

Confidentiality and legal privilege attached to this communication are not waived or lost by reason
of the mistaken delivery to you. lf you have received this email in error, please delete it and notify us
immediately by telephone or email.



Submission on the Response to Submissions and amended Development Application of AGL
Project applicâtion No. 09_0048

Marylou Potts Pty Ltd objects tothe proposed project. The reasons for the objection are set out in this submission

by Marylou Potts Pty Ltd (MLPPL)
Ari incorporatêd legal practise
December 2012

MLPPL submiss¡on in ræporÀse to submìssions and amended Development Appl¡cat¡on Dæ2012

December 2012 @ Marylou Potts Pty Ltd!
Tuesday, 18 December 2012
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IVILPPL submission in response to submissions and amended Development Appl¡cation Dec 2012

Executive summary

AGL fails to address MLPPL'S issues raised in relation to Stages I and 2 of the CGP

Marlou Poüs Pty-Ltd's (MLPPL)Submission argued there should beno development consentforStage 3,the Northern Expansion, unl¡l afull groundwater studyhas been conducted
onthe groundwater in Stages l and 2of the Camden Gas Project (CGP)that iswithin Petroleum Production Leases (PPL) 1,2and4, which demonstrates there has been nopollution
orcontamination caused ìn Stages 1 and or2 ofthe CGP.

AGL Upstream lnvestments Pty Ltd (AGL) has responded by outlining its groundwater assessment for the Stage 3 Northem Expansion. lt has not responded at all to the issues raised
by MLPPL orproposed to do anything to enlighten either Govemment orthe community conceming whether ornot Stages '1 and or2 have caused pollution orcontam¡nation of
groundwater.

AGL refers to Phases I and 2 Groundwater Assessment, and its Groundwater Management Plan (GMP). Phases 1 and 2 a¡e irrelevant to the submission made by MLPPL as they
relate only to Stage 3 areas ¡n PPLs and parts of PEL2, whereas MLPPL'S submiss¡on relates to PPL'S 'l , 2 and 4.

Further, the GMP admits alpara 5.2.2

| "Cunently no dedicated mon¡toñng bores have been ¡nstalled w¡thin deeper strata orthe olderfrelds ofthe CGP weif¡eld ... the opemt¡onal gas welis themselves are used".

chemicals from the gas wells. What is needed are dedicated monitoring bores monitoring the benefìcial water resources in the old gas fleld being in the areas of PPL'S 1, 2 and 4,
monitoring forthe drilling and fraccing chemicals utilìsed byAGL in the drilling and fraccing of those wells in PPL'S 1,2 and 4.

MLPPL goes on to argue that the groundwater assessment of PPL's 1 , 2 and 4 should be done by an independent expert, thal it should be directed by the NSW Office of Water (NOW)
and the results made lmmediately and publicly available (AGL should have no possible ability to w¡thhold, tamper with or modify those results).

PAC tems of reference need to be expanded

MLPPL seeks an amendment of the Planning Assessment Commission's Terms of Reference, such thal they include a requirement that before consideration of the granting of

and 4. Further, that if those chem icals are found ¡n the ground and or surface water in PPLS 1 ,2 and ot 4, that no development consent be g ranted for Stage 3 and AGL rehâbilitate
that water to its former condition

A more detailed response is set out below.

December 2012 O Marylou Potts Pty Ltd!
Tuesday, 18 December 2012
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Phase 1 Groundwater Assessment is irrelevant to MLPPL's submiss¡on
AGL æsponds by refening to a "Phase 1 Groundwater Assessmenl" which was undertaken for the project and is prov¡ded in
Appendix Bto this Submissions Report" That is inelevant to MLPPL's submission. The "Phase I Groundwater Assessment"
is not in PPL's 1 ,2 ot 4, but ¡n PPLS and parts of PEL 2 and only relates to Stage 3 Northem Expansion. Stating, in answer
to the issue, that an assessment has been done elsewhere, is not a proper response

The ¡nvestigat¡on needs to be made into the CGP Stages 1 and 2 arcas of PPLs 1, 2 and 4, before consent is given to
proceed in Stage 3

MLPPL commends AGL'S Phase '1 investigation and would seek that it be greatly expanded to include Stages 1 and 2 of the
CGP in addition to PPLs and PEL2 areas.

