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10. EDD DOG CEMETERY AND MEMORIAL 

10.1 Description 

Location 

This recording consists of the burial places and memorials to past Search and Explosive Detection 

Dogs in the RAE corps. The recording is divided across two locations: 

 A formally laid out cemetery situated on the edge of pocket of remnant native vegetation and 

immediately adjacent to the dog training area, 100 m to the southeast of the Explosive 

Detection Dog (EDD) Unit (e.g. Building B125) on Long Hai Road., Long Hai Road 

Map Grid Location (MGA): 307981.6241312; and 

 A memorial (which also serves a burial ground function), consisting of a standing stone with a 

plaque and an arrangement of individual headstones, situated between the (EDD) Unit 

Buildings (nos. 144 and 125) 

Map Grid Location (MGA): 307877.6241408. 

Historical context 

This summary is based on information kindly provided by Major Fred Cox. 

The use of search dogs within the RAE corps dates from 1944 when the 1
st
 Australian Dog Platoon 

RAE was raised. It was disbanded a year later. 

In 1952 the Australian Army started training mine dogs and scout dogs at the SME, using methods 

developed by the British in World War II and Korea. Kennels, classrooms and stores for this original 

program were located adjacent to the current Dry Bridging Area. The program ended in 1959. 

Following success by US Forces with dogs in the Vietnam conflict, dog and handler training at the 

SME was revived in 1969. The current kennels, and the training area adjacent to the cemetery, date 

from this revival. In 1971 the Mine Dog Wing was re-established at the SME. Neither dogs nor their 

handlers were deployed to Vietnam however due to the Australian withdrawal. 

Following the end of the Vietnam War the Mine Dog Wing took on a research and development role 

and implemented a selective breeding program. Although planned for ten generations, the program 

was suspended in the fourth generation due to the appearance of genetic weaknesses. 

Following the Hilton Hotel bombing in Sydney in 1978, the operational focus of search dogs changed 

to accommodate the civilian community tasks that followed. 

In 1981 the RAE no longer trained mine dogs and commenced training EDDs. The training involved 

the ‘active response’ method and focused on the detection of improvised explosive devices (IEDs), 

explosives, weapons and ammunition caches. 

The SME EDD capability was decentralised in 1986 to land command engineer units. This was 

directed towards a focus back to more conventional warfare employment. The following EDD sections 

were raised: 18
th
 Field Squadron in 1986, 1

st
 Field squadron in 1991, and 7

th
 Field squadron in 1992. 

In 1998 the training regime was changed to a ‘passive response’ method, and the following year this 

program was enhanced with training attachments to the UK utilising a tennis ball reward system. This 

methodology continues to be used by the Combat Engineering Wind at the SME to provide EDDs for 

employment in combat engineer regiments. 

SME trained EDDs were used in Operation SOLACE in Somalia in 1993. In 1994 EDDs were 

deployed in Bougainville on Operation LAGOON as part of the South Pacific peacekeeping force. 
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More recent deployments of EDD teams have been in East Timor, the Solomon Islands, and in 

Afghanistan where they supported both conventional and Special Forces. 

The Cemetery 

The cemetery grounds are currently defined by a gravelled rectangular platform, 21 x 11 m, which is 

aligned north-south. A rough bush log barrier between standing trees has been erected along the 

eastern edge of the platform. Eight marked graves can be distinguished, seven along the eastern 

edge of the platform, facing inward (West), and one on the northern edge facing N. Each evident 

grave has variously defined borders, using stone cobbles, brick, concrete and wooden elements, and 

may be surfaced with earth, gravels or paved with brick. Rope and plastic dog toys have been placed 

on some graves. Three graves contain standing wooden crosses, the names ‘Jasmine DM403’ and 

‘Nugget’ are each evident on two of the crosses (Figure 5.58). Most of the other graves have loose 

rectangular headstones in dressed sandstone, variously placed on grave perimeter. Each headstone 

has the name of the dog engraved upon one surface. It is a tradition that the engraving is executed by 

the dog’s handler and each reflects this individuality in its execution and selection of font(s) (pers. 

Comm. Major Fred Cox). 

