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indoor plant hire...
...because it's a jungle out there

The Director General
Deaprtment of Planning
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Dear Sir/Madam,

12: N0vember 2010

RE •09_0028 − Cultural Events Site − Yelgun NSW

I am writing this letter in support of the North Byron Parklands proposal for a
permanent sustainable cultural event venue in Yelgun.
Our business has been associated with the Splendour in the Grass festival for the
last 7 years supplying hire plants for the VIP and Artist Lounges as well as to other
marquees and catering outlets. With the temporary relocation of this festival to
Woodford this year we lost very considerable income by not being requested to supply
any hire plants due to local protocol.
As a contractor we have attended the festival during the years and found it to be very
professionally run. I would only envisage that the festival would be even better by being
held at it's own site in Yelgun.
My children aged 25 & 23 were both regular attendees of the festival until the
temporary relocation to Woodford this year. I encourage and applaud both of them
attending this festival as apart from a few local pub gigs it enables the local youth
and young adults of the Northern Rivers region to experience a real taste of
professional rock bands in a carnival type atmosphere.
Overall the town of Byron Bay and surrounding areas suffered very badly economically
this winter with no Splendour in the Grass being held here this year.
The North Byron Parklands proposal will be a huge asset to the Byron region and
provide employment, economical benefits and cultural experiences.
In summary, the proposal should be approved in order to allow the continuation of
Australia's Premiere Rock Festival being held in the Byron Bay region where it should
be in the alternative, music and arts capital of Australia.

~hanks/regards,

__
~'David Penprase − Proprietor

/ndoor Plant Hire 8. Nursery 111 Myocum Rd Ewingsdale, Byron Bay NSW 2481 Phone 6684 7566 Fax 6684 7633
~÷ 4=370 ^ I~LI ?A ~n~ ~n7 0~4



Gloria Mills
35 Bayside Way
Brunswick Heads NSW 2483
PH: 02 6685 0188

October 27, 2010

The Director General

Department of Planning

GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

~ ~mo

IN SUPPORT OF SPLENDOUR & EVENTS

The North Byron Parkland site proposed for the Splendour in the Grass and other events should be
approved as the organizers are complying with every requirement for approval on land that is very
appropriate for such a purpose.

The NSW state government must by now recognise that almost all developments everywhere in the

state are opposed, and often this opposition is not based on the facts.

This proposal is on land which is very suitable. It is more suitable than the Blues Festival site at
Tyagarah which is very successful and accepted due to the fact it is a very professionally staged

event.

The North Byron Parkland/Splendour events will also be very professionally staged providing all
regulations are in place to ensure that the environment, traffic, health, policing etc are to the

necessary standard to make the events safe and not detrimental to the surrounding area.

The Byron Shire area derives the majority of its income from tourism; there is very little other real

industry or business in the area. If tourism is to be minimized then the area will have even fewer
jobs or industry for the people that live here making the area even more welfare dependant.

Fear of the events being poorly managed and staged seems to be the main objections. This is
perhaps understandable as the Byron Shire Council has a culture of poor procedural practices and

regular legal battles.

Please allow this event site to happen so the area has an economic base and show the people of the

area that with good procedural practices the area can have something to be proud of.

Yours Sincerely

Gloria Mills
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John Mills
35 Bayside Way
Brunswick Heads
NSW 2483
PH: 0266851190

October 27, 2010

The Director General
Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
Sydney
NSW 2001

IN SUPPORT OF SPLENDOUR

l am 55 years old, was born in Brunswick Heads and have lived here for 50 of these years.

l know the property where North Byron Parkland/Splendour in the Grass is to be held and think it is
highly suitable and believe it will be good for the area and it should be approved.

l think this site is better positioned than the Blues Festival Site at Tyagarah in the Byron Shire, as it
has less surrounding houses. I live at Bayside Brunswick Heads which is not far from the Blues
Festival site and can only hear the odd drum beat which is only a background sound. l went to that

event for the first time this year for two nights because it was so close. It was run very
professionally with the parking camping traffic management etc and I would imagine the Splendour

event would be similar as there is a service road already in place.

It seems to be discriminatory and unfair that there can be a festival to cater for people around my
age group but not for the younger age group. This is wrong, many young people have very little

money to force them to go to north of Brisbane to go to a young person's music event is unfair.

11 have three children in their twenties who have been to this event at Byron but say it is too costly

to go North of Brisbane because of the travelling costs, accommodation time off work etc. This is

without even looking at the economic benefit all those jobs both all year and at event times and I
would think they would source many of these jobs locally.

l hope this event will continue to support the Byron Shire groups especially the ones in close
proximity to the event site as young teenagers need more options for social interaction in this area.

Yours Sincerely
John Mills



Campbell Mckellar
49 Benloro Lane
Myocum,2481
Postal
PO Box 201
Byron Bay

2481
Re:09_0028,cultural events site, Yelgun

/

I wish to strongly oppose the above planned development for the following reasons.
1.It will have a very negative effect on the entire shire in the form of huge traffic
congestion,loud noise from people and music and an increase in problems relating to
consumption of drugs and alcohol.
2.This is a rural area where the impact of the planned development will be totally out of
context with the lifestyles of the majority of the residents
Prior to living at the above address I was a resident of Sunrise Beach Estate in Byron
Bay. We were very close to previous Splendour in the Grass mustic festivals and
witnessed festival patrons sleeping in cars in our streets,drunken behaviour,loud noise
from intoxicated patrons and large amounts of broken glass and other rubbish left in our
street.

Yours sincerely
Campbell Mckellar



f October 2010−10−26

The Director General of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2001

RE 09−0028− Cultural Events Site − Yelgun

Dear Sir/Madam

Whilst the concept of a Cultural Events site in the Shire of Byron is commendable, it
is submitted that the proposed facility is deficient in two key aspects of planning
practice.

1. Strategic Planning for Ecological Sustainability
2. Process and Procedure

Strategic Planning for Ecological Sustainability

The Director General (Department of Planning) together with Byron Shire in
determining this application must weigh up the capacity for the development to
accommodate the concepts embraced under ecologically sustainablity. The approval
of the development must culminate in a use that conserves and enhances the
community's resources to improve the quality of life, now and future, in a way that
maintains the ecological processes on which life depends.

A review of the supporting data to the application finds as assessment approach
grounded in issue/problem identification and management rather than avoidance −i.e. reactive planning as opposed to proactive and sound forward planning practice.

The question for the development is not one so much of should it happen as it
appears to be a sound and desirable development, but rather has the best fit site
been identified.

Whilst cognitive that the development assessment process is geared to assessing
the development for a given site, it would be short sighted not to consider the
fundament question as to whether such a development should occur on a greenfield
site (as proposed) or should occur as part of the township of Byron's urban
consolidation and renewal.

The assessment information provided accompanying this application does not adopt
this approach, and this is perhaps because the consultants were asked to address
the implications on this development on the given site.

The obligation here for the approval authority is to ensure that any decision to
approve the development on this particular site is based on sound strategic and
forward planning principles.

In this context the following principles of good ecologically sustainable decision
making practice are raised:

−1−



October 2010−10−26

Principle 1 Good Citizenship Practices

Will the determination deliver an integrated long term decision for the preferred
course of action (approval or refusal) that is based on having weighed up the
implications for inter−generational equity (future generations) and intra−generational
equity (amongst present generations).

Principle 2 Partnerships of governance

Have the people of the local community, shire and Northern Rivers−SEQ Regions
and state government been brought together in partnerships of engagement and
governance that has established a greater knowledge the decisions making process'?
Has the process enabled motivated citizenry and enhanced opportunities for creative
and innovative resolution of sustainable outcomes for the economy, community and
environment.

Principle 3 Sustainable Urban Form

Have all avenues for containment of Byron Shire's urban footprint and protection of
accessible green open places and green belts been achieved though consideration
of alternative sites. A suggested alternative location being within or on the immediate
perimeter of the township of Byron. Such a site would provide better access to the
venues workforce, a more consolidated strategic economic area, better
interconnected with tourist accommodation areas and shire villages and integrate
more readily with active and public transport as well and places of green.

Principle 4 A right to belong to a neighbourhood

Does the development enable the people of the Shire to be provided with an
opportunity to belong to identifiable sustainable residential neighbourhoods through
the reinforcement of a network of legible, accessible, well serviced and
environmentally responsible communities'? The subject development does not
appear to accord with the nature of the immediate neighbourhoods of Ocean Shores
or Billy Nudgel as predominantly permanent resident and rural lifestyle living areas.

In comparison, the township of Byron holds a balance of permanent and tourist
accommodation and the siting of the development in Byron would accord more
closely with the lifestyle expectations of these residents.

For example, it is noted that the Council is seeking to promote Byron Shire asa
family holiday destination, the provision of such a development in proximity i.e.
walking or short bus trip of the accommodation and child care facilities would provide
greater opportunities for families to use the venue. Parents may feel more able to
book a baby sitter for a couple of hours and attend some of the wonderful
entertainment on offer in the comfort of knowing their children are close by, safe and
easily accessed.

−2 −



October 2010−10−26

Principle 5 Capacity to refresh the economy through creative and
diverse business communities

How does the subject site link with other business of the Shire and Region?

Byron benefits from an industrial/arts estate speckled with creative and refreshing
industries and businesses. The siting of such a venue near by would provide the
opportunities for the creation of a more expo atmosphere where the operators of the
entertainment could work with local businesses to promote their wears and attract
corporate interest in the entertainment. Byron's capacity to attract international
travellers and hence import/export trade should be capitalised upon facilitating local
production / market cycles, consistent with creating a more diverse, energy efficient
and compact urban economy. The siting of the development near the economic hubs
of the industrial/arts estate, town centre, audio−visual college and planned sporting
arena would encourage and facilitate a network of complementing business
communities of varying economic scale, diverse function. All receptive to institutions
and/or incubator business that promote creativity and innovation in solutions for more
sustainable practices.

Principle 6 For the greater good of the Environmental

The necessity to open up a greenfield site must be questioned.

Land use and development must be required to implement the concepts of
diminished adverse environmental impact and enhanced restoration of natural
ecosystems by having due regard to the living and non living resource base of the
region. This requires the protection and restoration of natural habitats, designing for
our subtropical climate and internalising environmental costs associated with the
siting, design and construction and operation of uses and infrastructure.

Key directional changes must be sought in determining the application by applying
lifecycle assessment, integrated water management and maximised energy, water
and waste efficiencies. The application does not clearly explain how these practices
are being endorsed and articulate the environmental footprint.

Principle 7 Designing for the well being of the people

The Shire should be demonstrating quality in urban design by addressing the
intricate facets of the well being of the people, Place and spaces must be designed to
encourage inclusive and diverse communities. Byron's cornerstone function as
township of cultural interest, entertainment industry incubation and strong community
sense of place should be embraced and retained.

All development and its design should encompass the idea that the smaller elements
of an area should fit together to form a whole. The subject development is very much
a stand alone Greenfield development reflective on the 1980's. The identification and
promotion of an urban renewal/consolidation site in Byron would afford greater
opportunities for consideration of health, safety and equity in the people's access to
the economic, social, cultural and recreational resources of the Shire and Region.

−3 −
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The Council, approval authority and community should be availed an opportunity to
work with the developer to find a site that meets with these criteria and demonstrates
that it has the capacity to accommodate and embrace such a desirable form of
entertainment venue. By doing this the approval process and project implementation
will helping build tolerance and respect in communities and hence a means of
presenting opportunities for new community/subscultural groups to emerge and
celebrate in their sense of community.

Principle 8 Connected Journeys

It is clear with issues such as peak oil, pollution and infrastructure (roads) costs that
a community or venue patron should be afforded all opportunities to travel bya
means that reduces their dependence on a car.

It is disappointing to note that a number of the consultants to this project ignore
Transit Orientated Development's (TOD) growing acceptance by the planning and
transport professions for such types of uses and yet they have been know to promote
the concept strongly of to the larger urban centres of Australian and South East
Queensland. Byron Shire would benefit from the adoption of this concept. However, it
goes without question that the development will increase car trips and the site is not
the focus of any public transport node.

The subject location will not provide a venue that is easy to get around witha
network of walking and cycling paths and transit routes that are focused on the needs
of:

• the patron linking with the other elements of their holiday experience namely
accommodation, eating facilities, retail outlets and the beach; nor

• planned workforce (which may work shifts) such as homes, community
facilities eg schools and child care or other jobs.

The car will play a key role, followed by public transport with required multiple modal
changes. An urban renewal site would provide greater opportunities for active
transport modes. The limited car parking facilities that would be provided could also
in such a location have the added bonus of offering a dual function as a park and
ride (when the venue is not in use) where commuter could:

car pool to places of employment; or
park on the perimeter of the town and take a short bus trip (operated
frequently) or walking along a tree line landscape boulevard into the town
centre.

The subject site is situated along the 110km/hr strip of the highway which the
government has spent considerable funds in upgrading to improve capacity and road
function. The placement of such a venue in this location will undermine the benefits
gained by this upgrade and have adverse impacts particularly on the road freight that
uses the highway. The road will be affected by persons arriving unfamiliar with the
venue and seeking to egress and ingress the highway leading to more likelihood of
conflict.

The selection of the urban infill site offers patrons, workers, residents and affiliated
businesses a better connection in a logically arrangement where the undertaking of
daily and weekly activities are afforded convenience, diminished need to travel or

−4 −



October 2010−10−26

make multiple journeys and greater scope to use active and public transport
frequently.

Process and Procedure

A review of the information accompaning the application does not provide a simple
and clear explanation for the general community of the:

• assessment determination process and approval bodies;
• project staging and project management;
• construction methods, impact mitigation and timelines;
• infrastructure upgrading and works schedule; and
• operational practices and procedures.

How could the alternative of a urban consolidation site work?

As a strategic and community planner I consider that in questioning a development it
is important to also explore the alternatives and benef'its that may be gained from the
alternatives. In this regard the following points come to mind for an urban
consolidation approach where every effort is made to accommodate the facility in the
vicinity of the Byron Art/industrial Estate and planned sports fields. It should be noted
that these benef'its would not occur overnight but could be realised for present and
future generations with good strategic forward planning

Benefit one: Infrastructure Sharin,q

The Byron industrial/arts estate has many buildings that are large block construction
with rooves amenable to solar energy and rain water collection, as well are garden
areas suited to taking grey water as a form of irrigation. The energy and water could
be connected to the events site and waste water from the events site locally treated
and utilised and visa versa creating a localised environmental management solution.

Benefit two: Enhance Greenspace and User−friendly active transport corridors linkinq
neighbourhoods

The existing pedestrian/cycleway along Ewingsdale Road suffers from lack of shade
(not sun smart), rest and interest points, car/pedestrian−cyclist conflicts and poor
amenity due to vehicle noise and fumes.

As a long term alternative the facility and Ewingsdale residential area to the south
west could be linked instead via foreshore pedestrian cycle boulevard to the heart of
the town where there are community facilities, accommodation and existing public
transport hubs (bus and currently decommission railway station that has the capacity
to link to the other villages of the shire as well as the large regional urban centres).

The boulevard carefully planned in consideration of those private properties at risk
due to climate change and the planned retreat policy, providing opportunities for
these property owners to protect their assets or relocate in an integrated way with the
support and understanding of the community. Those that opt for relocation could be
accommodated on the more high grounds of the Ewingsdale residential estate bya
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small allocation of additional residential land. Hence enabling people to stay in their
neighbourhood and maintaining established community connections.

The boulevard would also provide opportunities for more green space in the built up
area and hence address community need as the population of the shire grows.

Benefit three: Improve traffic flows and less congestion on Ewingsdale Road

The existing cycle/pedestrian way with its limited user appeal could then be
decommissioned to make way for an additional traffic lane enabling the
implementation of preferably a bus way or alternatively a tidal flow road where lanes
could be opened in a certain direction in response to peek traffic demands. Assisting
in solving an existing problem which will only continue to exist and be exacerbated
should the greenfield site be endorsed.

Benefit four: T Intersection safety enhancernent

The Byron industrial/arts estate and residential area intersections onto Ewingsdale
road will require upgrading to cater for the increasing traffic flows in the future. An
additional roundabout entry point to this area could be provided also accessing with
the cultural events site and hence delay the need for upgrading of the current T
intersections and providing access more suited to the heavy vehicles servicing the
industrial area and not shared with the commuters from the residential area, as
presently occurs.

These are only a few of the benefits that come to mind and with more investigation
and closer consultation with the community, I am sure the number could be
increased.

In summary, I trust that the matters in this submission will be given due consideration
and assist in enabling decisions to be made and practices to put in place to ensure
the delivery of a Cultural Event site that is ecologically sustainable.

Yours faithfully

Natalie Hancock
BRTP (Hons)
BA Double Major Anthropology

Address

1 Mango Lane
Coorabell 2479 NSW

email: mcqaughraneexemaitcom.au

cc Byron Shire Council
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Tuesday 19th October 2010

Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2001

Dear Director General,

RE: 09_0028 − Cultural Events Site − Yelgun

l am writing in support of the proposal by North Byron Parklands in Yelgun. As a local
business, the main reasons for my support are for economic reasons, community and
tourism.

The positive flow−on effect of this festival for our business is immeasurable. To have the
Splendour in the Grass Festival in July or August benefits the Beach Hotel financially but
also creates hundreds of work hours for our employees, most of whom are young locals
who rely on us for their sole income. For example, we employed 129 staff in July/August
2009 (when Splendour was close by) and this year we had only 104 employees during
the same period due to Splendour in the Grass moving interstate. In 2011, we will have
to cut back employees further due to the dramatically reduced revenue we experienced
this year.

We provide training, career opportunities and a social network for all of our employees.
The Beach Hotel employs Over 95% of Beach Hotel employees are young adults from
the Byron Shire and their employment is a solid foundation for their development in
becoming self sufficient contributors within our community.

Byron Bay Beach Hotel Pty Ltd, Bay Street Byron Bay (02) 6685 6402



The presence of the Splendour in the Grass Festival also affects the Beach Hotel's ability

to contribute financial donations to our local community. We pride ourselves on our
financial support of our local schools, SLSC, the environment, the Winter Whales Ocean

Swim and many more. The negative financial effect of Splendour leaving our business

means we are no longer in a position to give the same financial support as we have in
previous years.

The Splendour organisers are professionals who run a positive event for the community
and I hope that they are given the opportunity to prove to us that they will continue to
do so.

l look forward to hearing a result.

Kindly,

('van Haandep

Licensee/Operations Manager
Byron Bay Beach Hotel

c/o Reception, Bay Lane, Byron Bay, N.S.W.. 2481

p:+612 6685 6402
f:+612 6685 8758

e: elke@beachhotel.com.au

Byron Bay Beach Hotel Pty Ltd, Bay Street Byron Bay (02) 6685 6402



5 Driftwood Ave.,
Byron Bay 2481. Ph. 02− 66857136

The Director General,
Department of Planning,
G.P.O. Box 39
Sydney N.S.W. 2001.

2t!

Dear Sir,
Re : 09− 0028 − Events Site − Yelgun

As a longtime resident of Byron Shire I have endured the massive music festivals as
outlined in the above development application presently before your department.

l have before me a glossy pamphlet, produced by the promoters of the proposed
events site, which outlines their proposed calendar of usage should their application
be approved.

In response to the proposals outlined in the pamphlet, I can only say I would hate to
be a resident living near to the activities as life would become one long nightmare.

The directors of North Byron Parklands place great emphasis on their contributions
to the community by way of economic benefit but their submission is silent on social
and environmental cost to the area.

l am aware the likes of the local business community and the promoters are
mesmerised by the amount of money to be made with no thought as to real effect on
the amenity of the residents and at the level proposed, can be soul destroying.

l believe the glossy presentation contained in the North Byron Parklands pamphlet is
largely spin and especially doubt the $192.6M figure and that flow−on benefit to the
community will eventuate.

l have personally experienced this company's activities when their Spendour in the
Grass music festival was held in Byron Bay and can say their history has shown,
once they had approval to conduct their event all sense of responsibility was
forgotten. They abused noise levels and allowed loud music to be played by their
campers after the scheduled cut off time.

In addition, traffic in the town was gridlocked over the period of the festival and the
surrounding residential areas were subject to illegal campers who, on leaving, left
the area like a garbage tip. I also understand drug abuse was a problem.

l don't believe the Yelgun site will be any better in fact activities and conduct of the
company and their patrons will very likely be worse.



The traffic congestion on the adjacent motorway is certainly another consideration
and I doubt the local police and the RTA will get too excited about the company's
proposal.

Overall, this application which is before you is entirely unsuitable to the entire area
as the Byron Shire does not have the infrastructure to cater to music Festivals of
this size and they should remain at Woodford, in Queensland, which is specifically
designed to handle this type of event.

Yourpfaithfully,

Geoff Gill.
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To Whom It May Concern

My name is Darryl Bashforth, I am writing to put in a submission against Splendour In the

grass at Yelgun. I was raised from a child from 1962 to the early 1990's on this piece of land
where this festival is set to be. I know every inch of this land, where it floods and the

amount of wildlife that is there, which I saw over a period of 30 years. I find that the event
of a money making machine to be put in the dead centre of a wildlife corridor, which is one
of the last on the Far North Coast where wildlife can cross from the beach to the hinterland
is a very big mistake!

Why can't we have Blues & Splendour put their big money making heads together and use
the Tyagarah site? Where there have already been some events that have had a good
positive outcome. This land at Yelgun is untouched native land on the south side of
Marshalls Ridge, so I ask why destroy it for money? I lived there, my father lived there, and

my grandfather lived there. This land is special in many ways and not just for money as
other locals have thought.

The Land at Tyagarah is Ideal for these types of events as Byron Bay a very popular tourist

attraction is close as well as Mullumbimby and Brunswick Heads. Everybody would benefit

from having these events at Tyagarah because it is more central to everything than what

they would if it was held at Yelgun which is located at the end of the shire, and they can still

make lots of money if that's all everybody cares about.

l have been in business in the local area of Billinudgel and Brunswick Heads for 28 years and

I cannot see how havingSplendour in the Grass at Yelgun would fix local businesses financial

problems. They will have their own camping facilities and other things that they will make

profit off.

l am not against making money or festivals we just need good balance in our community to
keep our area a nice safe place to be.

Yours Sincerely

DARRYL BASHFORTH

38 Tweed St Brunswick Heads

NSW 2483

Department of Planning

2 2 OCl 2010

Scanning Room

02−66850255

PCU015830PCU015830



The Director General
Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

i~ ~i,

Rebecca Wood
2E Pacific Vista Drive
Byron Bay NSW 2481

Re_ 09_008 − Cultural Events Site Yelgun

Dear Sir/Madam

I am taking the time to write and post this letter of support for the North Byron
Parklands Site because I believe strongly in the goals and efforts of the
proponents. I am not affiliated with this group in any way.

l support the event site as I have enjoyed going to Splendor myself and have
consistently been amazed and delighted with the state of order and organization
of the festival. The attention to detail in providing a safe environmentally
conscious site in which to indulge in a thoroughly community inclusive event is
evident everywhere.
It is the musical free spirit if Byron Bay that attracted me to the area and will
keep me here. Splendor In The Grass provides an amazing display of talent that
not regional people get to enjoy but the whole of Australia loves to travel to the
Northern Rivers to attend. In the wake of the GFC and depressed tourist
numbers for the region, festivals can provide that much needed boost to the local
economy.

l believe North Byron Parklands has done every thing in their power to address
the requirements of council, community and conservation. The extent of the
research they have done to ensure they provide the best possible experience for
all stakeholders is to be commended and supported„... lest we lose something
very special and important to the culture of the region.

There have been many raucous calls for the festival site not to go ahead by a
NOISY FEW. It is unfortunate but true that nay sayers for these types of events
are generally politically more vocal and active than the thousands of young
people and oldies such as myself that are in favor of the site. We are all of voting
age too and our participant attendance should be taken into account.

For the statistics I am 42, my husband is 47 we have lived in Byron for over 4
years. I have spent near $0.1.5 million dollars building rny home here. I have also
spent much time volunteering for the local branch of Wildlife Information and
Rescue Service (WIRES) and The Byron Ballina Family Home Visiting Volunteer
group.



If it were added up how many locals bought tickets to the event over the few
whom are in opposition then there would be no question of community support.
All my friends and acquaintances (many born and bred in Byron) are terrified of
losing this event as we look forward to it every year.

Please say YES to North Byron Parklands, they have earnt the right to this site
and I have no doubt they will live up to all the expectations placed upon them to
make the festival site a success for everyone concerned.

Kind Regards
Rebecca 00

0417,2jP I403
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The Director of Regional Projects (09_0028)

GPO Box 39, Sydney 2001.

From:

Arlene Dalton & David Horner

PO Box 2129

Ocean Shores NSW 2483

I

Departrnent of Planning
Received

2 7 OCT 2010
Scanning Room

Date: 21st October 2010.

SUBMISSION AGAINST THE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED BY
NORTH BYRON PARKLANDS

We object to the go−ahead being given to this submission by North
Byron Parklands for the following reasons.

1. We live in Ocean Shores and believe we will be adversely
affected by the huge increase in population moving into our
area many times a year, with figures from 10,000 up to 50,000
people coming for 'festivals' and 'concerts'. This will negatively
impact on our streets and shopping centre.

2. There has been no community consultation.
3. The proposal flies in the face of the NSW State Government's

own planning decisions to protect the unique site. The negative
impacts on the site include the last wildlife corridor there being
fractured, fragile koala colonies and dozens of endangered
species will suffer, sewerage, roads, traffic, ongoing binge drink
and drug activities will be a constant nightmare to the local
population, our emergency services will be tied up, and holiday
letting will go berserk.

4. The developers claim that their arrival here will inject huge
amounts of money into the local economy. This is totally
untrue. These 'festivals' are increasingly self−contained with
everything sold on site. The only things they will inject into our
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local community will be vomit, poo, rubbish and illegal
camping on our beaches and in our streets.

We object to the proposal lodged by this ruthless, environmentally
and socially insensitive consortium.

Please do NOT approve this submission.

Yours sincerely,

(Ms) Arlene Dalton (Mr) David Horner
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The Director of Regional Projects (09_0028)
GPO Box 39
Sydney. 2001

Margaret Francis
159 Shara Blvde
Ocean Shores North. 2483
24* October 2010

Submission re Splendour in the Grass D.A.

Dear Sir / Madam,

I am submitting an objection to the above D.A. In the strongest possible terms.

The plans of four mega festivals a year, plus 4 other festivals of up to 10,000 persons per day,
and an unlimited number of other events wil! do severe damage to our amenities, our services,
our beaches and our public places, not to mention the significant threats of intolerable noise,
artificia! lighting and disturbance to the vast numbers of people living in the proximity to
where these events are planned to be held.

The intrusion of up to 50,000 party goers daily into our Shire during mega festivals is almost
twice the population of the whole shire. Traffic at the Splendour Festival at Woodford 2010
was backed up for over 6kms. This would completely congest the Brunswick Valley Way,
making local traffic movements almost impossible − road rage aside.

• Our Billinudgel Nature Reserve will be significantly compromised, as would our precious
local flora and fauna.

Byron already has a permanent festival site at Tyagarah. Another permanent festival site is
neither sustainable nor necessarv.

The lighting of fires by party goers at the proposed site could easily spread into the peat and
would be very difleult to extinguish111 lieu!I_ endangering the lives of those thousands expected at
maior events. ereatino chaos and would divert our emercrenev resources.

Brunswick ~aoo,4,~ :.~ ,~.~ ..i .....Brunswick Heads is the ,.losest town. Its pub and, beacn ioeality would be transformed into a
nermanent norty t,'~wn rlestrovino the locality for the local neonle

All night partying of festival goers would create a huge increase in the worst type of holiday
letting in our locality, destroying all that locals hold dear.

As gro,ups v,t pa−.ty goers wou..ld .oe a~,le to pa−y ..ngi1er ren.ts, ..in.o potenti_a.lly woni._. mcrease
rents for those already paying high rents, creating further renta! stress and potentially
increasing the homeless population of our area. A DISASTER ALL ROUND.
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The Director of Regional Projects (09_0028)
GPO Box 39
Sydney. 2001

Richard Francis
159 Shara Blvde
Ocean Shores North. 2483
24"a October 2010

Submission re Splendour in the Grass D.A.

Dear Sir / Madam,

I am submitting an objection to the above D.A. In the strongest possible terms.

The plans of four mega festivals a year, plus 4 other festivals of up to 10,000 persons per day,
and an unlimited number of other events will do severe damage to our amenities, our services,
our beaches and our public places, not to mention the significant threats of intolerable noise,
artificial lighting and disturbance to the vast numbers of people living in the proximity to
where these events are planned to be held.

The intrusion of up to 50,000 party goers daily into our Shire during mega festivals is almost
twice the population of the whole shire. Traffic at the Splendour Festival at Woodford 2010
was backed up for over 6kms. This would completely congest the Brunswick Valley Way,
making !oca! traffic movements almost impossible − road rage aside.

• Our Billinudgel Nature Reserve will be significantly compromised, as would our precious
local flora and fauna.

Byron already has a permanent festival site at Tyagarah. Another perma.e.t festival site is
neither sustainable nor necessary.

