Notice of decision

Section 2.22 and clause 20 of Schedule 1 of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act 1979

Application type State significant development

Application number and | SSD 10300

project name Coffs Harbour Cultural and Civic Space

Applicant Coffs Harbour City Council

Consent Authority Minister for Planning and Public Spaces
Decision

The Minister for Planning and Public Spaces has, under section 4.38 of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act 1979 (the EP&A Act) granted consent to the development application subject to the recommended
conditions.

A copy of the development consent and conditions is available here.

A copy of the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment’'s Assessment Report is available here.
Date of decision

17 November 2020

Reasons for decision

The following matters were taken into consideration in making this decision:

e the relevant matters listed in section 4.15 of the EP&A Act and the additional matters listed in the statutory
context section of the Department’'s Assessment Report;

e the prescribed matters under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000;

e the objects of the EP&A Act;

e all information submitted to the Department during the assessment of the development application and
information considered in the Department’'s Assessment Report;

e the findings and recommendations in the Department’s Assessment Report; and

o the views of the community about the project (see Attachment 1).

The findings and recommendations set out in the Department’'s Assessment Report were accepted and adopted
as the reasons for making this decision.

The key reasons for granting consent to the development application (the proposal) are as follows:

e the project is permissible with development consent

o the project fully complies with the planning controls applying to the site

e the project would not result in any significant visual or amenity impacts on the surrounding area

e the project would not result in any unacceptable traffic or car parking impacts.
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¢  Attachment 1 — Consideration of Community Views

The Department exhibited the Environmental Impact Statement for the project from Thursday 3 October 2019 until
Wednesday 30 October (28 days) and received 823 submissions including 6 submissions from government
agencies, a submission from Coffs Harbour City Council, 784 public submissions of objection, 3 providing comment
and 19 in support.

A petition (containing over 10,000 signatures) was also submitted to the NSW Parliament by Coffs Harbour MP,
Mr Gurmesh Singh. The petition requests the Minister for Local Government to infervene and pause the project to
enable further community consultation and consideration of alternative options for a new performing arts facility,
art gallery library and museum.

The Department also undertook the following consultation activities:
» conducled a site inspection; and
+ responded to numerous enquiries from interested community members.

Key planning issues raised in public submissions related to car parking, traffic, bulk and scale and visual impact.
Several non-planning related issues were also raised including the potential cost of the project, the inclusion of
Council offices and Council's decision-making process in pursuing the project. Other issues are addressed in detail
in the Department’s Assessment Report.
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