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Dear Mr Chewings

State Significant Development - Director-General's Requirements
Urunga Antimony Plant Remediation Project (SSD-5357)

I have attached a copy of the Director General's environmental assessment requirements (DGRs) for the
preparation of an Environmental lmpact Statement for the Urunga Antimony Plant Remediation Project.

These requirements are based on the information you have provided to date and have been prepared in
consultation with the relevant government agencies and Bellingen Shire Council. Their comments, which
you should address appropriately when preparing the ElS, are also attached (see Attachment 2). Please
note that the Department may alter these requirements at any time, and that you must consult further with
the Department if you do not lodge a development application and EIS for the development within two
years of the date of issue of these DGRs. The Department will review the EIS for the development
carefully before putting it on public exhibition, and will require you to submit an amended EIS if it does not
adequately address the DGRs.

I wish to emphasise the importance of effective and genuine community consultation and the need for
proposals to proactively respond to the community's concerns. Accordingly a comprehensive, detailed
and genuine community consultation and engagement process must be undertaken during preparation of
the ElS. This process must ensure that the community is both informed of the proposal and is actively
engaged in rssues of concern to them. Sufficient information must be provided to the community so that it
has a good understanding of what is being proposed and of the potential impacts.

Your proposal may require a separate approval under Commonwealth Environment Protection
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). lf an EPBC Act approval is required, I would appreciate it
if you would advise the Department accordingly, as the Commonwealth approval process may be
integrated into the NSW approval process, and supplementary DGR's may need to be issued.

I would appreciate it if you would contact the Department at least two weeks before you propose to
submit the development application and EIS for your development. This will enable the Department to:
. confirm the applicable fee (see Division 1AA, Part 15 of the Environmental Planning and Assessmenf

Regulation 2000); and
o determine the number of copies (hard-copy and CD-ROM) of the EIS required for review.

lf you about these requirements, please contact Deana Burn on the above details

t6. ?. l¿
Chris Wilson
Executive Director
Major Projects Assessment
As deleqate for the Director-General

Department of Planning & lnfrastructure 23-33 Bridge Street, Sydney NSW 2000 GPO Box 39, Sydney NSW 2001
Phone 02 9228 6111 Fax029228 6455 Website planning.nsw.gov.au



Director General's Environmental Assessment Requirements

Section 784(8A) of the Environmental Planning andAssessment Act

State Significant Development

Application Number ssD-5357

Development Remediation of contaminated land at the derelict antimony processing site in
Urunga

Location Hillside Drive, Urunga

Applicant Department of Primary lndustries - Crown Lands Division

Date of lssue July 2012

General Requirements The Environmental lmpact Statement (ElS) must meet the form and content
requirements in clauses 6 and 7 of Schedule 2 of the Environmental Planning
and Assessment Regulation 2000.

ln addition, the EIS must include a:
. detailed description of the development, including:

- need for the proposed development;

- justification for the proposed development;

- likely staging of the development;

- likely interactions between the development and existing, approved
and proposed operations in the vicinity of the site;

- plans of all proposed building works.
. consideration of all relevant environmental planning instruments, including

identification and justification of any inconsistencies with these
instruments.

. risk assessment of the potential environmental impacts of the
development, identifying the key issues for further assessment.

¡ detailed assessment of the key issues specified below, and any other
significant issues identified in this risk assessment, which includes:

- a description of the existing environment, using sufficient baseline
data;

- an assessment of the potential impacts of all stages of the
development, including any cumulative impacts, taking into
consideration relevant guidelines, policies, plans and statutes; and

- a description of the measures that would be implemented to avoid,
minimise and if necessary, offset the potential impacts of the
development, including proposals for adaptrve management and/or
contingency plans to manage any significant risks to the environment.

. consolidated summary of all the proposed environmental management
and monitoring measures, highlighting commitments included in the ElS.

Key issues The EIS must address the following specific matters:
. Contamination - including:

a contaminated land assessment carried out in accordance with the
requirements of Management Order (20111405)for the site;
a Remedial Action Plan approved by the EPA detailing the works to
remediate the site, which includes:
o characterisation of the nature and extent of contaminated

material and any contaminated groundwater plumes;
o details of the proposed remediation process, including treatment

methodologies and processes;
o justification for the proposed treatment and remediation criteria;
o details of proposed remediation management measures including

the management of excavated material, stockpiles and



a

wastewater;
o a site validation plan; and
o details of compliance with the Contaminated Land Management

Act 1997.
details of the final landform following remediation and the suitability of
any fill material;

- on-going management of the site following remediation works; and

- details of the final use of the site.
Human Health and Risk - including:

- an assessment of the potential risks (on site and off site) associated
with the disturbance, transfer and disposal of contaminated material;
and
details of mitigation and management measures to minimise human
health risks and ensure the safety of workers during the development.