The lighting of fires by party goers at the proposed site could easily spread into the peat and
would be very difficult to extinguish endangering the lives of those thousands expected at

• e,~. ....... haoo and would .......... m,.~ .... : ,,~oo .... s..major eve. ts ..eat ing chaos and would diver•.ur eme.gen.y .e.ources

Brunswick Heads is the closest to w n. ~ Its pub and beach loca,~:~−"lity would be tro−uansformedX−~ into"a
permanent party town, destroying the locality for the local people,

of tcbuvau go¢i~ wom~a m~ worst type uoiictavAll night partying of festival goers wo. ld create a huge increase in the worst typ e of holi day
letting in our locality, destroying all that locais ho!d dear.

As groups − of party g,~ers would be able to pay higher rents, this potentially would increase

rents for those already paying high rents, creating further rental stress and potentially
the nome~essincreasing ....increasing the homeless population of our area. A DISASTER ALL ROUND.



\



\



Sue Knight
3Harah Court Ocean Shores 2483
Ph 02 66802740
Objection 090028
8.10. 2010
To whom this may concern,

I object to the Cultural Event Site, Yelgun 09 0028. [A
privately owned Mega Music Festival Site] if this application
is approved, it will give the developer the right to conduct
[Multiple Mega Music Festivals] throughout the year unchecked, with
up to 100.000 plus attendees, all there to consume as much drugs
and alcohol as they can get their hands on, for days at a time, this
sort of event is beyond the control of the police or the Billinudgel
property trust.
The Lose of Amenities, Traffic Jams, Illegal Camping, Backpacker

Style Renting of Residential Properties, CRIME and the Disruption
and Safety to the 10,000 Residence, the Billinudgel Nature Reserve,
that borders the proposed festival site, will also be
heavenly impacted by 15 hours a day of very loud music for up to 5
days at a time. I ask you to consider whether you would be happy to
have a permanent festival site like this 2k from where you live.

I and the majority of this community have successfully stopped this
development going ahead for the past 4 years 10 months, it is not
wanted by the people who have chosen to live and work hear.
This is about a few people making a lot of MONEY at the

expense of the Community and the Enviroment.
There is a new council owned Cultural Events Site near completion
in Byron Bay, that would accommodate the 16,000 per day music
festival, which is the currant size Splendour in the Grass held in
Byron in the past, all though it has caused disruption to the residence
and traffic jams, the new site will greatly reduce these problems.
Last year Splendour moved to the Woodford festival site in

Queensland, the massive numbers that attended proved too big,
even for Woodford and its a massive site, there were 9 hour traffic
jams and residence were unable to pick up their children from
school.

"We know what we are in for"

Thank you Sue Knight



NSW Planning
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001
17 November 2010

Attention: Brent Devine

Re: 3A Major Project 09_0028 Proposed Cultural Events Site
at Tweed Valley Way and Jones Road, Yelgun, Byron LGA

mm of manning
neceived

2 6 NOV 2010

History

We have been residents of Jones Road, Yelgun, for thirty−two years. The
information provided below is an account of living near the proposed Events Site
and an outline of the reasons why we object to the proposal.

Safety

We firmly believe that this development proposal will place our family, ourselves
and our property in danger. NSW Police have stated that, 'It is not possible to
make areas evaluated by the NS WP absolutely safe for members of the
community or their property'. (refer NSW Police Force Dec. 2007). If the
community's safety and their property cannot be safeguarded for a one−off 'trial'
event comprising 22,500 patrons, our fears surrounding the multiple events that
are proposed throughout the year are very real.

North Byron Parklands (NBP) have not consulted with us nor explained how they
are going to stop patrons and non ticket holders, from entering and camping on
our property; drowning in our dam; harassment; parking on road verges and
blocking our access; pilfering and dumping rubbish. There has been no proposal
indicating security for properties along jones Road. Who will be liable if harm or
damage is incurred as a result of the development to ourselves and property?

The Events Site can be easily accessed by non ticket holders traversing through
large areas of the Billinudgel Nature Reserve from the north, south and east of the
site. The Environment Assessment (EA) does not demonstrate if/how our home
and property will be secured. Hundreds of security personnel would be required to
secure the Event Site, however this would still not prevent revellers from accessing
the site via the Reserve and Jones Road.

The EA illustrates that the event area will be fenced to secure patrons on site. It is
noted, however, that the camping area located to the north of the site is not fenced−
off, again allowing patrons to access neighbouring properties and Reserve lands.
This illustrates the lack of concern and respect to neighbours, neighbouring
properties and the NPWS Reserve lands. The dangers that could face patrons
wandering through these unpatrolled areas demonstrates a lack of respect and
duty of care on the part of the proponents.

PCU017035PCU017035
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Threats to Property

Information relating to the SIG festival event in 2007 at Belongil Fields, Byron Bay,
highlighted that security was ineffective and lax in preventing non−ticket holders
from jumping fences, aggressive behaviour, alcohol fuelled violence and drug
related issues. Once the quota of 17,500 tickets had been sold out, non−ticket
holders were able to walk through the gates unobstructed, increasing the number
of patrons beyond the allowable limit. (refer Northern Star article 30 Aug. 2008)
Council was ineffective in monitoring numbers.

Projected figures for the Yelgun site are anywhere up to 50,000 patrons. Given the
extensive nature of the site's boundary and adjoining Nature Reserve, it will not be
possible for Council to effectively monitor these numbers.

There is no information provided in the EA that demonstrates how Parklands will
protect our adjoining property (2.2ha) from patrons entering and camping on our
land or swimming in our dam. Not only does our dam provide habitat for
threatened fauna species but it could also be potentially life threatening for
intoxicated patrons who may venture on site.

This will be a serious problem, as party goers can access the site from adjoining
villages i.e. Wooyung, South Golden Beach and North Ocean Shores. Not only will
this scenario impact on neighbours such as ourselves, but it will also present a
very real and serious problem for the NPWS with likely impacts to the Reserve land
such as camping and camp fires, littering, defecating and associated alcohol and
drug related issues.

As the reserve boundary is convoluted and extends for several kilometres, it would
be virtually impossible to secure. Parklands would have to engage hundreds of
security guards in addition to the personnel already required to secure the
Parklands site. Without this measure my family and neighbours will be placed at
high risk.

Statistics have shown that over 90% of overall patrons that attend the SIG festival
reside outside of the Byron Shire, the majority coming from metropolitan areas. As
they would not be familiar with the rural locality, the terrain and dangers associated
with peat soils, the adjoining swamp and Reserve lands could present serious
public safety issues.

No consultation was undertaken with ourselves nor immediate neighbours on
measures that could be adopted to reduce impacts or implement safety measures
for our protection. The proponents focus has been entirely with the onsite security
and ignored the safety of their neighbours and adjoining communities.



3

The Perceived Need

The Federal Government gifted $0.08 million dollars into progressing Byron Council's
Sports and Cultural Event Site located at Ewingsdale and nearing completion.
This site, located in close proximity to the township of Byron Bay will cater for
smaller, more family oriented festival events. Then there is the Blues Festival site
which has a 10 year approval and is located at Tyagarah. Unlike Yelgun, both
festival sites can be easily secured and monitored by Council to ensure festival
promoters are meeting the OH&S Standards and that all other consent conditions
are adhered to.

We welcome smaller, family friendly and community−based festivals throughout
the shire such as the Writers festival and the Mullumbimby Music Festival.

Patrons Safety

Both the lands north and south of the Jones Road ridgeline, where the site is
located, are flood liable. We have seen both Catchments flood on a regular basis
during flood events over the past 30 years. In our experience and depending on
where the rain is the heaviest, both catchments can present quite differently in
flood events. This of course is due to the size of the catchments and the amount of
rainfall experienced upstream.

It is difficult for us, as long term residents, to understand why this development
was ever considered for this site, in the first place. We live on a ridgeline
approximately 25m above sea level and with the exception of a low lying area, our
property does not flood.

The concept of placing up to 50,000 people, mostly young, possibly inebriated or
substance effected, in a flood plain without any adequate access roads is either
naive or negligent. The logistics of evacuating up to 50,000 patrons in flood
conditions is a recipe for disaster.

On page 216 of the Flood Evacuation Assessment it states, "it may not be
possible to evacuate patrons from the site." It suggests that patrons will be moved
onto the ridgeline. This suggestion is ridiculous and further strengthens the
argument that there are too many constraints associated with the site to
accommodate for this type of development.

As effected neighbours, the proponents have not demonstrated how our entry and
exit along Jones Road will be facilitated, nor have they demonstrated how our
passage to and from Jones Road via Tweed Valley Way and Brunswick Valley Way
will be assured. Our work requires us to travel to towns north and south of Yelgun.

In Sec. 4.1.8 of the Traffic Impact Assessment − Technical Paper C1 it says that
there will be traffic controllers employed and that residents of Jones Road will be
provided with "resident access passes" in order to pass through checkpoints.
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In Sec. 6.3 however, it states that, "at the Yelgun interchange, they (residents)
would be included in the traffic experiencing delays of around 30 seconds, based
on SIDRA modelling."

These figures are grossly underestimated, particularly when compared with the
traffic impacts that were experienced at this year Blues Festival held adjacent to
the Pacific Highway at Tyagarah. The permissible numbers for the Blues Festival
(a single, annual event) in 2010 were 17,500 patrons. The Proposal for a
Permanent site at Yelgun is for up to 50,000 patrons for Major Events.

As 12 Major Event days (MEd) are proposed for the calendar year and SlG would
be 3 of those days, that leaves the possibility of 3 x 3 (MEd), 4x2 (MEd) or 9x1(MEd)
throughout the calendar year. This scenario does not include the moderate, minor
or small events that are also proposed throughout the calendar year, nor does it
include the bump in and bump out periods required for each festival event.

Furthermore, the proponents have not demonstrated how our access will not be
impeded in a case of emergency, i.e. ambulance or evacuation in the likely event of
fire. As our house is located approximately 2.5 kIms east along Jones Road this
situation is critical. The Byron Bay Hospital is normally a 30 minute drive to the
south, the Mullumbimby Hospital is a 20 minute drive to the south−west, whilst
Tweed Heads Hospital, larger and more equipped, is approximately a 45 minute
drive to the north under normal circumstances.

in the numerous fire events that have occurred since we have lived on Jones
Road, we have been evacuated on many occasions. It is important to consider
that the Jones Road area is described in the Far North Coast Bush Fire Risk
Management Plan, 2009 as 'catastrophic', and 'most likely to happen'.

In the event of fire, the evacuation of up to 50,000 people would be critical. As there
are only two proposed access roads (one in, and one out) of the event site from
Jones Road, it is envisaged that these access roads would be utilised to evacuate
VIP personnel, disabled and staff in an emergency. We trust that the Department
will pay particular attention to this scenario when assessing the DA, as it has the
potential to block our exit from Jones Road, critical to residents in an emergency
situation. When considering this situation, one would expect that residents and
their families, who have existing use, would be given priority access.

As we have not been consulted regarding any of these matters raised above, it is
not possible to understand the full implications and the impact the proposal will
have on our family and way of life. Consultation with residents is one of the
requirements outlined by the Director General of the Department of Planning. As
immediate neighbours we wish to assure you that this has not happened which
only demonstrates a lack of respect and consideration to adjoining neighbours.
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Traffic Access

Jones Road is a narrow, winding, single−lane gravel road. In places it is not
possible for two vehicles to pass each other and in parts, difficult to see cars
coming the other way. There have been numerous accidents on the road due to
lack of visibility around blind corners and inclines and in particular with drivers not
being familiar with the road. A safe speed limit along Jones Road should be no
more than 30kph.

One one occasion, a laden semitrailer missed a delivery entrance into the
northern part of the site located approximately 400 metres to the left along Jones
Road. The driver being unfamiliar with the road, drove down the entire length of
the road looking for a place to turn around. As there was nowhere to turn around,
the driver had to reverse the semitrailer. This was practically impossible to
negotiate, as the narrow road and sharp bends presented extremely difficult
conditions for the driver to negotiate in reverse gear. This took approximately 4
hours, during which time all access in and out of the road was halted.

My family is dependent on a clear access to and from our home as work
commitments involve varying shifts, seven days a week. It is not acceptable that
local residents returning home from school or work be caught up for hours in traffic
congestion. Family members are dependent on all three road networks i.e. Tweed
Valley Way, Brunswick Valley Way and the Pacific Highway.

Additionally, we have not been informed what our access will entail during the
construction of a tunnel if this Project is given approval. In fact we could not find
any Technical Paper outlining the design and construction details of the proposed
tunnel construction under Jones Road, yet several references were made to it in
the EA.

The Far North Coast Bush Fire Risk Management Plan

There is no reference in the EA to the Far North Coast Bush Fire Risk Management
Plan 2009. This is a serious omission particularly in view of the fact that this Plan
identifies the site as a High Fire Hazard zone. The Plan also describes the Jones
Road area as having an 'almost certain' likelihood of fire, with 'catastrophic'
consequences and the risk associated with a fire event is 'extreme'.

Fire

The threat of fire is always a reality to residents living along Jones Road. However,
a proper assessment cannot be undertaken as the section of the EA on fire is not
comprehensive and therefore does not clearly outline the dangers associated with
the site and the surrounding BNR.

The site has extensive peat soils which extend beyond the boundaries into
neighbouring properties and Nature Reserve land. In recent years peat fires have
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smouldered for months at a time, creating health problems for the residents and
nearby villages.

For the 2007 'trial' SIG festival event at Yelgun, overturned by NSW Land and
Environment Court in 2009, the NSW Police Force recommended two 1.8 metre
high fences, 3 metres apart and at ground level to enclose the site for security
reasons. (NSW Police 2007). The proposed bonfires and cigarettes from 50,000
patrons and staff, surrounded by 2 levels of security fencing, together create a
potential recipe for disaster.

The EA includes the Recommendations of the NSW Rural Fire Service, Oct. 2007
(pg. 256). This is extremely misleading, as these recommendations were for a
one−off 'trial' SIG festival event which was overturned in the NSW Land and
Environment Court. This application proposes Small, Minor, Moderate and Major
festivals in all seasons and for most of the calendar year.

In section 6.4.1 Acid Sulphate Soil (pg. 278) they refer to the potential Peat Fire
Hazard. However the potential peat fire hazard was not raised in the Bush Fire
Assessment.

It is important to note that the events and camping areas are located on lands
containing widespread peat soils. Examples of this occurring, especially in
drought conditions, are outlined in the fire history supplied later in our submission.
In the event of fire, the intention is to control it with a 10,000 litre tank on the back of
a truck. This is incomprehensible given the past fire history.

Many residents are reliant on electricity in order to operate garden hoses
especially in the event of fire i.e. for watering down their house, filling gutters,
saturating gardens etc. Residents electricity supply is above ground, if the supply
is cut, all fire fighting equipment will be solely dependent on fuel driven machinery.

The report does not identify the serious nature that fire presented to residents,
nearby villages, housing estates and the North Ocean Shores Primary School
where, in 2004, a Declaration of Emergency was issued by the Minister for
Emergency Services.

Residents have not been approached nor consulted with regarding emergency
evacuation relating to fire. This is grossly negligent and irresponsible.

Community Consultation

Soon after NBP purchased the property in late 2006, and at their request, my wife
and I met briefly with two of the property owners (Director of SIG & the planning
consultant). When we clearly outlined our lack of support for their development,
they left soon after. As there were no development proposals outlined at this stage
this could hardly be included as part of the community consultation process.



With the exception of the noise engineer, who was required to place a noise
monitor on our property, we have had no meaningful consultation from property
owners or their consultants to discuss any of the matters that have the potential to
impact on our health, safety, property and lifestyle.

To elaborate further, my wife, along with two other Yelgun residents accepted an
invitation to attend one of their onsite tours in May of this year. There was no 4−
wheel drive vehicle made available to drive them around the property and instead
were directed on a short walk over grazed pastureland. Furthermore, the owner
that accompanied the small group was openly antagonistic towards my wife and
when she asked specific questions relating to impacts from the development was
non−compliant. Given the fact that it is the Yelgun residents who will be the ones
who bear the brunt from the proposed development, their token attempt at
community consultation was extremely poor.

We also received a flyer that was distributed shire wide, outlining NBP's definition
i.e. numbers of patrons that would be associated with major, moderate, minor and
small events for their year around events.

It is important to note that any discussions or meetings held with community and
business groups, residents and neighbours prior to the current development
proposal going on public exhibition, cannot be considered as Community
Consultation. It is our understanding that any consultation process can only be
considered once the proponent has lodged their development proposal, including
all maps, plans, illustrations and consultancy reports for public exhibition. In this
case that was on 7th October, 2010. Without this information any previous talk on
the development is merely that, i.e. 'talk'.

All of the families located along Jones Road oppose the development. Some
individuals, however, are reticent to formally oppose the development for fear of
reprisal should the development proceed.

Over the past few years, Northern Rivers Tourism has repeatedly demonstrated its
support for a permanent festival site at Yelgun in the local media. This is not
surprising given that the Deputy Chairperson of the Board for Northern Rivers
Tourism is a well−known festival promoter in Sydney and is also one of the NBP
shareholders.

Amenity

The development site is located in a quiet, rural area. It lies immediately adjacent
to the Billinudgel Nature Reserve and numerous dwellings that surround the
property. The coastal villages of South Golden Beach, Fern Beach, New Brighton
and North Ocean Shores are located to the south and Wooyung to the north. The
rural villages of Crabbes Creek, Yelgun and Billinudgel lie to north−west and
south−west of the development.



The proposed permanent festival site will import up to 50,000 patrons at any one
given time, which will more than double the population of the Byron Shire. There is
widespread community objection to the development because of the impact on
amenity, traffic gridlock, extremely high volumes of amplified music noise, all night
partying, illegal camping and the permanent impact and disruption to peoples
lifestyles.

Local communities which comprise of young families, school children, small
business owners, workers, farmers and retirees have rallied against this
development. The local people have made it very clear to the promoters that they
oppose the festival at Yelgun because of the impact it will have on individual
families, to the social structure of the neighbourhood and to the environment. Like
us, the majority of locals have moved to the area in appreciation of the rural
landscape and to live a quieter lifestyle. We do not wish to live adjacent to a music
festival.

The lack of infrastructure and services available to the site is something else that
must be seriously looked at. Generally, the mobile phone and communications
reception for the Yelgun area is poor.

We have reforested and maintained our property to provide habitat for native
species such as wallaby; lace monitor; carpet pythons, including venomous
snakes; Tawny Frogmouth; Brahminy Kites; Spotless Crake and Pacific Baza.
Some of the threatened fauna species are Bush Hen; Wompoo Fruit Dove; Rose−
crowned fruit dove; Wallum Frog and Koala.

As mentioned previously in this submission, Jones Road is a narrow, winding
gravel road. Over the years we have witnessed numerous native fauna species
traverse the forests north and south of the road, including female Koala with cub.
Residents are aware of the area's sensitivity, driving slowly in and out of the road.

Noise

'The management of the potential impact of ecological noise is at present an
inexact science due to the limited number of studies that have been undertaken
pertinent to outdoor concerts.' (Ecological Noise Management Criteria, Noise
Report by Benbow Environmental (BE) 4.5)

Our family's work commitments involve varying shifts seven days a week. Noise
levels from construction, sound checks, through to the actual events will disturb
our sleep and daily routines. Mitigation for our property has not been discussed.
This is unacceptable.

The likely impact of noise generated from festival events on the native fauna
species both on and offsite is disturbing. The Billinudgel Nature Reserve
surrounds the site and provides habitat and long−term conservation for fauna
species. The festival development is contrary to the very concept of conservation.
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Fire History of Billinudgel Nature Reserve and adjacent properties.

1981 Fire ignited on Central Trail, BNR, and burned for one week. Residents
were evacuated, hundreds of hectares were burnt and native wildlife perished.

1986 Fire ignited on Optus Trail, BNR, and quickly escaped north towards
Wooyung and west along the Jones Road ridge. The fire was extinguished after
several days by the local bush fire brigade.

* The RFS almost lost one of their Strikers when it came close to disappearing in
the deep peat deposits. Residents warned of the danger and to keep children
away.

1992 Fire ignited on the Central Trail, BNR. Hundreds of hectares were burnt and
native wildlife perished.

1995 A lightening strike ignited a fire in the BNR, south of Jones Road
residences. Due to inaccessibility and strong southerly winds, NPWS advised
residents to evacuate.

1999100 Fire escapes into peat deposits north of Jones Road. The fire burnt
underground for months, emitting toxic smoke and causing much distress. Cases
of respiratory problems, headaches and asthma were reported.

2004 May Fire escapes into peat during clearing operations north of Jones Road.
Fire burnt underground for 3 months (RFS, 2004). Toxic smoke was reported
kilometres away, and cases of respiratory problems, headaches and asthma were
reported to the NSW Health Department (NRPH & DOCS, 2004). Due to health
issues, a number of residents had to find alternative accommodation.

2004 Aug The 'above' peat fire was ignited by strong westerly winds and engulfed
properties at the eastern end of Jones Road. Extensive damage was caused to
one home and cottage whilst the occupants, including children, escaped with their
lives. All three properties were damaged, fire fighting equipment was burnt, and
the lives of rural fire fighters were put at risk. Residents were evacuated. (refer
Byron Shire Echo Article 31 Aug. 2004)

* During clearing operations, a large excavator sank and disappeared into deep
peat deposits. Large earth moving equipment had to be brought in from QId. to
retrieve the excavator. Children were warned to stay away.

2004 Oct. Prolonged drought and unfavourable conditions sparked the peat fire
which jumped Jones Road and spread south to the BNR. Fifty fire units, five
helibombers and 120 fire−fighters, including crews from the mid−north coast,
battled the fire for three days. NSW Police requested nearby residents, a primary
school and a housing estate to evacuate. A Declaration of Emergency [Section 44]
was issued by the Minister of Emergency Services, the cost to the State was in
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e LOCAL NEWS

GRASS USERS: More than 100 people who attended Splendour in the Grass on August 2and 3faced Byron Bay Local Court yesterday, most
of them on drugs charges.

Bench sets the mark
Magistrate says drug cases at festival tarnish Splendour event
By PATRIZIA REIMER
patrizia.reimer@northernstarcom.au

MAGISTRATE Jeff Linden does
not think much of Splendour in
the Grass, and he made his
views clear yesterday question−
ing whether the event should he
allowed at all.

He made the comments in By−
ron Bay Local Court while deal−
ing with more than 100 charges,
mostly for drug possession,
made at the music festival this
month.

"I'm not going to ad nauseam
repeat what I have been saying
all day because I'm beginning to
get weary," he said.

"I just wonder about this fes−
tival, whether it should ever be
allowed given the amount of
drugs that it has brought in."

When the first case in more
than 100 was presented to Mr
Linden for sentence − Martin
Charles Rawlinson, 38, who was
caught with four ecstasy tablets
− he used it to decide how all si−
milar cases would be dealt with.

"We've got to set a benchmark
and I'm sure there is going to be
many of these, so what I do to
one I'm going to have to do to all
of these," he said of first−time of−
fenders.

He subsequently recorded no
conviction under a Section 10
bond with 12 months good beha−
viour for this and similar cases
that came before him.

As Mr Linden heard the nume−
rous drug offence matters he al−
so questioned the safety of illicit
drugs.

"It is unbelievable that anyone
would believe that what they are
given is what they are told," he
said.

When Brendan John Gattling,
21, of Brisbane, faced Mr Linden
on two counts of drug posses−
sion his solicitor said it was only
the second time the cafe manag−
er had ever planned to take ec−
stasy.

"What he believed to be ecsta−
sy," Mr Linden said.

"It could have been Disprin or
arsenic."



Patrizia Reimer
Residents at Jones Road, Yel−
gun, have finally got some re−
lief from the smothering
smoke caused by a peat fire
which has been burning for
about three weeks.

According to a number of
people hying in the vicinity of
the smoke and fire, which last
Saturday got out of control
and burnt about 60 hectares
of land, one of their neigh−
bours is responsible for start−
ing the fre despite warnings
rhat the underground highly
flammable peat could catch.

The residents claim that
their neighbour had been
clearing some trees on his
property along the border
with the Billinudgel Nature
Reserve and that he had made
a number of piles of logs.
Neighbours claim he started
setting these piles alight dur−
ing controlled burns with the
Rural Fire Service over a pe−
riod of about six weeks. When
he came to burning piles close
to some of his neighbours he
got in touch with them to
warn them that there could
be smoke.

'We moved here on June 11
and for about a week we were
badly affected by smoke com−
ing from his property,' said
neighbour Gary Opit. 'He
phoned me about th.ree weeks
ago to be neighkourly, to say
he was going to do some
burn−offs before the fire per−
mit season and to apologise
for the smoke. I phoned him
back shortly after and said
under no circumstances burn
any timber on level land any−
where near paperbark forests
because that's growing on
peat and if that peat catches
alight it can be difficult to
put out and create a smoke
hazard.

'He said he already knew
that and he already had a
small peat fore on his land
somewhere. He told me that
he knew of the dangers of set−
tingfire near paperbark forests
and that he had a couple of
water tankers to use to make
sure the fire didn't get out of
control and that he had the
Rural Fire Service helping.'

Despite this, strong winds
on Saturday August 14
fanned the controlled fires.
The result was 60 hectares of
devastation, damage to a few
homes and the risk to lives

Helen Artup's home in a cloud of smoke caused by the neighbouring peat fire.

with some residents having to 24. 'The Tweed Shire Council end of this week and the RFS

flee the fire have through our planning de−
The 94 hectare propertypartment looked to seeThe 94 hectare proper

ty whether there have been anywhich used to be know
n as breaches of Council's legisla−Howard's Tree Farm was

tion in respect of the activitiesbought recently by No Limit
that have occurred on that

Maurice Beattv. No Limit has
developed townhouses in the
North Brisbane area but Mr
Beatty claims there is no in−
tention to develop the
Yelgun property

'There are no plans to de−
velop it, it was purchased for
the trees to be used in the
landscaping side of No
Limit's business and that
property will be a cattle farm,'
said Mr Beatty. He also denies
being warned by neighbours
not to light the fire which al−
legedly started the peat fire,
saying instead that the fre was
already alight when he spoke
to neighbours.

'The actual peat fire started
from a grass fire which started
from a pile of smouldering
logs which were virtually ex−
tinguished in a safe area, but
high winds carried the fire, it's
regrettable,' he said.

'But the good news is we've
almost eliminated the fires,
we've been pumping water
since last Wednesday, reduc−
ing the Ere by at least half, we
need to pump the equivalent
of a swimming pool of water
every hour.'

The property is in the
Tweed Shire but all the neigh−
bours affected by the smoke
and fire are in the Byron
Shire. According to Tweed
Shire Council, the property
owner had not broken any
laws by cutting down trees be−
cause he did so before the
Council's Tree Preservation
Order came into effect on July

particular property and at this
stage the Council is not taking
any legal action against
the owner,' said the Council's
Manager of Environment
and Health Services, Geoff
Edwards.

Residents claim that not
only did the landowner clear
about 20m for the fenceline,
which even the Tweed Coun−
cil admits is more than the
usual 10m, but that he had
done some other clearing on
the eastAvest boundars< The
Council states that the extra
clearing on the fence line was
to create a fire buffer zone and
that none of the clearing was
considered excessive for nor−
mal farming practices.

The Department of Infra−
structure, Planning and Nat−
ural Resources (DIPNR) is
conducting an investigation
into the alleged landclearing
to see whether the property
owner is operating under the
exemptions of the Native
Vegetation Conservation
Act 1997.

'Ifhe's contravening the Act
we'll go out to talk to him and
we'll try and undertake some
remediation work,' said a
DIPN'R spokesperson.

The Rural Fire Service is
still looking into the cause of
the fire and released a new
statement about their investi−
gation saying, 'Conflicting ev−
idence has come up so an−
other officer's been brought in
to investigate.' Their enquiries
should produce results by the

is keeping quiet until that
time.

Byron Shire Council, in re−
sponding to residents' con−
cerns about the carbon
monoxide smoke, had an ex−
traordinary meeting of its
local emergency management
committee last week to see
what could be done to allevi−
ate their suffering. Attended
by emergency personnel,
Council and members of the
NSW Deparnnent of Health
the meeting was an attempt to
find the best solution. Because
of the difficulty of putting out
a peat fire, which would re−
quire total immersion, the
meeting concluded that it
would manage itself and that
residents should contact the
Public Health Department if
they were experiencing
breathing problems.

Resident Helen Artup had
to take her five−year−old son to
hospital because of inflamed
lungs and her doctor advised
her to seek emergency accom−
modation as a result. She, her
partner, two sons and two

dogs have been sleeping at his
work place for the last .week
and look forward to returning
to their home now the smoke
has subsided.

'You could smell it coming
in by 10pm, we could smell it
around the house through the
night, I'd wake up smelling
smoke and sometimes in the
mornings you could see the
smoke in the house,' she said.

'We've all suffered from
the typical effects of peat
smoke with itchy eyes, inabil−
ity to sleep, coughing, being
blocked up, inability to focus
and confusion. It's really
winding us up
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THE WETTER THE BETTER

Fire threatens Ocean Shores
Lesley Patterson
Thick smoke shrouded
Ocean Shores over the week−
end as firefighters fought to
control a bushfire burning
over 200 hectares. On Fri−
day strong winds, high tem−
peratures and a tinder dry
landscape provided the worst
bushfire conditions possible,
according to NSW Rural
Fire Service Superintendent
David Cook.

of homes over the weekend.
Ocean Shores Primary

School was affected by
smoke on Friday and stu−
dents were evacuated as a
precautionary measure.
Local police were warning
residents on Friday morning
to be ready in case evacua−
tion was required.

