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Executive Summary 
JDH Architects have been engaged by the NSW Department of Education to design new contemporary learning environments for 

Bankstown North Public School. The project has been determined as a State Significant Development. The Planning Secretary’s 

Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs) for SSD 10290. Requirement 11 of the SEARs states the following:  
 

11. Aboriginal Heritage 

• Identify and describe the Aboriginal cultural heritage values that exist across the site and document these in an 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report (ACHAR). This may include the need for surface survey and test 

excavation.  

• Identify and address the Aboriginal cultural heritage values in accordance with the Guide to investigating, 

assessing and reporting on Aboriginal cultural heritage in NSW (OEH 2011) and Code of Practice for 

Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW (OEH 2010).  

• Undertake consultation with Aboriginal people and document in accordance with Aboriginal cultural heritage 

consultation requirements for proponents 2010 (DECCW). The significance of cultural heritage values of 

Aboriginal people who have a cultural association with the land are to be documented in the ACHAR.  

• Identify, assess and document all impacts on the Aboriginal cultural heritage values in the ACHAR.  

• The EIS and the supporting ACHR must demonstrate attempts to avoid any impact upon cultural heritage values 

and identify any conservation outcomes. Where impacts are unavoidable, the ACHAR and EIS must outline 

measures proposed to mitigate impacts. Any objects recorded as part of the assessment must be documented 

and notified to OEH.  
 

Unearthed Archaeology & Heritage were commissioned by JDH Architects to undertake an Aboriginal archaeological assessment 

(Stening 2018). That assessment demonstrated that it is highly unlikely that any evidence of Aboriginal occupation would be 

impacted upon by the proposed redevelopment of Bankstown North Public School. Given that Bankstown North Public School is 

situated on Wianamatta Shales and is located approximately 900m from the Cooks River, it would be expected that if any evidence 

of Aboriginal occupation did exist within the study area, that only very low density open camp sites or isolated finds that are the 

result of tool manufacture or discard would be expected.   

 

The area proposed for demolition of existing buildings and the construction of new buildings and structures was inspected carefully 

to understand the potential impacts of the proposed works. The area of proposed works has undergone significant disturbance 

with the construction of buildings, levelling and cutting of areas for playground and car parking surfaces, the installation of 

underground services and general landscaping. The ongoing development of the school would have removed the upper layers of 

soil and therefore removed any evidence of Aboriginal occupation within the grounds of Bankstown North Public School.   

 

However, in accordance with Requirement 11 of the SEARs, consultation in accordance with OEH’s Aboriginal cultural heritage 

consultation requirements for proponents 2010 has been undertaken. This Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report 

(ACHAR) documents that consultation process. As a result of the consultation a total of eight Aboriginal organisations or individuals 

registered an interest in the project. The Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) are:  

 

• Gandangara Local Aboriginal Land Council  • Cullendulla 

• Darug Land Observations • Biamanga 

• Amanda Hickey Cultural Services • Murramarang; 

• Goobah  • Barking Owl Aboriginal Corporation  
 

1. Aboriginal consultation in accordance with OEH’s Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation requirements for 

proponents 2010 has been undertaken, however consultation should continue throughout the duration of the 

project;  

 

2. Consultation should be undertaken with Gandangara Local Aboriginal Land Council in respect of including 

Aboriginal history and cultural heritage into the proposed Heritage Interpretation Plan for the school;  

 

3. No further archaeological investigation is required, however, Gandangara Local Aboriginal Land Council have 

stated that they would like a site officer on site to monitor any ground disturbance; 

 

4. An Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) is not required for any works at Bankstown North Public School.    
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1.0 Background Information 
1.1 Introduction 

The NSW Department of Education (DoE) is preparing a State Significant Development Application (SSD 

10290) for the redevelopment of Bankstown North Public School (BNPS) located at 322 Hume Highway, 

Bankstown, identified as the existing Bankstown North Public School.  

 

The Planning Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs) for SSD 10290. Requirement 11 

of the SEARs states the following:  

 

11. Aboriginal Heritage 

• Identify and describe the Aboriginal cultural heritage values that exist across the site and document 

these in an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report (ACHAR). This may include the need for 

surface survey and test excavation.  

• Identify and address the Aboriginal cultural heritage values in accordance with the Guide to 

investigating, assessing and reporting on Aboriginal cultural heritage in NSW (OEH 2011) and Code 

of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW (OEH 2010).  

• Undertake consultation with Aboriginal people and document in accordance with Aboriginal 

cultural heritage consultation requirements for proponents 2010 (DECCW). The significance of 

cultural heritage values of Aboriginal people who have a cultural association with the land are to 

be documented in the ACHAR.  

• Identify, assess and document all impacts on the Aboriginal cultural heritage values in the ACHAR.  

• The EIS and the supporting ACHR must demonstrate attempts to avoid any impact upon cultural 

heritage values and identify any conservation outcomes. Where impacts are unavoidable, the 

ACHAR and EIS must outline measures proposed to mitigate impacts. Any objects recorded as part 

of the assessment must be documented and notified to OEH.  

 

Unearthed Archaeology & Heritage were commissioned by JDH Architects to undertake an Aboriginal 

archaeological assessment (Stening 2018). That assessment demonstrated that it is highly unlikely that any 

evidence of Aboriginal occupation would be impacted upon by the proposed redevelopment of Bankstown 

North Public School. 

 

 

1.2 Study area location 

Bankstown North Public School is located at 322 Hume Highway, Bankstown, approximately 16kn to the 

north west of the Sydney Central Business District (CBD). It is located within the Canterbury-Bankstown 

Council Local Government Area (LGA). It comprises Lot 14 DP 1000689.  

 

Bankstown North Public School is bound by Stacey Street to the north, Beresford Avenue to the east, the 

Hume Highway to the south and the residential properties fronting the eastern side of Rookwood Road to 

the west.  
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Figure 1 below shows the location of Bankstown. Figure 2 below shows the location of Bankstown North 

Public School on the topographic map. Figure 3 below shows Bankstown North Public School on the aerial 

photograph.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Showing the location of Bankstown indicated by the arrow (map courtesy of Google Maps).  
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Figure 2: Showing Bankstown North Public School outlined in purple (topographic map courtesy of www.maps.six.gov.nsw,au)  

http://www.maps.six.gov.nsw,au/
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Figure 3: Showing the boundaries of Bankstown North Public School on the 2018 aerial photograph outlined in purple  
(map courtesy of www.maps.six.gov.au) . 

http://www.maps.six.gov.au/
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1.3 Statutory Controls 

National Parks & Wildlife Act 1974 

 

The National Parks & Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Act) provides statutory protection to all Aboriginal sites within 

New South Wales. The Office of Environment and Heritage is the State Government agency responsible for 

the implementation and management of this Act.  

 

Part 6 of the NPW Act provides provision for the protection of all “Aboriginal objects” which are defined as 

“any deposit, object or material evidence (not being a handicraft made for sale) relating to the Aboriginal 

habitation of the area that comprises New South Wales, being habitation before or concurrent with (or 

both) the occupation of that area by persons of non-Aboriginal extraction, and includes Aboriginal 

remains”. Part 6 of the Act states that it is an offence to harm or desecrate an Aboriginal object or Aboriginal 

place, without an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP).  