Soil and Water - including:
an assessment of the potential soil, groundwater and surface water
impacts of the development, including a detailed description of
surface and groundwater conditions pre and post remediation works;

- consideration of sea level rise and this would be managed;

- identification of potential impacts on the SEPP 14 wetlands, Station
Creek and Urunga Lagoon;

- details of water supply, licensing requirements, groundwater works,
dewatering and management of contaminated water;

- an assessment of the potential to impact on acid sulfate soils'
- identification of potential conflicts with other water users, incluOing

other licensed users, recreational users and groundwater dependent
ecosystems; and

- a detailed description of the mitigation and management controls that
would be put in place to manage erosion and sediment, stormwater,
groundwater and acid sulphate soils (if present) during and after
remediation works.

Transport and Access - including:

- a description of site accesses, haulage routes, internal roads and
parking required as a result of the development;
predictions of the traffic generated by the development including
number and type of vehicle trips;

- an assessment of the potential impacts on the capacity, efficiency and
safety of the road network, including an analysis of intersection sight
distances; and
details of any upgrades to road infrastructure that would be required.

Waste - including:

- accurate estimates of the quantity and classification of the potential
liquid and non-liquid waste streams of the development;
a description of storage, treatment (including immobilisation of
contaminants), disposal and re-use for all waste generated by the
development; and
a description of the measures that would be implemented to ensure
that any waste produced is appropriately handled, processed and
disposed of.

Biodiversity - including:
assessment of the impact on threatened species, populations and
ecologicalcommunities, including the SEPP 14 coastalwetland; and
a description of the measures that would be implemented to minimise
and/or offset identified impacts.

Noise and Vibration - including:
an assessment of all noise impacts on surrounding residential
receivers, including road transportation noise;

- any vibration impacts; and
details of the proposed noise and vibration management and
monitoring measures.
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a Air Quality and Odour - including:

- a quantitative assessment of the air quality and odour impacts of the
development on surrounding receivers, including impacts from road
transportation; and

- details of the proposed management and monitoring measures.
Heritage - including:

- an Aboriginal cultural heritage assessment including effective
consultation with relevant Aboriginal community groups;

- a non-Aboriginal cultural heritage assessment, including a statement
of heritage impact for any State significant or locally significant historic
heritage items; and
details of proposed management and monitoring measures.

Visual- including:

- impacts on surrounding receivers and from public areas; and

- an assessment of the visual impacts and landscaping that would be
implemented following the remediation works.

Social- including:
a comprehensive community consultation strategy to be implemented
during and after remediation works; and

- an assessment of public health risks.

a

Plans and Documents The EIS must include all relevant plans, architectural drawings, diagrams and
relevant documentation required under Schedule 1 of the Environmental
Planning andAssessment Regulation 2000. These documents should be
included as part of the EIS rather than as separate documents.

Consultation During the preparation of the ElS, you must consult with the relevant local,
State or Commonwealth Government authorities, service providers,
community groups and affected landowners.

ln particular, you must consult with the:
Environment Protection Authority;
Office of Environment and Heritagel
Bellingen Shire Council;
Department of Primary lndustries, including the NSW Office of Water and
NSW Fisheries;
NSW Transport (Roads and Maritime Services);
NSW Health;
WorkCover NSW; and
the local community and stakeholders.

The EIS must describe the consultation process and the issues raised, and
identify where the design of the development has been amended in response
to these issues. Where amendments have not been made to address an
issue, a short explanation should be provided.

Further consultation
aÍter 2 years

lf you do not lodge an EIS for the development within 2 years of the issue
date of these DGRs, you must consult with the Director General in relation to
the requirements for lodgement.

References The assessment of the key issues listed above must take into account
relevant guidelines, policies, and plans as identified. While not exhaustive,
Attachment 1 contains a list of some of the guidelines, policies, and plans that
may be relevant to the environmental assessment of this development.