Superintendent Cook said
contamment strategies were
changed pn Friday night to

'Fi'¢e: heiibombersi were i counteract the predicted
brought in to slow theflames strong southerly winds with
and around 120 firefighters, backburning completed on
including crews from the the eastern and southern
mid north coast, battled the edge of the fire.
fire which broke out late on Rain came to the rescue
Wednesday. The blaze was on Sunday as over 140 mm
alight in an area between of rain fell overnight extin−
Ocean Shores and Yelgun, guishing all active fires. Fire
approximately five kilome− crews had started round the
tres west of the coast, and clock patrols on 4.30pm
came within two kilometres Wednesday afternoon work−

A helicopter draws water while, above right, a firefighter trains
water on the blaze. Both photos Jeff Dawson

EWillW

ing throughout the weekend
to prevent the spread of the
fire towards property.

'It's not all over yet| said a
tired but relieved David
Cook on Monday morning.
'The peat is still smoulder−
ing but the continued tairì
today should penetrate the.
peat and put it out
completely, putting an etid
to the smoke.'

Bushfires had been raging
nortir and south 6f Byron
Shire over the past week.
Three hundred hectares of
bushland at Cudgen and
around the same area at
Woodburn had occupied
firecrews during the difficult
weather conditions. While
the fire at Cudgen has been
put out, the fire service says
the concern now is to save
any wildlife left in the area.



Mr Tony Kelly

Minister for Planning

Level 34, Governor Macquarie Tower

1 Farrer Place

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dr Lutz Gaedt ~ ~−~

220 Kiely's Rd

Mooball NSW 2483 Wu
lutz@woovunqbeach.com.au

ph 0428 746 859

November 19, 2010.

RE: Regional Projects 09_0028 − Application for a Permanent Event Site − Yelgun/
Wooyung, NSW.

Dear Minister,
As a member of the Tweed − Byron Floodplain Management Committee and as an engineer I have
been asked to provide comment on the application for a permanent event site at Wooyung / Yelgun
in northern NSW

l have read the flooding assessment in the development application and find it seriously lacking in
detail and the model used insufficient for the site as it does not include flows from neighboring
Crabbes Creek, which is one of the three main creeks affecting floodwaters on the proposed site.

l object to the proposal for the following reasons:
1. The site is extremely flood liable and likely to be seriously impacted by climate

change.
The figures provided show flooding which would constrain the use of the site in even the 1 in
5yr ARI (Average Recurrence Interval) rainfall events. Please note that the June 2005
regional flood on the site was higher than the 1 in 100y ARI event and rainfall frequency and
severity are increasing with climate change.

Although this was not mentioned in the flooding assessment provided by the proponents it
needs to be considered by your office in assessing the flood liability of the site and the likely
seriously increased risks due to climate change.

2. The Flood Assessment and Evacuation plan provided are inconsistent with the
previous flood assessment and flood evacuation plan provided for this site (please
see copies attached).
The flood evacuation plan provided to Byron Shire Council in 2007 for a proposed trial event
of 17,500 patrons on the same site (see copy attached) contained the following information:

"Greg Alderson & Associates P/L has been engaged by Splendour In the Grass Pty Ltd to
prepare a Preliminaty Flood Assessment for the proposed Splendour In the Grass Festival, to be
held in August 2008. The proposed Festival is to be located at the North Byron Shire Parklands
(NBSP) site at Tweed Valley Way/Jones Road, North Ocean Shores/Wooyung."

"6. 4 Warning Times:
The proposed use of the land involves a car park, which would only be used for a relatively
small period of time each year.
The warning times for the local catchment is short, probably less than 1hour. Although the
2hour event is the critical event, the 1hour event has a similar peak discharge. The volume of
water of short storm events is a significant factor because a significant volume of water is
stored on the surface of the ground.
The Management of the Festival site will involve the warning mechanisms that allow
management time to effectively evacuate the parking area. See the Flood Evacuation Plan".



3. The proposed usage of the site is likely to be severely compromised by flood events
and compensation for this may be sought from NSW government.

An extract from the previously provided Flood Evacuation Plan for this site contained the
following statement showing the site would be rendered unusable for the proposed festivals
by a flood event:

Flood Evacuation Plan, produced by Mark Norris and Associates in 2008 for a trial event of
Splendour in the Grass (17,500 patrons) states on page 3:

"4. 1 Flooding Before the Event
In the scenario that both the carpark and event site are flooded three weeks before the start
of the event the Splendour Management will not be able to access the site to set up the
event, as the Event Assembly Period (Bump In) is within this period. In this scenario, the
site would not be used until flood waters clear. "

It is impossible to satisfy DGR 6.5 which calls for safety and egress in a flood event at
this site.
The flood warning times, coupled with the need to securely fence the entire area, especially
the high−conservation status flood−prone Jones Road corridor results in a proposal
inconsistent with the NS WFloodplain Development Manual 2005 and Floodplain Risk
Management Guidelines (DECC, 0ct.2007). These documents specifically state that in
determining Reasonable Flood Related Development Limits " there are certain areas where
development would reasonably be excluded, areas where hazard is too high and cannot
effectively be reduced to acceptable levels by management measures"

The Floodplain Development Manual − Management of Flood Liable Land (2005) states
that:

"An appropriate development density must take into account the ability to effectively
manage emergency response from the area " ( due to evacuation issues eg alcohol /
drug impaired judgement of patrons).

An added complication for the evacuation of this site of 50,000 patrons is that many of these
will be unable to drive due to intoxication and panic. At what point do we put human safety
over economic gain? The recent tragic experience in Germany at a festival site (19 dead,
400+ injured) highlights the need for caution and above all concern for safety of patrons.

Natural Disasters happen anywhere − some call it "bad luck", but to approve a permanent event site
for 50,000 people in a site this flood prone without adequate evacuation options, knowingly puts
people in danger and would simply be negligent planning.

It is my firm belief that the Flooding Assessment and Evacuation Plan presented by the proponents,
coupled with those provided previously by the proponents to Byron Shire Council for the same site
demonstrate that this site is inconsistent with the NS WFloodplain Development Manual 2005 and
Floodplain Risk Management Guidelines and should be rejected.

This is supported by the fact that both Byron and Tweed Shire Councils are not supporting this
proposal.

y~. t
Yours faithfully

~−~

Dr Lutz Gaedt

Member on the Tweed − Byron Floodplain Management Committee
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Preliminary Flood Assessment
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August 2008

Billinudgel Property Trust for
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North Byron Shire Parklands (NBSP) site
at Tweed Valley Way/Jones Road, North Ocean Shores/Wooyung
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Greg Alderson & Associates Pty Ltd− Acoustic Management Strategy,
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site
5% ARI event 3.93m AHD in the sugar cane land to the north boundary of the event

Ground levels range from 3.7 to 2.25m AHD across the 'carpark site' (see survey plan by Ken
Chelsworth attached). Ground levels in the flat portion of the event site range from 2.2m to
3.1m AHD.

6.3 Floodplain Management Plan:

The Byron Shire Council have an adopted Floodplain Management Plan for the Marshalls
Creek, dated November 1997, as addressed in Section 3.2 above.

The Management Practice or control nominated in the Management Plan is that there should be
no widespread filling of the floodplain. The Plan then goes on to say that "rural housing to be
constructed on flood mounds." Later in the same section flood mounds are allowable for flood
refuge. This seems to give a clear direction that local filling is permitted, while widespread
filing is not.

There is also likely to be nominal fill placed on the land to provide access driveways through
the land. This level of fill would be about 300mm deep and would not impede the flow of
floodwater. There may also be some regrading of the parking area to improve its functionality
for parking and also to allow it to be used as a playing field. A blanket "no fill" policy is not
applicable to this land by the Council adopted Management Plan.

From these flood levels the site flood prone in the 1% event to a level of 4.lrn AHD.
Floodwater depths vary over the site, depending on the ground levels. There is also a grade
across the site for the floodwaters, as indicated in the attached report.

6.4 Warning Times:

The proposed use of the land involves a car park, which would only be used for a relatively
small period of time each year.

The warning times for the local catchment is short, probably less than 1hour. Although the
2hour event is the critical event, the lhour event has a similar peak discharge. The volume of
water of short storm events is a significant factor because a significant volume of water is
stored on the surface of the ground.

The Management of the Festival site will involve the warning mechanisms that allow
management time to effectively evacuate the parking area. See the Flood Evacuation Plan.

6.5 Flood and Land Levels:
The land being the Yelgun Flat varies in ground level but appears to be around the 3.36 to
4.12m AHD at the western section, 2.25m AHD in the RTA corridor, 2.78m AHD in the central
section and 3.2m AHD in the eastern section.

Given that the flood levels vary from in the 1% no tail water ARI event, 4.02m AHD in the
western section to 3.72m AHD in the eastern section, the ground would be covered by
approximately 00 to 700mm.

These comments are based on a survey provided by Ken Chelsworth.

6.6 Land Use:

rd07064_flooding_5_final MM 130808 7 July 2007
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FLOOD EVACUATION PLAN

Splendour in the Grass 2008
North Byron Shire Parklands,

Tweed Valley Way and Jones Road,

North Ocean Shores/Wooyong
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1.0 Introduction

This flood evacuation plan has been prepared for Billinudgel Property Trust for Splendour in

the Grass Pty Ltd for a proposed trial event at North Byron Shire Parklands, North Ocean

Shores/Wooyung, to assist the Event Management and Security Services to ensure

protection of life and property, in the event of a flood, and is an annexure to the Emergency

Evacuation and Risk Management Plan.

The aim of the plan is to ensure that pre−planned management strategies provide for the

evacuation of the Event site, and assist in preventing any risk associated with flooding.

The objective of the plan is to:

• establish procedures and protocols for the co−ordination of the evacuation

of the site if affected by a flood.

The event site is within two flood plain catchments being:

1. the Patrons Day Parking within the Yelgun/Billinudgel Creeks Flood Plain to the

south;

2. the Event and Camping areas, including carparking areas, within the Wooyung

Flood Plain to the north of the site.

2.0 Proposal

The proposal is for a temporary place of assembly with associated camping and carparking

for the 3 day Splendour in the Grass music festival in August 2008.

The temporary festival use comprising the event site, the camping site and the carparking

site and will provide for 15,000 day patrons and 7,500 campers, as well as 2,000

paiticipants, as staff and security. Patrons will be restricted to these portions of the site.

The temporary use of the site does not involve any permanent structures.

Flood Evacuation Plan − Appendix E



The event is managed by experienced event managers. The whole event has

comprehensive management provisions including a range of emergency management

protocols and measures.

The Day Patron carpark, sited within the Yelgun/Billinudgel Creeks Flood Plain, is proposed

to be arranged to ensure evacuation of vehicles occurs in order of risk classification, based

on determined ground levels, which will prioritise the evacuation of lower ground levels such

as the eastern portion.

The location of the Day Patrons carpark area within the catchment provided by Yelgun Creek

and within the Marshall Creek Flood Plain, provides limited notification in the event of flood

water inundation.

The Camping and Event areas are located within the larger Wooyung Flood Plain. This

catchment allows for an extended notification time i.e. 24−48 hours, of flood water

inundation as back−up water from Wooyung.

3.0 Monitoring

Monitoring of rainfall and subsequent flooding is a primary element of the plan. Monitoring of

potential flood conditions is to be identified by a variety of information sources including:

• On site monitoring by methods

stations and observation

• Bureau of Meteorology Website

• Local Radio Stations

• SES

such as rainfall stations, stream height gauging

The local radio stations are very efficient at providing local weather warnings. The local SES

also provide warnings and updates on a regular basis.

Flood Evacuation Plan − Appendix E



The warnings include:

• Expected flood peaks,

• Road closures,

• Long term weather forecasts,

• Emergency advice.

The local State Emergency Services provides a comprehensive warning services utilising local

radio stations, based on actual and expected flood heights, rainfall patterns and tidal

conditions. This service also provides warnings and updates in respect to road closures, long

term weather forecasts and emergency advice. Ongoing consultation with the SES is to

occur in the event of likely flooding.

As the overall site is within two separate catchments, response to the flood circumstances of

each catchment is considered separately for each catchment.

4.0 Evacuation Procedures

As the proposed development is sited within two catchments, which are dependent upon

conditions leading up to the Event, various scenarios have been prepared for evacuation of

the sites in the event of flooding.

4.1 Flooding Before the Event

In the scenario that both the carpark and event site are flooded three weeks before the start

of the event the Splendour Management will not be able to access the site to set up the

event, as the Event Assembly Period (Bump In) is within this period. In this scenario, the

site would not be used until flood waters clear.

In the event that the site setup works have commenced and a decision is made that the site

is to flood then the evacuation arrangements would be as follows:

Flood Evacuation Plan − Appendix E



4.1.1 Car Parking Site

• Cease bump in works in the carpark area.

• Make secure any works that may have been undertaken to date.

Remove temporary fencing, from the east and move towards the west, that may

have been erected to control parking. This often takes the form of plastic bunting

and plastic signs which are erected on temporary, posts such as star pickets.

Store temporary signage and fencing on high ground, as nominated in the approved

evacuation plan to the north western corner of the car park area, approximately near

the main vehicular entrance to the site.

Make sure all drainage channels are clear.

• Flood lighting and portable generators should be moved to higher ground.

• Secure the site to ensure no entry of vehicles to the flood prone areas.

• Monitor the flood levels against a known point and record level and time.

4.L2 Event Site

• Secure any of the major temporary structures, such as main tents.

The basis for this determination of the need for structures to be removed would be

stability of the structures in flood waters. For example the large tents, if securely

founded on stable solid ground, would likely be stable in flooding on the event site

provided all the side walls are removed and floodwaters are allowed to move in and

out without restriction. The owners of these structures may wish to remove them

and this should be allowed if it can be done within the time frame of the flood

warning, assumed for this Plan to be 24 hours.

Flood Evacuation Plan − Appendix E
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The smaller tents used for artists, merchandise, food, bars etc are less likely to be

stable in a flood. These structures will need to be removed within 24 hours from the

time of the flood warning and evacuation call.

Portable toilets and amenities building may be situated on raised platforms. Some of

the portable toilets used in these type of events are actually constructed on semi

trailer. The trailer is parked in the appropriate location and the prime mover

disconnected and parked. Depending on the predicted flood levels the trailers could

be allowed to stay within the flood as they would be stable and are flood compatible.

Because this scenario is before the event has started the toilets are likely not being

used and would essential be empty of sewerage effluent.

• Truck stages are more stable in a flood and therefore could be left on the site during

a flood provide the flood did not exceed the deck level of the stage.

Commence evacuation from the east, camping area and move towards the west,

Event site,

Relocate the Office to higher ground, above the 5.0m AHD ground level.

• Store any material and equipment on higher ground as nominated in this plan.

• Flood lighting and portable generators should be moved to higher ground.

4.2 Flooding During the Event

There are two scenarios in this option, due to the two different catchments within the site.

4.2.1 Carpark Flooded and Event Site Clear of Flooding

This scenario is when monitoring has indicated that flooding of the carpark area is likely to

occur, and the management determine that evacuation of their car park site is required.

Flood Evacuation Plan − Appendix E



Splendour Management to announce over the public address system and via the

video screen link that the car parking area has to be evacuated, due to imminent

flooding.

• Security staff, traffic control staff, carpark staff to be advised of the need to

implement the Flood Evacuation Plan.

Transport patrons from the event site north of .Jones Road back to the parking area.

To facilitate this all shuttle buses and local buses at the disposal of the event

management will be directed into service.

Allow patrons to walk via the walking paths to their cars.

The access road through the underpass linking both sites will be converted to one

way south to allow the potential for pedestrians and buses to travel quickly south

from the event site to the carpark. The return trip for the shuttle buses will be the

Tweed Valley Way and Jones Road.

• Additional exit points will be provided as per the attached plan of the site.

Car parking marshals will direct evacuation of the carpark in accordance with the

evacuation procedures. Knowledge of evacuation procedures will form part of the

induction of all carpark marshals.

The evacuation method would be to divide the carparking area into sectors, which

can then be evacuated to the three different exit points. The three exits are the

main carpark entrance at the northwestern corner of the carpark area and the

original entrance approximately opposite Yelgun Road. The third exit would be north

near the old roadhouse site.

• The car park is to be evacuated from the east towards the west.

Flood Evacuation Plan − Appendix E
i
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,Joncourt

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Joncourt" <joncourt@nnsw.quik.com.au>
<brent.devine@planning.nsw.gov.au>
Thursday, 18 Novernber 2010 2:12 PM
Part 3A Major Project − Proposal 09_0028

The Director of Regional Projects (09_0028)
Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Dear Sir,

PART 3A MAJOR PROJECT − PROPOSAL 09_0028

l object to the proposal for a Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun in the Byron Shire, Far North Coast NSWfor
the following reasons:−

• about one year ago, a similar but smaller proposal was rejected by the Land & Environment Court;

• there will be a strong adverse effect on the wildlife : see the Review of the Effects of Human Intrusion
and Disturbance on Wildlife; Reference to a Proposed Permanent Cultural Events Site at Yelgun, NSW

by A. Benwell & D.Scotts, 2010. This Review identifies likely impacts on fauna species and
the Reserve System;

• The North Byron Parklands/Splendour Site ( the "Site") is part of a critical climate change corridor
( DECCW, 2010). This corridor links the Billinudgel Nature Reserve to the World Heritage Rainforests
of the Mount Warning caldera;

• The Site has over 50 threatened flora and fauna species, including Koala;
• The Site contains three Ecological Endangered Communities(EEC);
• The Site was zoned for environmental & agricultural protection ( Cleland Col, 1997);

• the NSW Government has already spent $14million to conserve the area's flora and fauna − why waste
that money?

• if approved, this development would be contrary to the following planning documents:

Australian Heritage Commission, Register of National Estate 1994
Cleland Commission of Inquiry, 1997
Far North Coast Regional Strategy, NSW Planning 2006
The Great Eastern Ranges (GER) Initiative DECCW 2007
Border Ranges Bioderersity Management Plan DECCW 2008
Northern Rivers Biodervisity Management Plan 2010
Draft North Coast Regional Conservation Plan 2010
Byron Shire Council's Flora and Fauna Study 1999
Byron Shire Bioderversity Conservation Strategy 2004
Byron Shire Council's Events Policy 2010

• The NSW Far North Coast Fire Risk Management Plan lists the area as 'catastropic' and widespread
highly inflammable peat soils exist on site − there is a history of prolonged peat fires burning on the site;

• Evacuation of patrons from the Site will not be possible in a flood event ( Tech.Paper WI)

• Splendour's Hydrologist for the trial event said there would be only 20 minutes warning before a flash
flood;

• if the proposal is approved it will change the coastal and rural amenity of the Byron Shire north of the
Brunswick River;

• if the proposal is approved, when festivals take place there willl be traffic gridlok on the Pacific
Highway's Yelgun Interchange extending for kilometres

Yours faithfully, t"~l .~−
.._______

~

Michele Joncourt
1 Tristania Place
Byron Bay NSW 2481
Tel : 6685 8449

18/11/2010
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Joncourt" <joncourt@nnsw.quik.com.au>
<brent.devine@planning.nsw.gov.au>
Thursday, 18 November 2010 4:56 PM
Part 3A Major Project − Proposal 09_0028

The Director of Regional Projects (09_0028)
Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Dear Sir,

PART 3A MAJOR PROJECT − PROPOSAL 09_0028

1 object to the proposal for a Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun in the Byron Shire, Far North Coast NSWfor the
following reasons:−

• about one year ago, a similar but smaller proposal was found to be unlawful and knocked back by the
Land & Environment Court;

• there will be a strong adverse effect on the wildlife : see the Review of the Effects of Human Intrusion and
Disturbance on Wildlife; Reference to a Proposed Permanent Cultural Events Site at Yelgun, IVSWby A.
Benwell & D.Scotts, 2010. This Review identifies likely impacts on fauna species and the Reserve
System;The ecological diversity &archaeological values of the land make any sort of event of the
proposed scale completely inapropriate.

• The North Byron Parklands/Splendour Site ( the "Site") is part of a critical climate change corridor
( DECCW, 2010). This corridor links the Billinudgel Nature Reserve to the World Heritage Rainforests of
the Mount Warning caldera;The proposed developement of the site is not compatible with the objectives
of a climate change corridor.

• The Site has over 50 recorded threatened flora and fauna species, including Koala;
• The Site contains three Ecological Endangered Communities(EEC);
• The Site was zoned for environmental & agricultural protection ( Cleland Col, 1997);
• the NSW Government has already spent $14million to conserve the area's flora and fauna
• If approved, this development would be contrary to the following planning documents:

Australian Heritage Commission, Register of National Estate 1994
Cleland Commission of Inquiry, 1997
Far North Coast Regional Strategy, NSW Planning 2006
The Great Eastern Ranges (GER) Initiative DECCW 2007
Border Ranges Bioderersity Management Plan DECCW 2008
Northern Rivers Biodervisity Management Plan 2010
Draft North Coast Regional Conservation Plan 2010
Byron Shire Council's Flora and Fauna Study 1999
Byron Shire Bioderversity Conservation Strategy 2004
Byron Shire Council's Events Policy 2010

Yours faithfully,
Henri Joncourt
1 Tristania Place
Byron Bay NSW 2481
Tel : 6685 8449

The NSW Far North Coast Fire Risk Management Plan lists the area as 'catastropic' and widespread
highly inflammable peat soils exist on site − there is a history of prolonged peat fires burning on the site;
Evacuation of patrons from the Site will not be possible in a flood event ( Tech.Paper WI)
Splendour's Hydrologist for the trial event said there would be only 20 minutes warning before a flash
flood. I have seen the entire proposed parking area under 1m of water after heavy rain.
if the proposal is approved it will change the coastal and rural amenity of the Byron Shire north of the
Brunswick River. The small town of Brunswick Heads is known for its "simple pleasures" − it isa
destination orientated to children & families − it is not compatible with the proposed development.
if the proposal is approved, when festivals take place there will possibly be traffic gridlok on the Pacific
Highway's Yelgun Interchange extending for kilometres.

18/11/2010



Mr Tony Kelly

Minister for Planning

Level 34, Governor Macquarie Tower

1 Farrer Place

SYDNEY NSW 2000

SM„e d

Kathy Cherry

Lot 2 Tweed Coast Rd

Wooyung NSW 2483

kathleencherry_ @aapt.net.au

ph 0266 771273

November 19, 2010.

RE: Permanent Event Site − Yelgun / Wooyung, NSW − Regional Projects 09_0028

Dear Minister,

l respectfully submit my opposition to this proposal on the grounds listed below:

1) The site is flood prone and it will be impossible to evacuate people safely

2) The traffic will seriously interfere with my daily activities of collecting my grandchildren from
school in Crabbes Creek and visiting my neighbours on Wooyung and Jones' Rd

3) The traffic will impact on the school bus which transports children from Wooyung to schools
in Crabbes Creek, Mullumbimby, Brunswick Heads, Murwillumbah and Ocean Shores.

4) The noise will likely impact on the peace and quiet enjoyment of my residence

5) The need for cheap accommodation close to the site is likely to result in a lot of illegal
camping along Wooyung Rd, Tweed Coast Rd and Jones' Rd

6) The development is likely to encourage a lot of antisocial behaviour as teenagers attempt to
find places to camp close to the site, as I live alone on my property I am concerned for my
safety and that of my other neighbours who live alone and cannot protect their property.

7) The development is likely to devalue my property which is within 2.5kms of the site.

Please reject this proposal as the over−development that it is and thereby protect the rights of
existing residents.

Yours faithfully

Kathy Cherry



Mr Tony Kelly
Minister for Planning

Level 34, Governor Macquarie Tower

1 Farrer Place

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Chris Cherry
Wooyung Beach Holiday Park
Wooyung NSW 2483
chris@woovunqbeach.com.au
ph 0266 771300

November 19, 2010.

RE: Regional Projects 09_0028 Permanent Event Site − Yelgun / Wooyung, Northern NSW.

Dear Minister,

I object to the proposal for a permanent Events site at Wooyung, NSW on the following grounds:

• The site is impossible to evacuate safely in flood conditions:

As a caravan and camping ground operator in Wooyung, 2.5kms from the proposed site, I
have a lot of experience with providing camping accommodation in the floodplain and also
having to evacuate patrons due to floodwater. In the last 4 years we have had to evacuate all
of our patrons 7 times due to significant floodwater rendering the park unusable for periods
of up to two weeks at a time.

In the last 4 years these floods have occurred in December, January, March, April, May and
October. Records for the last 10 years of the area show flooding has occurred in each month
of the year.

For our camping ground of 150 people, evacuation is a big job as people who have not
experienced a flood in our area cannot anticipate the extent of flooding that occurs.
Evacuation is often required during the night when people have been sleeping or are
inebriated. This evacuation process is difficult and takes hours.

Q

To extrapolate this pi−ocess to envisage this evacuation process for 50,000 sleepy / drunk
people who are disoriented in the middle of the night in an unfamiliar environment would be
unworkable and safety of patrons will be compromised with serious potential risk to patrons.

It is likely pressure for economic benefit will compromise judgement of safety risk to
patrons

For us, when a flood event occurs at a peak holiday period we lose hundreds of dollars,
sometimes thousands, for a money making machine as is proposed, it is unreasonable to
expect the site owners would cancel an event, which will cost them hundreds of thousands
to promote and host with international acts flying in especially to perform. It is therefore
highly likely that the pressure to produce economic gain may outweigh proper consideration
of risks involved and the safety of patrons may be compromised, resulting in loss of life as
has been painfully demonstrated in similar festivals in Germany this year.

The proposed sewerage system on the flood − liable land is unworkable.

Sewerage systems operate best when they have a constant load, an intermittent load with
large variation is unlikely to function properly and due to the frequent and unpredictable



innundation of the site, is likely to produce a high health and safety risk both on site and in
neighbouring lands.

• Economic benefits are insular and are unlikely to flow on to the community

A permanent Event site is likely to draw events and local festivals to its site to the detriment
of local businesses, where community inclusive festivals, often utilising local showgrounds
and street areas will move to the purpose built site resulting in increased profits for the event
site owners but removing the economic benefits to local businesses.

It is not possible to enforce the use of public transport and private transport usage has
been significantly underestimated by the Traffic Assessment.

The number of patrons using buses has been estimated using a survey from 2007 from a
much smaller festival than now planned and at a site much closer to Byron Bay than the
current site. In our experience, our camping ground has been full of Splendour in the Grass
patrons when the festival was held at Belongil Fields, 20kms away, as there was very little
on−site accommodation. When taking bookings we always asked our patrons if they would
be using bus transport to the site, more than 80% said they would and we organised
chartered buses accordingly but when it came to the event patrons (usually teenagers) would
decide to go in private transport to reduce costs. This is a simple fact of usage and the
reliance of the Traffic Assessment on what patrons say they will do is very different to the
reality. The truth is that due to the isolation of the site it is likely that many more patrons
would use private transport and so that the potential.traffic impact has been seriously
underestimated.

In conclusion I ask you to reject this proposal on the grounds that it is inappropriate in that it is
unable to lower the risk to safety of patrons to an acceptable level due to the extreme flood−prone
nature of the site combined with the size and frequency of events proposed.

I submit this in the understanding that my own business stands to potentially benefit greatly from
the proposed development of the site but that in my opinion the economic gain of a few should not
be prioritised over the safety of so many and as such it is simply the wrong site for such a proposal.

Yours sincerely

Chris Cherry
\

Wooyung Beach Holiday Park



studios byron bay

Rockinghorse Studios Pty Ltd
ACN 050 986 797

PO Box 21 Federal
NSW 2480
www.rockinghorse.com.au
ph 02 66 884 007 Ext 1
fax 02 66 884 450

email nlan@rocki nqhorse.comoau
15th November 2010

Re:− North Byron Parklands development
"Cultural Events Site, Yelgun 09_0028"

I have lived and worked in the Byron Shire for the past few decades and have
operate Rockinghorse Recording Studios.

We are used by a wide range of international, national and local musicians.

As a Shire resident and being involved in the entertainment industry
I have often been at odds with usage of live venues sites adjacent to down town
Byron Bay.

I have witnessed the search for a regional cultural events site. I support the
Parklands proposal and consider the proposed site, the right site for this venue,
which will become a ideal hub for a wide range of creative industry businesses to be
anchored off.

I consider the Parklands is well located between Byron Bay and the Gold Coast. Its
highway access means the local road system will have minimal impact compared to
the previous site blocking the main entrance to Byron Bay.

It is unlikely that another suitable site could be found in the shire as few options
remain for large sites with good highway access while having minimum residences
located close by.

The region needs a dedicated cultural events site for local residents to enjoy local,
national and international performers. Such cultural experiences enrich our lives
and our community without infringing on the already overloaded approaches to the
bay.

Rockinghorse Studios our staff, engineers and producers fully support this
development.

Yours sincerely

Alan De Vendra
Director



PO TTS VILLE COMMUNITY ASSOCIA TIONINC
PO BOX 56

POTTSVILLE BEACH 24

19* November, 2010

Mr Tony Kelly
Minister for Planning
GPO Box
Sydney, NSW 2001

Dear Sir,

Re: Proposed Permanent Event Site at Wooyung
Regional Project 09_0028.