 

The Aboriginal archaeological assessment (Stening 2018) undertaken in accordance with OEH’s Code of 

Practice for the Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW and Guide to investigating, 

assessing and reporting on Aboriginal cultural heritage in NSW. determined that it is highly unlikely that the 

proposed works would impact on any Aboriginal objects or any evidence of Aboriginal occupation. 

Therefore, an Aboringal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) will not be required for the proposed works as 

detailed in this report.  

 

However, Condition 11 of the SEARs requires that consultation in accordance with OEH’s Aboriginal cultural 

heritage consultation requirements for proponents 2010 be implemented and this ACHAR prepared. These 

guidelines require that an advertisement be placed in the local paper seeking Aboriginal people or 

organisations to register an interest; and that the organisations listed below be contacted in writing to 

advise of the project and to obtain a list of Aboriginal people or organisations who have knowledge relevant 

to determining the cultural significance of Aboriginal objects and/or places:  

 

• Office of Environment and Heritage 

• The Local Aboriginal Land Council 

• The Registrar of Aboriginal Owners 

• The Native Title Tribunal 

• Native Title Services Corporation 

• Local Council  

• The Catchment Management Authority.  

 

Once the above has been undertaken a log of Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) must be prepared and 

consultation must be undertaken with the RAPs in accordance with the requirements. 

 

This report details the consultation undertaken in accordance with the Aboriginal cultural heritage 

consultation requirements for proponents 2010 for Bankstown North Public School.  
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1.4 Areas of proposed harm to Aboriginal objects 

The proposal is for the redevelopment of BNPS for a total of 36 new teaching spaces by 2022:  

 

• Demolition works 

• Construction of new carpark 

• Construction of temporary school demountables.  
 

The planning approval pathway for BNPS redevelopment is State Significant Development (SSD). However, 

the following works will be undertaken as part of a separate planning approval pathway to enable the SSD 

works to take place (these do not form part of the SSD application): 

 

• Construction if a three storey building for 24 new permanent homebases 

• Construction of a 3 storey building for new staff and administration facilities, new library, special 
programs and homeebases 

• Construction of a new games court 

• Construction of a new assembly area 

• Construction of a new kiss and drop area 

• Demolition of existing demountables and existing sport court.  
 

Figure 4 below shows the existing site plan for Bankstown North Public School. Figure 5.shows the proposed 

concept plan.  

 

However, the Aboriginal archaeological assessment has determined that it is highly unlikely that any 

Aboriginal objects or evidence of Aboriginal occupation exists within the study area and therefore there is 

no proposed harm to any Aboriginal objects.  
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Figure 4: Showing the existing site plan of Bankstown North Public School (plan courtesy of JDH Architects). 
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Figure 5: Showing the proposed concept plan for Bankstown North Public School (plan courtesy of JDH Architects).  
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2.0 Landscape and Environmental Context 
2.1 Topography 

Bankstown North Public School is located within the central portion of the Sydney Basin. The Sydney Basin 

is a geological basin of the Permian-Triassic era that covers an area of 64,000km2 on the central eastern 

coast of Australia (http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/bioregions/SydneyBasin-Landform.htm 

12/10/2017). The Sydney Basin is comprised of sandstone and shales which has been subjected to erosion, 

creating a landscape of steep sandstone cliffs and escarpments, plateaus over areas of shale and coastal 

sand dune and wetland systems (Stening 2018b, 4).  

 

Bankstown is located in the south western portion of the Cumberland Plain, the low lying, gently undulating 

plain which covers approximately 30% of the Sydney Basin. The Cumberland Plain covers an area of 

approximately 2750m2 and extends from Windsor in the north west to Picton in the south, the Nepean-

Hawkesbury River in the west, to the headwaters of the Georges and Parramatta Rivers in the east and to 

the Hornsby Plateau in the north (Stening 2018a, 6).  

 

Bankstown North Public School is located approximately 900m to the south of the Cooks River, 

approximately 2km to the east of Duck River and approximately 1.4km to the west of an unnamed creek 

line. It is located approximately 1.4km to the south east of the confluence of the Cooks and Duck Rivers. 

The Hume Highway follows the ridgeline and the grounds of Bankstown North Public School gradually slope 

up toward the Hume Highway ridgeline.  

 

 

2.2 Stream Order Modelling 

Stream order can be used to facilitate a predictive model of Aboriginal land use patterns. A creek or small 

tributary that generally does not have any water flowing into it, but feeds into a larger stream is classified 

as a first order stream. A first order stream can have intermittent flow. When two first order streams join, 

it creates a second order stream, and the joining of two second order streams creates a third order stream 

and so forth (Strahler 1957).  

 

McDonald and Mitchell (1994) developed a predictive model within the Cumberland Plain which 

demonstrates that stream order can be used to predict areas of archaeological potential. Their hypothesis 

is that in order to allow permanent stream flow or to allow the formation of waterholes with extended 

longevity over months and years, it is necessary to have a threshold catchment area. The critical point at 

where the necessary conditions are met is at the junction of two second or third order streams. Locations 

such as these areas likely to contain larger, more complex sites with higher densities of artefacts, whilst 

locations within 100 metres of second and third order streams are likely to contain large sites (Stening 

2018a, 7).  

 

The study area is located approximately 900m to the south of the Cooks River, a third order stream. The 

study area is located approximately 900m to the west of an unnamed creek line, a first order stream. The 

proximity of a third order stream indicates that archaeological potential could be expected within the study 

area.   

 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/bioregions/SydneyBasin-Landform.htm%2012/10/2017
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/bioregions/SydneyBasin-Landform.htm%2012/10/2017
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2.3 Geology and soils 

The geology of the Sydney CBD is characterised by Hawkesbury Sandstone with areas of overlying 

Wianamatta Shales (Stening 2018a, 6). Bankstown North Public School is located on the Bringelly Shales of 

the Wianamatta Shales Group. The Wianamatta Shales do not provide a significant variety of lithic materials 

suitable for small tool manufacture, however small outcrops of tuff can be found in the upper layer (Herbert 

1980: 22; Sydney Geological Map 1:100,000). However, the surrounding Hawkesbury Sandstone weathers 

into overhangs and shelters suitable for habitation and protection from the elements and provides surfaces 

suitable for the manufacture of ground edge implements and for the engraving and painting of art. 

Outcrops of materials suitable for small tool manufacture, such as chert, silcrete, tuff and quartz, weather 

from the Hawkesbury Sandstone (Stening 2018a, 6).  