ATTACHMENT I
Technical and Policy Guidelines

The following guidelines may assist in the preparation of the Environmental lmpact
Statement. This list is not exhaustive and not all of these guidelines may be relevant to your
proposal.

Many of these documents can be found on the following websites:
h tlp : 1/ryww. p I a¡n ¡1r-q¡19_rry. g otv.a u

btlp-lWwW, þ oqK gh o p, n gW_, g-ev. au
h tt p 

; {r¡ruvW. p_Uþlic ali o_n s- So L a !.f

Policy /MethodologyAspect
Risk Assessment

AS/NZS 4360:2004 Risk Manaqement (Standards Australia
HB 203:2006 Environmental Risk Management - Principles & Process
(Standards Australia)

Gontamination
State Environmental Planninq Policv No 55 - Remediation of Land
Australian and New Zealand Guidelines for the Assessment and
Manaqement of Contaminated Sites (ANZECC & NHM Rc)
National Environment Protection (Assessment of Site Contamination)
Measure 1999 (NEPC)
Managing Land Contamination - Planning Guidelines SEPP 55 -
Remediation of Land (DUAP and EPA)
Contaminated Sites: Sampling Design Guidelines (NSW EPA)
Contaminated Sites: Guidelines for Consultants Reporting on
Contaminated Sites (NSW EPA)
Guidelines for the Assessment and Management of Groundwater
Contamination (DECC)

Soiland Water
NSW Coastal Policy (NSW Government 1997)

Coastal

State Environmental Planninq Policv No 71 - Coastal Protection
NSW Coastal Planning Guideline - Adapting to Sea Level Rise (NSW
Govt.2010)
Floodplain Risk Management Guideline - Practical Consideration of
Climate Chanqe (DECC)

Surface Water

National Water Quality Management Strategy: Water quality management
- an outline of the policies (ANZECC/ARMCANZ)
National Water Quality Management Strategy: Policies and principles - a
reference document (ANZECC/ARMCAN z)
National Water Quality Management Strategy: lmplementation guidelines
(ANZECC/ARMCANZ
National Water Quality Management Strategy: Australian Guidelines for
Fresh and Marine Water Quality (ANZECC/ARMCANZ)
National Water Quality Management Strategy: Australian Guidelines for
Water Qualitv Monitorinq and Reporti ng (ANZECC/ARMCANZ)
Bundino and Soill Manaqement (EPA)
Approved Methods for the Sampling and Analysis of Water Pollutants in
NSW (DEC, 2004)
Using the ANZECC Guideline and Water Quality Objectives in NSW
(DEC)
The NSW State Rivers and Estuaries Policy (NSW Water Resources
Council)

Groundwater

NSW State Groundwater Policy Framework Document (DLWC)

National Water Quality Management Strategy Guidelines for Groundwater
Protection in Australia (ARMCANZ/ANZECC)



NSW State Groundwater Quality Protection Pol icy (DLWC)
NSW State Groundwater Dependent Ecosystem Policy (DLWC)
NSW Wetlands Policv
Acid Sulfate Soil Manual (ASSMAC 1998

Acrd Su/fafe So/s Acid Sulfate Soil Planninq Maos
Acid Sulfate Soils Laboratory Methods Guidelines (2004')
Manaqinq Urban Stormwater: Soils & Construction (Landcom)
Design Manual for Soil Conservation Works - Technical Handbook No. 5

Erosion and Sediment lSoil Conservation Service of NSW)
Soil and Landscape lssues in Environmental lm pact Assessment (DLWC)
Wind Erosion - 2nd Edition
Manaoinq Urban Stormwater: Framework. Draft (EPA)
Manaoino Urban Stormwater: Council Handbook. Draft (EPA)

Stormwater Manaqinq Urban Stormwater: Treatment Techniques (EPA)
Managing Urbgr Stormwater: Source Control. Draft (EPA)
Manaqinq Urban Stormwater: Harvestin g and Reuse (DEC)

Wastewater

National Water Quality Management Strategy: Guidelines for Sewerage
Systems - Effluent Management (ARMCANZ/ANZECC)
National Water Quality Management Strategy: Guidelines for Sewerage
Svstems - Use of Reclaimed Water IARMCANZ/ANZE cc)
National Water Quality Management Strategy - Guidelines For Water
Recycling: Managing Health And Environmental Risks (Phasel) (EPHC,
NRMMC & AHMC)
National Water Quality Management Strategy - Guidelines For Water
Recycling: Managing Health And Environmental Risks (Phasel) (EPHC,
NRMMC & AHMC