This cemetery is thought to have begun as an informal burial ground for dogs since the 

recommencement of SME dog training during the Vietnam War. However the earliest marked grave is 

from the early 1990s (‘Marcus’, situated on the northern edge of the platform). The number, location 

and arrangement of these suspected unmarked graves are not known. It is thought that some 

unmarked graves may be private (non-defence force) dog burials, perhaps related to individual EDD 

handlers. All burial ceremonies are non-military, private affairs and conducted informally (pers. comm. 

Major Fred Cox).  

In parallel with the Afghanistan campaign, the cemetery area was revived round 2006. The gravelled 

platform and log barrier probably date from this time. All graves within this platform date from between 

2006 and 2013. The earlier graves have wooden crosses (‘Marcus’ early 1990s, ‘Nugget’, ‘Max’ 2006 

[cross now missing], and ‘Jasmine’ c.2008), with subsequent graves displaying sandstone 

headstones. 

A number of actively used dog training obstacles and jumps are situated on the northern margin of 

the cemetery. This integration of the everyday dog activity areas with the cemetery space is likely to 

be deliberate and symbolic for the EDD unit and staff.  

The Memorial 

The memorial consists of:  

 A large centrally placed natural standing stone of granite (or granodiorite) with an attached 

engraved polished brass plaque. The plaque faces south and has the following text: 

MEMORIAL 

Dedicated to All 

Past & Present 

Search Dogs 

and 

Handlers 

 The standing stone is surrounded by a boundary of roughly dressed sandstones forming a 

slightly raised bed around the standing stone. The corners are aligned with the cardinal points 

 Arranged in an informal manner around the square kerb are ten sandstone headstones, laid 

flat and flush with the ground surface. Each has a dog’s name engraved on the surface, each 

in an individual manner and font character. 

 Around the outside of the south eastern kerb face, arranged approximately radially are five 

small, roughly dressed low sandstone pedestals, each with an angled top face. Cast metal 

plaques with raised lettering identifying dogs involved in the Afghanistan campaign have been 

placed on three of the pedestals.   
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 A relatively young Peppercorn tree is located 1.5 m to the east. 

The Memorial also served as a burial location and predates the revival of the cemetery around 2006.  

The death dates of the dogs identified on engraved headstones range from 1990/1 (‘Rex’) to 2006 

(‘SAM’), and are presumed to have been buried in the vicinity or near/under the stones. An exception 

is the ‘Rafi’ headstone (2009), which relates to a marked burial plot identified in the cemetery (pers. 

comm. Major Fred Cox). One marked burial in the cemetery dates from the early 1990s (‘Marcus’) 

and thus dates from this period of interment around the Memorial. The three Afghanistan dog plaques 

mark overseas deaths in service in 2007 and are cremations. A recent Defence policy now requires 

all dog remains to be cremated. Previously, cremation had been practised for overseas deaths only. 

Cremated remains may have been interred in the area of the Memorial or alternatively managed off-

site by the dog’s handler. 

Based on the historical review and the descriptions a rough chronological interrelation between the 

cemetery and memorial can be proposed: 

 c.1970 – 1990s Possible burials within the area of the current cemetery, in unmarked 

graves, records not kept 

  1990s – c.2006 Most marked memorials or interments occur around the memorial 

  c.2006 – 2013 Burials are conducted in the revived cemetery area, all are deaths in 

Australia. Cremated remains and memorials continue to be placed 

around the Memorial 

   2014 –       Burials no longer practiced, replaced by cremations  

 

There is an interesting contrast in the arrangements of the cemetery and Memorial. The cemetery 

closely follows the configuration of a human burial ground, with aligned rows of individual graves, 

distinct plot boundaries, and crosses or stones at the ‘head’ of the graves. In contrast, the Memorial 

does not define individual plots and presents an informal arrangement of memorial stones around a 

central standing stone. This may relate to the part-function of the Memorial for the interment of 

cremated remains, but may also mark the emergence of an original format for the commemoration of 

the lives of Defence dogs. 