 

The NSW Soil and Land Information System provides two soil profiles in the vicinity of the study area. A soil 

profile sampled to the north west of Bankstown North Public Schools indicated an A1 soil profile of a brown 

silty loam to a depth of approximately 30cm overlying an A2 horizon of pinkish grey light clay to a depth of 

60cm (Soil Essentials Report: Bano Hall Res. Birrong). A second soil profile recorded to the south of 

Bankstown North Public School is comprised of Yellow Podzolic Soils. This soil profile is characterised by a 

dark brown coarse sandy loam to a depth of approximately 25cm, overlying a pale brown sandy clay loam 

to a depth of 40cm, with a yellowish brown medium clay to a depth of approximately 60cm (Soil Essentials 

Report: Bankstown). Aboriginal archaeological deposits including camp sites would be anticipated to be 

located within the silty and sandy loams in the upper 30-40cm of the natural soil profile.  

 

  

Figure 6: Showing the location of Bankstown North Public School (indicated by the arrow) on the Sydney 1:100,000 
Geological Map.  
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2.4 Vegetation 

Historically the study area would have been comprised of the Shale/Gravel Transition Forest vegetation 

community which is characterised by Red Ironbark (Eucalyptus fibrosa), Woollybutt (Eucalyptus longifolia) 

and Grey Box (Eucalyptus moluccana). A sparse shrub layer is usually present which includes Blackthorn 

(Bursaria spinosa), Daviesia ulicifolia and Peach Heath Lissanthe strigose 

(http://www.shanespark.com/UBBS/UBBS%20Flora%20App1%20-%20Bankstown.pdf)  

 

Flowers of the many eucalypt and banksia species provide a rich nectar that was eaten by Aboriginal people 

and the wide variety of vegetation provided a food source for animal species, such as small marsupials and 

birds, which are associated with the Aboriginal diet. The large trees provided bark and wood for coolamons 

(a shallow carrying vessel for food or water), shields, spears and canoes (Stening 2018b, 6).  

 

 

2.5 Land use history and current land use 

The present day Bankstown North Public School was known as Bankstown Public School from its opening 

in 1868 until the name was changed in 1914. The school began in a weatherboard church hall and the first 

public school building was opened in 1880. The two storey brick building which still sits at the corner of the 

Hume Highway and Beresford Avenue was opened in 1924 and was extended in 1944. In 1953 a four room 

Infants’ Department was constructed and another building in 1959. In the 1980s, demountable classrooms 

were introduced to the school. In 2011 a new hall and canteen were constructed, and the library 

refurbished in the old hall (http://bankstownnorthps.com.au/our-school/history).   

 

Figure 7 below shows a photograph of Bankstown North Public School in 1914. Figure 8 shows the school 

in 1924 and Figure 9 shows the 1943 aerial photograph of the school site.   

http://www.shanespark.com/UBBS/UBBS%20Flora%20App1%20-%20Bankstown.pdf
http://bankstownnorthps.com.au/our-school/history
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Figure 7:Bankstown North Public School in1914 (photo courtesy of 
http://bankstownnorthps.com.au/our-school/history/dsc02070)  

Figure 8:Bankstown North Public School in 1924 (photo courtesy of 
http://bankstownnorthps.com.au/our-school/history/dsc02073).  

http://bankstownnorthps.com.au/our-school/history/dsc02070
http://bankstownnorthps.com.au/our-school/history/dsc02073
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Figure 9: Showing the 1943 aerial with the present day footprint of Bankstown North Public School outlined in red (map courtesy of 
www.maps.six.gov.nsw.au).  

http://www.maps.six.gov.nsw.au/
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3.0 Archaeological Context 
3.1 Sydney Basin 

Research into the regional and local archaeological context of the study area can be used to develop an 

understanding of the patterning of Aboriginal land use and enable the preparation of a predictive model to 

determine the likelihood of particular site types being located within the study area.   

 

The Last Glacial Maximum (LGM), the last period when Earth’s ice sheets were at their maximum glaciation, 

occurred between 15,000 – 18,000 years ago. Sea levels were up to 130m below current sea levels during 

this period (Nutley 2006, 1). As temperatures started to rise at the end of the LGM, the polar ice caps started 

to melt and sea levels began to rise, and in doing so helped to form the present day Sydney landscape.  

 

As sea levels rose, people were forced to move inland, abandoning formerly coastal sites which were now 

being inundated by the sea (Nutley 2006). Sea levels began to stabilise about 6,000 years ago and the 

majority of sites around the Sydney region date to the last 5,000 years after sea levels had stabilised. 

Research into submerged Aboriginal sites has demonstrated that several submerged sites in the Sydney 

region date to more than 10,000 years BP.  

 

Research into the regional and local archaeological context of the study area can be used to develop an 

understanding of the patterning of Aboriginal land use and enable the preparation of a predictive model to 

determine the likelihood of particular site types being located within the study area.   

 

The Last Glacial Maximum (LGM), the last period when Earth’s ice sheets were at their maximum glaciation, 

occurred between 15,000 – 18,000 years ago. Sea levels were up to 130m below current sea levels during 

this period (Nutley 2006, 1). As temperatures started to rise at the end of the LGM, the polar ice caps started 

to melt and sea levels began to rise, and in doing so helped to form the present day Sydney landscape.  

 

As sea levels rose, people were forced to move inland, abandoning formerly coastal sites which were now 

being inundated by the sea (Nutley 2006). Sea levels began to stabilise about 6,000 years ago and the 

majority of sites around the Sydney region date to the last 5,000 years after sea levels had stabilised. 

Research into submerged Aboriginal sites has demonstrated that several submerged sites in the Sydney 

region date to more than 10,000 years BP.  

 

In 1989 the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) engaged Smith to undertake an Aboriginal Site 

Planning Study to assist in the management of Aboriginal sites on the Cumberland Plain (Smith 1989), as 

the number of archaeological investigations being undertaken in the region was increasing due to 

increasing development.  

 

Smith’s study indicated that site location and site densities were heavily influenced by the availability of 

water and of raw materials to manufacture tools, however other environmental factors including 

topography, soil type and vegetation had significantly less influence on site location and densities (1989:3). 

She states that sites “will most likely occur along permanent creeks and within and around swamp margins” 

(1989: 2). When discussing the Liverpool Local Government Area where the present study area is located, 

Smith notes that in this area, factors such as soils, topography and vegetation do not influence site location 

but rather that the vast majority of artefacts within the area are located within 100m of water and that 

artefacts scatters were most likely to be found in association with permanent water sources (Smith 1989).  
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The burgeoning expansion of development into southern, northern and western Sydney has increased since 

Smith’s (1989) study, resulting in a significant increase in the archaeological investigation of the 

Cumberland Plain. The results of these archaeological assessments and excavations has demonstrated the 

complexity of the archaeological record across the region. In particular, ongoing research and investigation 

has indicated that the presence of surface artefact scatters does not indicate the full nature and extent of 

the archaeological deposit. Archaeological deposits can be located despite historical disturbance and in 

locations with a lack of surface artefacts. The research has indicated that more complex sites with higher 

artefact densities are generally located on permanent water sources and areas with major confluences 

present are prime site locations (Stening 2016, 11).  

 

In 1997, Kohen’s (1997) studies around Penrith determined that sites such as surface artefact scatters, rock 

shelters and grinding grooves “are particularly likely to occur adjacent to the rivers and creeks”, such as the 

Nepean River, a fifth order stream.  