State Environmental Plannino Policv (lnfrastructure)
Guide to Traffic Generatinq Developments (RrA)
Road Des n Guide

Waste Classification Guidelines (EPA 2008
Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy 2007 - Overview
(DECC)
Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Performance Report 2006
(DEcc)
Resource Exem D

Threatened Species Survey and Assessment Guidelines: Field Survey
Methods for Fauna - Amohi bians DECCW 2009)
Threatened Biodiversity Survey and Assessment: Guidelines for
Developments and Activities - Worki Draft (DECC 2004)
Threatened Species Assessment Guidelines: the Assessment of Significance
(DECC 2007)
Guidelines for Threatened Soecies Assessment (DoP 2005)
NSW State Groundwater Dependent Ecosystem Policy (DLWC)
State Environmental Plannin o PolicvlCoastal Wetlands)
Policy & Guidelines - Aquatic Habitat Management and Fish Conservation

Fisheries

NSW lndustrial Noise Policv (EPA, 2000)
NSW Road Noise Poli OE 2011
lnterim Construction Noise Guideline

Environmental Noise Management - Assessing Vibration: a technical
quide (DEC)
DIN 4150 Part 3 - Structural Vibration: effects of vibration on structures
(rso, leee)
Assessino Vi bration - A Technical Guide 2006 (DEC)



on ent Ai lation 2002
Approved Methods for the Modelling and Assessment of Air Pollutants in
NSW (pEC)
Approved Methods for the Sampling and Analysis of Air Pollutants in NSW
(DEc)

'. f : Ic lu l,

Technical Framework: Assessment and Management of
Stationary Sources in NSW (DEC)

from

Technical Notes: Assessment and Management of Odour from Stationary
Sources in NSW DEC

Guidelines Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment and
Gommunitv Consultation (DEC 2005)
The Burra Charter (The Australia ICOMOS charter for places of cultural
significance)

i'i:triIi'lg],t

NSW Heritaqe Manual(NSW Heritaqe Office & D UAP)
Non-Aboriginal The Burra Charter (The Australia ICOMOS charter for places of cultural

ic Evaluation in E ental lm Assessment DOP
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ATTACHMENT 2
Government Authority and Council Responses to Request for Key lssues
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Attachment 1a:  
 

KEY ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
  

• Contaminated Sites Assessment and Remediation 
 
Compliance with the existing Management Order (20111405) on the site under the Contaminated 
Land Management Act, 1997 
 

• Air Quality (dust management) 
 
Assess the risk of dust emissions and monitor dust levels during project works. Report on the 
measures to prevent dust emissions from the project site. 
 

• Noise impacts  
 
Identify the source, nature and scope of possible noise impacts and detail feasible and reasonable 
noise mitigation measures.  
 

• Waste  
 

Provide classification of all potential sources of liquid and non-liquid wastes that will be taken off site 
for disposal. Describe quantities, storage, treatment (including immobilisation of contaminants) and 
disposal or re-use of all waste generated.  
 

• Soil and Sediments 
 
Provide an assessment and details of the management of Acid Sulfate Soil. Detail the erosion and 
sediment controls during excavation, stockpiling, treatment and backfilling. 
 

• Water Quality (groundwater and surface water) 
 
Detail the existing background and pre-remediation water quality. Provide an impact assessment and 
details of monitoring over time.  
 

• Threatened Species (Flora and Fauna including SEPP 14 wetland) 
 
Detail the existing environment including discussion on flora and fauna characteristics. Provide a 
description of the measures proposed to mitigate and / or ameliorate the impact of the development 
on the flora and fauna species identified. As the project encroaches across a State Environmental 
Planning Policy No 14 (SEPP 14) Coastal Wetland, a specific assessment of the potential impacts on 
the wetland and the measures proposed to minimise those impacts must be presented.  
 
Other Issues Summary 
 

• Cultural heritage (Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal) 
Assess the potential impacts of the remediation and operational phase of the project on sites and 
places of aboriginal and non-aboriginal cultural heritage, including areas of archaeological potential.  
 