At its meeting on 26th October, 2010 the Pottsville Community Association resolved to support the
Coalition for Festival Sanity (CFFS) in their opposition to the proposed permanent event site at
Wooyung, 8 kilometres south of Pottsville.

We are an active Community Association of 231 financial members and believe the event site
would have a negative impact on our community and amenity of the local area.

We therefore fully support the submission made by CFFS on this issue and add our own concerns to
theirs.

We oppose this proposal on the following additional grounds:

1) Acid sulphate soil runoff from this site created by the construction and vehicular traffic
proposed in normal usage of this site has the potential to contaminate our local creek and
fisheries industry as floodwater from much of this site exits to the ocean along Mooball
Creek at Pottsville.

2) The need for cheap accommodation near the site will greatly increase illegal camping
along the quiet stretch of coastal road between Pottsville and Wooyung, known as Tweed
Coast Rd. This coastal strip is already seriously under threat by trail bike riders and illegal
campers and this illegal activity will be greatly increased by this proposal.

3) The ability of many of our residents who work in the Byron Shire and access this via
Wooyung Rd and Tweed Valley Way will be seriously compromised in their ability to work
at Event times. As large events are proposed approximately every 6 weeks, this is a serious
consideration.

We hope you will give our concerns serious consideration and support our conununity by refusing
this proposal.

~Yo s faithfully

President
Pottsville Community Association



Mr Tony Kelly

Minister for Planning

Level 34, Governor Macquarie Tower

1 Farrer Place

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Wooyung Action Group

515 Wooyung Rd

Wooyung, NSW 2483
info@woovunqdefenders.com

ph 0404 956 627

November 19, 2010.

RE: 3A Major Project Application for a Permanent Event Site − Yelgun / Wooyung, Northern
NSW − Regional Projects 09_0028

Dear Minister,

We oppose the current application for a permanent event site at Wooyung / Yelgun on the
following grounds:

• It is not an appropriate use of the Part 3A legislation

The desire to bypass current 7(k) zonings legally protecting the site and widespread
community opposition to the proposal has necessitated the proposal of a much too intense
usage of an ecologically fragile site in order to qualify for the Minister's consideration under
Part 3A legislation. However if a reduced usage was suggested it would no longer qualify
for Regional Project status and would be reconfirmed to be illegal under the Byron Shire
LEP 2010.

NSW Government has spent approximately $15M of taxpayers money over the years
protecting the wildlife corridor and to allow this permanent event site in the middle of
the corridor would destroy the viability of the corridor and negate the work done so
far by successive governments to protect it.

Although this corridor has had some farming activity on it it remains the only intact link from
the coastal littoral rainforests to the world−heritage rainforests of the Caldera in the Border
Ranges in the NSW north Coast

In 2010 DECC indentified this wildlife corridor as part of a Critical Climate Change
Corridor

Noise impacts are likely to reduce viability of threatened species both on the site and
using the wildlife corridor it is contained within.

The consultants Ecological Assesment Report concedes that potential noise impacts are
difficult to predict or assess .As such it is necessary to rely on existing peer based research
of the effects of human impact. The existing research on this subject has been summarised
in the literature review titled "A Review of the Effects of Human Disturbance on Wildlife;
Reference to a Proposed Permanent Event Site at Yelgun, NSW" prepared by A. Benwell
and D. Scotts on behalf of the Conservation of North Ocean Shores Inc.

These studies show that contrary to common assumption, it has been found that
intermittent but high intensity disturbance is identified as one of the most disturbing human
activities on wildlife as the unpredictable and high−stress nature of it does not allow an
adaptive response.

Buffer zones as mitigation measures for the effects of human disturbance have been
identified as unlikely to work at this site due to the topography of the site.



This effectively means that despite the best of intentions it is not possible to placea
permanent event site at this location without seriously degrading the viability of the more
than 50 threatened species known to use this site and the adjacent Billinudgel Nature
Reserve.

Proposal is inconsistent with the Byron Shire Events Policy

The events policy supports only 2 major events per year and was expressly introduced to
support the homegrown BluesFest and Splendour in the Grass festivals while protecting the
rights of the existing communities within the Shire. It seeks to support community inclusive
festivals of which the Shire has many.

Proposal is opposed by Byron Shire Council with serious concerns over safety of
patrons

Proposal is not supported by Tweed Shire Council

With the opposition to this proposal by both Byron and Tweed Shire Council's it is
undemocratic for the NSW government to consider forcing a development of this size on a
community when there is no demonstrated necessity or public interest in the proposal.

Proposal is inconsistent with the Far North Coast Regional Planning Strategy which
encourages enomomic development away from the Coastal Zone

Placing a festival site such as this away from the Coast in an area that is serviced by the
trainline would encourage event−tourism outside the coastal strip and as such Casino or
Kyolgle Shires would seem to provide a more logical alternative.

Event site will succeed outside Byron Shire and does not need to remain in Byron to
be financially viable

The successful Splendour in the Grass event held at Woodford this year with 32,000
patrons proves this festival already has its name and does not rely on the Byron branding to
hold its patronage, therefore it will not be disadvantaged by moving and is the ideal vehicle
to draw event tourism into tourism poor areas.

With 2 existing permanent Event sites in Byron Shire there is no economic necessity
for a third.

The Blues Fest site at Tyagarah, just outside Byron Bay has capacity for 22,000 patrons, is
not located in a wildlife corridor, has a perimeter that is easily secured and has recently
gained approval for a further 11 years in the Shire with the possibility to increase patron
numbers and events based on performance and adherance to approval conditions.

The Council owned Events site at Ewingsdale just outside Byron Bay is also a prupose built
facility for events up to 7,000 patrons.

Flooding Assessment shows site will be rendered unusable if a flood event occurs in
the three week period prior to a major event

Site is extremely flood liable with flooding study showing a flood warning time of
less than one hour for the carpark area.
The previous flooding study submitted by the same proponents for this site and a trial event
in 2008 contained the above information. This has been removed from the current flooding
study and would seem to indicate the desire to reduce the Departments view of the threat
to patron safety which this site contains.



8 events of 10,000 − 50,000 patrons per year equates to one every 6 % weeks and
cumulatively produces too much impact on the amenity of existing neighbours and
communities

Fences necessary to stop public entering the event sites will provide a barrier
limiting larger fauna species from using the wildlife corridor

With large events proposed every 61/2 weeks and unlimited smaller events fencing will be
required continuously on the site and fencing which can deter determined human
gatecrashers will necessarily impact on use of the wildlife corridor by fauna species.

2009 Land and Environment Court decision has already established that the Spine
Rd is prohibited in the 7(k) zoning and should not be supported.

The claim made in the Ecological Assessment that "for most of the time the property will
operate as a farm" is clearly not supported by the scale of the proposal.

Traffic Impact not possible to contain away from state significant Pacific Highway

There is no capacity on the proposed site to provide non flood−liable land which could
provide the necessary on−site buffer to contain traffic and avoid backing up traffic on Tweed
Valley Way and onto the Pacific Highway. All land suggested for this purpose is zoned flood
liable land.

Bushfire danger is listed as "Very High" in the NSW Bushfire Management Manual on
this site.

The potential for loss of human life not only by the risk of bushfire but also due to the
likelihood of panic ensuing after the smell and sight of smoke in a crowd of 50,000 is very
high. In the Event and camping areas there are large areas of low−lying flat land which
make it very difficult to pinpoint the source of the fire from the ground and would necessarily
lead to panic by patrons. Considering this in combination with the highly flammable peat
soils and the proposed bonfires in the event areas, the risk is too high and not possible to
effectively mitigate with crowd control measures.

Acid Sulphate Soils Assessment indicates high probability of contamination of
surrounding wetlands by proposed site activity.

Page 1672 direct quote from the proponents application:

"The excavations proposed as part of the NBS Parklands development would result in the
intersection and excavation of large quantities of potential ASM (acid sulphate material),
such works would require intensive acid sulphate soil management actions in order to
prevent the generation of chronically acid groundwaters and acidification by−products."

−also as above for actual Acid Sulphate Soils

Given that this site is so often innundated it would seem a very high risk of contamination of
the surrounding wetlands is also present. It would be difficult to implement management of
excavation due to frequency of on−site flooding and erratic flood behaviour eg. Flooded 2x
in October this year, which is typically the driest month of the year.

A Trial Event has been identified as an inappropriate recommendation for this
proposal

It would allow for less stringent controls potentially increasing the negative impacts of the
event on the wildlife corridor and would only give one−off results without providing an
accurate assessment for the cumulative effects of 10 events. Byron Shire Council
recognised this and have deliberately not supported a trial for this site.



For these myriad of reasons please listen to the communities who live in the Shire, recognise the
rights of existing communities and reject this application which proposes too high a risk to the
community for the potential economic gain of a few.

The bottomline both for the environment and the community is that this is not the right site. There
are already 2 existing permanent events sites within the Byron Shire and there is simply not the
necessity to justify a third.

Yours sincerely

Chris Cherry

Spokesperson

Wooyung Action Group

2009 Draft Far North Coast Regional Conservation Plan, DECC 2009 Jones' Rd Corridor

The Billinudgel Range is identified as a rare east−west escarpment, that 'will be critical in
terms of Climate Change and linkages with the Great Eastern Ranges'
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S.ld _ N ,vO
Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028:) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

l strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
° the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activityfor this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactlv!

Name: ~c~−.hO e.~ d−'4o.−uL~, ~"
Address: 4− ( f−~cuarto,o Ga−c.a,r

Date: ~ /" ("~



November 2, 2©~ 0

:TPO Box,: 3~
Sydner NSW 2 00



PETITION
From:
The residents and citizens of Ocean Shores, NSW 2483.

To:
Department of Planning, NSW Government

Objection:
Against the development of the CULTURAL EVENTS SITE− Tweed Valley Way and Jones Road, Yelgun

For Reasons:

• Although the applicants claim they will be using the site for only 20 days per year, they also admit that it will take
days, often weeks, of preparation for events and time to clean−up afterwards. The pre− and post−event days will
involve large numbers of people, equipment, and vehicles on the site. They will have to test sound and lighting
equipment, erect structures, bring in supplies, etc. So the claim of "just a few days a year" is misleading.

• The scale of the festivals is far beyond what is reasonable for land that is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel
Nature Reserve, a prime biodiversity asset on which the state has spent millions to protect for many years.
Although the applicants mention daily attendance of 35,000 in their promotional material, their proposal clearly
states that they are aiming for 50,000 people per day for major events, and those will be held at least four timesa
year for 3−4 days at a stretch. We have to keep in mind that if they get permission to proceed, they could always
ask to increase the numbers of major events and the daily attendance still further.

• There is no way the promoters will be able to prevent attendees from tramping through the Reserve to get to the
beach, leaving behind bottles, cigarette butts, trash, etc. Those of us who live near the Reserve see this kind of
behaviour regularly in the Reserve, along with motorbikes, dogs, and kids playing with matches. We will inevitably

see more of the same if 50,000 people are right next door to the Reserve for days. Byron Shire Council rangers and
NPW5 rangers are woefully understaffed and will NOT be able to patrol the sensitive areas properly.

• Camping on site will be available for only some of the festival goers. Some may pay for accommodation elsewhere,
but many will look for cheap alternatives such as camping in their cars and vans near the site. That means the
people of Yelgun, Crabbes Creek, North Ocean Shores, Billinudgel, Brunswick Heads, etc. will have to deal with
illegal camping on their streets, intrusion on their properties, etc.

• The applicants' stated plans for managing traffic snarls, fire risks, flooding, and acid sulphate soils are all grossly
inadequate. The people who live near the site will be at serious risk for these reasons, too.

• The proposal goes against Byron Shire Council's Events Policy. That policy calls for no more than two major music

events in the shire per year. The Splendour promoters want four extremely large events, others that would be of
the size Splendour used to be, and unlimited "minor" events. It is not clear what those "minor" events might be,
but they are likely to include "doof" parties and other noisy events that will also disturb the wildlife and the human
neighbours. The proposal also goes against Byron Council's Tourism Management Plan (2009) that calls for
overcoming Byron Shire's "party town" image.

• In 2009, the applicants were stopped from proceeding with a trial festival at Yelgun by a ruling from the Land&
Environment Court concerning the roads they planned to build on the part of their land zoned as 7(k) habitat.
Their current proposal ignores that court ruling and calls for roads in the same place. In fact, this part of the
proposal is in direct contravention to a specific warning the Court gave concerning any future proposal the group
might lodge.

• The value of residential property will diminish; prospective buyers will not buy property near high level noise

zones, and where there are chances of vandalism, burglaries and other hooligan behaviour of some young event
attendees.





The applicants have engaged in minimal community consultation with the people in the shire and have made no
effort to respond to their very genuine concerns. In fact, it was when they discovered how much opposition there

was to their ideas for a permanent festival site that they applied to the state as a Major Project under Part 3A
guidelines of the Planning Act. This Part 3A business has been called into serious question because it takes the
decision making completely out of the hands of the local Council and community and puts it solely in the hands of
the Planning Minister. This decision should be made by our local Council, not the State Ministerfor Planning.

We request that this development DOES NOT proceed

NAME
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PETITION
From:
The residents and citizens of Ocean Shores, NSW 2483.

To:
Department of Planning, NSW Government

Objection:
Against the development of the CULTURAL EVENTS SITE− Tweed Valley Way and Jones Road, Yelgun

For Reasons:

• Although the applicants claim they will be using the site for only 20 days per year, they also admit that it will take
days, often weeks, of preparation for events and time to clean−up afterwards. The pre− and post−event days will
involve large numbers of people, equipment, and vehicles on the site. They will have to test sound and lighting

equipment, erect structures, bring in supplies, etc. So the claim of "just a few days a year" is misleading.

• The scale of the festivals is far beyond what is reasonable for land that is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel

Nature Reserve, a prime biodiversity asset on which the state has spent millions to protect for many years.
Although the applicants mention daily attendance of 35,000 in their promotional material, their proposal clearly

states that they are aiming for 50,000 people per day for major events, and those will be held at least four timesa
year for 3−4 days at a stretch. We have to keep in mind that if they get permission to proceed, they could always
ask to increase the numbers of major events and the daily attendance still further.

• There is no way the promoters will be able to prevent attendees from tramping through the Reserve to get to the
beach, leaving behind bottles, cigarette butts, trash, etc. Those of us who live near the Reserve see this kind of
behaviour regularly in the Reserve, along with motorbikes, dogs, and kids playing with matches. We will inevitably

see more of the same if 50,000 people are right next door to the Reserve for days. Byron Shire Council rangers and
NPWS rangers are woefully understaffed and will NOT be able to patrol the sensitive areas properly.

• Camping on site will be available for only some of the festival goers. Some may pay for accommodation elsewhere,
but many will look for cheap alternatives such as camping in their cars and vans near the site. That means the
people of Yelgun, CrabbesCreek, North Ocean Shores, Billinudgel, Brunswick Heads, etc. will have to deal with
illegal camping on their streets, intrusion on their properties, etc.

• The applicants' stated plans for managing traffic snarls, fire risks, flooding, and acid sulphate soils are all grossly

inadequate. The people who live near the site will be at serious risk for these reasons, too.

• The proposal goes against Byron Shire Council's Events Policy. That policy calls for no more than two major music

events in the shire per year. The Splendour promoters want four extremely large events, others that would be of
the size Splendour used to be, and unlimited "minor" events. It is not clear what those "minor" events might be,
but they are likely to include "doof" parties and other noisy events that will also disturb the wildlife and the human
neighbours. The proposal also goes against Byron Council's Tourism Management Plan (2009) that calls for

overcoming Byron Shire's "party town" image.

• In 2009, the applicants were stopped from proceeding with a trial festival at Yelgun by a ruling from the Land&
Environment Court concerning the roads they planned to build on the part of their land zoned as 7(k) habitat.
Their current proposal ignores that court ruling and calls for roads in the same place. In fact, this part of the
proposal is in direct contravention to a specific warning the Court gave concerning any future proposal the group
might lodge.

• The value of residential property will diminish; prospective buyers will not buy property near high level noise

zones, and where there are chances of vandalism, burglaries and other hooligan behaviour of some young event
attendees.



The applicants have engaged in minimal community consultation with the people in the shire and have made no
effort to respond to their very genuine concerns. In fact, it was when they discovered how much opposition there

was to their ideas for a permanent festival site that they applied to the state as a Major Project under Part 3A
guidelines of the Planning Act. This Part 3A business has been called into serious question because it takes the
decision making completely out of the hands of the local Council and community and puts it solely in the hands of
the Planning Minister. This decision should be made by our local Council, not the State Minister for Planning.

We request that this development DOES NOT proceed

NAME

C 4&*,vm

Address

12.& Gc,~Ae,,o 7.'−z.−.

Signature



The Director of, Projects (09_002'8),~
− ...

GPO Box 39, Sydney,
NSW, 2001.

l wish to lodge an objection to the proposed Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun
(Cultural Events Site, Yelgun 09_0028) for the following reasons outlined below:

1. Decline in Biodiversity,Habitat, Ecosystem Functions and Processes
The development and ongoing usage of a permanent festival site will
unequivocally result in a fundamental decline or toss of fauna and flora species
and habitats of northern NSW. A festival site would severely negatively impact
upon local, regional and landscape−scale ecosystem processes and functions; The
festival site footprint and adjacent habitat has been repeatedly identified as
possessing high priority habitat significance by detailed research and
assessments undertaken by the NSW Government. The area has been identified
as a providing a key linkage between coastal habitats through to the world
heritage Border Ranges Biodiversity Hotspot region. The festival footprint is
located on rare wildlife coastal and moist forest climate change corridors
identified by the DECCW and the Great Eastern Ranges Initiative (G.E;R).

2, lmpact on Community and Individual Wellbeing
A permanent festival site will negatively impact upon the social wellbeing of local
and broader communities of the Byron and Tweed shires. Ongoing large and
mega−festivals of up to 50,000 attendees per day, and additional unlimited
events, cannot be sustained by a Shire of whose entire population is only 32,000
people.

The Byron Shire already has one large permanent festival site allocated for the
armual 'Bluesfest' event located only some 10kmsfrom the proposed Yelgun
Site; it cannot tolerate and sustain another permanent festival site. No other
Shire or LGA in all of Australia has two permanent large−scale festival sites of this
magnitude, A second permanent festival site will dramatically alter the current
social amenity are demographics of the Byron Shire and negatively promote the
region as a shire.

3. Health and Safety Impacts
The Byron Shire has two small hospitals (MuHumbimby and Byron Bay) that serve
its local entire population of 32,000. Hospital resources and staff would be
unable to cope with events on the scale proposed by the proponents, particularly
with regards to higher than usual admittance rates resulting from alcohol and
drug usage (overdoses), violence, heat exhaustion and other accidents during
festivals of 50,000 people. Given even a small disruption or emergency, police
and emergency workers (SES, Ambulance, RFS;RTA) would be unable to cope
with the ensuing events.



4. Events Policy
Byron Shire: council has fully supported and adopted an Events Policy which.aims−.... ,~=_
to promote festivals that are congruent with maintaining the character and
amenity of the Shire. The proposed festival site and its proposed activities are in
complete disagreement with this policy and do not respect the Council's
position.

5. Noise disturbances
The proponent has failed to submit adequate noise modelling results. The
standards used in the scenario modelling are not based on NSW standards. The
noise limits presented are not satisfactory and will, as the consultant has
concluded, will permanently alter the lifestyle of local residents.

6. Traffic disturbances
The proponents traffic modelling is based on old scenarios based arounda
different road network and highly different patron numbers. The modelling does
not adequately test the traffic impacts based on Tweed Valley Way road network
and the suburbs it passes through. The modelling is also based on a guess of car−
pooling rates. These claims are not supported by empirical data. The site has very
limited access points. Large scale events as those proposed of 50,000 patrons
would unequivocally cause major disruption to the daily movement of local
residents, and particularly those situations where emergency services are
required to attend emergencies cut−off by queuing traffic.

7. Flooding Impacts
Areas on the festival site grounds, predominantly the car park and the camping
zones, are located on a floodplain which experiences frequent flooding. Byron
Shire has mapping and documentation which outlines the effect of flooding in
the proposed areas. The application fails to adequately acknowledge or address
the issues of flooding on the festival grounds.



To the Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney 2001

14 Konda Court
North Ocean Shores
NSW 2483
1 11 2010

With regards to the Development Application submitted by North Byron
Parklands, Application Number 09−0028 as a proposed cultural events
site at Tweed Valley Way and Jones Road, Yelgun.

My name is Juliet Hart and I am a resident of North Ocean Shores
and I am adamantly opposed to the above mentioned proposed
development!

We live in a beautiful position in North Ocean Shores, we have a great
view in a tranquil setting and unlike the proponents of this development
we have considerate neighbours!... The organisers of Splendour
obviously couldn't give a stuff about their neighbours. only being
concerned about how much money they will rake in at the expense of the
residents in our community. These people don't consider that not
everyone wants to listen to pounding music going on until 2am over their
proposed festival periods of eighty days and nights of the year. (As was
recently stated in two local, Byron Shire news papers by Matt Morris, the
spokesman for North Byron Parklands.)

We live between two and three kilometres from this industrial music
festival site and know we will hear this mayhem loud and clear from our
home. (Our friends live at least twice this distance from Splendour's
previous site at Belongil Feilds and were plagued by the excessive noise
generated by their previously, "one off" event per annum and hated it
when these festivals were in progress.. as did multitudes of other
residents in the southern part of our shire!

SO NOW IT IS BEING PUSHED ON TO US WHO ARE NOT THE
MINORITY !. If this is the impression you are under through North
Byron Parklands cleverly orchestrated, fraudulent campaign, you aught to
do some research into the majority of everyday resident's lives whose
homes are located in this northern part of our shire and will be directly
affected by these offensive festivals and their detrimental consequences!

You aught not be listening to the propaganda from these organisers
and those they have stirred up to write submissions on their behalf from
the southern part of the Byron Shire and their patrons to these events
whom they have contacted from outside of our district, whose every day
lives will not be jeopardised.



2

These multiple events will affect our community within close proximity
to this site socially and environmentally. These events will be damaging
to the health, safety and the well being of hundreds of families, to
domestic animals and inconceivable numbers of native wildlife that will
be directly affected at this wild life coridoor!

This shire does not have adequate infrastructure in place, i.e. police
officers, council and hospital staff and medical facilities, etc, to sustain
these events.. This proposal will also have a detrimental affect on
property values. .road safety and traffic congestion are also a major
concern. and the list goes on!

I have personally suffered with debilitating migraine headaches for the
last five years; we have put much thought, effort and finances into finding
somewhere that is peaceful, away from highway and commercial noise in
which to live.

I believe it is a huge injustice that we will be literally driven out of
our home, that is presently our haven... be made to give up our
employment and forced to relocate out of this district due to a handful of
greedy business people and those who don't care about anyone other than
themselves, all in the name of so called arts!

I appeal to you to leave this decision in the hands of our local Byron
Shire Council whom we have voted in to office to represent our families,
and who unanimously oppose this proposal submitted by North Byron
Parklands.

Most Sincerely Yours,

Juliet Hart; resident and rate payer, North Ocean Shores.



Jennifer Lazenby
2 Woggoon Terrace
Ocean Shores 2483

Ph 02 66804321
18/11/2010

Submission Regarding:
Cultural Events Site, Tweed Valley Way and Jones Road, Yelgun ( 09_0028 ).

To Whom It May Concem,
NSW Dept. Of Planning

Dear Sir/Madam,

I wish to lodge an objection against this project because of the following issues.

It will totally effect traffic flow to and from the Pacific Highway and on Tweed Valley
Way. The Main interchange with the Pacific Highway for North Ocean Shores, Yelgun,
South Golden Beach, Ocean Shores and Brunswick Heads and surrounding areas will be
majorly effected by this event.

There is already enough alcohol/drug fuelled issues in the area without adding up to
50,000 young people, on up to 12 days ayear. Also where are the extra police coming
from to police the area. There isn't enough at the best of times without number of people
added.

What about flooding, and the risk with up to 50,000 people camping on flood prone land,
and also the risk of electrocution from flooded electrical circuits. In Bellingen in October
2010 The Global Carnival was closed by the SES due to risks of this nature.

The event size should be limited to that of Byron Shire Council Events Policy and to
similar size to The Blues Festival.

It should share the same site as the Byron Bay Blues Festival.

Having up to 50,000 people trampling around on and camping on this site will threaten
the wildlife corridor

The size of the proposed festivals and the close proximity to residential areas would
potentially create many other issues. The increased traffic over the duration of these
event, People driving to the beach, shops, pubs, etc.
Camping in residential streets.
Huge noise issues for the entire area.
Camping in the truck/rest stop at Yelgun. Where would truck drivers be able to stop and
rest when the whole rest stop is packed out with festival campers.



This festival site and it's proposed uses, will immensely decrease the quality of life of
residents, their safety and welfare, in this area.

Yours Sincerely,
Jenny Lazenby
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The Director of Pr_ojects (09_0028),
GPO Box 39, Sydney,
NSW, 2001.

l wish to lodge an objection to the proposed Perrnanent Festival Site at Yelgun
(Cultural Events Site, Yelgun 09_0028) for the following reasons outlined below:

1. Decline in Biodiversity, Habitat, Ecosystem Functions and Processes
The development and ongoing usage of a permanent festival site will
unequivocally result in a fundamental decline or loss of fauna and flora species
and habitats of northern NSW. A festival site would severely negatively impact
upon local, regional and landscape−scale ecosystem processes and functions. The
festival site footprint and adjacent habitat has been repeatedly identified as
possessing high priority habitat significance by detailed research and
assessments undertaken by the NSW Government. The area has been identified
as a providing a key linkage between coastal habitats through to the world
heritage Border Ranges Biodiversity Hotspot region. The festival footprint is
located on rare wildlife coastal and moist forest climate change corridors
identified by the DECCW and the Great Eastern Ranges Initiative (G.E.R).

2. Impact on Community and Individual Wellbeing
A permanent festival site will negatively impact upon the social wellbeing of local
and broader communities of the Byron and Tweed shires. Ongoing large and
mega−festivals of up to 50,000 attendees per day, and additional unlimited
events, cannot be sustained by a Shire of whose entire population is only 32,000
people.

The Byron Shire already has one large permanent festival site allocated for the
annual 'Bluesfest' event located only some 10kms from the proposed Yelgun
Site; it cannot tolerate and sustain another permanent festival site. No other
Shire or LGA in all of Australia has two permanent large−scale festival sites of this
magnitude. A second permanent festival site will dramatically alter the current
social amenity and demographics of the Byron Shire and negatively promote the
region as a shire.

3. Health and Safety Impacts
The Byron Shire has two small hospitals (Mullumbimby and Byron Bay) that serve
its local entire population of 32,000. Hospital resources and staff would be
unable to cope with events on the scale proposed by the proponents, particularly
with regards to higher than usual admittance rates resulting from alcohol and
drug usage (overdoses), violence, heat exhaustion and other accidents during
festivals of 50,000 people. Given even a small disruption or emergency, police
and emergency workers (SES, Ambulance, RFS, RTA) would be unable to cope
with the ensuing events.



4. Events Policy
Byrorishirecouncil has fully supported and adopted an Events Policy which.aims

........
to promote festivals that are congruent with maintaining the character and
amenity of the Shire, The proposed festival site and its proposed activities are in
complete disagreement with this policy and do not respect the Council's
position.

5.. Noise disturbances
The proponent has failed to submit adequate noise modelling results. The
standards used in the scenario modelling are not based on NSW standards. The
noise limits presented are not satisfactory and will, as the consultant has
concluded, will permanently alter the lifestyle of local residents.

6. Traffic disturbances
The proponents traffic modelling is based on old scenarios based around a
different road network and highly different patron numbers. The modelling does

not adequately test the traffic impacts based on Tweed Valley Way road network
and the suburbs it passes through. The modelling is also based on a guess of car−
pooling rates. These claims are not supported by empirical data. The site has very
limited access points. Large scale events as those proposed of 50,000 patrons
would unequivocally cause major disruption to the daily movement of local
residents, and particularly those situations where emergency services are
required to attend emergencies cut−off by queuing traffic.

7. Flooding Impacts
Areas on the festival site grounds, predominantly the car park and the camping

zones, are located on a floodplain which experiences frequent flooding. Byron
Shire has mapping and documentation which outlines the effect of flooding in
the proposed areas. The application fails to adequately acknowledge or address
the issues of flooding on the festival grounds.

Condusion
In conclusion I would like to add:
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Christine Willmot
1 Cain Court~ o(

0aciß G t\kHÉl0et

Sunrise Beach
Byron Bay 2481
19 November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39 Sydney 2001

RE: SPLEANDOUR IN THE GRASS APPLICATION FOR A PERMANENT FESTIVAL SITE
IN NORTH BYRON SHIRE

l am a a concerned resident of Byron Bay and a member of the 'Core Values Group' which
began in Byron a few years ago after the Social Forum event which was held in Byron.
This had called together all residents who were concerned about negative effects of
tourism on the unique culture of Byron that had grown up over the years and which was
the main reason for its popularity as a holiday destination.
Thus, my interest in the Splendour issue is the problem of balancing tourism and outside
events with the needs and values of both the permanent resident population and the
natural environment of the area. I am concerned about the impact of the proposal on the
residents of Byron shire and the animals and birds in the wildlife reserve and corridor. I
walked over the site and here are some of my thoughts:

• the impact of plans to increase the numbers and size of the events in the proposed
site will not be known until the event has been running and it will be too late to do
anything about it. I travelled up Jones Rd to where several houses are located and
can imagine that patrons will also venture up there, disturbing people, going into the
bush, finding their way down to the beach, camping etc. I live in Sunrise Beach in
Byron and we all suffered from the intrusions by patrons of Splendour when it was a
relatively small festival in Belongil Fields − young people sleeping in their cars right
outside our houses, drinking and being noisy late at night, leaving lots of rubbish
and empty bottles around, so I expect similar things will happen around the
proposed site.