 

The results of McDonald’s excavations in the Rouse Hill Development Area (2005) refined the model of 

occupation for the Cumberland Plain. She examined site location, mobility and change over time, in relation 

to stream order. Her study determined that confluences of second and third order streams with other 

watercourses are more likely to contain major, complex sites.  

 

She examined the dynamic nature of lithic, or stone tool, technologies across the Cumberland Plain. She 

analysed the manner in which “stone technologies were organised in relation to landscape” and the way in 

which technologies and the model of occupation across the Cumberland Plain changed over time in 

response to environmental factors (McDonald 2005:np). As sea levels rose and population levels increased 

in the region, sites become more intensively occupied and some groups live permanently in the Cumberland 

Plain. As such, emphasis is placed on locally sourced raw materials for the manufacture of stone tools and 

lithic technology changes accordingly (McDonald 2005: np).  

 

McDonald’s excavation methodology demonstrated that a lack of artefacts on the surface does not reflect 

the actual archaeological potential of a site. She states that “despite artefacts being rare or completely 

absent on the surface of each of the sites investigated, all six sites were found to contain intact 

archaeological deposit” (McDonald 2005:np). Sites were selected for investigation based on their assessed 

archaeological potential.  

 

McDonald’s extensive studies across the Cumberland Plain have resulted in a predictive model for the 

region. She determined that sites located on fourth or fifth order streams are likely to be more complex 

and possibly stratified indicating ongoing, repeated, lengthy occupation at these locations. Sites with 

evidence of frequent occupation are likely to be located within third order stream catchment areas.  Second 

order streams have the potential to contain sites which reflect occasional occupation. 

 

Comber’s excavations at Penrith Lakes (2010) confirmed the model of occupation presented by Kohen 

(1997) and McDonald (2005). Excavations were undertaken in two locations, adjacent to the Nepean River, 

a fifth order stream. Her excavations revealed that despite only a low density artefact scatter being present 

on the surface at each location, more than 1,000 artefacts were collected from a highly stratified, 

intensively occupied site.  
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Excavations undertaken at a highly disturbed location adjacent to Eastern Creek, a third order stream, at 

Doonside (Stening 2011). These excavations demonstrated that despite no surface artefacts being 

recorded, more than 1,000 artefacts were uncovered. Analysis showed that the site had been occupied by 

a larger, more complex group over more extensive periods of time.  

 

In 1984 Haglund located one open artefact scatter and one isolated find between King Georges Road, 

Beverly Hills and Heathcote Road, Moorebank along the banks of the Georges River. In that report she 

summarised work undertaken to date in South Sydney and determined that the “known sites are mostly, 

by, or close to, the Georges River in sandstone cliffs or outcrops” (1984: 3).  

 

Extensive survey work was undertaken by Koettig (1980; 1982) and Koettig and Hughes (1983) along the 

route of the proposed rail link between East Hills and Glenfield within the Wianamatta Shale landscape. No 

Aboringal sites were recorded during this extensive fieldwork program.  

 

Smith (1989), Kohen (1997) and McDonald’s (2005) model of occupation for the Cumberland Plain indicates 

that larger, more complex sites are more likely to be located at the confluence of several watercourses, 

especially higher order streams. Evidence of frequent occupation is likely to be located within third order 

stream catchment areas, despite a lack or a low density of surface artefacts. First and second order creeks 

are likely to contain evidence of less complex and lower density sites. Therefore, given that the study area 

is located approximately 1.4km to the south east of the confluence of the Cooks and Duck Rivers two third 

order streams, evidence of frequent occupation could be expected within the study area.  

 

A study of Aboriginal subsistence patterns and cultural change across the Sydney region was undertaken 

by Attenbrow in 2002. She determined that the Sydney region was not intensively occupied until sea levels 

rose about 5,000 years ago. She concluded that middens and open campsites comprised over half of the 

over 4000 Aboriginal sites registered on the AHIMS database at the time and that the main focus of 

Aboriginal occupation was “on the valley bottoms and shorelines” (2002: 47). Her analysis also determined 

that Aboriginal people were more likely to occupy the coastal and estuarine landscapes on Hawkesbury 

sandstone, rather than the hinterland and freshwater environments on the Wianamatta shales.  

 

The present study area is located on the Wianamatta Shales on and on the slope below the ridgeline within 

a hinterland/freshwater environment, an area which Attenbrow’s (2002) research demonstrates was not 

as heavily populated as on the coast. The predictive model indicates that sites are more likely to occur on 

the valley bottoms and shorelines on Hawkesbury Sandstone, rather than in locations as at Bankstown 

North Public School which is located on and just below the ridgeline on Wianamatta Shales.   

 

 

3.2 Bankstown and Surrounding Suburbs 

A search of the Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) on 23rd November 2018 

indicates that there are five registered Aboriginal sites within a 5km radius of the study area. Table 1 below 

shows the details of those five registered Aboriginal sites within the vicinity of the study area. Figure 10 

below shows the location of these five sites.  
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AHIMS No. Site Location Site type 

45-6-2546 

This site is located within the northwest corner of 
Punchbowl Park, approximately 3.1km to the 

south of the present study area within an area of 
Hawkesbury Sandstone.  

Open camp site with stone 
artefacts and midden material.  

45-6-2470 

The site is recorded as on the “track to pipeline 
through public reserve” just above the 

mangroves. The site is located approximately 
6.3km to the south of the present study area 
within an area of Hawkesbury Sandstone. . 

Rock shelter with deposit.  

45-6-2471 

The site is recorded as on the “track to pipeline 
through public reserve” just above the 

mangroves. The site is located approximately 
6.3km to the south of the present study area 

within an area of Hawkesbury Sandstone.. 

Rock shelter with deposit.  

45-6-1783 

This site is located behind Clarke Street South, 
Peakhurst and approximately 100m from Salt Pan 
Creek. The site is located approximately 6.9km to 

the south of the study area within an area of 
Hawkesbury Sandstone.  

Rock shelter with deposit 

45-6-3358 

Riverwood PAD01 is located at within preserved 
parkland and within 200m of Salt Pan Creek at 
Kentucky Road Riverwood. The site is located 

approximately 4.5km to the south of the present 
study area within an area of Hawkesbury 

Sandstone.  

Potential Archaeological Deposit 

Table 1: Showing the details of registered AHIMS sites within 1km of the study area. 

 

 

The Canterbury-Bankstown City Council website states that among the most important Aboringal sites in 

the LGA is “the surviving Aboriginal artwork sites in Canterbury Bankstown is a rock shelter located at 

Undercliff, in the environs of Cooks River”. The website also mentions a “site of Aboriginal resistance to 

settlers” at Punchbowl. Council indicates on their website that evidence of Aboriginal occupation can be 

found “along the Georges River, Cooks River and other areas, including rock and overhand paintings, stone 

scrapers, middens and axe grinding grooves” (https://www.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/community/cultural-

services/aboriginal-torres-strait-islanders/aboriginal-history-places-of-significance).  

