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dark green / grey bins & 
clear / opaque bags yellow bin & bags yellow 

sharps bin burgundy bins purple bins 
bags

red signs / 
bins blue bins

dark green                      
             grey 

bags / orange 
bags

green bins with yellow lids

Wound and suction 
drainage bags / 
systems dispose of 
intact, do not cut or 
drain

Body parts, 
placentas,  
lab 
specimens 

Used 
chemicals, 
unknown 
substances

Loose 
pills & 
unused 
medicine
s         
return to 
Pharmacy

Drugs & 
material 
associated 
with 
preparation 
 and use

Store in 
lead lined 
containers 
as required

Confidential 
paper - shred 
for recycling 
with paper 

Equipment  
dismantle

Junk / broken 
furniture & 
equipment - 
collected for 
transport to the 
tip                     

Blood bags / blood 
giving set return to 
clinical waste

Cardboard                      
               
flatten boxes, 
place in bins or 
bales

Office paper

Newspapers, magazine  
(staples, clips OK)

Urine bags, only if 
undrainable

Glass containers all colours 

Syringes without 
needles NOT blood 
stained 

Syringes without 
needles blood 
stained

Tin cans rinse out after use 

Hazardous Substances (including Chemicals) Regular and one off collections  Contact the Site Environmental Services Manager for service details
TONER & PRINTER CARTRIDGES  Please contact Site Environmental Department for service details

Milk cartons  - rinsed
Patient care items NOT 
blood stained, eg 
wound dressings, swabs, 
gloves, plastic aprons, 
masks, disposable gowns 

Incontinence pads 
(bluey) disposable 
nappies sanitary waste 
NOT heavily soiled

Refer to 
site 
Environme
ntal 
Services 
Manager 
to arrange 
contractor 
to remove

Used paper hand towel  
(including those from staff 
caring for patients with 
communicable diseases or 
MRO eg MRSA)       

Patient care items   
blood stained  eg 
wound dressings, 
swabs, gloves, plastic 
aprons, masks, 
disposable gowns

Incontinence pads 
(bluey) disposable 
nappies sanitary 
waste ONLY if 
heavily soiled & it 
may leak fluid

Obsolete, 
surplus or out of 
date furniture & 
equipment in 
working order - 
collected for 
use overseas

Contact the 
Site 
Environmental 
Services 
Manager for 
service details

Urine bags drained do 
NOT cut

Instruments  
Place in solid 
receptacle

All food & 
plate scraps 
from kitchen, 
cafeteria & 
kiosks     
includes all part 
full single serve 
portions - jam, 
butter, juice, 
milk etc.  Paper 
items such as 
serviettes, 
menus OK.  
(Converted to 
electricity & 
fertiliser)

Please 
contact 
Environment
al Services 
manager to 
arrange 
service

Aluminium cans                                
         Plastic No. 1                                       
                  Clear plastic bottles 
(soft drink / milk bottles)                              
                 Plastic No. 2                                   
                      Cloudy plastic 
bottles (milk /

Titanium 
metal hip 
and knee 
replace-
ments, 
staple guns 
& other large 
metal objects

IV giving sets  (other 
than blood or 
cytotoxics) cut bag, 
drain, leave line attached                               
                              
Giving set line with 
spike                                      
      remove spike, place 
in sharp bin, place line in 
general waste if no blood   

Needles, 
scalpel 
blades & 
disposable 
scalpels, 
trocars, 
broken 
ampoules 

 


