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6DSSKLUH�:LQG�)DUP�
0D\������ � � � � 1HZVOHWWHU����

/LNHO\�YLHZ�RI�WKH�6DSSKLUH�:LQG�)DUP�IDFLQJ�1RUWK�DORQJ�WKH�*Z\GLU�+LJKZD\�DW�6ZDQ�9DOH��H[DPSOH�WXUELQH�OD\RXW�VKRZQ���

'HDU�5HVLGHQW��
�
:LQG� 3URVSHFW� &:3� 3W\� /WG� LV� DVVHVVLQJ� WKH� SRWHQWLDO� IRU� D� ZLQG� IDUP� GHYHORSPHQW� RQ� UXUDO� ODQG�
DSSUR[LPDWHO\���NP�ZHVW�RI�*OHQ�,QQHV�DQG���NP�HDVW�RI�,QYHUHOO��1HZ�6RXWK�:DOHV��VHH�PDS�EHORZ���7KH�
SURSRVHG�6DSSKLUH�:LQG�)DUP�ZRXOG� � DFFRPPRGDWH�XS� WR� ����ZLQG�WXUELQHV� DQG�SURGXFH�XS� WR�������

*:K�RI�FOHDQ��UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\��7KLV� LV�HQRXJK�WR�VXSSO\�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����������DYHUDJH�KRPHV�DFURVV�
$XVWUDOLD��

�
:LWKLQ�WKLV�QHZVOHWWHU��ZH�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�LQWURGXFH�:LQG�3URVSHFW�&:3�DQG�WKH�SURSRVHG�6DSSKLUH�:LQG�
)DUP�SURMHFW�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��7KH�SURMHFW�LV� LQ�WKH�HDUO\�VWDJHV�RI�SODQQLQJ��DQG�ZH�DUH�ZHOFRPLQJ�DQ\�
FRPPHQW� WKDW�PHPEHUV�RI� WKH�FRPPXQLW\�PD\�KDYH� DW� WKLV� WLPH��:H� LQWHQG� WR� SURYLGH� WKH�FRPPXQLW\�
ZLWK�UHJXODU�XSGDWHV�E\�ZD\�RI�QHZVOHWWHUV�DQG�FRQWDFW�GHWDLOV�DUH�PDGH�DYDLODEOH�RQ�WKH�EDFN�SDJH�RI�WKLV�
QHZVOHWWHU�VKRXOG�\RX�ZLVK�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�XV�GLUHFWO\���

�
)ROORZLQJ� IXUWKHU� DVVHVVPHQWV� ZH� ZLOO� KROG� D� FRPPXQLW\� 2SHQ� 'D\� ZKHUH� WKHUH� ZLOO� EH� D� UDQJH� RI�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�SURSRVHG�SURMHFW�RQ�GLVSOD\�DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�DVN�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�PHHW�WKH�:LQG�
3URVSHFW�GHYHORSPHQW�WHDP��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKLV�ZH�ZLOO�JR�OLYH�ZLWK�DQ�LQWHUDFWLYH�SURMHFW�VSHFLILF�ZHEVLWH�
ZKLFK�ZLOO�DOORZ�\RX�WR�NHHS�XS�WR�GDWH�ZLWK�ODWHVW�QHZV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�ZLQG�IDUP��

,QWURGXFLQJ�WKH�SURSRVHG�6DSSKLUH�:LQG�)DUP�
WR�WKH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\�

0DS�VKRZLQJ�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SURSRVHG�6DSSKLUH�:LQG�)DUP��EOXH�ERXQGDU\��LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�QHDUE\�WRZQV��

L�EDVHG�RQ�DQ� LQGLFDWLYH�����0:�WXUELQH�ZLWK�D�FDSDFLW\� IDFWRU�RI�F�����DQG�DQ�DYHUDJH�KRXVHKROG�HQHUJ\�XVH�RI������0:K�S�D�� �(OHFWULFLW\�*DV�
$XVWUDOLD������SXEOLFDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�(OHFWULFLW\�6XSSO\�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�$XVWUDOLD�(6$$��



WIND PROSPECT CWP PTY LTD AND THE WIND PROSPECT GROUP 

�
:LQG�3URVSHFW�&:3�3W\�/WG�LV�D�ORFDOO\�EDVHG�ZLQG�IDUP�GHYHORSPHQW�FRPSDQ\�ZLWK�DQ�RIILFH�LQ�1HZFDVWOH��
16:�WKDW�LV�VWDIIHG�E\�H[SHULHQFHG�ZLQG�IDUP�SURIHVVLRQDOV�ZLWK�D�UDQJH�RI�VNLOOV�LQ�SODQQLQJ��HQJLQHHULQJ�DQG�
HQYLURQPHQWDO�VFLHQFH����
�

:LQG�3URVSHFW�&:3� 3W\� /WG� LV� D� SDUWQHUVKLS� EHWZHHQ� WKH�:LQG� 3URVSHFW�3W\� /WG� DQG�&RQWLQHQWDO�:LQG�
3DUWQHUV��:LQG�3URVSHFW�3W\�/WG�LV�SDUW�RI�WKH�:LQG�3URVSHFW�*URXS��D�SURJUHVVLYH�JOREDO�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�WKDW�LV�
GHYHORSLQJ�� FRQVWUXFWLQJ� DQG� RSHUDWLQJ� UHQHZDEOH� HQHUJ\� VROXWLRQV� LQ� $XVWUDOLD�� 1HZ� =HDODQG�� 8QLWHG�
.LQJGRP�� ,UHODQG��&KLQD� DQG�+RQJ�.RQJ��&DQDGD�� )UDQFH� DQG� WKH�86$��:LQG� 3URVSHFW� KDV�RYHU� ��� \HDUV�
H[SHULHQFH�RI�VXFFHVVIXO�GHYHORSPHQW� LQ�WKH� LQGXVWU\�DQG�KDV�EHHQ� LQYROYHG� LQ�RYHU�������0:�RI�DSSURYHG�
ZLQG�JHQHUDWLRQ��ERWK�RQVKRUH�DQG�RIIVKRUH��ZLWK�����0:�XQGHU�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RU�RSHUDWLQJ�LQ�$XVWUDOLD���
�

7KH�NH\�WR�:LQG�3URVSHFW·V�VXFFHVVHV�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ��DQG�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH��RXU�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�HDUO\�DQG�
HIIHFWLYH� FRPPXQLW\�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�DORQJ�ZLWK� WKH� FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI� WKH� WKRXJKWV��YLHZV� DQG�FRQFHUQV�RI� ORFDO�
UHVLGHQWV��$V�VXFK��ZH�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�KHDULQJ�\RXU�YLHZV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�SURFHVV���
�
5HFHQW� VXFFHVVHV� LQ� 6RXWK� $XVWUDOLD� LQFOXGH� WKH� +DOOHWW� :LQG� )DUP�� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ���NP� QRUWK� HDVW� RI�
$GHODLGH��7KLV�SURMHFW�LV�:LQG�3URVSHFW·V�WKLUG�ZLQG�IDUP�GHYHORSPHQW�WR�SURJUHVV�WR�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�6RXWK�

$XVWUDOLD��ZLWK�PRUH�SURMHFWV�WR�IROORZ��SOHDVH�VHH�:LQG�3URVSHFW·V�ZHEVLWH�IRU�WKH�ODWHVW�QHZV���
�
&RQWLQHQWDO�:LQG�3DUWQHUV�LV�D�OHDGLQJ�UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\�IXQG�FXUUHQWO\�GHYHORSLQJ�RYHU�������0:�RI�ZLQG�
HQHUJ\�JHQHUDWLRQ�SURMHFWV�LQ�(XURSH��$XVWUDOLD�DQG�1HZ�=HDODQG�� � � � � � �

DRIVERS FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY GENERATION IN AUSTRALIA  
�
7KH� $XVWUDOLDQ� *RYHUQPHQW� KDV� FOHDUO\� WDUJHWHG� UHQHZDEOH� HQHUJ\� JHQHUDWLRQ� DV� D� ZD\� RI� UHGXFLQJ�
JUHHQKRXVH� JDV� HPLVVLRQV� DQG� WDFNOLQJ� WKH� SUREOHPV� RI� JOREDO� FOLPDWH� FKDQJH�� ,QGHHG� WKH� $XVWUDOLDQ�
FRPPLWPHQW�WR�UHQHZDEOHV�LV�YHU\�PXFK�LQ�WKH�IRUHIURQW�RI�SROLWLFDO�GULYHUV��VXFK�DV�WKH��
�

UDWLILFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�.\RWR�3URWRFRO��

SURSRVHG� H[WHQVLRQ� WR� WKH�0DQGDWRU\�5HQHZDEOH�(QHUJ\�7DUJHW� �05(7��ZKHUHE\� UHWDLOHUV�ZLOO� EH�
UHTXLUHG�WR�VRXUFH�����RI�WKHLU�HOHFWULFLW\�IURP�UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\�E\�������DQG�
UHFHQW�GLVFXVVLRQV�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�DQ�HPLVVLRQV�WUDGLQJ�VFKHPH��

3KRWRPRQWDJH�RI�+DOOHWW�+LOO�:LQG�)DUP��RQH�RI�IRXU�ZLQG�FOXVWHUV�DSSURYHG�IRU�GHYHORSPHQW�WRWDOLQJ�����0:��

WHY WIND? 
�

$XVWUDOLD�KDV�D�ZRUOG�FODVV�ZLQG�UHVRXUFH�ZKLFK�FDQ�SURYLGH�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�SULFHG��FOHDQ�DQG�UHOLDEOH�

HQHUJ\�WR�WKH�QDWLRQ��
7KH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�ZLQG�IDUPV�KHOSV�WR�PHHW�RXU�HYHU�JURZLQJ�GHPDQG�IRU�SRZHU��

8WLOLVLQJ�ZLQG� HQHUJ\� LQFUHDVHV� RXU� GLYHUVLW\� RI� HQHUJ\� VRXUFHV� WKHUHE\� LQFUHDVLQJ� RXU� VHFXULW\� RI�
HOHFWULFLW\�VXSSO\��
:H�QHHG�WR�UHGXFH�RXU�JUHHQKRXVH�JDV�HPLVVLRQV�XQGHU�WKH�.\RWR�3URWRFRO��
:LQG� HQHUJ\� LQWHJUDWHV� YHU\� ZHOO� ZLWK� RWKHU� UHQHZDEOH� DQG� IRVVLO� IXHO� WHFKQRORJLHV� DOUHDG\� LQ�
H[LVWHQFH�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\��



�THE SAPPHIRE WIND FARM 

�
$�3UHOLPLQDU\�(QYLURQPHQWDO�$VVHVVPHQW�KDV�EHHQ�VXEPLWWHG�WR�WKH�16:�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�3ODQQLQJ�DQG�ZLOO�EH�

DYDLODEOH�RQ� WKHLU�ZHEVLWH� VKRUWO\� DW�ZZZ�SODQQLQJ�QVZ�JRY�DX� �IROORZLQJ� WKH� OLQNV� WR�2Q�([KLELWLRQ� DQG� WKHQ�
0DMRU�3URMHFWV�3DUW��$���2YHU�WKH�QH[W�IHZ�PRQWKV�WKH�IRFXV�ZLOO�EH�RQ�WDONLQJ�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WR�JHW�IXUWKHU�
LQSXW� LQWR� WKH� SURSRVDO�� DQG� DW� WKH� VDPH� WLPH� HQJDJLQJ� VSHFLDOLVW� FRQVXOWDQWV� WR� XQGHUWDNH� DQG� FRPSOHWH�
GHWDLOHG�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�LQWR�WKH�IROORZLQJ�DUHDV��

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 

WHY WE SELECTED THE SAPPHIRE WIND FARM SITE? 
�
7KH� 6DSSKLUH�:LQG� )DUP� KDV� EHHQ� SURSRVHG� DIWHU� FDUHIXO� FRQVLGHUDWLRQ� RI� D� QXPEHU� RI� SRWHQWLDO� VLWHV� LQ�
$XVWUDOLD�DQG�D�YDULHW\�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�DQG�WHFKQLFDO�FULWHULD���

�
:H�FRQVLGHUHG�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�IDFWRUV�ZKHQ�ORRNLQJ�IRU�ZLQG�IDUP�VLWHV�LQFOXGLQJ�ZLQG�UHVRXUFH��SUR[LPLW\�
WR� WKH� WUDQVPLVVLRQ� JULG�� DFFHVV�� HFRORJ\�� DUFKDHRORJ\� DQG� FXOWXUDO� VLJQLILFDQFH�� SUR[LPLW\� WR� UHVLGHQWLDO�
GZHOOLQJV�DQG�YLVXDO�LPSDFW��:H�KDYH�DVVHVVHG�1HZ�6RXWK�:DOHV�FRQVLGHULQJ�WKHVH�IDFWRUV�DQG�FRQVLGHU�WKH�
6DSSKLUH�:LQG�)DUP�VLWH�WR�EH�D�SULPH�ORFDWLRQ�IRU�D�ZLQG�IDUP�GHYHORSPHQW�� �

�
7KH�6DSSKLUH�:LQG�)DUP�ZRXOG�FRQVLVW�RI�XS�WR�����ZLQG�WXUELQHV�ZLWK�D�UDWHG�FDSDFLW\�EHWZHHQ���WR�����
0:�HDFK��7KH�ZLQG�WXUELQHV�ZRXOG�EH�WKUHH�EODGHG��PXOWL�SLWFK��KRUL]RQWDO�D[LV�PDFKLQHV��ZLWK�D�PD[LPXP�

KHLJKW�RI�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����P��L�H��IURP�WKH�EDVH�RI�WKH�WRZHU�WR�EODGH�WLS�ZKHQ�WKH�EODGH�LV� LQ� WKH�YHUWLFDO�
SRVLWLRQ���7XUELQHV�ZRXOG�EH�ORFDWHG�FKLHIO\�RQ�WKH�KLJKHU�DOWLWXGH�ULGJHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VLWH�ERXQGDU\��ZKHUH�WKH\�
ZRXOG�EH�ZHOO�VSDFHG�DQG�SRVLWLRQHG�ZLWK�D�KLJK�UHJDUG�IRU� ODQGVFDSH�DPHQLW\��H[LVWLQJ� ODQG�XVH��HFRORJLFDO��
FRQVHUYDWLRQ��DQG�FXOWXUDO�KHULWDJH�YDOXHV��DQG�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�UHOHYDQW�OHJLVODWLRQ���
�
7KH� ZLQG� IDUP� ZRXOG� DOVR� FRQVLVW� RI� DQFLOODU\� VWUXFWXUHV� DQG� HTXLSPHQW� ZKLFK� ZRXOG� EH� SRVLWLRQHG� LQ�

DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�VLWH�FRQVWUDLQWV��7KHVH�LQFOXGH�XQGHUJURXQG�HOHFWULFDO�FDEOLQJ��DFFHVV�WUDFNV��ZLQG�PHDVXULQJ�
PDVWV��D�VPDOO�VZLWFK�JHDU�EXLOGLQJ�DQG�FRPSRXQG�DQG�WHPSRUDU\�IDFLOLWLHV�GXULQJ�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�SKDVH��$Q�
H[SRUW�GLVWULEXWLRQ�OLQH�ZRXOG�DOVR�EH�UHTXLUHG�WR�FRQQHFW� WR� WKH�QHDUE\�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�QHWZRUN��7KH�VLWH� LV�
FXUUHQWO\�XVHG�DV�UXUDO�IDUP�ODQG�DQG�WKLV�ZRXOG�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�WKH�FDVH�DIWHU�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��2QFH�WKH�ZLQG�
IDUP� LV� RSHUDWLRQDO� LW�ZRXOG� EH�PRQLWRUHG� UHPRWHO\�� ZLWK�PDLQWHQDQFH� VWDII� OLNHO\� WR� VHUYLFH� WKH�PDFKLQHV�
HYHU\�VL[�PRQWKV���
�

7KH� OLIH� VSDQ� RI� D�ZLQG� IDUP� LV� XVXDOO\� ������ \HDUV�� DIWHU� ZKLFK� WLPH� WKHUH�ZRXOG� EH� DQ� RSWLRQ� WR� HLWKHU�
GHFRPPLVVLRQ� WKH� VLWH�� IXOO\� UHVWRULQJ� WKH� DUHD� WR� LWV� SUHYLRXV� ODQG� XVH��RU� WR� XSJUDGH� WKH� HTXLSPHQW� DQG�
H[WHQG�WKH�ZLQG�IDUP·V�RSHUDWLRQDO�OLIH��VXEMHFW�WR�'$�DSSURYDO����

(FRORJ\�

/DQGVFDSH�DQG�9LVXDO�,PSDFW�

$FRXVWLFV�

*HRORJ\�

&LYLO�:RUNV�&RQVWUXFWLRQ�

(OHFWURPDJQHWLF�,QWHUIHUHQFH�

$YLDWLRQ�

7UDIILF�,PSDFW�DQG�6DIHW\�

&XOWXUDO�+HULWDJH�DQG�$UFKDHRORJ\�

&XPXODWLYH�,PSDFW�

� 0D\��������3URSRVDO�$QQRXQFHG�

� -XQH��������'LUHFWRU�*HQHUDO·V�5HTXLUHPHQWV�LVVXHG

� /DWH��������3URMHFW�6XEPLVVLRQ�	�'R3�'HFLVLRQ

� /DWH��������&RQVWUXFWLRQ�%HJLQV� �

� 0LG��������&RPSOHWH�DQG�JHQHUDWLQJ�HOHFWULFLW\�� �

PROPOSED TIME LINE 



:LQG�3URVSHFW�&:3�3W\�/WG�
32�%R[������
���+XQWHU�6WUHHW�
1HZFDVWOH������
1HZ�6RXWK�:DOHV��$XVWUDOLD�
�
3KRQH�����������������)D[���������������
(PDLO��DGULDQ�PDGGRFNV#ZLQGSURVSHFW�FRP�DX�

:HEVLWH��ZZZ�ZLQGSURVSHFW�FRP�DX�

$XVWUDOLD�����1HZ�=HDODQG�����8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�����,UHODQG�����&KLQD�DQG�+RQJ�.RQJ�����&DQDGD�����)UDQFH�����86$�

MORE ABOUT WIND FARMS 
�

9LVXDO�(IIHFWV�
�
7KH�YLHZ�RI�PRGHUQ�ZLQG� WXUELQHV�SURYRNHV� D�PL[HG�UHVSRQVH� IURP� WKH�SXEOLF��PDQ\�FRQVLGHU� WKHP� WR�EH�
HOHJDQW�DGGLWLRQV�WR�WKH� ODQGVFDSH�ZKLOH�RWKHUV�GR�QRW�OLNH�WKH�ZD\�ZLQG�IDUPV�ORRN��:LQG�IDUPV�DUH�XVXDOO\�

IRXQG�RQ�ULGJHOLQHV��WKHRUHWLFDOO\�PDNLQJ�WKHP�YLVLEOH�RYHU�D�ODUJH�DUHD��+RZHYHU��GLVWDQFH�IURP�WKH�ZLQG�IDUP��
DORQJ�ZLWK�VFUHHQLQJ�E\�LQWHUYHQLQJ�WRSRJUDSK\��YHJHWDWLRQ�DQG�EXLOGLQJV�DUH�DOO�IDFWRUV�WKDW�UHGXFH�WKH�YLVLELOLW\�
RI�WKH�ZLQG�IDUP��:HDWKHU�DQG�OLJKW�FRQGLWLRQV�DOVR�KDYH�D�VLJQLILFDQW�HIIHFW�RQ�ZLQG�IDUP�YLVLELOLW\��
�
:H�ZLOO�EH�XQGHUWDNLQJ�D�UHYLHZ�RI� WKH�SURMHFW� LQ�WHUPV�RI� ODQGVFDSH�HIIHFWV�DQG�YLVXDO�DPHQLW\��3DUW�RI� WKLV�
VWXG\�ZLOO�GHWHUPLQH�KRZ�YLVLEOH�WKH�ZLQG�IDUP�ZLOO�EH�IURP�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�YLHZSRLQWV�DURXQG�WKH�ORFDO�DUHD��E\�
ZD\�RI��'�PRGHOOLQJ� DQG� WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�ZLQG� IDUP�SKRWR�VLPXODWLRQV��:H�KDYH� IRXQG�WKDW�PDQ\�SHRSOH�

KDYH�EHHQ�SOHDVDQWO\�VXUSULVHG�E\�WKH��UHVXOWV�RI�WKHVH�SKRWR�VLPXODWLRQV��DV�LQ�PRVW�FDVHV�WKH\�VKRZ�WKDW�WKH�
ZLQG�IDUP�ZLOO�EH�D�GLVWDQW�UDWKHU�WKDQ�SURPLQHQW�ODQGVFDSH�IHDWXUH��
�
6RXQG�
�
7KDQNV�WR�WHFKQRORJLFDO�LPSURYHPHQWV�PRGHUQ�ZLQG�WXUELQHV�DUH�YHU\�TXLHW�DQG�ZKLOH�WKH\�GR�HPLW�VRXQG�DV�

WKH�EODGHV�URWDWH��LW�LV�TXLWH�SRVVLEOH�WR�KROG�D�QRUPDO�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DW�WKH�EDVH�RI�D�PRGHUQ�PDFKLQH��7KH�PDLQ�
VRXQG�IURP�ZLQG�WXUELQHV� LV� WKH�DHURG\QDPLF�QRLVH� IURP�WKH�EODGHV��7KLV� VRXQG�YDULHV� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WXUELQH�
W\SH��WRSRJUDSK\��ZLQG�VSHHG�DQG�GLUHFWLRQ��LW�LV�YHU\�GLIILFXOW�WR�KHDU�D�ZLQG�IDUP�RQ�D�ZLQG\�GD\�GXH�WR�WKH�
EDFNJURXQG�QRLVH�� VXFK� DV� UXVWOLQJ� YHJHWDWLRQ� DQG� WKH�ZKLVWOLQJ� RI� WKH�ZLQG� LWVHOI���+RZHYHU�� FRQFHUQV�RYHU�
VRXQG�HPLWWHG�IURP�D�ZLQG�IDUP�DUH�XQGHUVWDQGDEOH�JLYHQ�WKH�QRLV\�UHSXWDWLRQ�RI�HDUOLHU�WXUELQH�PRGHOV��7R�
DOOD\�WKHVH�FRQFHUQV�DQG�WR�HQVXUH�WKH�ZLQG�IDUP�FRPSOLHV�ZLWK�6RXWK�$XVWUDOLDQ�(3$·V�(QYLURQPHQWDO�1RLVH�
*XLGHOLQHV��,QWHULP�JXLGHOLQHV���������ZH�ZLOO�EH�FRPPLVVLRQLQJ�DQ�DFRXVWLF�FRQVXOWDQW�WR�DVVHVV�LI�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�

DQ\�QRLVH�HIIHFWV�IURP�WKH�SURSRVHG�SURMHFW�RQ�QHDUE\�SURSHUWLHV��
�
(FRORJ\�
�
7KH� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� DQG� RSHUDWLRQ� RI� D� ZLQG� IDUP� KDV� WKH� SRWHQWLDO� WR� DIIHFW� WKH� HFRORJ\� RI� WKH� VLWH�� $�
FRPSUHKHQVLYH� ELRGLYHUVLW\� DVVHVVPHQW� RI� WKH� VLWH�ZLOO� IRFXVLQJ� RQ� IORUD�� IDXQD� �LQFOXGLQJ� ELUGV�� UHSWLOHV�� DQG�

LQYHUWHEUDWHV���KDELWDWV�DQG�ZDWHUZD\V��2XU� DSSURDFK� LV� WR�DYRLG�ZKHUH�SRVVLEOH��PLWLJDWH�DSSURSULDWHO\�� DQG�
RIIVHW� ELRGLYHUVLW\� ORVVHV� DV� DGYLVHG��:H� DUH� H[SORULQJ� WKH� XVH� RI� %LR%DQNLQJ� WR�PLWLJDWH� IRU� KDELWDW� ORVVHV��
ZKLFK�DOORZV�ODQGRZQHUV�WR�VHW�DVLGH�ODQG�LQ�UHWXUQ�IRU�SD\PHQWV��,I�\RX�DUH� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ�DVVLVWLQJ�ZLWK�WKLV��
SOHDVH�WDNH�D�ORRN�DW�WKH�%LR%DQNLQJ�ZHEVLWH�EHORZ�DQG�RU�FRQWDFW�XV�GLUHFWO\�IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��
�
8VHIXO�:HEVLWHV�
�

6DSSKLUH�:LQG�)DUP��ZZZ�VDSSKLUHZLQGIDUP�FRP�DX�

:LQG�3URVSHFW��ZZZ�ZLQGSURVSHFW�FRP�DX�� � �

&OHDQ�(QHUJ\�&RXQFLO��ZZZ�FOHDQHQHUJ\FRXQFLO�RUJ�DX�

%LR%DQNLQJ��ZZZ�HQYLURQPHQW�QVZ�JRY�DX�ELREDQNLQJ�

HOW TO CONTACT US  

,I�\RX�ZLVK�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��

FRQVXOWDWLRQ��SOHDVH�PDNH�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�XV��
DQG�UHTXHVW�D�FRS\�RI�RXU��

3XEOLF�2SLQLRQ�6XUYH\��



Dear Resident, 
 
Following the announcement of the Sapphire Wind Farm back in May 2009, the project has 
continued to evolve as the various assessments and detailed project design work is carried out. At 
present there are two proposed turbine layouts which reflect the potential use of wind turbines 
between 1.5 MW to 3.3 MW. 
 
Why, you may be asking? Well, the design of a wind farm is based on current turbine technology 
which is constantly evolving. So the turbines we considered at the start of a project can be different 
to those on the market 2-3 years later. Also, as more detailed wind speed data is collected from the 
site, the opportunity for different classes of machine (turbines suitable for specific wind regimes) 
opens up (or reduces). Finally, different sized turbines require different separation distances 
between machines, to prevent one machine interfering with the next. The spacing of a 1.5 MW 
turbine wind farm is not the same as that for a 3.3 MW machine (although there are exceptions!). 
 