 

The results of the AHIMS search indicate that no Aboriginal sites have been registered within the Bankstown 

area. However, the above sites within a 5km radius of the study area indicate that rock shelters and open 

camp sites could be expected, and that evidence of Aboriginal occupation is more likely located in the 

vicinity of fresh water in areas of Hawkesbury Sandstone and in areas undisturbed by urban and commercial 

development. 

 

Given that Bankstown North Public School is situated on Wianamatta Shales and is located approximately 

900m from the Cooks River, it would be expected that if any evidence of Aboriginal occupation did exist 

within the study area, that only very low density open camp sites or isolated finds that are the result of tool 

manufacture or discard would be expected.   

https://www.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/community/cultural-services/aboriginal-torres-strait-islanders/aboriginal-history-places-of-significance
https://www.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/community/cultural-services/aboriginal-torres-strait-islanders/aboriginal-history-places-of-significance
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3.3 The Study Area 

A search of the AHIMS database dated 23rd November 2018 indicates that there are no registered Aboriginal 

sites within the study area.  

 

 

3.4 Predictive Model 

The above environmental and archaeological research across the Sydney region indicates that it is more 

likely that evidence of Aboriginal occupation will be found on the coastal and estuarine landscapes on 

Hawkesbury sandstone rather than the hinterland and freshwater environments on the Wianamatta shales, 

such as the present study area. Evidence of Aboringal occupation within the Bankstown area is likely to be 

focused around the Cooks and Georges Rivers.  

 

Figure 10: Showing the location of the five registered AHIMS sites within a 5km radius of Bankstown North Public School.  
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The results of the AHIMS search indicates that rock shelters and open camp sites are the most commonly 

occurring site type in the area, however rock shelters are not expected within the study area as there is no 

outcropping sandstone suitable for shelters. As the study area has previously been cleared of all original 

vegetation, scarred or carved trees are not expected.  

 

Bankstown North Public School is located on the Wianamatta Shales on and on the slope below the 

ridgeline within a hinterland/freshwater environment, an area which Attenbrow’s (2002) research 

demonstrates was not as heavily populated as on the coast. The predictive model indicates that sites are 

more likely to occur on the valley bottoms and shorelines on Hawkesbury Sandstone, rather than in 

locations as at Bankstown North Public School which is located on and just below the ridgeline on 

Wianamatta Shales.   

 

Given that Bankstown North Public School is situated on Wianamatta Shales and is located approximately 

900m from the Cooks River, it would be expected that if any evidence of Aboriginal occupation did exist 

within the study area, that only very low density open camp sites or isolated finds that are the result of tool 

manufacture or discard would be expected.   

  



 

 
 

Bankstown North Public School | Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment | May 2020 | 20 

 

4.0 Consultation Process 
The following table summarises the consultation undertaken in accordance with Aboriginal cultural 

heritage consultation requirements for proponents 2010. Copies of the letters, notifications, advertisement 

and emails are attached at Appendix B. 

 

Step Task Requirement Action Date of action Outcome 

4.1.1 Identify if native title exists 
in relation to the project 
area. 

We wrote to National Native Title 
Tribunal and registered Indigenous 
Land Use Agreements. 

14/04/2019 Response received on 16/04/2019 
- email 
Results: 
 

• No Registered Native Title 
Claimant 

• No Registered ILUAs 

• No Native Title Determination  
 

4.1.2 Ascertain, from 
reasonable sources of 
information, the names of 
Aboriginal people who 
may hold cultural 
knowledge relevant to 
determining the 
significance of Aboriginal 
objects and/or places. 
Compile a list of Aboriginal 
people who may have an 
interest for the proposed 
project area and hold 
knowledge relevant to 
determining the cultural 
significance of Aboriginal 
objects and/or places. 
 

We wrote to the following 
organisations seeking the names of 
any Aboriginal people or 
organisations who may hold cultural 
knowledge on 14th April 2019: 
 

• Canterbury Bankstown City 
Council (CBCC) 

• OEH 

• Gandangara LALC 

• Registrar, Aboriginal Land Rights 
Act 1983 

• National Native Title Tribunal 

• Greater Sydney Local Land 
Services (LLS) 

• NTS Corp 
 

14/04/2019 Responses were received from the 
following on the following dates: 
 

• National Native Title Tribunal 
– 16/04/2019. No registered 
native title claims exist.  

• OEH – 29/04/2019. 
Stakeholders list received.  

• LLS – 29/04/2019 – no details 
to provide. 

• CBCC – 02/05/2019. Advice to 
contact Gandangarra LALC, 
Metropolitan LALC, BCRG 
Bankstown Community 
Resource Group, Bankstown 
Koori Elders Inc., Bankstown 
Elders, Koori Interagency and 
the Canterbury Bankstown 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Reference Group, 
Bankstown Youth 
Development Services.  

• Registrar, Aboriginal Land 
Rights Act 1983 – 03/05/2019. 
Advice to contact the 
Metropolotan LALC and 
Gandangara LALC.  

 
 

4.1.3 Written notification and 
advertisement: 
 
Write to the Aboriginal 
people whose names were 
obtained in step 4.1.2 and 
the relevant LALC(s) to 

Letters written to the following 
Aboriginal organisations and 
individuals:  
 

• Metropolitan Local Aboriginal 
Land Council 

• Gandangarra Local Aboriginal 
Land Council  

Letters sent 
07/05/2019 with 
a closing date of 
21/05/2019. 
 
Advertisement 
placed in The 
Canterbury-

Responses were received from the 
following on the dates indicated:  
 

• Gandangara LALC – 
07/05/2019 

• Darug Land Observations 
– 07/05/2019 
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notify them of the 
proposed project. 
 
Place a notice in the local 
newspaper circulating in 
the general location of the 
proposed project, 
explaining the project and 
its exact location. 
Notification by letter and 
newspaper must include: 
 

(a) the name and 
contact details of 
the proponent; 

 
(b) a brief overview of 

the proposed 
project that may be 
the subject of an 
application for an 
AHIP, including the 
location of the 
proposed project; 

 
(c) a statement that the 

purpose of 
community 
consultation with 
Aboriginal people is 
to assist the 
proposed applicant 
in the preparation 
of an application for 
an AHIP and to assist 
the Director-
General of OEH in 
his or her 
consideration and 
determination of 
the application; 

 
(d) an invitation for 

Aboriginal people 
who hold cultural 
knowledge relevant 
to determining the 
significance of 
Aboriginal object(s) 
and/or place(s) in 
the area of the 
proposed project to 
register an interest 
in a process of 

• Darug Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage Assessments 

• Eric Keidge 

• Tocomwall 

• Amanda Hickey Cultural Services 

• Gunyuu 

• Walbunja 

• Badu 

• Goobah Developments 

• Wullung 

• Yerramurra 

• Nundagurri 

• Murrumbul 

• Jerringong 

• Pelmulwuy CHTS 

• Bilinga 

• Munyunga 

• Wingikara 

• Minnamunnung 

• Walgalu  

• Thauaira 

• Dharug 

• Bilinga Cultural Heritage 
Technical Services 

• Gunyuu Cultural Heritage 
Technical Services 

• Munyunga Cultural Heritage 
Services 

• Murrumbul Cultural Heritage 
Technical Services 

• Wingikara Cultural Heritage 
Technical Services 

• Gulaga 

• Biamanga 

• Callendulla 

• Murramarang 

• DJMO Consultancy 

• Butucarbin Aboriginal 
Corporation 

• Didge Ngunawal Clan 

• Ginninderra Aboriginal 
Corporation  

• Nerrigundah 

• Wailwan Aboriginal Group 

• Baring Owl Aboriginal 
Corporation  

• Thoorga Nura 

• Darug Boorooberongal Elders 
Aboriginal Corporation 

• BH Heritage Consultants 

• Ngambaa Cultural Connections 

• Goodradigbee Cultural & 
Heritage Aboriginal Corporation 

Bankstown 
Express on 
07/05/2019 with 
a closing date of 
21/05/2019. 
 