The Amended prgect area does not ¡nclude PPLS 1,2and4 and so is not relevant to MLPPL's submission.

Phase 2 Groundwater Assessment ¡s irrelevant to MLPPL'S subm¡ssion
AGL also refers to the 'Phase 2 Groundwater assessment". This assessment only relates to the Northern Expansion in PEL2
and PPLs. This is also not relevant to MLPPL's submission.

Groundwater Management Plan is irrelevant to MLPPL's submission
AGL also refers to its Groundwater Management Plan (GMP) in Append¡x D. Thìs states alpara 5.2.2 "Curently no
dedicated mon¡toing bores have been ¡nstalled with¡n deeper strata orthe olderfields ofthe CGP weilfield ... the operational
gas wel/s fhemse/ves are used".

Dedicated monitoring of operating gas wells ì/vill not determine if there has been migration of drilling and orfraccing
chemicals into the groundwater orsurface water ìn PPLS 1,2 or 4, What ¡s needed are dedicated monitoring bores
monitoring the beneficial water resources ¡n the old gas field, be¡ng ln the areas of PPL's 1,2 and 4, mon¡toring for the drilling
and fraccing chemicals utilised byAGL in the drilling and fracc¡ng of the wells in these .olderf¡elds', in PPL'S 1,2 and 4 AGL
admils this ¡s yet to occur. MLPPL argues this must occur to determine the status ofthose water resources so as to
demonstrate that AGL is not in breach of those PPLS, that its production activities are sofar safe, and thereby to justify an
expansionofitsactivities lnsteaditcurrentlyproposesnothingtoverifythatStages.land2havebeensafe.

Further, it is not clear in the GMP whether the monitoring is of the drilling and fraccing chemicals ut¡lised byAGL ln MLPPL's
v¡ew it is forthese chemicals, BTEX and methane that the monitoring needs to be underlaken, anything else would be
irrelevant.

MLP-01 argues it is yet to be
determined whether there has been
pollution orcontamination of
groundwater over the last 9 years in
PPLS 1, 2 and 4 areas because no
groundwaler monitoring has been
done in these areas.

MLP-01

I\TLPPL submission in response to subm¡ssions and amended Development Application Dec 20 12
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AGL respondb by referring to Phases 1 and 2 Groundwater assessment. Once again these assessments are not relevant to
MLPPL'S submission. Testing in another area completely does not answer the question. The assessment needs to be done in
PPL'S '1,2 and 4. Phases 1 and 2 Groundwater assessment only relate to the Northem expansion in PPLS The testing of
hydrochemistry and hydrauljc connectivity between the coal seams and the beneficial water resources needs to be
undertaken in PPLs .1,2 and 4.

Reference is also made to the GMP, however as already stated, AGL admjts no dedicated monitoring has been done in the
oldersitesofthesurfaceandgroundwaterresourcesinthosesites AGLdoesstateatpara52.2oftheGMpwhatitintends
to do, but the only action which appears of utility to the issue raised by MLPPL islhe "installation of a monitoing bore ¡nto
the shallow alluv¡um aqu¡fer .. (site yet to be identified )". A single mon iloring bore for th ree PPL areas would appear to be
an ¡nsufiicient and inadequate monÌtoring ofthe activities ¡n those three PPLS over the last 1o years of production.

MLPPL argues all waler sources in the PPL1, 2 aîd 4 areas should be identified and tested for the drilling and fraccing
chemicals utllised byAGL in the wells of these PPL areas. lf these chemicals are found, no expansion should be allowed until
it is demonstrated that these chemicals can be removed from the beneficial aquifers.

AGL responds by referring to Sections 3.4 and 3.5 of this submission report.

PaÊ3.4.1 of the Ma¡n Report states "AGLhas adetailed knowledge of the local geologytrom collect¡ng reliable data ..
consequently the hydrogeology ofthe Camden Gas Project area iswell understood." This statement is in d¡rect contradiction
to the GMP paÊ 5 2 2 quoted above.

Para 3.4.1 of the Main Report states to address the issues concerned AGL is undertaking Phase 1 and 2 and the GMP. We
remain with the issues raised above. No monitoring has been done ¡n the olderf¡elds to date and MLPPL argues that it
should be done to determìne whether ornot there has already been pollut¡on orcontamination caused by Phases I and or2
ofthe CGP.