Neither the EDD cemetery nor Memorial are included in the MUR brief for the salvage and relocation 

of heritage items to the new SME location in the Holsworthy Barracks. The EDD unit and staff intend 

to conduct an internal salvage and relocation program, with the aim of incorporating the headstones 

and memorial into a new commemorative area at their new headquarters. The initial expectation is to 

create a linear memorial walk with provision for the chronological addition of memorials. No 

exhumation of remains is intended. 
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Figure 10.1 Plan of EDD Dog Cemetery 
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Figure 10.2 General plan of EDD Dog Memorial 
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Figure 10.3 Detailed plan of EDD Dog Memorial 
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10.2 Plans of Photograph Locations  
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Figure 10.4 General plan of EDD dog cemetery photo locations. All numbers have a ‘DC&M’ 

prefix.  
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Figure 10.5 Detail plan of EDD dog cemetery photo locations. All numbers have a ‘DC&M’ 

prefix.  
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Figure 10.6 General plan of EDD dog memorial photo locations. All numbers have a ‘DC&M’ 

prefix. 
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Figure 10.7 Detail plan of EDD dog memorial photo locations. All numbers have a ‘DC&M’ 

prefix.  
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10.3 Digital Image Catalogue 

Image ID   Date Subject Direction 
looking 

Exp. 
variant 

Flash 
lighting 

Lens 
focal 
length Archive 

no. (prefix: 
DC&M) 

Field 
no. 

0000 000 00-00-00 xxxxxxx XXX +/- ✓ 000 

Cemetery        

0001 166 03-07-14 General view from northwest corner  SE   10 

0002 167 03-07-14 General view from north S -  10 

0003 168 03-07-14 General view  SW   10 

0004 169 03-07-14 General view  E -  10 

0005 170 03-07-14 General view  NE -  10 

0006 171 03-07-14 General view NE   10 

0007 172 03-07-14 General view  N -  10 

0008 173 03-07-14 General view  NW --  10 

0009 174 03-07-14 General view from northwest corner (same view/subject as 0001) SE +   

0010 175 03-07-14 General view from northwest corner (same view/subject as 0001) SE    

0011 176 03-07-14 General view from north (same view/subject as 0002) S    

0012 177 03-07-14 General view from north (same view/subject as 0002) S +   

0013 178 03-07-14 General view (same view/subject as 0003) SW    

0014 179 03-07-14 General view (same view/subject as 0004) E -   

0015 180 03-07-14 General view (same view/subject as 0005 & 0006) NE    

0016 181 03-07-14 General view (same view/subject as 0007) N    

0017 182 03-07-14 General view (same view/subject as 0007) N -   

0018 183 03-07-14 General view (same view/subject as 0008) NW    

0019 184 03-07-14 General view from northwest SE    

0020 185 03-07-14 Row of graves from south N   19 

0021 186 03-07-14 Row of graves from east W +  11 

0022 187 03-07-14 Row of graves from east W   11 

0023 188 03-07-14 Graves from northwest SE -  20 

0024 189 03-07-14 Graves from northwest SE   20 
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Image ID   Date Subject Direction 
looking 

Exp. 
variant 

Flash 
lighting 

Lens 
focal 
length Archive 

no. (prefix: 
DC&M) 

Field 
no. 

0025 190 03-07-14 Looking across features at north (wall, arc)    20 

0026 191 03-07-14 Looking across features at north (grave, arc, wall)    20 

0027 192 03-07-14 Looking across features at north (grave, arc, wall)  +  20 

0028 193 03-07-14 North grave (Marcus) from north S   28 

0029 194 03-07-14 North grave (Marcus) from north S -  28 

0030 195 03-07-14 North grave (Marcus) from south N   28 

0031 196 03-07-14 North grave (Marcus) from NE SW   28 

0032 197 03-07-14 Detail of cross on northern grave (Marcus) from north S -  28 

0033 198 03-07-14 Detail of cross on northern grave (Marcus) from north S  ✓ 28 

0034 199 03-07-14 Detail of cross on northern grave (Marcus) from north S   28 

0035 200 03-07-14 Concrete block arc from north S   28 

0036 201 03-07-14 Concrete block arc from north S + ✓ 28 

0037 202 03-07-14 Concrete block arc from north S  ✓ 28 

0038 203 03-07-14 Concrete block arc from north S   28 

0039 204 03-07-14 Concrete block arc from north S +  28 

0040 205 03-07-14 Concrete block arc from north S   28 

0041 206 03-07-14 Concrete arc from west E   28 

0042 207 03-07-14 Concrete arc from east W +  28 

0043 208 03-07-14 Concrete arc from east W   28 

0044 209 03-07-14 Concrete arc, horizontal scale N   28 

0045 210 03-07-14 Concrete arc, vertical scale N +  28 

0046 211 03-07-14 Concrete arc, vertical scale N   28 

0047 212 03-07-14 Location of former arc feature (training jump) from south N   28 

