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Why Lake Wollumboola and the Crookhaven River are important Wetlands.

Both the Shoalhaven-Crookhaven Estuary and Lake Wollumboola are Wetlands of National Importance and

Internationally significant migratory bird habitat. Together they form the most important habitat for
migratory and indigenous birds on the NSW South Coast.

Lake Wollumboola.
A unique, natural intermittently closing and opening coastal lake, highly susceptible to pollution.

High biodiversity, including water birds, as well as Endangered wetland vegetation and the Green and
Golden Bell Frog.

o Internationally significant for migratory waders, sea birds, shorebirds.

Internationally significant for regularly supporting more than | % of the estimated world populations of
Black Swan and Chestnut Teal with flocks of over 13,000 Swans recorded.

Supports plant and animal species at cﬁ'tical stages of their life cycles providing a key bréeding site for
the Migratory Little Tern and the Green and Golden Bell Frog.

Provides refuge during drought conditions for indigenous water birds and on occasions has been
estimated to support more than 20,000 water birds, shorebirds and waders.

Lower Crookhbaven River Estuary.

Extensive wetland vegetation includes Endangered Ecological Communities, Coastal Salt Marsh and
Swamp Oak Floodplain Forest protected under State Environment Planning Policy 14.

Extensive areas of seagrass, and Grey and River mangroves protected under the Fisheries Act.

Habitat for migratory waders and indigenous water and shorebirds. Ducks, Pelicans, Spoonbills.

Refuge and nursery habitat for important fish species such as Flathead, Blackfish, Mullet, Snapper and
Bream, prawns, crabs, oysters and crustaceans.

These wetland values are dependent on the water quality and natural flow regime being maintained.

Catchment values.

The coastal forests and wetlands of the Lake Wollumboola and adjacent lower Crookhaven River catchment
are areas of high biodiversity, identified in the South Coast Regional Conservation Plan 2010 as being of

“High Conservation Value” to be protected as “Wildlife corridors.”

This area provides a significant wildlife habitat corridor linking Seven Mile Beach National Park and
Comerong Island Nature Reserve in the Crookhaven/Shoathaven River estuary south to the Jervis Bay
National Park as well as providing a cosridor to reserves west to the mountains and Morton National Park.
Maintenance of this wildlife habitat corridor is critical for assisting endangered coastal species and
ecological communities to migrate and adapt to climate change and seca level rise.
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