These factors combine to produce the two initial layouts which are presented in the Preliminary 
Environmental Assessment submitted to the NSW Department of Planning. We have been refining 
these layouts over the past two years, as we received feedback from the public, on-site assessments 
and wind data. We will continue to refine these layouts, until we are ready to submit the planning 
application in May 2011. 
 
The image below shows the current boundary of the Sapphire Wind Farm, consisting of either 125 x 
3.3 (or equivalent) MW or 159 x 1.5 (or equivalent) MW wind turbines. This has the potential to 
produce enough electricity to power over 145, 000 households.1 

Further details on the wind farm proposal can be found on the project website, in the Preliminary 
Environmental Assessment (available on the NSW Department of Planning website under Major 
Projects) and at our Open Days in Glen Innes and Inverell this February, details of which are on the 
next page. 
 
1 based on an 159 x 2.05 MW turbines with a capacity factor of c.35% and an average household energy use of 6.926MWh p.a. (Electricity 
Gas Australia 2008 publication from the Electricity Supply Association of Australia ESAA)  
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ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES CURRENTLY UNDERWAY 
 
Ecology 
Ecological surveys were carried out by Eco Logical Australia who were on-site between October 2008 and January 
2011, assessing the flora and fauna in the area of the wind farm. Once their reporting is complete, details of their 
findings will be made available on the project website. Where the proposal could have a significant impact on the 
local ecosystem, we will modify the layout or have plans to invest in BioBanking (www.environment.nsw.gov.au/
biobanking/) as a means of protecting the environment. 
 
Electromagnetic Interference (EMI) 
A study conducted by Laruie Derrick & Associates to assess potential radio-communication interference surrounding 
the proposed wind farm site found no immediate impact on existing services. Should any turbines cause television 
interference, Wind Prospect CWP will rectify the issue by installing improved receptor/transmitter infrastructure or 
providing satellite television equipment at their expense.  
 
Acoustics 
The acoustic study, carried out by SLR Consulting, will assess construction and traffic noise impacts, as well as 
operational impacts. This will incorporate baseline noise monitoring and establish the relevant noise criteria for 
selected properties surrounding the project in accordance with the industry standard guidelines. Additional 
computer noise modelling of the project will be used to optimise the layout of the wind farm to further reduce or 
remove any potential noise impacts on nearby residences. 
 
Traffic & Transport 
A study to be conducted by Bega Duo Designs will assess the impact 
of internal roads for the project, traffic during the life of the wind 
farm, as well as the increased traffic demands during construction. 
The study will cover all foreseeable impacts of traffic including the 
nature and volume of traffic generated, transport routes, impact on 
current infrastructure and the potential for upgrading existing roads. 
 
Cultural Heritage & Archaeology 
An Indigenous and Non-Indigenous cultural heritage and archaeological assessment will be carried out by NSW 
Archaeology working in tandem with local Aboriginal communities and representatives. The study will include a 
review of historical and relevant literature, as well as a comprehensive field survey of the project area and detailed 
community consultation. The assessment will be carried out in accordance with the Department of Planning and 
Department for Environment, Climate Change and Water requirements. Any significant findings that suggest the 
project could have an impact on the cultural heritage of the area will be discussed with the appropriate people and 
dealt with by avoidance, mitigation or removal in accordance with the regulations. 
 
Civil and Military Aviation 
In order to identify any potential impacts on aviation in the area, we consult with the Civil Aviation Safety Authority 
and the Department of Defence. These bodies also advise that we speak with Airservices Australia and the Aerial 
Agricultural Association of Australia, as well as local airports and airfields. The wind farm layout is designed so that it 
does not create a problem for any air operations in the vicinity of the project. 

 

Open Days 
We intend to hold two Open Days detailing the aspects of the wind farm at two separate venues, as follows: 
 

Wednesday 2nd February at the Library & Learning Centre, Glen Innes between 3.00 - 7.30pm  
Thursday 3rd February at the Riverside Function Centre, Inverell between 2.30 - 7.30pm. 

 
There will be the opportunity to meet and ask questions of members of the Wind Prospect CWP team, as well as 
various displays and posters explaining the studies currently being undertaken in preparing the project application. 
We hope to see you there! 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING? 



 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA)   
LVIA for the proposal is being undertaken by Green Bean Design (GBD). The primary purpose of the LVIA is to 
provide an assessment of the potential landscape and visual impacts from the development of the wind farm on 
people residing in, visiting, or travelling through areas surrounding the project site. 
 