0048 213 03-07-14 Location of former arc feature (training jump) from west E   28 

0049 214 03-07-14 Garden bed from northwest SE   28 

0050 215 03-07-14 Garden bed from northwest SE  ✓ 28 

0051 216 03-07-14 Garden bed from northwest SE - ✓ 28 
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Image ID   Date Subject Direction 
looking 

Exp. 
variant 

Flash 
lighting 

Lens 
focal 
length Archive 

no. (prefix: 
DC&M) 

Field 
no. 

0052 217 03-07-14 Garden bed from east W -  28 

0053 218 03-07-14 Garden bed from east W   28 

0054 219 03-07-14 Garden bed from east W  ✓ 28 

0055 220 03-07-14 Wall at north of site, from north S   28 

0056 221 03-07-14 Wall at north of site, from north SW   28 

0057 222 03-07-14 Wall at north of site, from north E   28 

0058 223 03-07-14 Wall at north of site, from north E -  28 

0059 224 03-07-14 Wall from north with vertical scale S   28 

0060 225 03-07-14 Wall from south N   28 

0061 226 03-07-14 Storm grave E   30 

0062 227 03-07-14 Storm grave S   30 

0063 228 03-07-14 Detail of Storm headstone E   30 

0064 229 03-07-14 Storm headstone from above    30 

0065 230 03-07-14 Detail of Storm headstone from above    30 

0066 231 03-07-14 Storm grave E   30 

0067 232 03-07-14 Storm grave S   30 

0068 233 03-07-14 Detail of Storm headstone E   30 

0069 234 03-07-14 Grover grave from west E   30 

0070 235 03-07-14 Grover grave from north S   30 

0071 236 03-07-14 Grover headstone from west E   30 

0072 237 03-07-14 Grover headstone from above    30 

0073 238 03-07-14 Grover grave from southeast  NW   30 

0074 239 03-07-14 Jasmine grave from west E   30 

0075 240 03-07-14 Jasmine grave from west E +  30 

0076 241 03-07-14 Jasmine grave from south N   30 

0077 242 03-07-14 Jasmine grave from south NW   30 

0078 243 03-07-14 Detail of Jasmine cross NE   30 
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Image ID   Date Subject Direction 
looking 

Exp. 
variant 

Flash 
lighting 

Lens 
focal 
length Archive 

no. (prefix: 
DC&M) 

Field 
no. 

0079 244 03-07-14 Nugget grave from west E   30 

0080 245 03-07-14 Nugget grave from north S   30 

0081 246 03-07-14 Nugget grave from northeast SW +  30 

0082 247 03-07-14 Detail of ball on Nugget grave    30 

0083 248 03-07-14 Detail of cross on Nugget grave    30 

0084 249 03-07-14 Detail of toys on Jasmine grave    30 

0085 250 03-07-14 Detail of toys on Jasmine grave    30 

0086 251 03-07-14 Detail of ball on Grover’s grave    30 

0087 252 03-07-14 Max grave (south of Nugget) E   30 

0088 253 03-07-14 Max grave looking southeast SE   28 

0089 254 03-07-14 Max grave looking east E   35 

0090 255 03-07-14 Detail of ball on unmarked (Max) grave, stone  +  25 

0091 256 03-07-14 Detail of ball on unmarked (Max) grave, stone, exposure corrected    25 