• on the issue of impact on those residents in Jones Rd, one resident told me that
they had not been approached by anyone from the organisation to see how much
impact they would be subject to − sad, concerning the fact that their front view
looked right down on the cleared festival site with a free range for noise impact.
Their comfort and enjoyment will obviously be strongly affected and even if they
want to sell, their land prices will be lowered.

• the impact of the noise and disturbance of the festival on the wildlife is another
unknown − the ecologist who accompanied us on the walk gave very little scientific
evidence that it would have no effect − his claims seemed generally just personal
opinions.

• 1 (and others) think that in these days of carbon pollution, energy overuse and
environmental degradation, people who love Byron for its beauty and its history of
trying 'alternative' things, should be looking at other forms of public cultural events
of more low key and ecologically responsible nature − smaller festivals that can be
held closer to Byron say, which leave the natural and wild parts of the Shire in
peace, and which don't encourage excessive consumption of alcohol etc. We
already have the Blues Festival site at Tyagarah − perhaps Splendour could use
that too?



it's tempting to give in to the argument that the Yelgun plans will provide jobs and
money to businesses in the shire (although it's not clear what businesses will do
well considering the remoteness of the site), but this economic argument is what is
always used to justify new business ventures, not all of which bring all−round
benefits to the localities in which they occur. I support those who want to go in the
direction of carefully choosing and nurturing those cultural events which genuinely
enhance the lives and the environment of the Byron town and hinterland, not risk
destroying the social and environmental 'capital' which in the long run will be more
beneficial that purely economic capital.

In summary − I am strongly opposed to the application to use the Yelgun site and I
urge you to put the social, cultural and environmental factors at the forefront of
your considerations.

Yours sincerely

Christine Willmot

..N.J

J úTCum−t
−



The Director of Projects (09 _0028),

GPO Box 39, Sydney,
NSW, 2001.

l wish to lodge an objection to the proposed Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun
(Cultural Events Site, Yelgun 09_0028) for the following reasons outlined below:

L

1. Decline in Biodiversity, Habitat, Ecosystem Functions and Processes
The development and ongoing usage of a permanent festival site will
unequivocally result in a fundamental decline or loss of fauna and flora species
and habitats of northern NSW. A festival site would severely negatively impact

upon local, regional and landscape−scale ecosystem processes and functions. The
festival site footprint and adjacent habitat has been repeatedly identified as
possessing high priority habitat significance by detailed research and
assessments undertaken by the NSW Government. The area has been identified

as a providing a key linkage between coastal habitats through to the world
heritage Border Ranges Biodiversity Hotspot region. The festival footprint is
located on rare wildlife coastal and moist forest climate change corridors
identified by the DECCW and the Great Eastern Ranges Initiative (G.E.R).

2. Impact on Community and Individual Wellbeing
A permanent festival site will negatively impact upon the social wellbeing of local
and broader communities of the Byron and Tweed shires. Ongoing large and
mega−festivals of up to 50,000 attendees per day, and additional unlimited
events, cannot be sustained by a Shire of whose entire population is only 32,000
people.

The Byron Shire already has one large permanent festival site allocated for the
annual 'Bluesfest' event located only some 10kms from the proposed Yelgun
Site; it cannot tolerate and sustain another permanent festival site. No other
Shire or LGA in all of Australia has two permanent large−scale festival sites of this
magnitude. A second permanent festival site will dramatically alter the current
social amenity and demographics of the Byron Shire and negatively promote the
region as a shire.

3. Health and Safety Impacts
The Byron Shire has two small hospitals (Mullumbimby and Byron Bay) that serve
its local entire population of 32,000. Hospital resources and staff would be
unable to cope with events on the scale proposed by the proponents, particularly
with regards to higher than usual admittance rates resulting from alcohol and
drug usage (overdoses), violence, heat exhaustion and other accidents during
festivals of 50,000 people. Given even a small disruption or emergency, police
and emergency workers (SES, Ambulance, RFS, RTA) would be unable to cope
with the ensuing events.



4. Events Policy
Byron Shir_e council has_ fully supported and adopted an Events Policy which..aims. .................
to promote festivals that are congruent with maintaining the character and
amenity of the Shire. The proposed festival site and its proposed activities are in
complete disagreement with this policy and do not respect the Council's
position.

5. Noise disturbances
The proponent has failed to submit adequate noise modelling results. The
standards used in the scenario modelling are not based on NSW standards. The
noise limits presented are not satisfactory and will, as the consultant has
concluded, will permanently alter the lifestyle of local residents.

6. Traffic disturbances
The proponents traffic modelling is based on old scenarios based around a
different road network and highly different patron numbers. The modelling does
not adequately test the traffic impacts based on Tweed Valley Way road network
and the suburbs it passes through. The modelling is also based on a guess of car−
pooling rates. These claims are not supported by empirical data. The site has very
limited access points. Large scale events as those proposed of 50,000 patrons
would unequivocally cause major disruption to the daily movement of local
residents, and particularly those situations where emergency services are
required to attend emergencies cut−off by queuing traffic.

7. Flooding Impacts
Areas on the festival site grounds, predominantly the car park and the camping

zones, are located on a floodplain which experiences frequent flooding. Byron
Shire has mapping and documentation which outlines the effect of flooding in
the proposed areas. The application fails to adequately acknowledge or address
the issues of flooding on the festival grounds.

Conclusion
In conclusion I would like to add:
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3 Goolara Court
Ocean Shores NS W.
18/11/10

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney 2001

Re Northern Byron Parklands Proposal for a Permanent event site at
Wooyung/Yelgun

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to object to this proposal on the following grounds:

The Northern Rivers area of NS W has been identified as being a "International
Hotspot" for biodiversity. It is an area that needs to be respected, nurtured and
protected.

The Yelgun site is adjacent to the Billinudgel Nature Reserve and I believe the
negative impacts on the both fauna and flora in the reserve as a result of numerous
events would be significant.

I understand that a significant part of that area and the Parklands site is on
subterranean peat which I believe is a fire risk. The last peat fire in North Ocean
Shores, (about 2000/01) burned for weeks and did considerable damage to the
southern section of the Billinudgel Nature Reserve.

There are at least 4 significant musical events held on an annual basis in this area,
of which Splendour in the Grass is one. The Blues and Roots Festival this year
won an Australian Award for their event co ordination which included having a
demonstrated commitment to eco friendly management. This committee now has
a permanent site at Tyagarah. I would like to see the Northern Parklands
committee work with the Blues & Roots management to use this designated
facility for their event.

• I strongly oppose The Northern Parklands proposal to host more mega music
festivals and introduce smaller "Doof" style music events.

I chose to live in this Shire 18 years ago and at this Ocean Shores address 12 years ago,
because of the natural beauty of the area. I value living in a quiet semi rural setting.
Having the North Byron Parklands site hosting numerous very large and loud music
events will negatively impact on my life here and also the value of the property we have
invested.



Having the North Byron Parklands site hosting numerous very large and loud music
events will negatively impact on my life here and also the value of the property we have
invested.

AntoinetteCSdpruce .........3 Goolara Crt /)/~
Ocean Shores
NSW

Email: bryto@aapt.net.au



3 Goolara Court
Ocean Shores NSW.
18/11/10

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney 2001

Re Northern Byron Parklands Proposal for a Permanent event site at
Wooyung/Yelgun

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to object to this proposal on the following grounds:

The Northern Rivers area of NS W has been identified as being a "International
Hotspot" for biodiversity. It is an area that needs to be respected, nurtured and
protected.

The Yelgun site is adjacent to the Billinudgel Nature Reserve and I believe the
negative impacts on the both fauna and flora in the reserve as a result of numerous
events would be significant.

I understand that a significant part of that area and the Parklands site is on
subterranean peat which I believe is a fire risk. The last peat fire in North Ocean
Shores, (about 2000/01) burned for weeks and did considerable damage to the
southern section of the Billinudgel Nature Reserve.

There are at least 4 significant musical events held on an annual basis in this area,
of which Splendour in the Grass is one. The Blues and Roots Festival this year
won an Australian Award for their event co ordination which included having a
demonstrated commitment to eco friendly management. This committee now has
a permanent site at Tyagarah. I would like to see the Northern Parklands
committee work with the Blues & Roots management to use this designated
facility for their event.

I strongly oppose The Northern Parklands proposal to host more mega music
festivals and introduce smaller "Doof" style music events.

The area is extraordinarily beautiful. For me, and I believe many others, this beauty
resonates at a spiritual level
I chose to live in this Shire 18 years ago and at this Ocean Shores address 12 years ago,
because of the natural beauty of the area. I value living in a quiet semi rural setting.



Bryan Spruce
3 Goolara Crt
Ocean Shores
NSW

Email: bryto@aapt.net.au



16th November, 2010
Department of Planning
Application Ref No: (09_0028)
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY, 2201

Fax: 02 92286540

Dear Sir,

44 Yelgun Rd
YELGUN 2483

Re: Cultural Events Site − Tweed Valley Way and Jones Road, Yelgun (09 0028) Yelgun

l object to the abovementioned Cultural Events Site at Tweed Valley Way and Jones Road, Yelgun.

The environmental impact of this Events site is a big concern. No amount of planning and
subsequent restoration work would alleviate the destruction of the current natural habitat of plants
and animals. Permanent amenities and crowds will have an irreversible negative affect. I have lived
in this area for eighteen years and would be distraught to see this area impacted by such cultural
events.

There are also safety concerns with the location of the site. The site access is restrictive and will
certainly cause traffic congestion. This will inconvenience local residents trying to get in and out off
Yelgun, Ocean Shores and Brunswick Heads and could be detrimental in a medical emergency.

NSW FNC Bush fire Risk Management Plan lists the area as 'catastrophic − there are highly
inflammable peat soils on the site.

The site is flood prone and evacuation of the site would not be possible if a flood did occur (Tech.
Paper W1).

Having a young family I am concerned about the level of noise that will come from the site and how
this is going to be controlled to the satisfaction of surrounding residents. Also the anti−social
behaviour that is often associated with these Cultural events is real concern.

The increased population into the area during festivals will be an enormous stress on the local
services.

To bring such chaos and disorder to this area would be such a devastation, so I strongly urge the
Department to refuse this application.

Kind Rega,rds

Sallai Johnston

Department of Planning
Received

PCU016886PCU016886



16th November, 2010
Department of Planning
Application Ref No: (09_0028)
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY, 2201

Fax: 02 92286540

44 Yelgun Rd
YELGUN 2483

Dear Sir,

Re: Cultural Events Site − Tweed Valley Way and Jones Road, Yelgun (09 0028) Yelgun

I object to the abovementioned Cultural Events Site at Tweed Valley Way and Jones Road, Yelgun.

The environmental impact this Events site would have on the current natural habitat of plants and
animals would be devastating, not only from the amenities needed, but also by the large number of
people using the area. Adjacent pristine beaches would likewise be at risk
I have lived in this area for eighteen years, having moved here for its serenity and beauty, and would
be distressed to see this lost, simply because a business wishes to establish a site to entertain people.

I am also concerned in regards to many of the safety issues that have been raised by opponents of
this application. Of major concern is the traffic congestion that undoubtedly will occur, as it did in
past years before the freeway was built. Hours of delay with huge traffic jams causing inconvenience
to locals trying to access the local roads. This is especially critical at Yelgun as there is only a 'no
through' entrance/exit road to local residences, and this road flows onto the access road to the site, a
real worry in a medical emergency.

NS W FNC Bush fire Risk Management Plan lists the area as 'catastrophic − there are highly
inflammable peat soils on the site.

The site and surrounding area is flood prone and evacuation of the site would not be possible if a
flood did occur (Tech. Paper W1).

There is also the issues of noise pollution and the effects of anti−social behaviour during Cultural
events − real concerns for local residents, based on reports from when the events were held in Byron
Bay and from similar events held in many other areas.

The increased population into the area during festivals will be an enormous stress on the local
services.

Finally I am concerned about the disruption these events will bring to the lifestyle of myself, my
family and residents in the area, who have farmed here for generations or have chosen to move here
because they wanted to enjoy its beauty and peacefulness.

I strongly urge the Department to refuse this application.

Thank you

Lee Locke



MIDDLE POCKET AND YELGUNPROGRESS ASSOCIA TION.

Lyn Murray, (hon.sec.)
193 Middle Pocket Rd.
BILLINUDGEL. 2483.

Dear Sirs,

HELP.....„. HELP.....„. HELP.

The small valleys of both Yelgun and Middle Pocket are extremely worried about the
development proposal proposed by North Byron Parklands.

It is so inconceivable to the local residents, especially those of the Yelgun Valley, to think that
this above−mentioned proposal may get the ""go ahead.""

There are simply to many negative issues to mention, and they will have such a great effect on
the lives of the local people and area.

YELGUN residents will surely be grid locked with both the entrance and exit from their valley.
The entrance into what has been stated as THE PARKING AREA, is opposite the exit and
entrance into the Yelgun Valley. With numbers mentioned, around the 29,000 to 50,000 of
patrons attending these events, it is just so unbelievable to think of the effects it will take on the
local valley of Yelgun Plus all the other local areas.

One can see a complete TRAFFIC GRID LOCK WITH TRAFFIC BANKED UP TO AT
LEAST BRUNS WICK HEADS.

All local authorities, Police, fire, ambulance etc, etc, will be stretched to the limit.

ALL WE CAN SAY IS PLEASE DO NOT PASS THIS INCONCEIVABLE

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL.

Yours faithfully,

Lyn Murray. (hon/.Sec. 0266801389.)





Director of Regional Projects
Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001
16 November 2010

Attention: Brent Devine

re: 3A Major Project 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site @ Yelgun

As a lifetime resident of Byron Bay and with 25 years expenence asa
wildlife carer, I wish to object to Splendour in the Grass festival at
Yelgun.

l have seen first hand the disruptions and problems that these types of
festivals have had on our community over the years and they seem to be
progressively becoming larger and placing more pressures on rural
communities and our environment.

l have two daughters that have attended the Splendour in the Grass
festival when it was held at Belongil Fields and from this experienceI
know the problems and pressures that are associated with such events.
There were times when the girls felt unsafe in the large unruly crowds at
the Byron site and this was only half the amount of people being
advertised for Yelgun, which compared to Byron is an isolated rural area,
surrounded by a large and significant Nature Reserve.

The last I heard, Nature Reserves and National Parks were primarily for
the protection of our native flora and fauna, not mega festivals.

Yours faithfully

Raylee Rayward
Skinners Shoot Road
Byron Bay NSW 2481
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Director of Regional Projects
Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001
16 November 2010

Attention: Brent Devine

re: 3A Major Project 09_0028
Permanent Festival Site @ Yelgun

As a long term resident of Byron Shire I object strongly to the Mega Festival
development proposed for Yelgun. I have had 20 years involvement with the
site, studying and reporting on the flora and fauna. My expertise is in the field
of avifauna including over 30 years as a wildlife carer and educator.

Following are my main points of objection.

There is no way that intrusions on such a large scale as those proposed by
North Byron Parklands on the Marshalls Ridge wildlife corridor and adjoining
Billinudgel Nature Reserve can strike a balance between human activities and
the environment.

Planting trees is a very simplistic approach to addressing the problems that
this development will have on the environment i.e. plant trees to attract fauna
then BLAST the hell out of them with amplified music and other equally
damaging activities. This is more like an exercise in animal cruelty.

Businesses and communities can and do thrive without alcohol and drug
driven mega−festivals. The environment, particularly the fauna, will not thrive
and some may not survive. In their own DA, North Byron Parklands admit
there will be detrimental impacts on fauna species, including threatened
species.

Nocturnal species, many of which are listed as Threatened or Endangered
stand to be impacted upon the most. The artificial lighting and the extreme
amplification of loud music, plus high traffic volumes will only have detrimental
effects, placing even more pressure on species already in serious decline.

History shows the site in question is prone to both fires and floods. In 2004,
peat fires, which were located on the proposed events area, burnt underground
for approx. 3 months causing health problems to residents of neighbouring



2

villages located kilometres away. Highly venomous snakes, ticks, leeches
and mosquitoes will pose a real health risk to patrons and staff. In the event
of someone being bitten by an Eastern Brown Snake (very common on sight),
time would be critical to their survival. If the victim has been consuming
alcohol, however, their chances of survival are diminished even further.

Police have been quoted as saying that they cannot guarantee the safety of
local residents. These festivals unfortunately have a history of alcohol and
drug fuelled violence against persons and property. The likely negative
impacts on the Billinudgel Nature Reserve are very real. What compensation
has the proponents offered the DECCW for incurred damages should sucha
situation arise?

Many bird species are recorded as nesting on site. The disruption to nesting
activities by human intrusion on such a large scale will place certain
Threatened Species such as the rose−crowned fruit dove, wompoo fruit dove
and both the Masked and Barking Owls at risk of not producing young. This
cumulative effect over years, will lead to a dramatic decline in species
numbers.

Insectivorous Micro bats need to feed every night. The artificial lighting and
particularly the loud amplification of music could have a devastating effect on
these species, most of which are listed as Threatened or Endangered.

The Billinudgel Nature Reserve has one of the highest number of Threatened
and Endangered species of any Nature Reserve in NSW and was purchased
by the State Government at some cost. This development proposal flies in the
face of why the reserve was gazetted in the first place i.e. conservation. It is
just too precious and too important an area to put such pressures on. I
encourage to remember and honour the Precautionary Principle, if in any
doubt, don't. It is just not worth the risk!

Bob Oehlman
PO Box 163
Byron Bay
NSW 2481
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11.11.2010

Dept of Planning

GPO Box 39

Sydney NSW 2001

Dear Sir / Madam

Re: Cultural Events Site, Yel.qun 09−0028

We, the drivers and staff of Byron Bay Taxis & Limousines, fully support Splendour
in the Grass festival holding their event on their own land in Yelgun in the north of
Byron Shire.

We know that our whole community benefits from the income generated by the
tourism industry. Not only do we and our families directly suffer from reduced
income when events such as Splendour leave our area, but the flow on effect is far
reaching. When all businesses directly involved in tourism prosper, their staff

prosper and this flows on to tradesmen, retail and all services across the
community.

Employment opportunity in a tourism based region is dependant on visitors' $$.
The prosperity of our regional community depends upon it.

We, the undersigned, support our community and support Splendour in the
Grass.

BYRON 8AY TAXIS& LiMOUStNE_S

PO 80X 711
Byton Bay NSW 2491
T 02 6685 5008
F 02 668−5 5907
E admin@byronbaytaxis.com
Biron BayTan& UmousesRy Ltd

NAME | TOWN FURTHER COMMENT? | S.Ipif)ATURE
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Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

I strongly object to all of the following:
− the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly !

Name:

Address:

Date:



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2010

Re: Proposal 09−−0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

You.rs Sincerely



ll November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09.0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yeigun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. It is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgel, Yeigun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
perrnanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention
as a result.

Ei, e
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ll November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Ye!gun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. it is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgel, Yelgun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
permanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention
as a result.



ll November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. It is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgei, Yelgun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
perrrranent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention

as a result.



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2010

Re: Proposal 09−−0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

...
Yours Sincerely
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Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

I strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongii Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly !

Name:

Address:

Date:



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09−0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours
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ll November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yeigun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. It is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgel, Yelgun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
permanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention

as a result.
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Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it,

I strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly !

Name:
Address:

Date:



Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

I strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should fred a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:

Address:

Date: { S−' ) / −



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Objections to Proposal 09.0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of apermanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely

C /zse



ll November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09.0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Ye!gun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yeigun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. it is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgei, Yeigun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
perrnanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention
as a result.
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The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2010

Re: Proposal 09−−0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

You3;s Sincerely

JX'~.



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2010

Re: Proposal 09−−0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgei Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Yours Sincerely

l.,ic−
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November 2. 2010

The Director of Regional Protects
GPO Bex 39
Sydney N,:SW 200!

The site at Y elgun is £ n the m:,_ddle o~ a c:::, nsers~ ation are~a t! at has beex! protecte d for decades by
!ocalandstat egov,ex'~] mse nts and is innx~c diate{v adia,::t en tt~−~ S;ilim:~ ge! Nature Rese ~,,i,, areseT−re
the governmeP, t worked hard t o estab(iish The p! an to in'− roduce the n~oi se and m~o ernen:~ts of tens
of i: housand.s of people repeat edly into th_; s area wiii affe{− t thi s sensitive environm:,en t as surels as
it will affect i−he unidiife

m?t



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydne3: NSW 200i

Added to that would be the event de:vs for the "m©derate: ev,:en::.s" andi ":smal events: " eac'−−, of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly inne The proponen1−'s claim:s that there

will be little to n:n a.ctivity fi−:r 280 days each year are dising ..... ...u...
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Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

l strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation m an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activityfor this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name: Sf//6 Ñ $

Address: Ly C 'f 4 4/4~ (J:,

Date: /~ −" .9...' t_ ;., − ...



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2, 20i0

The negadye irnpacts and disruption,s that would resu!i: f,,om a pennanent festiva! site at
North

_
Byron Parkiands would n~.egate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.

Noise from heavily ampli£ed music, artificial lights wel into th,e night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environm:~ental and ecological
sensid vity

The proposed buffer zones between events areas an,~d wildUife habitats are n......−}t {arge.
enough, andi the nature of the events, which w,iI1 bring a "massive increase h". human
disturba_nce", wiltpose. sign.iñeant r:isks to the wildlife in the a..~..~rea

The Land & Environment Court n.tied in May 2009 that Byron Shire Councifs 2008
approval of Byron Property Truses proposed trial Splendour festiva! at Yeigun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state shouid not now rule in favour of a :ne.rmanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one off trial event

...... 2//,
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November 2, ~ ~" ~n2010

The Director of Regional P−rai.ects
GPO Box 39
c_−@.... − ~,,e<v ,7,,r)Q :Sydney NSW 2003

1 ::. i~i f}~I.JCGd~I"St~I:::Viu:';~F ~13'−:,: ".QL~:+~−L]~:t'~;ZSS !:>11 : :>i:::~tI::::Z =
Understaternera and vagueness or ibase points in the pro~posal is c"onv'e'n:ie−nt fo− thke prom0iers

but not at al fail to the comuninio; who needs to icnew what th is wil actualy mean to their

8 7 ~::: ::. r" :'::) 7 <~ r:

7/,
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The Director of Regional Proj,ects
GPO Box − 395~

−

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festivai site on the

reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from_, a permanent festival site at
North Byron P ~ dv~ ~ark...ands would negate the intended p~rote,ction ~ "*: ....f wildlife in~, the area.
Noise fi:om heavily amplified music, artificial tights weli into the night,, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ec:ologic.al
senshi via

The Land & Environm~ent Court nded in May 2009 that Byron Shire Councirs 2008
approval of. Byc.~−~..r...... Pr'operty Tr'ust's proposed trial Sp!endour festiv,al at Yeigun was
"invalid and of no effeet" The state should not now rule in~ favour of a p,erm~anent festivai
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a. on~e o',ff ~.'ria::/ event.
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Novembe_r 2, 2010

The Director of Regions? Proi
G....
Sydney NS W 200

ThesfteatYelguin i s 7 n themidd le :.,~ :~ c on'se rvati o~s a:− ea i: ha t has bee nprotect ed for_°decadesby
ocaland taego mr t d ndatel ad t BiU dgeNaur Rs eareen

t;he gover nme~n!: w,o: k::e d hard fx, estab] ish The F.lan to in~tr oduce the 'rt, oise and] ~ novements of tens
of thousands of peo p{ e; repeatedly iinto th] s at ea wil] affect thi s sensitiv,t e m{ronment a,s sure{}, as
7t wiß affec t the w] ldlfe.

yhich w ould have~ its nwn p,r−eparation andi disassembly, iin~e: ~"i~e proponent'.s claims thait thiere



The Director of Regional Projects



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 200i

Ihe site at Teigun is £n tho}~ mid d!.e c, f a~ co,nserva ion are a ti" a" has bee£− protect ed for decades by

tb,e gov ernroen: worked h−ard t:~ es!: abi] sh The plan to introdu ce the n~oise and movements of tens
of :housands of people ~'epeatedly into th− s area will affect t his sen;sitive env− ronm_,ent as surely as
it win affect t he wildlife

before~−~*, thr'e_~ .....before and three weeks after each eveni:

ÍrlcCTE V Y'OUES

//"~" u~}I



Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

l strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activityfor this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

l do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However. it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:
A ddress:

Date:

/

/ / / / /



<13 ~<~ ~~ ~os

GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2,f−~0i

Novemb ..r 2, 201O

The negative impacts and disruption~s that would result frc−m a permanent festival site at
North Byr on Parklands wo nuldegate the intended protection of wildlife in− ... th,e area,.
Noise fr−om heavily ampliJi.ed næ'.~sic, artificiai_ lights wel into the night, and crowds in_ the
thousands should not bea/iowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivit".

1he Land & Environment Gourt rated in May 2009 that Byron Shire Councifs 2008

approva,, of Byron Property Trusts prop ose f.st.vals at Yelg u n w
da taal Splendour

"invalid and of no effect" The state should not now rule in favour of a nermanent se
site a t this location, giv;en', the iudicial decision ~" "about a one− off trial event
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Oec V,

Novernber 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydnei:, NSW 2001

The site at elgan is in the m d e o o s vat[on area tha~ has been protected for decades by
lo aland state governments nd mm dia en ad acent o S ln dge! Nature Reser e a r se ve
the gov;ernment worked hard to est aNish The plan to intr oduce the noise and −,:novaments oi" tens
of thousands of peopJ_e repeatedly nto thi s area will affec t thi s sensitive envi, ronmen,~t as su~ el)~ as
it will affect the wildHfe

/

/



Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However. I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

I strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year ( Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

l do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name: /\,=.' ,~ \ ...
Address: ) i'z> l\i ~ ,~

Date:



NWM SfeN{ " ...

The Director of Regional Proiects
GPO Box 39

strong].y object to the establist'−..−aent oi a {.e.rm.an ....... year−ro−Lsno festival su e <−'Jn lhe propec−,,"

The site at Yelgun i.s i.n the−−.−ud]dle l .,t a oonservazion
_ area that has bee.n, protected for decades by

ioca], and state gjove,:−nrnents a;.n,~d: is imraedliately atdisoent to '−.−;illinodge! Natiu−e Rese,.'~: a resenze
i−he government w:o)r"ked hard to establish The c].an~ to i.Otroduce the nloise antd roovements of tens

of thousatnds of p>eo:ple repeatedly into this area will affect this se:nsitivc− environment as~ susrely as
it will affect the wildifie.

If the promoters held a major events similar to Spiendour in the Grass each with a days o !
operation, there would be as many as 168 days en pmp ........

an~d disassembly. es, three: w'eeks
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The site at Yeigun s in the −: iddle </ a conser vadion area ha−t has bee n pr−otect~ d for decades by
[E( 1i :i~( < F'I!'S(ff7%Clocaland sta egov rnm n s a d i m d iate]c" adjacent ßihin dgei Na ur Res r a res rv

the governm,~− rn wo{" ke_d hard to estaansk The c!.an, to introduce the t~ oise and movements of ten~s
of thousands of peop e repeatedly i;.~ to thi s area wi!] affect this sensitive env{ronment as surely as
it wi]] affect ::: he wi, d~'iffe

U the prom ters he d m ajor ev:ents si ini]ar to S−le.ndo..rn the Grass each w...... of
operation, ther(t would be as many as 168 days oi preparation and disa.ssembly ,:tg t} ree weeks
before and th'ree w< eks ~'−e− each even

Added to tha wo ld............. ...... e ... h of

which would hav'e i ts own pr'!I~ paration and disassembly time .....ponent s claims hat there

win be httle to no activity for 280 day s each y;'e.a_r are dising−;enu~{', us

Understatement and vagueness on t ...s.. points in~ the propo,sa! is Convenient RF the promoters
but not at all fair to the co mmunity who needs to know what th is will actuu.~y mean~ to their

PÍ
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The ©ireeli,_:~ of Reg!~.ona~ Projec~: s

Sva::−,~SW 20C:1

Re: P.roposal 09_0028 − Perma~nent F .........i ...... '"
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Novem~_ber 2, 20i0

GPO Box 39
Sydney− NSW 2001

The site at Ye!gun is i n the mi,dd!: of a co nserv~ation as_~' ea i: ha: has be en protected for decades by

the governmen~ i: worked hard, t o estabuish The osan to intro,duee the n~oise and mo v,ements of tens
of thousands of pe,ople repeatedly it}to thi s area wili affect th:f_ s sensitive environ~men,"t as surely as
it win affect the wii dlife

g h,ch would have its own pr"eparation, and disa,sserabig time The prop ............ .........



Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

I strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity. for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year ( Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

l do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:
A ddress:

Date:

n Q 9/oare
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Dear Major Projects Office:

l have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

l strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
+ the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activio,for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year ( Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:
Address:

.... oA

Date: N~ lb.,H− AECR.w~.gs−..Jr.)to
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The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

i% November ~ 2010

I strongly object to the estabiishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons~

Ha :.~ s ire
;,

raps<. ci. f loodin~# occu.~', s on tHe Yeig~.,~n site~
especialXy w~sere t.Ke promoters halve planned to locate tlhe.ir
campgrounds an<i their par~ing iots:~ !3vent at~:,endees wi!l be
at serious risk in periods ....." k,'~" rain from ~.~h....~
inev£ t~.bie over,!!! ows of HortA Creek; Marshai!s

and the CaprJ. cornia Canai# all near to the
site~ 'the property in q:~es%ion floods easi~i.y~ q.,~iicklyp and
unpredictably,.

Given sc.lse concentratior~ o£ pea% or% <he property tKe
risk oi~ £~£re at t~~e e~;,ent .~.~_£&−.~A. anti in ~iiiinu~igel Natu, re~
Reserve is higb~ increasing that risk is the fact that
sewers! }tsoniires are pl].anned by the esent organisers and
%%hat :~:~~oking and camping on site ire to be allowed,

.ii~: <::his de ve l o p~:~s~:£%t is £<pproved a ~}uge burden wii£ be
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The Director of Regional Projects
GPO. Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

l November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

! strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round == ~'year−round festival site on the p_~ __ .yroperty called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

~If this development is approved a huge burden_ wilT_ be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infr ...tr.. ~ucture−poor− ~ ~ north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Yours
Sincere!y.)Nel.

i£ t.C ~9−r−−J

t i / P



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects Bren"

GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Perntanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yetgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is i_mmediately adjacent to Billinudget Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the prornoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know wha,t this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understaternent and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.



November 2, 2010

GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001



The Director of Projects (09_0028),
GPO Box 39, Sydney,
NSW, 2001.

l wish to lodge an objection to the proposed Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun
(Cultural Events Site, Yelgun 09_0028) for the following reasons outlined below:

1. Decline in Biodiversity, Habitat, Ecosystem Functions and Processes
The development and ongoing usage of a permanent festival site will
unequivocally result in a fundamental decline or loss of fauna and flora species
and habitats of northern NSW. A festival site would severely negatively impact
upon local, regional and landscape−scale ecosystem processes and functions. The
festival site footprint and adjacent habitat has been repeatedly identified as
possessing high priority habitat significance by detailed research and
assessments undertaken by the NSW Government. The area has been identified

as a providing a key linkage between coastal habitats through to the world
heritage Border Ranges Biodiversity Hotspot region. The festival footprint is
located on rare wildlife coastal and moist forest climate change corridors
identified by the DECCW and the Great Eastern Ranges Initiative (G.E.R).

2. Impact on Community and Individual Wellbeing
A permanent festival site will negatively impact upon the social wellbeing of local
and broader communities of the Byron and Tweed shires. Ongoing large and
mega−festivals of up to 50,000 attendees per day, and additional unlimited
events, cannot be sustained by a Shire of whose entire population is only 32,000
people.

The Byron Shire already has one large permanent festival site allocated for the
annual 'Bluesfest' event located only some 10kms from the proposed Yelgun
Site; it cannot tolerate and sustain another permanent festival site. No other
Shire or LGA in all of Australia has two permanent large−scale festival sites of this
magnitude. A second permanent festival site will dramatically alter the current
social amenity and demographics of the Byron Shire and negatively promote the
region as a shire.

3. Health and Safety Impacts
The Byron Shire has two small hospitals (Mullumbimby and Byron Bay) that serve
its local entire population of 32,000. Hospital resources and staff would be
unable to cope with events on the scale proposed by the proponents, particularly
with regards to higher than usual admittance rates resulting from alcohol and
drug usage (overdoses), violence, heat exhaustion and other accidents during
festivals of 50,000 people. Given even a small disruption or emergency, police
and emergency workers (SES, Ambulance, RFS, RTA) would be unable to cope
with the ensuing events.



4. Events Policy
Byron Shire council has fully supported and adopted an Events Policy which aims
to promote festivals that are congruent with maintaining the character and
amenity of the Shire. The proposed festival site and its proposed activities are in
complete disagreement with this policy and do not respect the Council's
position.

5. Noise disturbances
The proponent has failed to submit adequate noise modelling results. The
standards used in the scenario modelling are not based on NSW standards. The
noise limits presented are not satisfactory and will, as the consultant has
concluded, will permanently alter the lifestyle of local residents.

6. Traffic disturbances
The proponents traffic modelling is based on old scenarios based around a
different road network and highly different patron numbers. The modelling does
not adequately test the traffic impacts based on Tweed Valley Way road network
and the suburbs it passes through. The modelling is also based on a guess of car−
pooling rates. These claims are not supported by empirical data. The site has very
limited access points. Large scale events as those proposed of 50,000 patrons
would unequivocally cause major disruption to the daily movement of local
residents, and particularly those situations where emergency services are
required to attend emergencies cut−off by queuing traffic.

7. Flooding Impacts
Areas on the festival site grounds, predominantly the car park and the camping
zones, are located on a floodplain which experiences frequent flooding. Byron
Shire has mapping and documentation which outlines the effect of flooding in
the proposed areas. The application fails to adequately acknowledge or address
the issues of flooding on the festival grounds.

Conclusion
In conclusion I would like to add:

(Req uired)

Name & address:
Email (if available):
Signature and date:

...~d...~.−. ......~....v.~...L ............ .~.~..~..x_../7.~Z
......... ...q .............. + ....... ~ .......sJ...t.....l...u..Lu.?...'...LE.kl..
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To the Director of Regional Projects

GPO Box 39
Sydney 2001

Lyn Wickham
13 Kyung Court
Ocean Shores
NSW 2483
16 11 2010

RE Development Application Number 09−0028

To Whom it May Concern,
My name is Lyn Wickham and I am a resident of Ocean

Shores and have been a resident of this district all of my life. I would like
to make it very clear that my husband Peter and I are adamantly
opposed to the proposal by North Byron Parklands, to develop the
property at Jones Road, Yelgun into a music festival site for mega
events throughout the year!

This location is far too near the residents that immediately surround it,
being a cause of great concern to us to see our community placed under
immense pressure to cater to the proposed influx of tens of thousands of
people coming to our community for these heavily amplified festivals.

We know full well, as do the proponents of this development that
we do not have the infrastructure in place to support these events. I.e. our
local hospitals, police force and community workers can not possibly
cope with this pressure when they are already struggling to maintain the
services in our community on an every day level!

These particular events cater to a younger culture of people who in many
instances are disorderly, prone to drug and alcohol abuse and an obvious
danger on our roads... Our normally quiet streets and our access to our
homes and local amenities will be under extreme pressure.

We have a young teenage daughter at home with us and we are fearful for
her safety and the safety of her many friends as literally thousands of
party going youth descend on our community for almost two months of
the year.

We are extremely frustrated by the thought that these organizers have by−
passed our elected Byron Shire council who oppose more than two mega
festivals per annum for our shire. are not prepared to comply to the



NSW State Environmental Court's decision which has rejected their
application, in that it is completely inadequate because it is a vital wild
life corridor. and have appealed to your office to pursue their selfish
agenda to exploit our community for monetary gain!

Yours Most Sincerely,

Lyn Wickham, resident and rate payer of North Ocean Shores.

2



Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently tearned abou~t the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

t strongly ob.ject to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts aeross the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that wril be on the site on and offthroughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
+ the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could wel threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
+ the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
+ the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activilyfor this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:
Address:

Date:

NDL RG4a hou
_
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Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

l strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

_.

Name: 7) wi à NE−@e'
Address: ~~−nen Ht~−

Date: fi///k" Isoro



Nevernber 2, 2010

Sydney NSW 2©01



Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely−against it.

l strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
+ t.he enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that witI inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
+ the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
− the inadequate plans for dealing w:ith flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongit Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

! do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:
Address:

Date: l(n * No WWBN _Mel O
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16.11.2010

To: Department of Planning
GPO Box 39,
Sydney
NSW 2001

From:Dr Andrew Benwell
PO Box 641
Mullumbimby
NSW 2482
Ph 0266 804817
email: ecos@nrg.com.au

Re: Cultural Events Site − Tweed Valley Way and Jones Road, Yelgun (09_0028)
− Yelgun

*Note − please use this hard copy not the submission I sent on−line, as the hard
copy contains some additional comment on cultural heritage.

Dear Department of Planning

As an environmental consultant and professional ecologist who has carried out
previous studies of the proposed festival site (see end of this submission), I wish to
register the following objections to the Project Application:−
• serious adverse impact on the nature conservation values of the project site and

adjoining Billinudgel Nature Reserve, including over 30 listed threatened fauna
species;

• conflict with habitat protection land−use zoning (7k) and identified wildlife
corridor;

• use of ecological monitoring as a mitigation measure;
• adverse impact on aboriginal cultural heritage; and
• public safety risks.

The following sections of this submission explain my reasons for lodging these
objections.

Ecological Risk of Proposal − the Impacts of Human Intrusion and Disturbance

The key issue of this Project Application is impact on threatened species and the
locality's high conservation values. The ecological assessment report (Fitzgerald
2010) generally finds that the impacts of the festival site on threatened fauna species
cannot be predicted. I would argue that there is much evidence to indicate that the
effects will significantly adverse (Benwell and Scotts 2009).

Monitoring of ecological impacts and changes to the land−use if significant adverse
impacts are detected have been proposed. Ensuring an independent and rigorous
scientific evaluation of the proposal's ecological impact is problematic and expecting



clear evidence of whether or not adverse impacts are occurring is in my opinion
unrealistic. Too often monitoring is applied as a mitigation measure then tardily
implemented and without serious possibility of findings interfering with the
development once it is underway. Hard decisions about ecological impact should be
made at the project assessment stage and not put off in the guise of monitoring,
presented as a mitigation measure.

More importantly, I would argue that there is already evidence from scientific
research to indicate that the proposal would have a major adverse edge effect on
Billinudgel Nature Reserve and that the festival site would be largely alienated as
threatened fauna habitat, impacting significantly on local threatened fauna
populations. If deterioration in the ecology of the locality occurs as a result of the
festival site it will be as a result of the ecological edge effects associated with large
scale human presence, noise, illumination and loss of habitat space for local
threatened fauna. There is large body of research literature on edge effects. Ecological
edge effects are in my opinion a key environmental issue which is not adequately
addressed in the Project Application.

The report "A Review of the Effects of Human Intrusion and Disturbance on Wildlife;
Reference to a Proposed Permanent Cultural Events Site at Yelgun, New South
Wales" (Benwell and Scotts 2009) examines the potential significant impacts of
increased human intrusion and disturbance on wildlife and seeks to place those
impacts within the context of a planned permanent cultural events site at Yelgun, on
the north coast of New South Wales. Human intrusion and disturbance refer to the
effects of human activities such as movement and congregating of people, increased
noise, artificial night lighting, pedestrian and vehicular traffic and other indirect
impacts, which intrude on wildlife, but do not involve direct destruction of habitat.
Such "non−consumptive disturbances" are often associated with outdoor recreational
activity occurring in parklands, reserves and other areas that also function as wildlife
habitat. The impact of human disturbance on wildlife is subtle compared to overt
forms of disturbance such as deforestation and chemical pollution, which have
immediate destructive effects, but human disturbance has insidious and cumulative
effects on wildlife (Price 2008). In the context of this review we are primarily
considering human−induced effects as manifestations of the impacts of activities
associated with a cultural festival site (e.g. elevated people presence, periodic intense
noise, artificial lighting, potential changes to species compositions and interactions).

With regard to the proposed cultural events site at Yelgun, there is a tacit assumption
that Billinudgel Nature Reserve will act as a refuge or source of unoccupied available
habitat for individuals displaced from the festival site by human disturbance. Putting
aside the likely impacts of elevated human disturbance as an edge effect on the
reserve itself, this assumes that there is available habitat; the reserve is not already at
carrying capacity for that species given food resources and predator activity; and that
increased density within the reserve will not affect long−term survival and fecundity.
Arguments could be made either way, but essentially we do not know with any
certainty what the exact effects of a massive increase in human disturbance (relative
to the current situation) will be, but there is a significant risk that survival and
fecundity of local populations will be adversely affected, resulting in population
declines.



Possible mitigating circumstances for large scale human disturbance at Yelgun
include habituation and buffer zones. The term "habituation" is often misused to
describe any observed moderation in wildlife responses to human disturbance and is
often confused with tolerance which is the intensity of disturbance that an individual
tolerates without responding in a defined way; tolerance is often mistaken for
habituation (see Sec. 6.2). The phenomenon of habituation appears to depend on the
frequency and the intensity of encounters. Wildlife is less likely to habituate to human
disturbances entailing either low frequency or high intensity. In the case of the
proposed cultural events site at Yelgun, it would appear that human disturbance will
be intermittent and probably very high in intensity, a combination least likely to result
in habituation behaviour in wildlife.

Narrow buffer zones are unlikely to be effective in mitigating potential loss of
wildlife diversity at the Yelgun locality, because of the intensity of human disturbance
associated with a large cultural events site and its close proximity to core and matrix
habitat (of regional conservation significance). Rather than narrow buffer zones, it is
suggested that conservation areas established in rural landscapes that then become
subject to increasing pressure from development, require a graded system of land−use
buffer zoning that explicitly recognises the level of human disturbance associated
with different land uses and their impact on wildlife.

In sensitive species, human activity within or adjoining wildlife habitat elicits various
stress−related responses ranging from physiological responses (e.g. changes in
chemical and hormone balances), to altered activity and time budgets (e.g. more
vigilance and less foraging), to more drastic changes in activity known as escape or
flight response (e.g. cessation of feeding or breeding behaviour and vacation of an
otherwise suitable area of habitat) (e.g. Biumstein 2003; Price 2008; Ambrose 2009).
Research on avifauna generally shows that a large proportion of species in a given
area of habitat subjected to human disturbance exhibit behaviour consistent with
stress, avoidance or disruption, and the evidence points to other major fauna groups
being affected in parallel fashion. These effects have obvious implications for the
maintenance of species richness and population viability of threatened species in
conservation reserves and other habitat areas affected by encroaching human activity.

Research shows how the level of human disturbance determines the degree of likely
impacts on the wildlife that reside, or utilize habitats within or nearby to the site of
disturbance. Quantification of the relationship between disturbance type and intensity
and the response of biota is not possible with a high degree of precision, but the
general trends in the relationship have been demonstrated by research. As group size
and disturbance intensity increase, the negative effects on wildlife overall also
increase, although there may be species (often exotic) which adapt to exploit new
types of habitat created. Intense and concentrated disturbance will tend to alienate
habitat within the activity site, exacerbate edge effects emanating into adjoining
reserves or protected areas, and increasingly affect sensitive wildlife species. At
Yelgun, the sudden intrusion into the landscape of large concentrations of people,
high levels of noise, artificial night lighting and other impacts are likely to act as an
intense disturbance on a high proportion of species.

Research indicates that for relatively small groups of people in parks and reserves,
human activity may exert a direct disturbing effect on avifauna up to 100m from the
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activity and considerably greater edge effect distances have been demonstrated for
other fauna. Artificial night lighting can have a severe impact on nocturnal insect
fauna, undermining the foodweb of consumer species dependant on this resource
base. The use of yellow sodium vapour lights in place of normal white lights can
greatly reduce this impact, but the extirpation process continues to operate, as insects
are drawn in from surrounding habitat albeit at a lower rate (some insects are actually
more attracted to yellow sodium lighting).

The effect of noise on wildlife has only recently been considered a potential threat to
animal health and long−term survival. Noise can be frightening and disturbing to
animals which vary tremendously in their response to noise ranging from apparent
near indifference to various escape and flight behaviours. Other common behavioural
responses to noise include elevated stress levels, acoustic adjustment and habitat
avoidance.

The research reviewed herein indicates that the consequence of intense human
disturbance is likely to be avoidance or abandonment of habitat and changed
behaviour patterns by a proportion of the vertebrate fauna. On a wider scale this may
adversely affect the sustainability of local populations of threatened fauna species,
which depend on the surrounding matrix as well as Billinudgel Nature Reserve to
maintain viable local populations. A major negative impact of human disturbance on a
number threatened fauna seems highly likely from research which demonstrates that
the impact of human disturbance is proportional to the intensity of disturbance as
measured by group size. One research study found that the relationship between
recreation intensity and bird density was log linear, indicating that the exclusion
process was exponential (i.e.. doubling the amount of recreation activity (people−
presence) quadrupled the disturbance effect). The implications if group size (or
disturbance intensity) is in the thousands or tens of thousands are obvious.

Research supports the expectation that as intruder group size increases, the negative
effect of human disturbance extends further. Consequently a larger area of habitat
may be vacated as species withdraw to a perceived safe distance, or move to another
area of habitat if available. Fernandez−Juricie (2000) explains how important it is that
human disturbance loads are incorporated in management decisions at local and
regional scales. It is clear that a legislated land−use planning process is urgently
needed for protecting nature conservation areas with appropriate land−use buffer
zones. The Yelgun location supports suites of threatened species but requires
restoration to enhance long−term viability of wildlife, not further disturbance.

Local and Regional Land−use Planning

As Department of Planning would be aware, the Byron Biodiversity Conservation
Strategy, the Cleland Inquiry and numerous other planning documents prepared by
NPWS, Byron Shire Council and the Department of Planning in the last 15 years,
clearly identify the major conservation values of the subject locality. These include
known or potential habitat for over 30 threatened fauna species, Endangered
Ecological Communities, a regionally significant wildlife corridor and frontage along
half of the site's perimeter to Billinudgel Nature Reserve. Current land−use zonings



and Council environmental planning policies were put in place to protect these values.
The Byron Biodiversity Conservation Strategy (2004) identifies all forest vegetation
within and adjoining the proposed festival site as Very High Conservation Value and
all fauna habitat as Threatened Fauna Habitat.

At a regional and State level, the proposed site footprint and adjacent area has been
repeatedly and consistently identified as high significance habitat critical to the
fecundity of a range of priority and threatened faunal species. Moreover, this area as
has been identified as functioning as one of the last remaining key wildlife and
climate change corridor connecting the coastal plains with the world heritage Border
Ranges region.

The following NS W State strategies and plans independently and clearly identify and
highlight this development site and its surrounds as significant for a range of
environmental reasons:−

e DECCW Northern Rivers Biodiversity Management Plan (2010)
• DECCW, DoP Draft North Coast Regional Conservation Plan (2009)
• DECCW Climate Change Corridors (2009)
• DECC W Border Ranges Biodiversity Management Plan (2008)
• DECCW The Great Eastern Ranges (GER) Initiative (2007)
• Byron Shire Biodiversity Conservation Strategy (2004)
• NPWS Key Habitat and Wildlife Corridor (2003)
• Australian Heritage Commission Registrar of National Estate 'Natural and

Cultural area (date)

Adverse Impact on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage

The access road and pedestrian walkway on the southern side of Jones Rd would
directly impact on what Collins (2006) described as the most complex Aboriginal site
so far discovered in the Marshall Ridge area (a registered "Natural Indicative Place").

The relevant section in Collins (2006) states as follows: "The most complex
Aboriginal site so far registered in the study area is Site #4−2−114/115, located at the
eastern end of the isolated spur on the north−western margin of Yelgun flats (see
Figure 1). This has been interpreted as a "permanent campsite visited at regular
intervals during times of seasonal abundance The range of implements and raw
stone materials suggest a variety of economic activities took place on a repetitive
basis. It is impossible to imagine this range of implements being discarded in a single
or even a few visitations" (Piper 2002:49)".

I discovered and reported this site in 2001 while undertaking environmental
assessment work for the National Parks and Wildlife Service for a boundary fence to
be installed around Billinudgel Nature Reserve. Topsoil had been scraped away
within the RTA corridor (visible as a pale area in aerial photography − see Figure 1
attached) making the abundant artefacts easy to see (in 2001), but not from the
western part of the knoll on the proponent's land which is covered by pasture making
artefacts hard to see.
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Figure 2. Study area detail
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Figure 1: The knoll aboriginal site complex adjoining the northwestern corner of
Yelgun flat on Property 2B (overlaid by the submitter on map from Collins 2006).



Traffic Issues

As stated in my previous submission, the Yelgun festival site will likely result in a
large increase in traffic movement as many festival goers will also want to experience
the attractions of Byron Bay while at the festival. It is quite likely that thousands of
people will be traveling back and forth between Byron, Brunswick Heads etc and the
festival site each day. This is not a problem with the present festival site which is
located in easy access to central Byron Bay.

Alternative Sites

There are hundreds of properties available throughout the region where festivals can
be held that are not within a wildlife corridor or adjacent to a Nature Reserve. If
Splendour was really interested in the environment it would buy a property away from
wildlife corridors and busland remnants. Woodford is 50km inland at the end of a
road in open farmland with no close residential areas.

Byron Echo Editiorial 9/11/2010

"The pros and cons of the project have been well rehearsed in this newspaper and
elswhere.......However. the one unarguable objection to the plan is the impact of
numerous of numerous large and noisy gatherings on the wildlife of the site and the
adjacent reserve. Jones Road is also the northern boundary of the Billinudgel Nature
Reserve, which is the area's last wildlife corridor connecting to the coast. It is so
important to the preservation of biodiversity in the shire that Council has been
prepared to court unpopularity by refusing to develop a sports ground there. Public
sports facilities are more useful to the community than private festival sites, so it
follows from the principled decision not to use the land at Shara Boulevarde for
playing fields that music festivals are equally inappropriate.

The issue is a defining one: we have dominion over the animals − are we custodian or
destroyer? Do we opt for entertainment and employment at the expense of the critters,
or do we take our ecological responsibility seriously?"

Judge Preston in the Land and Environment Court ruled that the development was
prohibited in a 7(k) Habitat Zone under the Byron LEP and ruled that the approval
was invalid and of no effect.

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission.

Andrew Benwell (Dip Hort; PhD Ecology).



Environmental Reports prepared on the subject locality

Benwell, A. (1997). Botanical Conservation Significance of Lands Affected by
Proposed Amendment No.51 to Byron LEP 1988 North Ocean Shores. Submission to
the Commission of Inquiry at Mullumbimby 1997.

Benwell, A. (2001). Development Application for Boundary Fencing between
Billinudgel Nature Reserve and Greenfields Mountain P/L and Associated
Environmental Assessments. Report to the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service.

Benwell, A. (2002). Flora, Fauna and Habitat Survey Marshall's Ridge, North Ocean
Shores. Report to Greenfields Mountain P/L.



Director
Regional Projects (o<2 −0020−−'')

Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2001

Dear Sir

Re: Exhibition of Environmental Assessment for a Proposed Cultural Events Site at Tweed
Valley Way and Jones Road, Yelgun, Byron Local Government Area − MP 09_0028−
Objection

l write on behalf Friends of the Koala, a voluntary wildlife rehabilitation group of some 350
members which has been licensed by the Department of Environment Climate Change and Water
for 21 years to rescue, rehabilitate and release koalas in the local government areas of Ballina,
Byron, Kyogle, Lismore, Richmond Valley and Tweed.

We also engage in a range of activities which aims to protect and restore koala habitat in the
Northern Rivers, to educate the community about the fragile plight of the Region's remaining koala
populations and to assist research into Koala health and ecology. Our mission is conserving
koalas, particularly in the Northern Rivers Region of New South Wales, in recognition of the
contribution the species makes to Australia's biodiversity.

North−eastern New South Wales is recognised as a national stronghold for the Koala, although
clearing for agriculture and urbanization has escalated the rate of range contraction and the
decrease in occupancy rates, particularly in coastal areas.

The New South Wales Recovery Plan for the Koala (Recovery Plan) released towards the end of
2008 affirms the widely accepted key threatening process to the Koala on the Northern Rivers as
habitat loss through urban expansion. Indeed, the Plan singles out the dwindling Koala populations
in the region as a special cause for concern as the area once boasted large numbers of koalas.

We are making these general points to emphasise the compromised status of Koala in the coastal
areas of the Far North Coast.

We note that the subject site is located in the most easterly wildlife corridor on the Australian
mainland and that most of it is zoned for environmental protection (7(k) Habitat Zone) in the Byron
Local Environment Plan. This corridor is described as "...one of the few remaining coast to ranges
habitat corridors in the Far North Coast Region.... The corridor will be critical in terms of adaptation
to climate change change and linkages with the Great Eastern Ranges corridor."1

In May 2009 the Land & Environment Court found that Byron Shire Council's approval ofa
development application to hold a trial Splendour in the Grass Festival on the site was 'invalid and
of no effect' because this use is inconsistent with the objectives of the 7(k) Habitat Zone.

The present application proposes up to twelve (12) major event days annually (defined as 10,000+
patrons), plus four (4) event days annually (3,000−10,000 patrons); four (4) small event

1 DECC 2009, Draft Far North Coast Regional Conservation Plan, Department of Environment and Climate Change
NSW Sydney (p.36)

Volunteers conserving koalas and their habitat on the Northern Rivers.
Friends of the Koala services the local government areas of Ba//ina, Byron, Kyogle,

Lisrnore, Richmond Valley and Tweed.24 hour Koa|a Rescue and information It isamemberoftheNewSouth Wales Wildlife Council, Inc.
02 6622 1233

PO Box 5034
East usmore NSW 2480

info@fd endsofthekoala.orq
w'i!w.friendsol'thekoala.org



annually (300−3,000 patrons); and an unlimited number of minor events (less than 300 patrons).
These figures are exclusive of 'bump in' and 'bump out' requirements.

Leaving aside the issue of the purpose of the major projects assessment planning reforms (we are
skeptical that a cultural events site can be of such importance), the sheer magnitude of disturbance
to which the site will be exposed should the application succeed, substantially increases Friends of
the Koala's concerns for the potential detrimental impact on Koala. Those concerns we expressed
in January 2007, September 2007 and May 2008 are now far greater (see attachments which we
wish to be considered part of this submission).

We draw your attention to the publication A Review of the Effects of Human Instrusion and
Disturbance on Wildlife; Reference to a Proposed Permanent Cultural Events Site at Yelgun, NSW
by Andrew Benwell and David Scotts (2010) which draws on Australian and international research
to provide a comprehensive analysis of the ecological effects on native fauna and the surrounding
reserve system of a permanent festival site.

More important for the purposes of this submisssion is the Koala Habitat Assessment and
Monitoring Program 2010. Final Report to Bluesfest Pty Ltd by Marama Hopkins and Steve Phillips
(Biolink Ecological Consultants).

The Bluesfest music festival for which this study was approved was also held in coastal Byron
Shire, at Tygarah, between 1−5 April.

The study's purpose was to determine the influence of the festival on the ranging behaviour and
well being of resident koalas. Eleven koalas were radio−tracked for a six−month period, including
three months prior to and three months after the festival event. At least four of the six koalas for
which sufficient data was available demonstrated aversive behaviour during onsite works in the
days immediately prior to, and/or during the festival event itself. Six koalas died during the course
of the radio−tracking program, mortalities occurring prior to and following the festival period. Four
mortalities were attributed to disease noticed at capture; one may have been caused by capture
stress/myopathy and the other remained unknown.

The authors concluded "It is not known to what extent development works on the site leading up to
the festival period, or the festival period itself may have contributed to the mortality rate." (p.3)

The Northern Rivers' coastal koalas are already just hanging on. The potentially detrimental impact
that this application will have on the remnant koaia population known to occupy the local area
should not be assessed in isolation. This application is one of a mosaic (past and present), up
and down the coast, which is driving the rapid escalation in falling numbers referred to above.

We,thank you for the opportunity of expressing our views and respectfully urge you to refuse the
apI ilication.

)'(J |rs sincerely a
c

Lorraine Vass
President
15 November 2010

S
" i Volunteers conserving koalas and their habitat on the Northern Rivers.
Friends of the Koala services the local government areas of Ballina, Byron, Kyogle,

Lismore, Richmond Valley and Tweed.
It is a member of the New South Wales Wildlife Council, Inc.



General Manager
Byron Shire Council
PC Box 219
MULLUMBIMBY NSW 2482

email: council@byron.nsw.qov.au

Dear Madam

Ref: DA 10.2007.462.1 Amended Proposal: Splendour in the Grass (SIG), Pacific
Highway/Jones Road, Wooyung

Friends of the Koala, Inc. is a wildlife rehabilitation group with an energetic involvement in
habitat restoration and enhancement as well as research, community education and advocacy.
Our mission is Conserving koalas, particularly in the Northern Rivers Region of New South
Wales, in recognition of the contribution the species makes to Australia's biodiversity. We have
been pursuing this aim for some 22 years.

We appreciate the opportunity to make this submission on the Amended Splendour in the
Grass Proposal and trust that it will be considered, in conjunction with our original submission
of 27 September 2007, so that all the points we raise are taken into account.

As a general statement we find little of substance in this amendment. Neither the Species
Impact Statement we asked for, nor any other comprehensive, reliable assessments of
proposed impacts have been forthcoming. Whilst the ecological assessment includes a seven−
part test for the koala, the test is inadequate and in places incorrect Thus this amended
proposal is merely tweaking a flawed development which, quite frankly, is located in the wrong
place for the Shire's koala populations which are already 'on the brink'.