AGL responds by stating il will not use BTEX chemicals Not using BTEX is only one of a myriad of potent¡al impacls on
groundwater caused byCSG mining. None ofthe other impacls have been addressed byAGL. Further, this does not
address the fact that BTEX chemicals are naturally occurring ìn the coal seam and the fraccing ofthe seam cân lead to the
release of these chemicals into the surrounding geology/hydrogeology.

Potential contamination of groundwater with methane has already been documented in USA. We know the Condamine river
¡s cunently bubbling with methane which Origin Energy claims is naturally occurring. The recent Southem Cross University
studies of the SE Queensland Tara gas field indicate higher than normal levels of methane in the air. Without a baseline data
and regular monitoring the detrimental impact of CSG mining on the environment and the community remain unknown. lt is in
the ¡nterests of AGL to ensure that the impact remains unknown so ¡t may continue lt is up to the Govemment to ensure that
entities that it llcenses to exploit its natural resources do not cause more damage than the economic reward Currently this is
yet to be proven by AGL who has paid little more than $4ô0,000 in 2011 yet we have a commun¡ty in NSW of some hundreds
of thousands of people who are outraged by this activily

MLP-02 argues the hydrochem¡stry
and hydraulic connectiv¡ty between
the coal seams and lhe beneficial
water resources need to be tested in
PPLS 1, 2 and 4 areas. This will
determine whether there is any
potential for pollution or
contamination ofthe ground and
surface waters.

MLP - 03 argues pollution or
contamination of Sydney's drinking
water is unacceptable

MLP - 04 sets out the potent¡al
impacts of CSG min¡ng on
groundwater.

MLP-02

MLP -03

MLP-04
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AGL refers to DC 14.

DC-14 refers to the subsidence report for the Stage 3 Northem Expansion. This is inelevant to the point made by MLPPL
which relates to Stages 1 and 2 of the CGP in PPLS 1,2 and 4.

AGL resPonds by denying any current breach. Yetwe still have no monjtoring in Stages I and 2 CGP PPLs 1, 2 or4 as
admitted by AGL ln Parc 5.2.2 of its GMP.

No pollution has been identified, as none has been ìnvestìgated.

AGL responds by stating its wells are licensed. Yet in AGL'S EA for the Northern Expansion it admitted it had submitted an
application for licences but the NOW was yet to grant the licences.

AGL responds by refening to its above responses. Those responses wh¡ch relate to a totally different area are irrelevant io
MLPPL's submission

MLP - 05 refers to the potential for
subsidence to cause faulting and
resultant hydraulic connectivity.

MLP - 06 argues AGL has
obligations under its existing leases
and licence to protect groundwater,
yet ¡t has done no monitoring to
demonstrate that there is no pol¡ution
orcontamination in Stages 1 and 2
of the CGP.

MLP - 07 argues AGL is in breach of
the Water Act for failing to have
licences for its 123 wells.

MLP - 08 argues there should be no
grant of development consent for the
Northem Expansion until it is clearly
demonstrated lhat no pollutìon or
contamination has occuned in
Stages 1 or 2 of the CGP. That is yet
to be demonstraled

MLP-05

MLP-06

MLP-07

MLP-08

MLPPL submission in response to submissions and amended Deve¡opment Applicat¡on Dec 2012
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MLPPL submission ¡n response to submissions and amended Development Application Dec 2012

AGL responds by refening to Phase 1 and Phase 2 Groundwater Assessments. This is not a response to the ¡ssue raised, ie
Phases 1 and 2 Groundwater Assessments relate to the Stage 3 of the CGP only. MLPPL argues the testing should be done
for Stages 1 and 2 of the CGP in PPL's 1,2 and 4.

Given this is the longest running petroleum production field in NSW, surely it is in the interest of the NSW Government and
AGL to ensure that Stages I and 2 of the CGP have not resulted ¡n any pollution or contam¡nation of the water resources of
PPLSl,2and4.Thisshouldbeclearly,transparentlyandthoroughlydemonstratedbeforeanyfurtherexpansionoccurs lf
there is pollution and or contamination it raises serious doubts about the possibility of the continuation of the project
part¡cular¡y ifthose water resources cannot be remediated.