Landscape and visual impacts will be assessed separately, although the procedure for assessing each of them is 
closely linked.  A clear distinction is drawn between landscape and visual impacts, where: 

Landscape impacts relate to the effects of the proposed wind farm on the physical and other characteristics of 
the landscape and its resulting character and quality, and 
Visual impacts relate to the effects on views experienced by visual receptors (e.g. residents, tourists or 
motorists) and on the visual amenity experienced by those people. 

 
All components of the proposed wind farm development will be assessed as part of the LVIA process, which  
includes: 

Access and maintenance tracks, 
Control/facilities building, 
Aviation safety lighting on top of the wind turbines, if required,  
An electrical substation and possible transmission line, and 
Up to 159 wind turbines, to a maximum height of 155m (to blade tip), depending on turbine model. 

 

The assessment will involve both desktop and field studies. A desktop study of topographic maps and aerial 
photographs to identify potential view locations and “Landscape Units” surrounding the wind farm, followed by on-
site confirmation of these locations will be carried out. A shadow flicker and visibility assessment will be completed, 
followed by a determination of a visibility rating (level of potential impact) for each view location. The visibility 
rating for each view location is determined by reference to a number of criteria and factors including the category 
and sensitivity of the receptor, the context of the view, number of receptors and the approximate distance to the 
wind farm. Photomontages will be prepared to show how the proposed wind farm may appear following 
construction, and will include views from key viewing locations identified during the fieldwork.   
 
Although the wind farm will be visible from a number of view locations, including road corridors and a number of 
residential properties, the majority of views from residential dwellings are likely to be screened by a combination of 
undulating hills and tree planting, sheltering dwellings. The full assessment of landscape character and visibility will 
be detailed and illustrated in the LVIA report, as part of the planning application. 
 
A visibility rating for each of the view locations will be assessed to provide an indication of the level of potential 
visual impact. Furthermore a cumulative assessment for the potential landscape and visual impact associated with 
existing or proposed wind farms in the vicinity will also be detailed in the final LVIA report. 

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES CURRENTLY UNDERWAY 

HAVE YOU COMPLETED A PUBLIC OPINION SURVEY?  
 

YOUR OPINION MATTERS TO US AND WILL HELP SHAPE 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROJECT. 

Preliminary view of Sapphire Wind Farm from Wellingrove looking south west 
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HOW TO CONTACT US  

If you wish to participate in the community  
consultation, please complete a copy of our 

Public Opinion Survey or visit us at 
www.sapphirewindfarm.com.au. 

AN UPDATE ON RENEWABLE ENERGY DRIVERS IN AUSTRALIA  
 

The Australian Government has taken its first steps to meeting its election promise of addressing climate change 
and reducing carbon emissions. The implementation of the Renewable Energy Target (RET) in August 2009, 
providing an expansion on the Mandatory Renewable Energy Target (MRET), aims to acquire 20% of Australia’s 
electricity from renewable sources by 2020, the equivalent of 45,000 GWh. In June 2010 the RET was separated into 
Large Scale Renewable Energy Target (LRET) and the Small Scale Renewable Energy Scheme (SRES), which 
commenced January 2011. The separation of the RET is expected to create greater opportunities for renewable 
energy compared to the previous scheme.  

A Preliminary Environmental Assessment (PEA) has already been submitted to the NSW Department of Planning 
(DoP) and is available on their website at www.planning.nsw.gov.au. A submission will also be made to the 
Commonwealth Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA) regarding the Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act. Over the following months our focus will be on completing the 
environmental studies and preparing the Environmental Assessment. Once submitted, the DoP will assess the 
project with respect to the Part 3A (Major Infrastructure and Other Projects) planning process. It will also be 
assessed with respect to Critical Infrastructure legislation as the project  is greater than 30 MW capacity. 

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 

Useful Websites 
Sapphire Wind Farm: www.sapphirewindfarm.com.au 
Wind Prospect: www.windprospect.com.au 
Continental Wind Partners: www.continentalwind.com 
Clean Energy Council: www.cleanenergycouncil.org.au 

PROPOSED TIME LINE 

Q1 2011 Project Studies Completed 
Mid to Late 2011 Project Submission and DoP Decision 

Mid 2012 Construction Begins 

 Site access tracks 

 Temporary site infrastructure 
 Turbine erection and crane hardstand areas 
 Substation and internal electrical reticulation 
End 2013 Operation 
 Maintenance and Monitoring 
End 2033 Refurbishment or Decommissioning 

Late 2011 Engineering Design & Turbine Procurement 