The specifics of our objection to the Amended Proposal are:

The proposed Marshalls Ridge (Jones Road) 'overpass' is located in a 7(k) Habitat Zone and is
contrary to the zone's objectives and the special provisions of clause 38A (Cross Hatching
(CH)) of the Byron Local Environment Plan as the crossing will be permanent infrastructure
requiring tree removal, earthworks, cut and fill, rock walls, culverts, etc. which will severely
impact on a regionally significant wildlife corridor which enables the movement of animals.

The assessment of the barrier effect resulting of the proposed 'overpass' crossing
is completely inadequate. The author of the ecological assessment bases his
entire assessment on a 3 day effect which is clearly incorrect. The barrier effect will
be far more substantial than assessed. The DA is unambiguous that a substantial
'bump in' and 'bump out' period is required and that period of time will be at least
one month if not longer.

24 hour Koala Rescue and
02 6622 1233

PO Box 5034
East Lismore NSW 2480

The seven−part test for the koala is incorrect. At clause d(ii) the ecological
assessment incorrectly states that no area of habitat for the koala is likely to
become fragmented or isolated from other areas of habitat as a result of the
proposed action. This is incorrect and invalidated because an area of habitat will
~?~−.fraagrgted and isolated.

Friends of the Koala, Inc. is a member
of the NS W Wildlife Council, Inc.



Further, at clause f the assessment does not identify the Threat Abatement Plan or
the Draft Recovery Plan relevant to the Koala. The proposed road 'overpass' is not
consistent with the Threat Abatement Plan or the Draft Recovery Plan for the
species. In this regard the ecologically assessment again is incorrect.

There is not adequate data to assess that a significant impact on the koala asa
result of the proposed development is not likely to occur and the assessment is too
flawed to be relied upon.

In conclusion, Friends of the Koala is very disappointed in the calibre of the impacts
assessment work in relation to the koala. The application brings into question the proponent's
intentions and capacity to address sensitively the footprint of this trial event.

Again we urge Council to insist that the developer prepares a Species Impact Statement before
further consideration is given to the venture.

Yours sincerely

Lorraine Vass
President
14 May 2008

Friends of the Koala, Inc. is a member
of the NS W Wildlife Council, Inc.



General Manager
Byron Shire Council
PO Box 219
MULLUMBIMBY NSW 2482

Dear Madam

Re: DA 10.2007.462.1: Temporary Place of Assembly with camping and associated
infrastructure − 2008 Splendour in the Grass Festival: Lots 46,402,403,404, 410 DP: 755687;
Lots: 2, 12: DP 848618; Lots: 10, 12 DP 875112; Lot: 30 DP: 880376; Lot 102 DP: 1001878

Friends of the Koala appreciates the opportunity to make this submission in regard to the above
development application.

In preparing the submission we are taking into account that whilst Byron Shire Council is to be
commended on the standard of its environmental strategies, it has not yet developeda
Comprehensive Koala Plan of Management. Nor is there data on the overall status of the local
government area's koala populations.

We have noted the conclusions of the Ecological Assessment required by part 5A of the EP &A
Act 1979 and of the Koala Survey and Koala Plan of Management required by SEPP 44. Our
response is to continue to urge Council to proceed with extreme caution for the following reasons.

(a) It seems to us that the nature of the application, being for a single event (although the scale of
investment in infrastructure suggests long−term expectations), and the nature of the event itself has
put the consulting ecologists in the unenviable position of having to resort to making generalized
statements that indicate they really do not know what adverse effects are likely to arise for any of
the threatened fauna species identified on the site.

(b) The evidence provided indicates only minor koala occupation of the site at present. For
precisely that reason we argue that each animal is especially significant. We also point out that the
winter months are not the optimal time for surveying koalas.

(c) Should consent be given to the application we acknowledge that although invasive, the
monitoring strategies detailed for koalas will be necessary. Determining the impact from the event
itself as well as the pre−event activities will be crucial. For various reasons we have concerns that
the results may not be conclusive.

24 hour Koaia Rescue and information
02 6622 1233

PO Box 5034
East Lismore NSW 2480
inln@i:riendsofth eko)ala.or (j
/v t'vev.hfien dsofthekoi/].of( i



In conclusion we can only remind Council that given the koala's vulnerable status in New South
Wales (we do not know whether its status within the Byron local government area matches this
classification), and the lack of scientific data on the possible effects of very loud noise and intense
intrusion, the precautionary principle must prevail.

The Koala Survey and Koala Plan of Management are adequate and appropriate as far as they go.
In our view, a comprehensive study is still necessary and securing linkages between areas of
habitat should also be taken into consideration. We therefore expect Council to insist that the
developer prepares a Species Impact Statement before the proposal goes any further.

Yours faithfully

Lorraine Vass
President
27 September 2007



General Manager
Byron Shire Council
PO Box 219
MULLUMBIMBY NSW 2482

Dear Madam

Re: DA/Parcel nos: 10.2006.749.1 − Splendour in the Grass, Jones Road, Pacific Highway,
WOOYUNG

Friends of the Koala's 250 members hold grave concerns about the future of the koala population
which is known to range through the site of the Yelgun Cultural and Event Centre proposed for the
Tweed Valley Way and Jones Road site.

Whilst the development application's ecological assessment (S. 6.2.24 Seven Part Test for the
Koala) acknowledges the presence of koalas, there appears to have been only the most pedestrian
assessment of their presence and of the likely impact on them of the amplified lights and
movement of people and vehicles which will occur during periods when the festival is being held.

Indeed, the application states that "...detailed information on the status and ecology of this
population is unavailable" and that this is because "No systematic fauna surveys were conducted
for this assessment".

Given the size of the event footprint and the high conservation value vegetation of the forest blocks
(all forest vegetation within the footprint is mapped as koala habitat in the Byron Shire Council
Biodiversity Conservation Strategy, 2004, with the drier floodplain forest and forest red gum
dominated forests of the eastern portions of Property 2A mapped at the highest quality habitat for
koalas), the absence of systematic fauna surveys is entirely unacceptable.

Friends of the Koala implores Council to insist upon a rigorous koala survey to determine the size
and fecundity of the population within and adjacent to the Splendour in the Grass site, their home
ranges mapped and the occurrence of mothers with young recorded before the proposal is given
further consideration.

Without such study there is no possible way of knowing whether the koala population will be put at
further risk by the development as it is presently proposed.

Yours sincerely

Lorraine Vass
24 hour Koala Rpf6,~ßettd information
02 6622 1233 28 January 2007
PO Box 5034
East Lismore NSW 2480
into@FriendsolUhekoala org
www.iriend so i−Ihekoa[a.ora



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2, 2010

Objections to Proposal09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

1strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Park!ands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would resultfrom a permanent festival site atNorth Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area,Noise from heavily amplifiedanusic, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature ofthe events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will.pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environrnent Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was"invalid and of no−effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the,judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09−0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reservethe government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely asit will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly thne. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours

j~



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2, 2010

Objections to Proposal 09.0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a perrnanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplifiedanusic, artificial Iights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be−allowed in an area of such egyironmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", willpose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environrnent Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of noteffect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given thpjugicial desfsion about a one−off trial event.

/
/

/'Yours Sincerely /



Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

I strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing rny opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name: ,i~'I •
Ü bI~ ~ ~ )− ~'~

Address: e/a Cad'y Le~
'Ja y ges 647

−



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2, 2010

t

Objections to Proposal09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

i strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Park!ands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplifiedanusic, artificial Iights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be− allowed in an area of such ea_yironmental and ecological
sensitivity.

Theproposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature ofthe events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the,judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

l November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Yours Sincerely



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

r

Objections to Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following

reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely

p*



l November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09.0028 − Perrnanent Festival Site at Yelgun

i strongly object to the establishment of a perrnanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. It is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgel, Yelgun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
permanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention
as a result.



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

l November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
,Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc, will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Yo_urscSincerely~
....



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

l November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Yours Sincerely



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09_002$ − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09−0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire,

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours

V M LE LEErwncl



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudge! Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
payin.g visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Yours Sincerely~

', i



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09.0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours



1 November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re : Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Ca.nal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Yours Sincerel_y_y



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

l November 2010

Re: Proposal 09−−0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Yours_ Sincerely



l November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09.0028 − Perrnanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. It is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgel, Yelgun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
permanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention
as a result.



1 November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. It is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgel, Yelgun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
permanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention

as a result.



1 November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. It is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgel, Yeigun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
permanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention
as a result.



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

1 November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Yout;s_Sincerely



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.−

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Sptendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

l November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons,

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek,. Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed,

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Yours Sincerely



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

1 November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Yours Sincerely



1 November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. It is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas~ Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgel, Yelgun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
permanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention
as a result.
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November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09.0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area wiU affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2, 2010

Objections to Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely

A



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a perrnanent, year−round festival site ori the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Sptendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours
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The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

1 November 2010

Re: Proposal 09−−0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Yours Sincerelyy



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09−0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely asit will affect the wildlife,

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours



Dear Major Projects Office:

l have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

l strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
° the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activityfor this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

l do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:
Address:

Date: / 6~ / l' lO,



Dear Major Projects Office:

l have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However,I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

I strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent. unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activiO,for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

1 do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:
Address:

Date:



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2, 2010

Objections to Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Park!ands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely



Dear Major Projects Office:

l have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

l strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of tire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
° the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent. unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activityfor this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year ( Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

l do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:
Address:

Date:
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Dear Major Projects Office:

l have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

l strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
° the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:
Address:

Date: // − /O



Dear Major Projects Office:

l have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

l strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
+ the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and olTthroughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of tire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activityfor this site. The app|icants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

1 do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:
Address:
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Dear Major Projects Office:

l have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

l strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of tire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency. including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent. unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activityfor this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

l do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly !

Name:
Address:

Date: % −' U'\ " \ ~
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Dear Major Projects Office:

t have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

l strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of tire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
− the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent. unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activityfbr this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

l do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However. it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:
Address: −_j

Date: / f~− " i / t 0



Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it,

I strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09.0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours

3 Clo:
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Dear Major Projects Office:

l have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However,I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

l strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
° the greatly increased risk of tire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activityfor this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

l do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly !

Name:
A ddress:

Date:
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Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reeding it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

I strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name: '7c−~ ~ lto ~
Address: O Om$4 mb

Date: 16 (t−~ e
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Dear Major Projects Office:

l have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

I strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:
Address: "

Date:



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09−0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishrnent of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09.0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know wha,t this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours
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November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09_002$ − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g„ three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours

/



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09−0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area wiU affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours
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Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

I strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Address: ~:, ,−~ 1−−~ / 3−−:,~

Date: t / .#'~ [(;)



Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

I strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:
Address:

Date:



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours
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November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours
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The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2, 2010

Objections to Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishrnent of a perrnanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state shoul.. not~ ow rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely
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1 November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yeigun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. It is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgel, Yelgun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
permanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention
as a result.
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November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Objections to Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the− following

reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival

site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely
J

i



Dear Major Projects Office:

l have only recently learned about the proposed year−mund "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

l strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
* the damage that wil inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of tire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activityfor this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year ( Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

l do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name: 3− V,4ker

Address: \%r− com 40

Date: it,~ / [~ 1%~\0



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2, 2010

Objections to Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely



Dear Major Projects Office:

l have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

l strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency. including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
° the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent. unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activityfor this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year ( Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

l do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:
A ddress: _,.

Date:
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Dear Major Projects Offee:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

I strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activiO'for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

l do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:
A ddress:
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Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However,I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

I strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Date:
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Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However,I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

I strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
° the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
° the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Date: i to −
N − bo
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Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However, I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

I strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:

Address:

Date:
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Dear Major Projects Office:

I have only recently learned about the proposed year−round "cultural events site" at
Yelgun (Major Projects Proposal 09−0028) and have been able to learn about only parts
of the material that is on exhibition. Reading it all will be impossible! However,I
understand enough of what is being proposed to be completely against it.

I strongly object to all of the following:
• the increased traffic that will have negative impacts across the north of the shire
• the enormous crowds that will be on the site on and off throughout the year (and that

will disturb our quiet residential neighbourhoods)
• the damage that will inevitably occur to the Wildlife Corridor and Nature Reserve

that are right next door to the proposed festival site
• the greatly increased risk of fire that could well threaten homes in the vicinity, thanks

to their allowing smoking and camping on site and having bonfires
• the inadequate plans for evacuation in an emergency, including the use of the Ocean

Shores Country Club as an evacuation centre
• the inadequate plans for dealing with flooding (on a site that is highly prone to

frequent, unpredictable flooding)

Bottom line: This is the wrong activity for this site. The applicants don't have to have
festivals on this site. They were at Belongil Fields for many years and went elsewhere
this year (Woodford). They can and should find a different site that is better suited to
what they want to do.

I do not have the time to send a detailed response to you expressing my opinion and am
thus sending you this letter that has been prepared by others. However, it expresses my
feelings exactly!

Name:
Address:

Date:



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

1

Objections to Proposal 09.0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, yeat−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a"massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely

,7'



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2, 2010

r

Objections to Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Park!ands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environrnent Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

l November 2010

Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

! strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. It is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgel, Yelgun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
permanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivais and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention
as a result.

J' i ~' y J/



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Objections to Proposal 09.0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival síte on the
property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons,

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event~

Yours Sincerely

Gus



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

1 November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by thg proposed numerous events

Yours Sincerely



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Objections to Proposal 09.0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons,

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely



l November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

i strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. It is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgel, Yelgun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
permanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention
as a result. a



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

1 November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste dispoga~ l, water and sewage, etc. will all be

eventsnume r ousseverely taxed by t;1ù2e proposed numerous events

.... A ~JYours Sincer_ely
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Director of Regional Projects
Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
Sydney, NSW 2001

12th November 2010

Dear Sir,

I wish to record my objection to the development of a major events venue at Yelgun by North
Byron Parklands.

The reasons for my objections are as follows:

1. The proposed venue site is next to an established wildlife corridor. Thousands of
people and vehicles for many days a year will seriously impact on or destroy already
fragile wildlife populations.

2. The designated camping and parking areas are flood prone.
3. The proposed traffic engineering is totally inadequate for the number of vehicles

attendant on even a moderate festival and would cause serious disruptions to local
traffic as well as those wishing to access the venue.

4. The north of Byron Shire is a residential area. The proposed venue is too close to this
significant residential complex. As Byron Bay wishes to promote itself as a party
town they should not try to export all the associated problems to the north of the shire.
There are plenty of areas designated for such uses in and around Byron Bay.

Sincerely

Wynne Hall

4 Kanandah Court

Ocean Shores, NSW 2483



The Director of Regional Projects,

Department of Planning,

G.P.O.Box 39,

SYDNEY 2001.

Dear Sir,

Re; North Byron Parklands,

Splendor in the Grass Festival,

l wish to have my objections to this and any other mega festivals proposed for the North Byron Shire
noted on the following grounds •

The site is environmentally inappropriate.

It will cause traffic disruption on large scales in surrounding small towns such as Brunswick Heads and
Billinudgel.

Whether 50,000 or 10,000, that many visitors invading a highly valued area of conservation will
destroy it.

Very loud music bright lights and heavy traffic are not conducive to retaining and preserving either the
wild life in this area or the gentle way of life chosen by the residents of the Northern Rivers around
Yelgun and North Byron Shire.

Once approval has been given for the Splendor Concert, a precedent has been set for other concerts
with possibly larger nurnbers of people to follow This is against the policiies of our Shire Council and
the wishes of residents who have moved to this area for the peace and natural attributes.

The residents are not so materialistic that they can be bribed and induced to take the festival
managements money and loose their precious and unique way of life. The cost is too high. And while
there is and always has been unemployment in the area, the jobs we want are to do with conservation
and ecology primary industries., small businesses and light industry.



The secondary problems are also unwanted in the shire ie alcohol with the related bad behavior,
drugs and strangers wandering through our small towns day and night. We have very very few police to
deal with any behavioural problems in the Northern area of the Shire..

l advise the management to consider another site far away from this lovely area, one out west where
there is open space and few inhabitants.

This is my home area where I have moved to for the beauty of nature, the peace and gentle way of life.
The management has shown gross errors of judgement in proposing to invade this area as nature can
never be replicated and will be destroyed forever. What for ? for one companysgreed.

Mrs Robin Baker,

40 The Terrace

BRUNSWICK HEADS 2483



The Director of Regional Projects,
Department of Planning,
GPO Box39,
SYDNEY NSW 2001

8/10 Balemo Drive
Ocean Shores NSW 2483
Phone & Fax 02 66802114
Email ~)utcl~_2G~bigp or1d co~u

Re North Byron Parklands Event Site Development Proposal (Yelgun)

As a nearby resident & home owner I wish to place on record my
opposition to the development & operation of the above site in the
peaceful rural location on the boundary of the township of Ocean
Shores. I will outline my specific objections below:

1. Ocean Shores township is heavily composed of retiree residents
or people close to retirement who have mostly moved from the
big cities to escape the 'crush' traffic & noise of those places.
Allowing the busy, frequently used, event site at Yelgun, less
than a kilometre from Ocean Shores will, in large part, destroy
that harmony. I consider such an intrusion to be tantamount to a
form of trespassing in that the noise & traffic regularly
generated from the activities conducted will be an unacceptable
intrusion to the vast majority of local inhabitants − & they
number in the thousands in the Ocean Shores, South Golden
Beach &New Brighton areas. In other words the proposed site is
too close to a heavily populated residential area.

2. Facing the reality of activities of the type of events this event
site is designed for will inevitably mean a significant rise in
crime − drug taking & selling, excessive alcohol consumption &
its attendant violence & road safety concerns for instance. This
together with the vast increase in vehicular traffic will serve to
make for almost nightmare road conditions at event times on
access & local road locations. I believe the pressure on police
resources will also be significant − not to mention cost to the



public purse. I understand that events such as The Splendor in
the Grass festival will cater for in excess of 20,000 & perhaps
50,000 patrons. It's no wonder that such an influx of people will
inevitably lead to some local residents selling up & moving
away. Of course real estate prices will fall & home owners will
lose out significantly. And all this so that mostly young people
can 'have a good time' for a few days − but not once or twice per
year but many times with smaller events (doof parties etc.) also
catered for.

3. I believe many other objections have been put forward & I don't
propose to raise them here with the exception of the obvious
point concerning the flood−prone nature of the proposed site. It
seems to me that to obviate such flooding will be impossible
due to the low−lying nature of the location. As an employee at 3
country offices of the Soil Conservation Service of NSW over 20
years I gained a good idea of catchment conditions, erosion &
water effects on land & its uses. The Yelgun site, good
agricultural land for some primary farming uses is certainly not
appropriate for the accommodation of large numbers of people
to inhabit & congregate intensely for days at a time.

Finally I implore you to weigh up the negative aspects of this
proposal & to understand that such undesirable points more
than mitigate against approval for this event site. I believe the
local Byron Shire Council opposes approval for the development
to proceed & with their intimate knowledge of the area in
question the state government should accept their ruling in this
CaSe.

Yours faithfully,



Department of Planning

59 Crabbes Ck
Crabbes Creek
NSW 2483
11 − 11 −2010

Road

The Director of Regional Projects,

Dear Sir,
We wish to protest strongly about having 'Splendour' events at the proposed

Yelgun / Wooyung site.

Living at Crabbes Creek and wanting to go about our normal business in Brunswick
Heads, Ocean Shores, Mullumbimby or anywhere South, would be bedlam for us and other
people living North of that site. The numbers proposed to be attending would bea
nightmare on that narrow single−lane road for Police, Ambulances, Fire Brigade and S.E.S.
as well as local traffic.

Even a bigger problem would be campers looking for higher ground for the duration
of each Event, ( and just how many of these events will there be ?? Certainly not just the
one as was first mentioned ! ). We just have to think back to 5 years ago when all cattle
had to be taken off that site with flood water 60cm − 1metre deep over the whole flat area
for more than two weeks. We have vacant acres right next to our house and it would bea
worry to us to have campers and druggies invading that land, which has happened before,
with bottles smashed in the Creek, rubbish everywhere and making a ruckus every night.

We think we live in one of the best areas of the State and can't see how the Flora
and Fauna would not be affected in a disastrous way as well.

We also thought that that particular piece of land was bought in a very under−handed
way, with presumptions that Byron Shire Council could be swayed and that the Yelgun
land would eventually be passed for the Splendour and such−like events, which is just what
seems to be happening now. Why else would such a huge amount of money have been
paid to purchase it ??

We moved here for a peaceful existence and if this proposal goes ahead that peace
would be shattered.

Yours sincerely,

Kingsley & Marion GEORGE
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To

The Director of Regional Projects (09−0028)
GPO Box 39
Sydney 2001

We object most strenuously to the above development application for the following reasons.

1. It is ILLEGAL. It is a misuse of the part of the Part 3A planning legislation and contrary to to
the intent of the legislation The proponents intent is merely a means of circumventing the
Land & Environment ruling that found that the proposed road network is not permissible within
a 7K habitat zone.The current DA is exactly the same one that the L&E court ruled was
unlawful and the proponents think they can disregard the court ruling by having approval
granted under 3A planning legislation to in effect rezone the land by default. If granted by the
State Government this will lead to further Higher Court Action.

2. On environmental grounds alone this massive proposal should be refused outright.The
Billinudgel Reserve has been the subject of 2 commissions of inquiry and the recent L&E court
decision clearly recognized the environmental significance of then LAST WILDLIFE
CORRIDOR on the North Coast. If approved the events site would have a catastrophic and
permanent degradation of the entire eco system in the North of the State. Many endangered and
threatened species of Flora and Fauna exist in this area only because the State Government has
spent millions of dollars protection it To allow such a massive disruption of the environment
after spending taxpayers money would be nothing short of criminal.

3. The site is totally INAPPROPRIATE. Flooding and fires are regular events in this area The
safety of patrons at such a huge site with upwards of 50,000 people would be severely
threatened during a fire or flood emergency. The State Government would be failing in the duty
of care if approval was granted.

4. The so called financial benefit to the community that would flow on is nothing more than a
smoke and mirrors exercise. A few already wealthy promoters and alcohol suppliers will
benefit at the expense of thousands of local people who live adjacent to the site.

5. Traffic chaos will result when any event is staged ( 4 50,000 events a year with an unlimited
10,000 or less events a year). Traffic will be gridlocked throughout the entire north of the shire
and south of Tweed Shire. The Pacific Highway WILL be severely impacted with the very real
likelihood of major motor vehicle accidents, resulting in INJURY and DEATH. Fire, Police and
Ambulance services would not be able to respond in case of emergency.

6. Social impacts to the local community will be intolerable The area in question is a quiet rural
community with the large urban area of Ocean Shores and Billinudgel abutting the proposed
site The demographics of the rock concert festival goers lends itself to illegal kerb side
camping and illegal house letting in the community. Drunkardness and drug abuse are rife at
these concerts as evidenced by past events held at Byron Bay, yet these events were only held
once a year and at greatly reduced numbers.



The Byron Shire Council states that it is trying to promote family tourism which is high
yield,low impact to the community This proposal is high impact low yield to the community
on a massive and permanent scale. It must be noted Brandon Saul who is the largest shareholder
in North Byron Shire Parklands, is also Vice Chair of the Regional Tourism Body and has
clearly been exerting influence on the Regional Director Russell Mills to lobby the Minister
for Tourism on his behalf. The ethics of this influence is at best questionable if not bordering on
corruption, in our opinion.

SUMMARY

Byron Shire already has an approved Festival Site at Tyagarah We are not opposed to festivals
as such but the scale number of events and the total unsuitability of this site demands that the
proposal be refused. Since December 2006 my wife and I have lived with this threat to our
lifestyle and amenity and it has caused us a great deal of stress so much so we have left the area
that we loved so much but we will continue to oppose this totally inappropriate proposal and
with the aid of others we will take legal action should the State Government grant approval.

Chris & Julie Coady

97 Bulby Close

Wang Wauk 2423

Formerly of

129 Yelgun Road

Yelgun



) " i ....

,; 7;7 ........

........................ : .......................................







Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW1001

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Application No. 09_0028
Cultural Events Site, Ye!gun
•Splendourin the Grass

We make the following submissions:−

1, We do not support the Application and strongly objectto it.

The reasons we object to it are as follows:−

(a) There will be major traffic problems,

(b) The property is prone to flooding.

(c) There is little or no benefit to the coramunity.

(d) The noise will interfere with peacefull and quite enjoyment and will
disrupt the animal and bird life.

(e) This is a sensitive ecological site will suffer damage,

(f) A Judge of the District Court was highly critical of the proposed
development citing that the site was not an appropriate place.
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Depanment of P].anning
GPO Box >,;~
STDN24Y NSW 2001

Dear SidMadam

Re: Application No. 09_0028

Splendour in the Grass

We make the following sub,missions:−

L We do not support the Applic
........ stron,gly objectto it

2. The reasons we object to i.t are a−[s follows:

(a) There will be .major tudfic problems,

(b) The property is prone to floodtng.t" r,

(e) There is little or no bene:6t to the comtminity.

(d) The noise will interfere with peaceful and quite enjoyment
disrupt the atüma] and bird iffe,

(e) This is a sensitive ecological site wiU suffer dam~age,

ix) A L~.dge −−~" the District ""−"ct Court was high].y critieal of the(f) A Judge oJf the Distri

developn_~ent oiting that the site was not an appropriate place.

and w t;.:.

proposed
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Dep at....t of .,lanning

GPO Box 39
OJSITYTèTK7 17 Nien? ~ ", ~.t

Dear Sir/Madam~_

Re: Application No... 09_0028
Cultural Events Site, Yelgan
Splendour in the Grass

We make the _
following subniission,_s:−

L We do not support the Application a dn .tro.g.y tobjecto it

2. The reasons we object to i ......... "=t are− as follows:

(a) There will be. major traffic problems,.

(b) The pro,perty is prone tO ßooding.

(e) There is little or no benefit to the conununity.

(d) The noi.se will interfere with p~_,eac,_,nn~: and quite enjoyment and wiU.
disrupt the animal and bird ]:;fes

(el) This is a sensitive ecological site wilJ. suffer damage.

(f) k −; ... ~ ct Court was high].y criticai of the proposed(f) A, J,uu.adggee o o~f: t mhee D Diissttririct −"−
development c...<t:~ing~. th at the site was not an appro',priate pl .ace.



Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2001

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Application No. 09_0028
Cultural Events Site, Yelgun.
−Splendour in the Grass

We make the following submissions:−

1. We do not support the Application and strongly objectto it

The reasons we object to it are as follows:−2..

(a) There will be major traffic problems,

(b) The property is prone to flooding.

(c) There is little or no benefit to the coronamity.

(d) The noise will interfere with peaceful and quite enjoyment and will
disrupt the animal and bird life,

(e) This is a sensitive ecological site will suffer damage.

(f) A Judge of the District Court was highly cri:tical of the proposed
development citing that the site was not an appropriate place.
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Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW2001

Dear Sir/Madam

Re; Application No. 09_0028
Cultural Events Site, Yelgun
•Splendourin the Grass

We make the following submissions:−

−1.
r~
/.

We do not support the Application and strongly ob.ject to it.

The reasons we object to it are as follows:−

(a) There will be maior traffic problems.

(b) The property is prone to flooding.

(c) There is little or no benefit to the comnatmity.

(d) The noise will interfere with peaceful and quite enjoymen,
disrupt the animal and bird life.

(e) This is a sensitive ecological site will suffer damage.

(f) A Judge of the District Court was highly critical of the
develop~.ment citing that the site was not an appropriate place.

enjoyment and will

proposed



Application No.
Location

09 0028
Part lots 46, 402, 403, & 404 DP 755687;
Part lot 10 DP 875112;
Part Lots 2 & 12 DP 848618;
Part Lot 30 DP 880376;
Part Lot 102 DP 1001878 & Lot 1 DP 1145020−

Tweed Valley Way & Jones Rd; Yelgun

I am writing in regards the submission by Billinudgel Property Pty Ltd for the use of
North Byron Parklands as a Cultural Events Centre .... of which I totally disapprove of for these
reason
1) I find it a total disregard of the zoning for this area set out by local & state government.
We all when purchasing property were aware of the zoning, and no other land owners have been
able to do otherwise.
2) There is a nature reserve which runs through this property which is regarded as highly
sensitive. The wildlife is not really compatible with large numbers of people, noise & lighting &
no matter how many trees planted will change this. Already Doofs have been barred from the
local forrests for similar reasons. Again it goes against State Law
3) Knowing the terrain & how quickly it can flood in our area overnight without warning it
would be impossible to move large numbers of people from camping areas to cars & off the
property. Also the area is on the high risk zone for fires, peat fires have caused problems to the
Ocean Shores community in recent years.
4) Traffic management would be a nightmare for residents coming & going from our valley.
An option they touted was to have passes to go in & out of the valley. Does this help us get in &
out to work or deal with our everyday comings & goings or sudden emergency, it will be a
gridlock.. at Woodford traffic was backed up for 6 hours, this will cut of a lot of residents north
& south over peak festival time.
5) Byron Bay has become the mecca tourist town where partying &holiday letting has
become a real issue, Brunswick & outlying towns of the shire have learnt from this & as so
many young people feel Byron should be where it stays most of the rest of the shire feel the
same way. The amenities are there & also we have one permanent festival site at Tyagarah
which is enough for this shire to sustain.
6) 50,000 people have been proposed as maximum numbers, 4 mega festivals, 4 at 10,000,
& small events unlimited. Most of the residents live here because we like the peace of country
living & care about our environment. I have read The Parklands proposal and see it as all gloss.
They have not made contact with the community personally, and our amenities will be stretched
passed limit and I fear that if this proposal it passed our lifestyles will be changed forever for the
worst.