0092 257 03-07-14 Northern brick grave (Rafi) from west E   25 

0093 258 03-07-14 Northern brick grave (Rafi) from north S   25 

0094 259 03-07-14 Detail of ball on unmarked brick grave (Rafi)    25 

0095 260 03-07-14 Bruce grave from west E    

0096 261 03-07-14 Bruce grave from south N    

0097 262 03-07-14 Detail of ball on Bruce grave, and headstone     

0098 263 03-07-14 Bruce headstone with scale, from west E    

0099 264 03-07-14 Bruce headstone from above     

0100 265 03-07-14 North grave (Marcus) from north S   28 

0101 266 03-07-14 North grave (Marcus) from northeast SE   28 

0102 267 03-07-14 North grave (Marcus) from south N    

0103 268 03-07-14 North grave (Marcus)  NE    

0104 269 03-07-14 Detail of cross on north grave (Marcus)    28 

0105 270 03-07-14 Detail of cross on north grave (Marcus)     
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Image ID   Date Subject Direction 
looking 

Exp. 
variant 

Flash 
lighting 

Lens 
focal 
length Archive 

no. (prefix: 
DC&M) 

Field 
no. 

0106 271 03-07-14 Concrete block arc from north S    

0107 272 03-07-14 Concrete arc from west E    

0108 273 03-07-14 Concrete arc from east W    

0109 274 03-07-14 Concrete arc with horizontal scale N    

0110 275 03-07-14 Concrete arc with vertical scale N    

0111 276 03-07-14 Detail of back of arc, from south N    

0112 277 03-07-14 Detail of arc from above     

0113 278 03-07-14 Wall at north eastern corner of site, from north S   28 

0114 279 03-07-14 Wall at north eastern corner of site SW   28 

0115 280 03-07-14 Wall at north eastern corner of site E   28 

0116 281 03-07-14 Wall at north eastern corner from south N   28 

0117 282 03-07-14 Wall at north eastern corner from north with vertical scale S   28 

0118 283 03-07-14 Garden bed S    

0119 284 03-07-14 Garden bed NW    

0120 285 03-07-14 Garden bed preserved grave from northwest, better light SE   28 

Memorial        

0121 1 04-07-14 General view from southwest NE   10 

0122 2 04-07-14 General view from southwest, closer NE   10 

0123 3 04-07-14 General view looking southeast SE    

0124 4 04-07-14 General view looking southeast, closer SE   10 

0125 5 04-07-14 General view looking southwest  SW   14 

0126 6 04-07-14 General view looking west-southwest, closer  SW   14 

0127 7 04-07-14 General view looking northwest NW    

0128 8 04-07-14 General view looking northwest, closer  NW    

0129 9 04-07-14 General view looking north  N   20 

0130 10 04-07-14 Detail of headstones looking southeast SE    

0131 11 04-07-14 Detail of headstones looking north N    
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Image ID   Date Subject Direction 
looking 

Exp. 
variant 

Flash 
lighting 

Lens 
focal 
length Archive 

no. (prefix: 
DC&M) 

Field 
no. 

0132 12 04-07-14 Detail of headstones looking south S    

0133 13 04-07-14 Detail of headstones looking west W    

0134 14 04-07-14 Recent Afghanistan stones looking north N    

0135 15 04-07-14 Detail of recent stones working from east to west (Razz)     

0136 16 04-07-14 Detail of recent stones working from east to west (Merlin)     

0137 17 04-07-14 Detail of recent stones working from east to west (Andy)     

0138 18 04-07-14 Detail of Axel headstone,      

0139 19 04-07-14 Detail of Rafi headstone     

0140 20 04-07-14 Detail of Blue headstone     

0141 21 04-07-14 Detail of Buster headstone     

0142 22 04-07-14 Detail of Sam headstone     

0143 23 04-07-14 Detail of Max headstone     

0144 24 04-07-14 Detail of Ben headstone     

0145 25 04-07-14 Detail of Jack headstone     

0146 26 04-07-14 Detail of Holly headstone     

0147 27 04-07-14 Detail of Rex headstone     

0148 28 04-07-14 Commemorative stone and plaque N    

0149 29 04-07-14 Detail of plaque N    

0150 30 04-07-14 Commemorative stone and plaque N  ✓  

0151 31 04-07-14 North western face of commemorative stone SE    

0152 32 04-07-14 North eastern face of commemorative stone SW    

0153 33 04-07-14 North eastern face of commemorative stone SW  ✓  

0154 34 04-07-14 North eastern face of commemorative stone SW  ✓  

0155 35 04-07-14 Detail of stones on east side of commemorative stone E    
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10.4 Photographic Thumbnail Compendium 
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