Surely this is the perfect opportunity to determine the environmental credentials of CSG production and its effects on water
resources in these types of geological/hydrogeological circumstances. The public currently believes these activities are
unsafe, and to date, we have no clear demonstration that they are not unsafe. ln fact, in the only other CSG production field
in NSW, ESG's PPL3, we now know that more than $20 million needs to be spent to rehabilitate the environmental damage
that has been done there. Further, there is an ongoing EPA investigation into PPL3, and Santos has advised a landholder
that previously beneficial bore water in or in the vicinity of PPL3 can no longer be used bythe landholder, as it is epparently
potsonous.

MLP - 09 argues the testing of
Stages I and 2 should be done by
an independent body, paid out ofthe
AGL security and the results made
publicly availabie.

MLP-09

Deæmber 2012 O irarylou Potts Pty Ltdl
Tuesday, 18 December 2012



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Sarah-jane Potts <vendor@u plift.com.au >
<plan_com ment@planning. nsw. gov.au>
12113120122:28 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 0g 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Sarah-jane Potts
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To:

Mining and lndustry Projects
Department of Planníng
GPO Box 39

SYDNEY NSW 2001,

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_004e

I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to mine for coal seam gas (csG) in campbelltown
and Camden, The key reasons for my objection are stated below.

I am concerned that csG min¡ng is a technologically-evolving industry whose impacts have not
been independently and scientifically fully researclred and remain largely unknown, This view
is supported by professional organisations and academícs in evidence to the Nsw upper
House anci Senate lnquiries into coal seam Gas Mining in 20L1 and by subsequent research
here and overseas. We have had to rely on the industryfor much of our information when the
industry has a vested lnterest in the outcome. AGL is no different. lt claims that the camden
Gas Project has been safefy operating for 10 years. yet we understand that impacts on
groundwater and air quality have not been adequately monitored, and while AGL has been
operating under an Environmental Protection Licence (EPL No. 12003), it has been allowed to
self-monitor its compliance, self-¡nvestigate incidents and self-report such that we do not .

know what true impacts it may have had. Thírd party consultants and external laboratories
that are engaged and paid for by the industry are not ¡ndependent. Nor ís any funded or co_
funded research bythe csc mining industry. These lessons should have been learnt with
asbestos in Austral¡â and with 'BigTobacco' in the USA. The National Water Commission in its
Position statement (3'd December 20L0) said that impacts may emerge over a long time
period. I am deeply concerned that the costs of unforeseen problems will be borne by the
community and taxpayers after AGL is long gone from the area. This is grossly irresponsible.

Doctors forthe Env¡ronment Australia clalms that health impacts from CSG mining have not
been assessed. Prellminary research from eueensland (e.g. by southern cross university in
Tara) and overseas is deeply concerning, especially where fracking has been used. As at
December 20LL,85% of the production wells in the camden Gas project had been fracked
(evidence from the NSW upper House lnquiry) with inadequate monitoring of its impacts on
water in particular. AGL claims that the use of horizontal wells in the proposed Stage 3 wîll
reduce the need forfracking, but it seems that this ls not entirely true since it has reserved the
right to frack these wells in the future if/when the technology becomes avallable. The size of
the proposed well clusters and any fracklng of horizontal wells are both new and untested
here. lt will therefore be entirely experimental with unknown outcomes on health and
property including the possibility of subsidence under so many urban properties.

I am also concerned about evidence from eueensland and overseas on air quality and the
cumulative impact of AGL's expansion into an area that already experiences incidents of
unacceptable levels of air pollution (ozone and fine particles) associated with respiratory
problems (NSW Envlronmental protection Author¡ty). AGrs past performance gives no
confidence that it has not already corìtributed to this or that it can be managed in the future,
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having admitted in August this year that it had not conducted contÌnuous air mon¡toring at its
Rosalind Park Gas Treatmenl Plant for three years in breach of its EPL No.12003.