• Amanda Hickey Cultural 
Services – 07/05/2019 

• Goobah – 13/05/2019 

• Cullendulla – 13/05/2019 

• Biamanga – 13/05/2019 

• Murramarang – 
13/05/2019 

• Barking Owl Aboriginal 
Corporation – 
19/05/2019 
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community 
consultation with 
the proposed 
applicant regarding 
the proposed 
activity; 

 
(e) a closing date for 

the registration of 
interests. 

 

• Mura Indigenous Corporation  

• BCRG Bankstown Community 
Resource Group 

• Bankstown Koori Elders Inc. 

• Bankstown Elders 

• Koori Interagency and the 
Canterbury Bankstown 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Reference Group 

• Bankstown Youth Development 
Services. 

 

4.1.4 A minimum of 14 days 
from the date the letter 
was sent or notice 
published in the 
newspaper to register an 
interest. 

Closing date for registration of 
interest included in the notification 
letters and notice in the newspaper 
was at least 14 days from the date the 
letters were sent and notices 
appeared in the newspapers. 
 
Closing date for registration of 
interest 27/06/2018 for both the 
letters and advertisement.  
 

Ad published in 
The Canterbury-
Bankstown 
Express on 
Tuesday 
07/05/2019 with 
a closing date for 
registration 
21/05/2019.  

No responses were received as a 
result of the advertisement.  
 
Copy of notification letters and 
newspaper advertisement in 
Appendix B. 

4.1.5 Must advise Aboriginal 
people who are registering 
an interest that their 
details will be forwarded 
to OEH and the LALC 
unless they specify that 
they do not want their 
details released. 
 

RAP’s informed by letter dated 
07/05/2019. 

07/05/2019 No RAPs advised they did not want 
their details forwarded to OEH or 
the LALC.  

4.1.6 Make a record of the 
names of each Aboriginal 
person who registered an 
interest. 
 
Provide a copy of that 
record and copy of the 
notification from step 
4.1.3 to the relevant OEH 
EPRG regional office and 
LALC. 
 

List of RAP’s compiled as listed in 
point 4.1.3 
 
No RAPs specified that they did not 
want their details released. 

30/05/2019 List of RAP’s attached in Appendix 
B. 
 
Letters sent to OEH and LALC with 
list of RAP’s on 30/05/2019.  

4.1.7 LALCs holding cultural 
knowledge relevant to 
determining the 
significance of Aboriginal 
objects and places in the 
proposed project area who 
wish to register an interest 
to be involved in 
consultation must register 
their interest as an 

Gandangara LALC and Metropolitan 
LALC were both contacted as a part of 
the consultation process by letter 
(4.1.3) on 07/05/2019. 
 
 

07/05/2019 Gandangara LALC registered an 
interest in the project and have 
been consulted with fully in this 
consultation.  
 
No response was received from 
Metro LALC – however the study 
area is within the boundaries of 
Gandangara LALC.  
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Aboriginal organisation 
rather than individuals. 
 

4.1.8 Where an Aboriginal 
organisation representing 
Aboriginal people, who 
hold cultural knowledge 
has registered an interest, 
a contact person for that 
organisation must be 
nominated. 
Aboriginal cultural 
knowledge holders who 
have registered an interest 
may indicate they have 
appointed a 
representative to act on 
their behalf. Where this 
occurs, the registered 
Aboriginal party must 
provide written 
confirmation and contact 
details of those individuals 
to act on their behalf. 
 

Responses from organisations and 
individuals registering interest in the 
project. 
 
 

 See list of organisations and 
individuals in point 4.1.6. 
 
 
 
 

 

4.2 Presentation of 
information about the 
proposed project. 

Information regarding the proposed 
project to be provided to RAP’s via a 
meeting on 06/06/2019.  

Meeting held 
06/06/2019. 

No RAPs attended the meeting. 
Therefore, there are no meeting 
minutes included in the 
appendices.  
 

 

4.3.1-
4.3.2 

Notification of proposed 
assessment methodology 

There is no proposed methodology as 
no further archaeological 
investigation is recommended. 
Consultation has been undertaken as 
a requirement of the SEARs.  
 
 

No methodology 
to send.  

No responses received as no 
methodology to send.  
 

4.3.3 Gathering information 
about cultural significance 

  No RAP’s attended the information 
meeting and therefore no cultural 
information regarding the study 
area was gained.  
 
No cultural information was 
gathered during the registration of 
interest by the RAPs.  
  

 

4.4 Review of draft cultural 
heritage assessment 
report 

Draft Cultural Heritage Assessment 
Report provided to RAP’s for review 
and comment with a 28 day review 
period. 

Letter and report 
sent 11/06/2019. 
 

Reponses in support of the 
recommendations presented in 
the draft ACHAR were received by 
the following organisations:  



 

 
 

Bankstown North Public School | Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment | May 2020 | 24 

 

End date for 
responses due 
09/07/2019 

• Barking Owl Aboriginal 
Corporation – email 
20/06/19 

• Darug Land Observations 
– letter by email 08/07/19 

 Updated Masterplan In February 2020, the proposed 
project masterplan was amended and 
updated. A copy of the new 
masterplan was provided to each of 
the RAPs for review and comment 
with a 14 day review period.  

End date for 
responses due 
09/03/2020 

Reponses in support of the 
updated masterplan were received 
from the following organisations:  

• GLALC – email 
24/02/2020. GLALC 
advised that they would 
like to have a site officer 
on site to monitor any 
ground disturbance 

• Goobah – email 
09/03/2020 

• Murramarang 0 email 
09/03/2020 

 

 

As a result of the above consultation, the following eight organisations or individuals are the Registered 

Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) for this project: 

 

• Gandangara LALC;  

• Darug Land Observations;  

• Amanda Hickey Cultural Services;  

• Goobah;  

• Cullendulla;  

• Biamanga;  

• Murramarang;  

• Barking Owl Aboriginal Corporation.  