• Occupational Health and Safety (including traffic management) 
 
Identify the risks associated with the remediation works and prepare an OH&S Plan which describes 
what mitigation and management measures are proposed to be used to eliminate, prevent, control, 
abate or minimize the identified OH&S risks. Include a Traffic Management Plan in the OH&S plan.  
 
Impacts should be assessed in accordance with relevant guidelines.  
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Attachment 1b:  
 

ENVIRONMENT IMPACT STATEMENT REQUIRMENTS 
 
Contaminated Sites Assessment and Remediation  
 
The EIS should:  
 

1. Include an assessment of the contaminated site that is conducted in accordance with the 
guidelines made or approved under section 105 of the Contaminated Land Management Act 
1997. 

2. Provide the details on how the site contamination will be remediated and/or managed to the 
site is, or can be, made suitable for the proposed use.  

 
All reports should be prepared in accordance with the Guidelines for Consultants Reporting on 
Contaminated Sites (2000).  
 
Air Quality (dust management) 
 
The EIS should assess and report on the risk of dust emissions during project construction / 
remediation works and the measures to prevent dust emissions from the project site, including how 
real time monitoring of local meteorological conditions might be used as:  
 

1. An indicator of the risk of dust emissions from the project site; and  
 
2. The trigger for implementing dust control measures, including the cessation of certain work 

during unfavourable meteorological conditions.  
 
Noise impacts  
 
The EIS should: 
 

1. Identify the source, nature and scope of possible noise impacts. 
2. Identify the project duration and normal operational hours. 
3. Identify feasible and reasonable noise mitigation measures.  

 
Waste  
 
The EIS should include:  
 

1. Details of the quantity and type of liquid and/or non-liquid waste(s) generated, handled, 
treated or disposed of at the site. Waste to be removed from the site must be classified 
according to the EPA’s Waste Classification Guidelines 2008.  

 
2. Details of liquid waste and non-liquid waste management at the site, including: 

a. The assessment, handling, treatment and transportation of waste generated at the 
site; 

b. Any stockpiling of wastes or recovered materials and procedures to prevent cross-
contamination at the site; 

c. And waste processing related to the project, including reuse, recycling, reprocessing 
or treatment (including immobilisation) both on and off site; 

d. The method for disposing of all wastes or recovered materials generated by the 
project; and 

e. The proposed controls for managing the environmental impacts of these activities. 
 

3. Details of procedures for the assessment, handling, storage, transport and disposal of all 
hazardous materials used, stored, processed or disposed of at the site, in addition to the 
requirements for liquid and non-liquid wastes.  
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4. Details of the type and quantity of any chemical substances to be used or stored and a 
describe arrangements for their safe use and storage. 

 
Soil and Sediment (including the assessment and management of Acid Sulfate Soil)  

 
The EIS should include:  

 
1. Erosion and sediment controls during excavation, stockpiling, treatment and backfilling. 

Particular attention should be given to soil erosion and sediment transport – in accordance 
with Managing urban stormwater: soils and construction, vol. 1 (Landcom 2004) and vol. 2 
(DECCW 2008) 

 
Acid Sulfate Soil 
 
If the proposed development (or part thereof) is located on land marked Class 1, 2, 3 or 4 on the 
relevant Acid Sulfate Soil Planning Map, or within 500 metres of adjacent Class 2, 3 or 4 land that is 
below 5 metres Australian Height Datum (AHD), The EIS should:  

2. Assess the potential impacts of the development on acid sulfate soils in accordance with the 
relevant guidelines in the Acid Sulfate Soils Manual (Stone et al. 1998) and the Acid Sulfate 
Soils Laboratory Methods Guidelines (Ahern et al. 2004).  

3. Describe mitigation and management options that will be used to prevent, control, abate or 
minimise potential impacts from the disturbance of acid sulfate soils associated with the 
project and to reduce risks to human health and prevent the degradation of the environment. 
This should include an assessment of the effectiveness and reliability of the measures and 
any residual impacts after these measures are implemented.  

 
Water Quality (groundwater and surface water) 

 
Background Conditions 
 
The EIS should include:  
 

1. Describe existing surface and groundwater quality prior to remediation works. An assessment 
needs to be undertaken for any water resource likely to be affected by the proposal. 

2. Provide an outline of baseline surface and groundwater information, including, for example, 
depth to water table, flow direction and gradient, groundwater quality, reliance on 
groundwater by surrounding users and by the environment, tidal levels, flood levels, 
connectivity of local creeks, stormwater systems, wetlands and receiving waters. 