Allowing CSG mining in areas that are not zoned for heavy industry undermines zoning controls
and confidence in the planning process, and creates severe land use conflicts, economic
instabÍlity and Ínequity. lt will disrupt religious commun¡ties whose vocations have so far been
protected by the Scenic Hills zoning; it will place undue burden on small rural allotments
whose capacity to cope is severely reduced by size (thereby threatening the survival ofthe
entire historic Scenic Hìlls), and it is unsightly and unsafe in urban areas with a potential
escalation ín CSG mining incidents and accidents associated wlth the more intense urban
actlvity (traffic, people etc.), the presence of children, and potentialfor vandalism. The
consequent ¡mpact on land and house values for existing land and home owners may be
devastating. For many people the home is their largest asset and is often leveraged to support
small business. Any devaluation by bank assessors may destroy livelihoods and life savings.

I do not believe that the NSW Government's new regulations for CSG mining will ensure its
safe operation here. As the only commercially producing CSG field in NSW, the Camden Gas
Project has already been operatíng under consent conditions. Yet the NSW Government has
not been able to ensure compliance, as evidenced by on-going breaches by AGL of its licence
conditions. and the discovery of incidents that might not have been reported were it not for
community vigilance, such as the Sugarloaf well incident in May 2011 in Menangle that
allowed well contents to drift over sydney's water channel and to nearby Glen Alpine houses.

The proposal poses rísks to Sydney's water in general and to the South West in particular that
have not been adequately assessed. while AGL claims that the geology of the sydney Basin is
well known, AGL's rationale for the constant modification of prior stages of the Camden Gas
Project seems to contradict this, as does its admission to the Scenic Hills Association that it
does not l<now where the aquifers here run to but probably Sydney Harbour. Potential impacts
on Sydney Harbour, on the nearby Sydney Water Catchment, and AGL's proposal to run its gas
gathering pipeline aìong Sydney's Upper Canal on public land are unacceptablg risks to
Sydney's water, and are an abuse of public property for the benefit of private ¡nvestors.

AGL will only ever produce about 5% of NSW's gas from the Camden Gas project according to
evidence ¡t gave under oath at the NSW upper House lnquiry. This does not justify the risks
and potential costs to the community, particularly since 150,000+ people already live and work
in the immediate affected area, and this is ìn Sydney's south west growth corridor. lt is socially,
environmentally and economically unjustified, and has no social licence to operate here.

I acknowledge that my name will appear on my submission when publicly exhibited.

Yours sincerely

Name A\^
Address çS C,--ose-

R¡:rg-, 6-\s.. aS / I
Slgnature 1"JU^Þ
D¿lte rk l2J



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Anthony Poutsma <anthonypoutsma@optusnet.com.au>
<plan_com ment@plan ning.nsw.gov.au>
121131201210:46 am
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

The CSG industry is self interested, the risks are documented and their consequences are already
being experienced by residents and constituents in Australia and overseas. Groundwater gets
contaminated. Methane, the worst of all greenhouse gasses, escapes the harvesting process adding
to the current problems of atmospheric upset. This madness must be stopped for our children's sake

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Anthony Poutsma



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

jodie powell <jodie@hillsspinal.com>
<plan_com ment@plan nin g. nsw. gov.au>
1211812012 9:19 am
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 0g 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Colleen Power <collpl @hotmail.com>
plan comment@planning.nsw.gov.au
121181201212:43 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coai Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 0g 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on'public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Colleen Power



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Gavin Power <gavinmpower@gmail.com>
plan_com ment@planning. nsw. gov.au
12118120121 :00 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS: 117 Park Cr. Williamstown, VIC 3016

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 0g 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account fór methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Gavin Power
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mefanie poyntzt of camden NSW, made the
following submission on the project:

Camden Gas Project Staqe 3 Northern Expansion
a

Objects to this project

As a camden resident I strongly object to the fufther expansion of Coal seam gas
wells and exploratory sites.
This is a complete disregard for public health in newly developing estates with
families and increased population.
The chemicals emitted are a health risk and no amount of chemical emissions is
healthy for the environment, not to mention the water system, our rivers etc. This is
blatant environmental negligence . If this goes ahead 20 years down the track. the
land, water , wildlife and air quality will be destroyed and it will be too little to late,
considering there is no complete study done that can 100o/o guarantee no
environmental damage long term. Thank you for reading my submission against csg.

l of 1 l8ll2l20l2 5:34 PM



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Will iam Prentice <prenticegoldcoast@yahoo.com.au>
< pla n_com m ent@plan n i n g. nsw. gov. au >
1211212012 6:36 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS: 73 Pioneer Parade, Banora Point. NSW 2486