 

No culturally sensitive information was identified. No confidential requirements were identified. 
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5.0 Summary and analysis of background information 
The site inspection was undertaken on 23rd November 2018 and was conducted on foot. All accessible 

outdoor areas were carefully inspected with particular attention being paid to the historic topography and 

the disturbance from European development. Bankstown North Public School has undergone 150 years of 

development as a school. School buildings have been constructed across the study area, underground 

services have been installed and the grounds have been landscaped. The school grounds have previously 

been cleared with no original vegetation remaining.  

 

No Aboriginal objects or sites were recorded during the site inspection. An AHIMS search dated 23rd 

November 2018 indicates that no Aboriginal sites had previously been recorded within the study area. 

Furthermore, the AHIMS search indicated that only five registered Aboriginal sites are located within a 5km 

radius of Bankstown North Public School, with all five being at least 3km from the study area.  

 

The study area is located approximately 900m to the south of the Cooks River, a third order stream. The 

study area is located approximately 900m to the west of an unnamed creek line, a first order stream. The 

proximity of a third order stream indicates that archaeological potential could be expected within the study 

area, as the environmental and archaeological research presented in this report indicates that evidence of 

Aboriginal occupation in the Bankstown area is likely to be focused around the Cooks and Georges Rivers. 

The archaeological evidence indicates that rock shelters and open camp sites are the most likely site types. 

No suitable sandstone outcrops for shelters were observed or expected across the study area as it is 

situated on the Wianamatta shales.  

 

However, the predictive model presented by Attenbrow (2002) indicates that it more likely that evidence 

of Aboriginal occupation will be found on the coastal and estuarine landscapes on Hawkesbury Sandstone 

rather than the hinterland and freshwater environments on the Wianamatta shales, such as the present 

study area.  

 

Bankstown North Public School is located on the Wianamatta Shales on and on the slope below the 

ridgeline within a hinterland/freshwater environment, an area which Attenbrow’s (2002) research 

demonstrates was not as heavily populated as on the coast. The predictive model indicates that sites are 

less likely to occur in locations as at Bankstown North Public School which is located on and just below the 

ridgeline on Wianamatta Shales.   

 

Given that Bankstown North Public School is situated on Wianamatta Shales and is located approximately 

900m from the Cooks River, it would be expected that if any evidence of Aboriginal occupation did exist 

within the study area, that only very low density open camp sites or isolated finds that are the result of tool 

manufacture or discard would be expected.   

 

The 1943 aerial photograph (Figure 9) shows that the school grounds had already been subjected to 

levelling to create a flat play area and zigzag trenches have been excavated within the area now occupied 

by the oval/playing field.  

 

The construction and ongoing maintenance of the Hume Highway would have had an impact on the 

southern portion of the school grounds. It is also highly likely that the construction of Rockwood Road to 
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the north of the school would have impacted upon any natural ground surfaces in the northern portion of 

the school grounds.  

 

The area proposed for demolition of existing buildings and the construction of new buildings and structures 

was inspected carefully to understand the potential impacts of the proposed works. The areas of proposed 

works has undergone significant disturbance with the construction of buildings, levelling and cutting of 

areas for playground and car parking surfaces, the installation of underground services and general 

landscaping. The ongoing development of the school would have removed the upper layers of soil and 

therefore removed any evidence of Aboriginal occupation within the grounds of Bankstown North Public 

School.   

 

The proposed works are located in an area that has undergone significant disturbance over its 150 year 

history as a school, which would have heavily disturbed or removed any subsurface archaeological deposits. 

It is therefore considered highly unlikely that the proposed works as outlined in this assessment report will 

impact on any Aboriginal archaeological deposits or Aboriginal objects.  

 

As it is not predicted that the proposed works will impact on any evidence of Aboriginal occupation or 

Aboriginal objects, no further archaeological investigation will be required in relation to these works.  

 

Further, as this assessment has determined that the study area was not heavily populated or intensively 

utilised by the Aboriginal people of the Bankstown area, it is unlikely that the study area has any cultural 

heritage value to the Aboriginal community of the area. The study area does not possess any significance 

in respect of Aboriginal archaeology and cultural heritage and it is considered highly unlikely that any 

archaeological deposits remain within the study area or will be impacted upon by the present development. 

Therefore, test excavations under the Code of Practice for the Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW 

are not required. An Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) Is not required.  

 

Consultation with the Aboriginal community in accordance with OEH’s Aboriginal cultural heritage 

consultation requirements for proponents 2010 and preparation of an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

Assessment Report (ACHAR) has been undertaken to satisfy Condition 11 of the SEARs.   
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6.0 Significance Assessment 
6.1 Criteria 

Significance assessment is the assessment of sites or landscapes to determine their importance or value to 

the community.  

 

The Burra Charter documents principles and guidelines for the conservation and management of places of 

cultural heritage significance in Australia. A range of significance assessment criteria have been developed 

to assist in the determination of significance in accordance with the values of the Burra Charter and OEH’s 

Guide to investigating, assessing and reporting on Aboriginal cultural heritage in NSW and Code of Practice 

for the Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW.   

 

These documents provide the following criteria for the significance assessment of Aboriginal sites and 

objects:  

 

Social Value (sometimes termed “Aboriginal value”) which refers to the spiritual, traditional, historical or 

contemporary associations and attachments which the place or area has for the present-day Aboriginal 

community. 

 

Historic Value refers to the associations of a place with a person, event, phase or activity of importance to 

the history of an Aboriginal community.  

 

Scientific Value refers to the importance of a landscape, area, place or object because of its archaeological 

and/or other technical aspects. 

 

Aesthetic Value refers to the sensory, scenic, architectural and creative aspects of the place. 

 

Research Values refers to the potential for the evidence to contribute to an understanding of the 

area/region/state’s natural and cultural history. 

 

Representative Values refers to how much variability exists, what is already conserved and how much 

connectivity is there? 

 

Rarity Values refers to how important the area/site is in demonstrating a distinctive way of life, custom, 

land use etc., no longer practised?  Is it in danger of being lost or of exceptional interest? 

 

Educational Values refers to whether the site or area contains teaching potential. 

 

 

6.2 Significance Assessment 

Social Values 

Social value is better assessed by the Aboriginal community, however, it is not expected that evidence of 

Aboriginal occupation remains within the study area or that the area was intensively occupied by Aboriginal 

people in the past.   
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Historic Value 

As it is not expected that any Aboriginal archaeological deposits exist within the study area, the site does 

not meet this criterion.  

 

Scientific Values 

As it is not expected that any Aboriginal archaeological deposits exist within the study area, the site does 

not meet this criterion.  

 

Aesthetic Values 

As it is not expected that any Aboriginal archaeological deposits exist within the study area, the site does 

not meet this criterion.  

 

Research Values 

As it is not expected that any Aboriginal archaeological deposits exist within the study area, the site does 

not meet this criterion.  

 

Representative Values 

As it is not expected that any Aboriginal archaeological deposits exist within the study area, the site does 

not meet this criterion.  

 

Rarity Values 

As it is not expected that any Aboriginal archaeological deposits exist within the study area, the site does 

not meet this criterion.  

 

Educational Values 

As it is not expected that any Aboriginal archaeological deposits exist within the study area, the site does 

not meet this criterion.  