3. State the Water Quality Objectives for the receiving waters relevant to the proposal. These 
refer to the community’s agreed environmental values and human uses endorsed by the NSW 
Government as goals for ambient waters (http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/ieo/index.htm). 
Where groundwater may be impacted the assessment should identify appropriate 
groundwater environmental values.  

4. State the indicators and associated trigger values or criteria for the identified environmental 
values. This information should be sourced from the ANZECC (2000) Guidelines for Fresh 
and Marine Water Quality 
(http://www.daff.gov.au/oldmincos/publications/australian_and_new_zealand_guidelines_for_f
resh_and_marine_water_quality).  

5. State any locally specific objectives, criteria or targets which have been endorsed but the 
NSW Government.  
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Impact Assessment 
 

6. Describe the nature and degree of impact that any proposed discharges will have on the 
receiving environment.  

7. Assess impacts against the relevant ambient water quality outcomes. Demonstrating how the 
proposal will be designed and operated to:  

a. Protect the Water Quality Objectives for receiving waters where they are currently 
being achieved; and  

b. Contribute towards achievement of the Water Quality Objectives over time where they 
are not currently being achieved.  

8. Assess impacts on groundwater and groundwater dependant ecosystems.  
9. Describe how stormwater will be managed both during and after the project.  
10. Provide an assessment of flooding frequency, levels and what impact a major flooding event 

may have on the site. Include details of contingency measures that will be adopted if a major 
flooding event occurs during and following the remediation works.    

 
Monitoring 
 

11. Describe how the predicted impacts will be monitored and assessed over time.  
 
Threatened Species (Flora, Fauna and SEPP 14 wetlands) 
 
Detail the existing environment including discussion on flora and fauna characteristics. Make use of 
previous investigations and complete further desktop evaluations. Provide a description of the 
measures proposed to mitigate and / or ameliorate the impact of the development on the flora and 
fauna species identified. As the project encroaches across a State Environmental Planning Policy No 
14 (SEPP 14) Coastal Wetland, a specific assessment of the potential impacts on the wetland and 
the measures proposed to minimise those impacts must be presented.  
 
OTHER ISSUES  

 
Cultural heritage (Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal) 
 
The EIS should:  
 

1. Identify the nature and extent of impacts on cultural heritage values across the project area.  
2. Describe the actions that will be taken to avoid or mitigate impacts or compensate to prevent 

unavoidable impacts of the project on cultural heritage values. This should include an 
assessment of the effectiveness and reliability of the measures and any residual impacts 
after these measures are implemented.  

3. If items of Aboriginal cultural heritage are identified, clearly demonstrate and document that 
effective community consultation with Aboriginal communities has been undertaken in 
determining and assessing impacts, developing options and making final recommendations.  

 
Occupational Health and Safety (including traffic management) 
 
The EIS should:  
 

1. Identify the risks associated with the remediation works such as; exposure to contaminated 
media and increase in heavy vehicles; to: 

a. Workers onsite; 
b. Off site residents;  
c. Local community members; and 
d. Pacific Highway users. 
 

2. Prepare an Occupational Health and Safety Management Plan which describes what 
mitigation and management  measures are proposed to be used to eliminate, prevent, control, 
abate or minimize the identified OH&S risks. 

3. Include a Traffic Management Plan in the OH&S plan.  
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Attachment 2:  
 
EPA Review of the Project Application 
 
The EPA is generally satisfied with the Project Application (PA) document; 
 
Urunga Antimony Processing Plant Contaminated Site – Project Application & Preliminary 
Environmental Assessment, prepared by Department of Primary Industries, Soil Conservation 
Service, June 2012.  
 
We have 5 major points which need clarification and/or revision:  
 

• Section 2.1 Location and Land Titles & Section 4.5 Post Remediation Landuse 
 

Figure 4 includes the north-west corner of the site as part of the remediation site. We note that 
this part of the site is not currently regulated as a declared area of significant contamination under 
the existing Management Order. The PA should note that this part of the site is not regulated and 
describe the area as potentially being utilised as part of the remediation process. The north-west 
corner of the site may be proposed as the location of a containment cell. This should be clearly 
presented in the PA so that the Planning Approval allows for utilisation of this area as part of the 
remediation of the site.       
 