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
William Prentice



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Bruce Prior <bruce.prior@greybeard.com.au>
<plan_comment@planning. nsw.gov.au>
1211212012 9:32 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 0g 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account fór methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Sharyn Proctor <sharyn4@gmail.com>
< pla n_com ment@plan n i n g. nsw. gov. au>
1211212012 8:34 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 0g 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permrssron.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Sharyn Proctor



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Sue Pryer <peter.glading@bigpond.com>
< plan_com ment@ pla n n i n g. nsw. gov. au >
1211312012 4:37 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantifo
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permrssron.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Sue Pryer



From:
To:
Date:
Subject

Lani Pua Moani Sidoti <lanipuamoani@yahoo.com>
<plan_com ment@planning. nsw. gov.au>
1211212012 9:43 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS: 4 Cedar Court Bangalow

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and localwater supplies

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Lani Pua Moani Sidoti



From:
To:
Dater
Subject:

Alan Pursch <apursch@bigpond.net.au>
<pla n_com ment@planning. nsw. gov.au>
1211512012 8:57 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detailed studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling have not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Alan Pursch



To:

Mining and lndustry Projects
Department of Planning
GPO Box 39

SYDNEY NSW 2OO1

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Application 09_0043

I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to mine for coal seam gas (CSG) in Campbelltown
and Camden. The key reasons for my objection are stated below.

I am concerned that CSG mining is a technologically-evolving industry whose impacts have not
been independently and scientifically fully researched and remain largely unknown. This view
is supported by professíonal organisations and academics in evidence to the NSW Upper
House and Senate lnquiries into Coal Seam Gas Mining in 201-1 and by subsequent research
here and overseas. We have had to rely on the industry for much of our information when the
industry has a vested interest in the outcome, AGL is no different. lt claims that the Camden
Gas Project has been safely operating for 10 years. Yet we understand that impacts on
groundwater and air quality have not been adequately monitored, and while AGL has been
operating under an Environrnental Protection Lícence (EPL No. I2OO3), it has been allowed to
self-monitor its compliance, self-investigate incidents and self-report such that we do not
know what true impacts it may have had. Third party consultants and external laboratories
that are engaged and paid for by the industry are not independent Nor is any funded or co-
funded research by the CSG mining industry, These lessons should have been learnt with
asbestos in Australia and with 'Big Tobacco' in the USA. The National Water Comnrission in its
Position Statement (3'd December 2010) said that impacts may emerge over a long time
period. I am deeply concerned that the costs of unforeseen problems will be borne by the
community and taxpayers after AGL is long gone from the area. This is grossly irresponsible.

Doctors for the Environment Australia claims that health impacts from CSG mining have not
been assessed. Preliminary research from Queensland (e.g. by Southern Cross University in
Tara) and overseas is deeply concerning, especially where fracking has been used, As at
December 20L1.,85% of the production wells in the Camden Gas Project had been fracked
(evidence from the NSW Upper House lnquiry) with inadequate monitoring of its impacts on
water in particular. AGL claims that the use of horizontal wells in the proposed Stage 3 will
reduce the need for frackíng, but it seems that this is not entirely true since it has reserved the
right to frack these wells in the future if/when the technology becomes available, The size of
the proposed well clusters and any fracking of horizontal wells are both new and untested
here. lt will therefore be entirely experimental with unknown outcomes on health and
property including the possibilíty of subsidence under so many urban properties.

I am also concerned about evidence from Queensland and overseas on air quality and the
cumulative impact of AGL's expansion into an area that already experiences incidents of
unacceptable levels of air pollution (ozone and fine particles) associated with respiratory
problems (NSW Environmental Protectíon Authority). AGL's past performance gives no

confidence that ît has not already contributed to this orthat it can be managed in the future,
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having admitted in August this year that it had not conducted continuous air monitoring at its
Rosalind Park Gas Treatment Plant for three years in breach of its EPL No.12003.