 

 

6.3 Statement of Significance 

As it is not expected that any Aboriginal archaeological deposits exist within the study area, the site does 

not have any significance.  The Aboriginal community did not provide any evidence of the study area 

possessing any cultural significance.  
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7.0 The Proposed Activity 
The redevelopment is proposed to accommodate an enrolment capacity increase from 367 (as at 2017) to 

725 students to meet the educational needs for the future population of the Bankstown North locality and 

program for the proposal requires the redeveloped school to be open in 2022. The redeveloped public 

school will contain high quality learning, collaborative learning spaces and associated facilities.  

 

Specifically, this proposal seeks development consent fo the following works at the site:  

• Construction of a new two level teaching building containing:  

o 30 new teaching spaces, including four teaching spaces for special education;  

o New core facilities, including Staff and Administration, Library and Special Programs, 

Canteen and Covered Outdoor Learning Area;  

o New student amenities, including toilet facilities and bubblers;  

o Ancillary outdoor learning and recreational areas.  

• Retention and extension of the existing hall (Building N);  

• Augmentation and construction of landscaping and ancillary infrastructure and utilities as required.  

 

The following works will be undertaken as part of a separate planning approval pathway to prepare the site 

to enable the SSDA works to take place:  

• Construction of a new carpark;  

• Demolition of redundant buildings and the removal of demountable buildings;  

• Installation and removal of new and relocated demountable classrooms for temporary school 

arrangements;  

• Off site infrastructure upgrades; and  

• Retention and refurbishment of six existing teaching spaces (Building B and Building I).  

 

Figure 11 below shows the existing site plan for Bankstown North Public School. Figure 12 shows the 

proposed concept design.  
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Figure 11: Showing the existing site plan of Bankstown North Public School (plan courtesy of JDH Architects). 
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Figure 12: Showing the proposed concept design for Bankstown North Public School (plan courtesy of JDH Architects).  
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8.0 Avoiding and Minimising Harm 
8.1 Avoiding and minimising harm 

The proposed works are located in an area that has undergone significant disturbance over its 150 year 

history as a school, which would have heavily disturbed or removed any subsurface archaeological deposits. 

It is therefore considered highly unlikely that the proposed works as outlined in this assessment report will 

impact on any Aboriginal archaeological deposits or Aboriginal objects.  

 

As it is not predicted that the proposed works will impact on any evidence of Aboriginal occupation or 

Aboriginal objects, no further archaeological investigation will be required in relation to these works.  

 

Further, as this assessment has determined that the study area was not heavily populated or intensively 

utilised by the Aboriginal people of the Bankstown area, it is unlikely that the study area has any cultural 

heritage value to the Aboriginal community of the area. The study area does not possess any significance 

in respect of Aboriginal archaeology and cultural heritage and it is considered highly unlikely that any 

archaeological deposits remain within the study area or will be impacted upon by the present development. 

Therefore, test excavations under the Code of Practice for the Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW 

are not required. An Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) Is not required.  

 

Consultation with the Aboriginal community in accordance with OEH’s Aboriginal cultural heritage 

consultation requirements for proponents 2010 and preparation of an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

Assessment Report (ACHAR) has been undertaken to satisfy Condition 11 of the SEARs.   

 

 

8.2 Consideration of the principles of Environmental Sustainability 

The current proposal is aimed at providing new teaching spaces and core facilities for Bankstown North 

Public School. It is not anticipated that any evidence of Aboriginal occupation exists within the study area. 

The current proposal is for a concept design only and therefore matters of environmental sustainability will 

be addressed throughout the design phases of the project.  

 

 

8.3 Long term artefact management 

There are no Aboriginal objects to be managed.    
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9.0 Recommendations 
The following recommendations are made in accordance with:  

 

• The legal requirements of the National Parks & Wildlife Act 1974 (as amended) which states that 

it is an offence to harm or desecrate an Aboriginal object without gaining prior consent of the 

Director General of OEH; 

 

• Consultation with the Registered Aboriginal Parties as detailed in this report; 

 

• Research into the environmental and archaeological record of the study area; 

 

• The results of the Aboriginal archaeological assessment and test excavations; 

 

• Results of the cultural heritage assessment as outlined in this report.  

 

 

JDH Architects on behalf of the Department of Education are undertaking the following:  

 

1. Aboriginal consultation in accordance with OEH’s Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation 

requirements for proponents 2010 has been undertaken, however consultation should continue 

throughout the duration of the project;  

 

2. Consultation should be undertaken with Gandangara Local Aboriginal Land Council in respect of 

including Aboriginal history and cultural heritage into the proposed Heritage Interpretation Plan 

for the school;  

 

3. No further archaeological investigation is required, however, Gandangara Local Aboriginal Land 

Council have stated that they would like a site officer on site to monitor any ground disturbance;  

 

4. An Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) is not required for any works at Bankstown North 

Public School.   
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Appendix A: AHIMS Extensive Search Results 
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Appendix B: Consultation 
 

Letter to National Native Title Tribunal and to other Government organisations (4.1.2) 
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Responses to Letters to NNTT and other Government organisations (4.1.2) 
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Letters to Aboriginal organisations and individuals (4.1.3) 
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Responses to letters to Aboriginal organisations and individuals (4.1.4) 
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Newspaper Notification (4.1.3) 
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Registration of Interest Record (4.1.3) 

 

 

 

 
Name and organization 

 
Contact Details Nature of registration 

 
Gandangara Local Aboriginal Land 

Council 
 

dduncan@glalc.com.au Phone 

 
Darug Land Observations 

 
daruglandobservations@gmail.com Letter by email 

 
Amanda Hickey Cultural Services 

 
amandahickey@live.com.au Email 

 
Goobah 

 
goobahchts@gmail.com Email 

 
Cullendulla 

 
cullendullachts@gmail.com Email 

 
Biamanga 

 
biamangachts@gmail.com Email 

 
Murramarang 

 
murramarangchts@gmail.com Email 

 
Barking Owl Aboriginal Corporation  

 
barkingowlcorp@gmail.com Letter by email 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:dduncan@glalc.com.au
mailto:daruglandobservations@gmail.com
mailto:amandahickey@live.com.au
mailto:goobahchts@gmail.com
mailto:cullendullachts@gmail.com
mailto:biamangachts@gmail.com
mailto:murramarangchts@gmail.com
mailto:barkingowlcorp@gmail.com
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Notification of names and contact details of RAPs to OEH and LALC (4.1.6) 
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Notification of Consultation meeting (4.2.1) 
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Notification of proposed methodology (4.3.1) 

 

No proposed methodology to send to the RAPs, therefore there is no notification of the proposed 

methodology.  
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Proposed Methodology (4.3.1) 

 

There is no proposed methodology as no further archaeological investigation is required.  
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Responses to proposed methodology (4.3.1) 

 

There was no proposed methodology to send to the RAPs and therefore there are no responses.  
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Responses to draft ACHAR (4.4) 
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Email re. updated masterplan 
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Responses to updated masterplan 
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Appendix C: Aboriginal Archaeological Assessment Report 
 
 
 
 

 