• Section 4.6 Validation  
 

The EPA will not be requiring a NSW EPA accredited Site Auditor to review the remediation 
works nor to provide a Site Audit Statement/Report for the site.  
 
The proponent will submit a Validation report to the EPA following the remediation works.  
 
Note: The EPA understands that the Post Remediation land use of the entire site, including the 
former residential areas in the north-west corner of the site will become Public Open Space.  
 

• Section 5.2 State Legislation, Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997  
 
It is our understanding that the remediation works will not require an Environment Protection 
Licence as the PA suggests. The PA quotes Clause 15 (2) (a) which refers to treatment of 
contaminated soil received from ‘off site’. As the site will not be receiving or treating any soil from 
‘off site’ this section of the Act is not applicable.  
 
With regard to Section (2) (b); contaminated soil originating exclusively from on site sources may 
potentially be treated however the treatment will not involve: 

o Incineration (i);  
o Treatment or storage of over 30,000m3 of contaminated soil (ii); or  
o Disturbing more than an aggregate area of 3 hectares of contaminated soil (iii).   

 
• Section 6.1 Environmental Factors 
 
The PA mentions in section 3.3 ‘Contamination’, that acid sulphate soil has the potential when 
disturbed and exposed to oxygen to generate acid. The acid could potentially exacerbate the 
mobilisation of metal contaminants from the tailings or contaminated soil. 
 
Thus, we request that Acid Sulfate Soil / Potential Acid Sulfate Soil (ASS/PASS) is addressed as 
an individual key environmental factor and removal from the Waste section. Mitigation strategies 
are to be employed to ensure that the ASS/PASS are handled and treated appropriately during 
excavation works.  
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• Section 6.6 Air Quality & Section 6.11 OH&S 
 

In Section 6.6 Air Quality, the Risk section part (ii) needs clarification and further information. 
Specifically what “inorganic toxic gases” are being referred to as a potential exposure risk upon 
“exposure to oxygen”?   
 
In Section 6.11 OH&S, the Risk section part (i) needs clarification and further information.  
Specifically what risk of infection is posed from tailings contaminated with heavy metals and what 
gases are being referred to.  
 
Note: the word “plume” refers to water and air bodies only. Hence, we would consider replacing 
‘tailings plume’ with ‘tailings’ or ‘tailing material’ throughout the document.  
 

Additionally, we have these minor comments regarding the Application.  
Page 2: The report has not been signed by the report reviewer.  

Page 13: Source Zone, paragraph 3: typographical error for mercury. 









From:  Chris Ritchie 

To: Deana Burn 
Date:  7/5/2012 12:29 pm 

Subject:  Fwd: 6/22 Urunga Antimony Processing Plan - DGRs 
 

 

 
>>> "Lawrence, Kerryn" <Kerryn.Lawrence@ncahs.health.nsw.gov.au> 7/5/2012 12:28 pm 

>>> 
Hi Chris, 
  
Please find below two recommendations from NSW Ministry of Health for inclusions in the DGRs 
for application 6/22, remediation of the contaminated site at the old Antimony processing plant in 
Urunga. 
  
Thank you for this opportunity. 
  
Regards, 
Kerryn 
  
  
1.  A comprehensive Communication and Community Consultation Strategy should be 
undertaken in Stage 1 of the project.  This should include but not be limited to the residents in 
the neighbourhood, the nearby Child Care Centre management and the parents of children 
attending the Centre, concerned citizens of the area and the Coffs Harbour Local Aboriginal Land 
Council.  
  
2.  An assessment of public health risk should be undertaken.  This should include but not 
be limited to fugitive dust emmissions from the site and public access to the site. 
  

  

Kerryn Lawrence 

Senior Environmental Health Officer (Tue-Fri) |Public Health 

PO Box 126 Port Macquarie NSW 2444 
Tel. 02 6588 2792 | Fax. 02 6588 2837 | Mob. 0418 112 248 | 

Kerryn.Lawrence@ncahs.health.nsw.gov.au  
www.ncahs.nsw.gov.au/public-health 

 

 
  

 

This message (including any attachments) is intended only for the use of the individual or entity 

to which it is addressed and may contain information that is non-public, proprietary, privileged, 

confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable law or may constitute as attorney work 

product. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, 

dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this communication in error, notify us immediately by telephone and (i) destroy this 

message if a facsimile or (ii) delete this message immediately if this is an electronic 
communication. Thank you. North Coast Area Health Service 