Allowing CSG mining in areas that are not zoned for heavy industry undermines zoning controls
and confidence in the planning process, and creates severe land use conflicts, economic
instability and inequity. lt will disrupt religious communities whose vocations have so far been
protected by the Scenic Hills zoning; it will place undue burden on small rural allotments
whose capacity to cope is severely reduced by size (thereby threatening the survival of the
entire historicScenic Hills), and it is unsightlyand unsafe in urban areas with a potential
escalation in CSG mining incidents and accidents associated with the more intense urban
activity (traffic, people etc.), the presence of children, and potential for vandalism. The
consequent impact on land and house values for existing land and home owners may be

devastating. For many people the home is their largest asset and is often leveraged to support
small business. Any devaluation by bank assessors may destroy livelihoods and life savings.

I do not believe that the NSW Government's new regulations for CSG mining will ensure its
safe operation here. As the only commercially producing CSG field in NSW, the Camden Gas

Project has already been operating under consent conditions. Yet the NSW Government has

not been able to ensure compliance, as evidenced by on-going breaches by AGL of its licence
conditions, and the discovery of incidents that might not have been reported were it not for
community vigilance, such as the Sugarloaf well incident in May 2O!Lin Menangle that
allowed well contents to drift over Sydney's water channel and to nearby Glen Alpine houses,

The proposal poses rísks to Sydney's water in general and to the South West in particular that
have not been adequately assessed. While AGL claims that the geology of the Sydney Basin ís

well known, AGL's rationale for the constant modification of prior stages of the Cámden Gas

Project seems to contradict this, as does its admission to the Scenic Hills Association that it
does not know where the aquifers here run to but probably Sydney Harbour, Potential impacts
on Sydney Harbour, on the nearby Sydney Water Catchment, and AGL's proposal to run its gas

gathering pipeline along Sydney's Upper Canal on public land are unacceptable risks to
Sydney's water, and are an abuse of public property for the benefit of private investors.

AGL will only ever produce about 5% of NSW's gas from the Camden Gas Project according to
evidence it gave under oath at the NSW Upper House lnquiry. This does not justify the risks

and potential costs to the community, particularly since L50,000+ people already lîve and work
in the immediate affected area, and this is in Sydney's south west growth corridor. lt is socially,
environmentally and economically unjustified, and has no social licence to operate here.

I acknowledge that my name will appear on my submission when publicly exhibited.

Yours sincerely

Name GoiÌ P,^,f. ll
Address 7 stur f Pl

Cq ^¿t^ 2-f,7 o
Signature A.';'(- /¿ru-fr,ot
Date U ltç L?- t?



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Jenn ifer Pyle <jennifer. pyle@clorox.com>
<plan_com ment@plan ning. nsw. gov.au>
1211312012 4:37 pm
Don't Sacrifice Greater Western Sydney to Coal Seam Gas

MY ADDRESS:

Re: Camden Gas Project Stage 3, Project Applícation 09 0048

Please accept this as a submission on the Camden Gas Project Stage 3 Northern Expansion which is
currently on public exhibition. I object to AGL's project application 09_0048 to drill for coal seam gas
in Western Sydney.

Please put the health and wellbeing of the people of Greater Western Sydney above the profits of
AGL who plan to expand their gas field around and under people's homes and businesses.

I urge you to reject the proposal by AGL to drill 66 new coal seam gas production wells on the
grounds that:

- Reports from Queensland and overseas show that there are serious risks to air quality and human
health from unconventional gas drilling. However there have been no detaíled studies done to quantify
those risks especially in urban areas. The people of Camden and Campbelltown should not be
treated like guinea pigs in a coal seam gas experiment.

- People's homes should not be undermined by coal seam gas drilling without their knowledge or
permission.

- Homeowners face declining property values within and adjoining coal seam gas fields with some
estimating house values may fall up to 30%.

- The integrity of gas wells can't be guaranteed and research from gas fields in Queensland and the
US has shown many fail in their first few year. This will leave the community to deal with the impact of
leaking wells on air quality and local water supplies.

- New research from Southern Cross University on methane gas leaks from coal seam gas fields has
not been considered in the proposal. AGL has not conducted these studies to account for methane
leakage on their existing coal seam gas wells.

- Despite research from the Queensland and the US suggesting ground water contamination and gas
leaks from fracking, the proposal by AGL will allow fracking.

- The impacts of horizontal drilling havg not been adequately considered in the Environmental
Assessment.

- There are alternatives to coal seam gas, including renewable energy which can offer energy security
without the unacceptable environmental and health risks posed by coal seam gas extraction.

Yours sincerely,
Jennifer Pyle