Regards
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The Director of Regional Projects (09_0028)

~=~ I ~−−~
We live in a normally quiet residential street in Ocean Shores.

On Sunday night (Nov 7th) at about 10.30 pm 3 drug fuelled hoons

screeching obscenities, destroyed our large solid letterbox with a metal

bar (picture attached).
Our next−door neighbours, retirees on one side and parents of infant

children on the other, fronted us the next morning in a state of shock.

None of us called the police because;

1. There are none readily available

2. Repercussions by the offenders

3. It was dark and identification would be impossible

If 3 can create this havoc. What could 30,000 + do?

We are pleading do not approve Splendour in the Grass at Yelgun, next

to our suburb.

Regards, se
.x

Resident
;7''

P.S. Please keep the following confidential.

My Name: John Mutton 70 yrs
14 Tongarra Drive
Ocean Shores NSW

Retired Architect

2483

Department of Planning
Received

1 6 NOV 2010

Scanning Room

PCU016725PCU016725
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My name is Patricia Stupka and I live at 111 Yelgun Road ,Yelgun and I object to allowing the splendour
in the grass to conduct
festivals at Yelgun. The chosen festival site is completely unstuitable for the following reasons: the place
is always under wate in heavy rain,
the entrance into the planned carpark is opposit the only entrance into the Yelgun valley ,where there are
more than 20 residential homes with
at least 100 residents. During the festival it would be impossible for these people to access essential
services including medicalhelp.
Then there is the environmental destruction that is inevitable with such large gathering of people. There is
a wildlife corridor through the place
which animals use to travel from the west to coastal areas. We are seeing fewer and fewer koalas and the
impact on our birds and other animals
would be devastating.
Please do not let this happen, there are already a large number of festivals and happenings in the Byron
Bay area with increasing numbers of tourists.
Please protect our quite areas as there is a diminishing number of them. Thank you.

'P' ......mc~.h../

1 of 1 11/11/2010 9:07 Al



Ozigo Tyre&
Mechanical

Ph: 02 6680 9865
Corner Ewingsdale Rd & Bayshore Drive

Byron Bay 2481

Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2001

Dear sir/madam

Re. North Byron Parklands development "Cultural Events Site, Yelgun 09_0028"
I would like to show my support for the project and would encourage the
department to approve the application.

As an employer in the Byron shire I am concerned that currently the view &
culture of a few (vocal) residents and the council is putting at risk our business
viability and economically our lovely area is slipping into recession as a result.

The loss of the Splendor in the grass festival has caused severe financial losses
for many during the winter months when we need it most, so the return of this
festival alone is essential.

The Byron shire is an arts and cultural destination, I believe that the North Byron
parklands project suits our community values, I know the area where the site is
located and know of the efforts and commitment by the developers to ameliorate
the area and can see that the developers have considered environmental issues
such as wild life corridors, land usage limits and bush regeneration.

Please don't make a decision that will further dilute our already fragile economy

Yours faithfully

Proprietor
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Application No.
Location

09 0028
Part lots 46, 402, 403, & 404 DP 755687;
Part lot 10 DP 875112;
Part Lots 2 & 12 DP 848618;
Part Lot 30 DP 880376;
Part Lot 102 DP 1001878 & Lot 1 DP 1145020−

Tweed Valley Way & Jones Rd; Yelgun

I am writing in regards the submission by Billinudgel Property Pty Ltd for the use of
North Byron Parklands as a Cultural Events Centre ...of which I totally disapprove of for these
reason
1) I find it a total disregard of the zoning for this area set out by local & state government.
We all when purchasing property were aware of the zoning, and no other land owners have been
able to do otherwise.
2) There is a nature reserve which runs through this property which is regarded as highly
sensitive. The wildlife is not really compatible with large numbers of people, noise & lighting &
no matter how many trees planted will change this. Already Doofs have been barred from the
local forrests for similar reasons. Again it goes against State Law
3) Knowing the terrain & how quickly it can flood in our area overnight without warning it
would be impossible to move large numbers of people from camping areas to cars & off the
property. Also the area is on the high risk zone for fires, peat fires have caused problems to the
Ocean Shores community in recent years.
4) Traffic management would be a nightmare for residents coming & going from our valley.
An option they touted was to have passes to go in & out of the valley. Does this help us get in &
out to work or deal with our everyday comings & goings or sudden emergency, it will be a
gridlock.. at Woodford traffic was backed up for 6 hours, this will cut of a lot of residents north
& south over peak festival time.
5) Byron Bay has become the mecca tourist town where partying &holiday letting has
become a real issue, Brunswick & outlying towns of the shire have learnt from this & as so
many young people feel Byron should be where it stays most of the rest of the shire feel the
same way. The amenities are there & also we have one permanent festival site at Tyagarah
which is enough for this shire to sustain.
6) 50,000 people have been proposed as maximum numbers, 4 mega festivals, 4 at 10,000,
& small events unlimited. Most of the residents live here because we like the peace of country
living & care about our environment. I have read The Parklands proposal and see it as all gloss.
They have not made contact with the community personally, and our amenities will be stretched
passed limit and I fear that if this proposal it passed our lifestyles will be changed forever for the
wor st.

Regards
~~.−~"−−−..'.

.17



Application No.
Location

09 0028
Part lots 46, 402, 403, & 404 DP 755687;
Part lot 10 DP 875112;
Part Lots 2 & 12 DP 848618;
Part Lot 30 DP 880376;
Part Lot 102 DP 1001878 & Lot 1 DP 1145020−

Tweed Valley Way & Jones Rd; Yelgun

I am writing in regards the submission by Billinudgel Property Pty Ltd for the use of
North Byron Parklands as a Cultural Events Centre .... of which I totally disapprove of for these
reason
1) I find it a total disregard of the zoning for this area set out by local & state government.
We all when purchasing property were aware of the zoning, and no other land owners have been
able to do otherwise.
2) There is a nature reserve which runs through this property which is regarded as highly
sensitive. The wildlife is not really compatible with large numbers of people, noise & lighting &
no matter how many trees planted will change this. Already Doofs have been barred from the
local forrests for similar reasons. Again it goes against State Law
3) Knowing the terrain & how quickly it can flood in our area overnight without warning it
would be impossible to move large numbers of people from camping areas to cars & off the
property. Also the area is on the high risk zone for fires, peat fires have caused problems to the
Ocean Shores community in recent years.
4) Traffic management would be a nightmare for residents coming & going from our valley.
An option they touted was to have passes to go in & out of the valley. Does this help us get in&
out to work or deal with our everyday comings & goings or sudden emergency, it will bea
gridlock.. at Woodford traffic was backed up for 6 hours, this will cut of a lot of residents north
& south over peak festival time.
5) Byron Bay has become the mecca tourist town where partying &holiday letting has
become a real issue, Brunswick & outlying towns of the shire have learnt from this & as so
many young people feel Byron should be where it stays most of the rest of the shire feel the
same way. The amenities are there & also we have one permanent festival site at Tyagarah
which is enough for this shire to sustain.
6) 50,000 people have been proposed as maximum numbers, 4 mega festivals, 4 at 10,000,
& small events unlimited. Most of the residents live here because we like the peace of country
living & care about our environment. I have read The Parklands proposal and see it as all gloss.
They have not made contact with the community personally, and our amenities will be stretched
passed limit and I fear that if this proposal it passed our lifestyles will be changed forever for the
worst.

Regards y, y, ^„a



l/llf/llllillllll/llill101 Yankee Creek Road
Mullumbimby NSW 2482

November 7, 2010

Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Dear Sir/Madam,

Re: Application no 09 0028 Cultural Events Site, Yeigun

Department of Planning
Received

1 5 NOV 2010

Scanning Room

I am writing to register my very strong objection to the above proposal. My grounds for
objection are as follows:

The impact of a large scale festival events site would have detrimental effects on social,
traffic, environmental and noise grounds on the whole area around Byron Bay and,
especially, the small town of Mullumbimby.

Where other large scale events have been held in the shire, residents are
inconvenienced and constantly compain about the noise from the festivals, the overload
of extra traffic on the surrounding road networks, and the overwhelming effect of so many
people flooding into a small area many of whom are intent on partying with no respect
for the locals or the environment and the anti social behavior that always accompanies
such events. This last point will be felt more keenly on the township of Mullumbimby,
which will be the main service town to the site and more so than Byron Bay, which has
previously been the closest town to the Belongil Fields festival site, because it hasa
smaller permanent and tourist population and just will not be able to cope with such an
immense influx of traffic and people. There is no doubt that this impact will be very
detrimental to the well being of local residents for what is a purely commercial operation
which earns the owners huge amounts of money.
Increased profits to local businesses are cited as a reason to support this proposal,
however Mullumbimby is already a thriving town. The lure of higher turnover for afew
businesses should not be allowed to outweigh the inconvenience to the majority.

The proposed size and number of events proposed is totally unacceptable in that
location. We are talking about a major commercial enterprise being built in the middle of
a rural area.

Yours faithfully

Martin Player

PCU016681PCU016681



Application No.
Location

09 0028
Part lots 46, 402, 403, & 404 DP 755687;
Part lot 10 DP 875112;
Part Lots 2 & 12 DP 848618;
Part Lot 30 DP 880376;
Part Lot 102 DP 1001878 & Lot 1 DP 1145020−

Tweed Valley Way & Jones Rd; Yelgun

I am writing in regards the submission by Billinudgel Property Pty Ltd for the use of
North Byron Parklands as a Cultural Events Centre ....

of which I totally disapprove of for these
reason
1) I find it a total disregard of the zoning for this area set out by local & state government.
We all when purchasing property were aware of the zoning, and no other land owners have been
able to do otherwise.
2) There is a nature reserve which runs through this property which is regarded as highly
sensitive. The wildlife is not really compatible with large numbers of people, noise & lighting &
no matter how many trees planted will change this. Already Doofs have been barred from the
local forrests for similar reasons. Again it goes against State Law
3) Knowing the terrain & how quickly it can flood in our area overnight without warning it
would be impossible to move large numbers of people from camping areas to cars & off the
property. Also the area is on the high risk zone for fires, peat fires have caused problems to the
Ocean Shores community in recent years.
4) Traffic management would be a nightmare for residents coming & going from our valley.
An option they touted was to have passes to go in & out of the valley. Does this help us get in&
out to work or deal with our everyday comings & goings or sudden emergency, it will be a
gridlock.. at Woodford traffic was backed up for 6 hours, this will cut of a lot of residents north
& south over peak festival time.
5) Byron Bay has become the mecca tourist town where partying &holiday letting has
become a real issue, Brunswick & outlying towns of the shire have learnt from this & as so
many young people feel Byron should be where it stays most of the rest of the shire feel the
same way. The amenities are there & also we have one permanent festival site at Tyagarah
which is enough for this shire to sustain.
6) 50,000 people have been proposed as maximum numbers, 4 mega festivals, 4 at 10,000,
& small events unlimited. Most of the residents live here because we like the peace of country
living & care about our environment. I have read The Parklands proposal and see it as all gloss.
They have not made contact with the community personally, and our amenities will be stretched
passed limit and I fear that if this proposal it passed our lifestyles will be changed forever for the
worst.

Regards

~L



Department of Planninq
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2001

To whom it may concern,

With reference to the North Byron Parklands development "Cultural Events Site,
Yelgun 09_0028" I would like to confirm my support for this project and would be
happy if the department of planning approves the application currently before it.
As an employer of 50 + people in the Byron shire I am concerned that the business
environment is slowly deteriorating due to many factors, not least of these is the
Australian dollar parity being a recent item of concern that will affect tourism here and
across the country.

The loss of the Splendour in the grass festival has caused severe financial losses for
many during the winter months when we need it most, so the return of this festival
alone will be most welcome. I personally witnessed many young folks passing through
Byron on their way to Queensland sunshine coast to attend the festival at Woodford.
All the comments i heard where positive for Byron Bay and they all want Splendour
returned to its original home.

The Byron shire is a well known region for the arts and cultural events of all
descriptions; I believe that the North Byron parklands site and business model is well
suited to our community expectations and values, I have personally visited the site
and inspected plans that have been circulated so i feel reasonably well informed on
this matter and can see that the developers have considered environmental issues
such as wild life corridors, land usage limits and bush regeneration.

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission

Yours sincerely

4Paul Waters
General Manager

Lawson Street
Byron Bay

2481
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November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

6643

Department of Planning
Received

1 2 NOV 2010

Scanning Room

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g„ three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponents claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their lives.
This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

3urs
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The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

1 November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire : roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Yours Sincerely
/I <



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2, 2010

Objections to Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely

i
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Novernber 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a perrnanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and d.isassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the cornmunity who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours
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The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2, 2010

Objections to Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Park/ands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of suelt environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environrnent Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of aperrnanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely
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November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the midd!e of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Objections to Proposal 09.0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following

reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2, 2010

Objections to Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a pennanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would ráult from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecologica!
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely
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1 November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09_0028 − Perrnanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. It is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgel, Yeigun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
permanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention

as a result.
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l November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09−0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

i strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. It is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgel, Yelgun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
permanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention

as a result.



l November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. It is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgel, Yelgun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
permanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, arid other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention

as a result.
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November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days pf preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "mode~ate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are d~Singenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yoz~l:~
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The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

1 November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events
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November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous,

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours



Novernber 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Sptendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours



1 November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yeigun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. It is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgei, Yeigun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
permanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention

as a result.



l November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. It is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgel, Yelgun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
permanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies wilt receive less prompt attention

as a result.



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of

operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their lives.
This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours
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The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

l November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpr edictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Youl;s_Sincer ely



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

1 November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Ye!gun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Yours_ Sincerely



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

1 November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire : roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Yours Sincerely

O c es,



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponent's claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their
lives. This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g„ three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponents claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their lives.
This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

Sincerely Yours
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1 November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09.0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. It is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgel, Yelgun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
permanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention

as a result.
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To the Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney 2001

DA 09−0028

2 Konda Court
North Ocean Shores
NSW 2483
7 11 2010

Iam writing this letter with regards to the development application
submitted by North Byron Parklands, as aproposed cultural events site at
Tweed Valley Way and Jones Road, Yelgun....I want to express that• am
strongly opposed to, and Ifeel greatly intimidated by this proposal by
North Byron Parklands.

As a widow, senior resident and rate payer of North Ocean Shores and a
neighbour to this proposed festival site I am truly fearful of what the
future holds if these concerts are approved of by your department.

Ihave lived in my home in North Ocean Shores for many years,
originally moving to this location with my husband because it afforded us
apeacefulplace to retire amongst others of our age, and neighbours who
share the same common desire for a safe, quiet and relatively secure
lifestyle; each of these values being greatly threatened by this proposal!

As a senior citizen Ineed the assurance thatIcan live in my home and
travel safely to and from it in relative safety. Iam dreadfully concerned
about the loss of peace through the noise generated by these festivals and
the worry of greatly congested roads... And the added concern that many
who are patrons of these proposed mammoth music festivals will be
driving on our normally quiet streets, and commuting past my front door,
will undoubtedly be under the influence of drugs and alcohol.

I also fear the possibility of needing medical assistance in my local
hospital at Mullumbimby and being unable to be attended to by medical
staff in an emergency while these festivals areproceedingfor the
proposed eighty days of the year!

Yours Sincerely,

Beryl A ustin; ( citizen and ratepayer of North Ocean Shores.)
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draham Ashcroft

Page 1 of 3

From: "Graham Ashcroft" <gramind@linknet.com.au>
To: <brent.devine@planning.nsw.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 9 November 2010 10:43 AM
Subject: Part 3A Major Project Application: Cultural Events Site − (09.0028) −Yelgun
Mr. Brent Devine.

RE: Major Project Application: Cultural Events Site − (09_0028) −Yelgun

l hereby submit my objection to the destructive proposal (09_0028) to allow the inundation of upwards of
35 to 50 thousand people onto a rural site for entertainment purposes.
I use the term destructive advisably because if this proposal is approved it will destroy the environmental
values of the Billinudgel Nature Reserve and its surrounds and it will destroy the peaceful and
harmonious amenity of the residents in the nearby neighbourhoods.
My objections are grounded in the following facts and arguments:

• Environment.
• Residential Amenity. (noise, traffic, intrusion on private property, demands on essential services,

drugs and alcohol, fire hazard, social impact)
• Economic Value.
• Due Process.

Environmental Issues.

The proposed site is adjacent to the Billinudgel Nature Reserve.
One tot of the site is proposed as the carpark. Through this lot runs Yelgun Creek and the lot becomes a
flood plain during wet weather. All the contaminants that will be deposited on the lot (e.g. oil, diesel,
petrol, human waste, etc.) will ultimately end up in Yelgun Creek and subsequently the wetlands of the
Nature Reserve. These wetlands and Yelgun Creek ultimately join Marshalls Creek which has protected
habitat and sanctuary zones of the Cape Byron Marine Park.
What input has the Cape Byron Marine Authority had in determining the advisability of this proposal and
what advice has it provided to the Department as to its impact on the marine environment? Surely such a
study needs to be undertaken before any decision is made.

Contrary to claims that may be made by the proponents, they will NOT be able to stop attendees intruding
into the Nature Reserve. Attendees can hear the surf nearby and consequently they will endeavour to
reach the beach by the shortest route which is through the Reserve thus destroying vegetation as they
go.

The lots which are the subject of the proposal also contain a significant wildlife corridor from the Nature
Reserve to the hinterland. This corridor was recognised by the RTA in their design of the Yelgun to
Chinderah Freeway by providing a wildlife overpass to continue the corridor from east to west for wildlife
movement so as to overcome the barrier created by the Freeway.
The importance of the corridor in the Shire was cited in the "Byron Flora and Fauna Study − 1999" asa
significant factor in preventing fauna species loss; consequently "it is important that options for future
revegetation are left open in areas of strategic habitat and linkage importance" (p.84).
The strategic importance of this corridor has been listed on The Australian Heritage Database under
the " Register of the National Estate" as an indicative place of hinterland to coast wildlife corridors (re: ID
19922 and the bibliography therein).
It seems rather pointless that various State Authorities have adjudicated on and recognised this area of
environmental significance over numerous years only to have all that effort negated by a single decision
on an unnecessary development.

It is inconceivable that any reputable environmental scientist could claim that there would be no or little
impact on the environmental values and the biodiversity of the nearby Billinudgel Nature Reserve when it
is known that human habitation near and intrusion on reserves and protected bushland is amongst the
most serious threats to the flora and fauna therein. Because it is not possible to be exact about what
impact there may be on the Billinudgel Nature Reserve from the activities intended for the site, it would be
best practice to exercise the "precautionary principle" in these matters and exclude the intended activities
from the site.

Residential Amenity.

9/11/2010
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• Noise − Events that will be held at this site, viz., rock 'n' roll concerts, will have massive sound
amplification at maximum decibels. The site is on rural land with productive farms nearby on which
farm animals roam and graze. The noise levels from the concerts will be detrimental to the well−being
of all animals in the vicinity. For farmers, their chooks won't lay, their cows won't milk and their beef
cattle and other farm animals will be spooked by the noise.Who will compensate farmers of the district
for their loss of production through the disturbance to their livestock? For native wildlife in the Reserve,
in addition to being unnerved by the noise, their reproductive cycle will be interfered with and
eventually the Reserve will be completely denuded of any significant fauna. The major part of the land
has been agricultural land, zoned as such, and should remain so. The Department should not facilitate
the diminution of good productive agricultural land in the region − as it is becoming more scarce. The
residents in the near vicinity, especially Yelgun, Crabbes Creek, Fern Beach, South Golden Beach and
North Ocean Shores, will have their sleep disturbed and will have to put up with loud music instead of
enjoying the normal peaceful ambiance of their area.

• Traffic − The RTA intends to close the Yelgun interchange on event days so that vehicles traveling to
the site from the North will have to proceed a further 6 or so kilometres along the Freeway to the
Brunswick Heads/Mullumbimby off−ramp. There they will be joined by the traffic coming from the South
and all will then proceed via Tweed Valley Way to Yelgun. Tweed Valley Way is the access road for all
residents of Ocean Shores, Brunswick Heads, North Ocean Shores, New Brighton, Fern Beach and
South Golden Beach for egress to the Pacific Highway to go either North or South. On event days and
days leading up, gridlock will occur on Tweed Valley Way with vehicles banked−up from Yelgun to
probably the bridge over the Brunswick River or further. Public reports of the traffic chaos that occurred
at Woodford this year where the "Splendour in the Grass" was held where vehicles were in a queue
some 6 kilometres long, heralds what is in store for the residents in the townships mentioned.

• Intrusion onto Private Property − The intended site will have a limit on the capacity for campers who
wish to camp onsite. For others, those who do not want to pay the cost of a campsite and those who
are unable to secure one, will spill−over to the surrounding area. I invite the Department to examine
what used to happen when "Splendour in the Grass" was held in Byron Bay at Belongil Fields. Patrons
parked and slept in their vehicles on the streets, on other people's property, in council parking bays or
wherever they could find open space. One can envisage that the total surrounds of the site, i.e.
farmland paddocks, roadside rest areas, nearby township streets and the Nature Reserve itself will
become dormitories for event patrons.

• Demands on Essential Services − With the influx of between 35 and 50 thousand patrons to major
events at the site, this will put extreme pressure on the available essential services in the Shire.
Services like ambulance, hospitals, doctors, police, fire and emergency services and National Park and
local council rangers. The intended site is close to urban areas of upwards of 8000 residents. It will be
very unfortunate indeed for any resident requiring urgent need of any of those services (especially
medical such as ambulance) to find that because of the gridlock on the access road they are unable to
receive timely service. The Shire is generally poorly served by these services in that they are
inadequately resourced and manned, so instead of being there for residents they will be diverted to
attending the demands placed on them by concert goers.

• Drugs and Alcohol Issues − The type of events that will be held at the site, viz., young people
attending rock 'n' roll/pop concerts, will be a mecca for drug dealers in all sorts of illegal drugs. Byron
Shire has already been cited in a recent report of the NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research as
a high use area for some types of illegal drugs. Bringing upwards of 50,000 pop fans into our
community on event days will only exacerbate this problem not alleviate it. Alcohol use will also be a
problem as the prornoters of each event will have exclusive right to sell alcohol onsite. Consequently,
there is likely to be excessive drinking at the events leading to intoxicated youths roaming the
neighbourhood in the early hours of the morning.

• Fire Hazard − Peat fires in recent years have been experienced in various areas of the site. These
types of fires are particularly problematic as they are difficult to extinguish and can smolder for months
on end. There is a strong likelihood that activities on the proposed site and nearby will ignite these fires
causing smoke distress to nearby residents.

• Social Impact − Where is the comprehensive social impact assessment of this development? The
applicant's engagement in community consultation has been very limited and then mostly about
publicly encouraging patrons and prospective patrons to send letters of support to the Department. A
much better evaluation of the community attitude can be gauged by reference to "Byron Shire
Council's" Events Policy" where community input to its formation was sought and given resulting in a
policy that limits the number and size of these types of events in the Shire. The present application
would not qualify to satisfy the stated aims of that policy.

Economic Value

The proponents of the application have cited dollar values they contend will contribute to the economy of the
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region and the nation.
Such figures generally are somewhat dubious at best and are not subsequently verifiable as there is no way
of measuring outcomes that can be directly attributable to the proposed activities.
The site itself will be a closed community, so attendees will look for their daily needs/supplies from the
services provided onsite. What proportion of supplies etc. that are sourced from local suppliers will never be
known.
Also, such estimates rarely take into account (and thus are never deducted from the benefits) what costs
there are to the local community such as infrastructure wear and damage, costs of additional essential
services, clean−up costs of nearby neighbourhoods and the impacts on the local council budget let alone the
damage to the estate of the region. Who is going to compensate the Byron Shire residents for the increase in
rates over time that will inevitably rise once this site becomes operative in the manner proposed.
The proponents also cite various figures regarding employment, most of which will be part−time. Since Byron
Bay is the backpackers capital of Australia, most of these part−time jobs will be taken by the backpackers who
are transiting through the Shire at the time of each event. They are also most likely exaggerating the full−time
opportunities for local residents since they already conduct their administrative requirements from a local base
and the majority of those jobs are probably already established and occupied.

Due Process

l invite the Department to consider the history leading up to the submission of this development proposal.
Originally, the lots involved in the application were to be used for a single annual event i.e.. "Splendour in the
Grass" (essentially a rock 'n' roll/pop music festival) and an application for that purpose for consent was
lodged with Byron Shire Council. The application was refused consent on appeal to the Land and
Environment Court. The Department should consider the advice and decision given by the Court in that matter
as it still has relevance to the current application.
Subsequent to this decision, and perhaps to overcome the difficulties it presented, an application has been
lodged under Part 3A of the Act for a supposedly "sustainable cultural event venue" to accommodate 35 to 50
thousand patrons in a number of major events as well as smaller numbers in a series of minor events. The
application has little to do with providing a so called "world class cultural venue" for the region and more to do
with enabling promoters to hold an annual rock/pop festival which has now morphed into providing a number
of rock/pop festivals.
One wonders under what criteria this application is being considered within Part 3A of the Act as it is certainly
not a "critical infrastructure project" nor can it be seen as a significant major development of value to the
Shire.
The Department should be assessing this application more from the point of view of protecting the site as of
environmental significance than one of a "critical infrastructure project". There are more than enough venues
available throughout Byron Shire for rock/pop music where patrons are able to engage in their preferred
entertainment any day of the week.
The proponents of this application have been publicly advertising for people to write in support of the
proposal; so naturally patrons who enjoy these festivals and the type of music will do so. What they are
supporting is an event(s), not the establishment of a site where the events are held. Any such supporter of the
applicant who do not live in postcodes 2482 and 2483 (especially the latter) ought to be ignored as they are
not directly affected by the development. They will follow the festival wherever it is located as was shown this
year (2010) when it was held at Woodford and attracted 32,000 patrons.

Conclusion

This proposed development does not represent a "critical infrastructure project" nor can it be considered as an
essential development for Byron Shire.
Byron Shire Council is currently constructing a "Byron Regional Sport and Cultural Complex" costing $1.68
million, so a so called "permanent sustainable cultural event venue" at Yelgun would be superfluous to the
Region's needs.
The promoters of "Splendour in the Grass" successfully conducted their festival in 2010 at Woodford (an
already established site) and it seems only logical for them to continue utilising that venue for their event in
the coming years.

Graham Ashcroft.
14 Wirree Drive,
Ocean Shores. N.S.W. 2483
(02) 6680 3307 Mobile: 0400 340 566
.qramind(allinknet.com.au

ijv"
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November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of BPT's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was "invalid and of no
effect". The state should not now rule in favour of a permanent festival site at this
location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention
as a result.

Sincerely Yours



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2, 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishrnent of a permanent, year−round festival site on the property
known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

If the promoters held 4 major events similar to Splendour in the Grass each with 3 days of
operation, there would be as many as 168 days of preparation and disassembly, e.g.. three weeks
before and three weeks after each event.

Added to that would be the event days for the "moderate events" and "small events," each of
which would have its own preparation and disassembly time. The proponents claims that there
will be little to no activity for 280 days each year are disingenuous.

Understatement and vagueness on these points in the proposal is convenient for the promoters
but not at all fair to the community who needs to know what this will actually mean to their lives.
This level of understatement and vagueness is not appropriate for a Major Project.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected for decades by
local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve
the government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens
of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environment as surely as
it will affect the wildlife.

Sincerely Yours



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a perrnanent, year−round festival
site on the property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron
Shire for the following reasons.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been
protected for decades by local and state governments and is
immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve the
government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and
movements of tens of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will
affect this sensitive environment as surely as it will affect the wildlife.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are
not large enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a
"massive increase in human disturbance", will pose significant risks to the
wildlife in the area.

The intention to hold multiple large music events on the Yelgun property
runs counter to Byron Shire Council's Events Policy. That policy calls for a
limit of 2 large, amplified music festivals each year in the shire. The policy
aims to balance the desires of mega−event promoters with the needs and
wishes of the residents and ratepayers of the shire.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be placed on Byron
Shire. Council will have to provide infrastructure to accommodate the
thousands of non−rate−paying visitors that a permanent festival site will
attract to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north of the shire:
roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity blocks, waste disposal,
water and sewage, etc.

Yours Sincerely

< o, Le−<"



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

1 November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the
following reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site, especially where the
promoters have planned to locate their campgrounds and their parking lots.
Event attendees will be at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the inevitable
overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all
quite near to the site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably.

The risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature Reserve is high.
Increasing that risk is the fact that several bonfires are planned by the event
organisers and that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be placed on Byron Shire.
Council will have to provide infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−
rate−paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract to the shire,
especially to the infrastructure−poor north of the shire: roads maintenance,
drainage, public amenity blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all
be severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Sincerely Yours
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November 9, 2010

David Mullen
1 Blueberry Ct
BYRON BAY NSW 2481

Department of Planning

GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2001

Re: Cultural Events Site, Yelgun 09_0028

To whom it may concern,

l am writing to express my support for the proposed North Byron Parklands project. I have beena
resident & ratepayer in Byron Shire for the past 9 years & I am wholeheartedly in favour of this site
being approved as an events & cultural site for a number of reasons.

Like many others in this area, I derive my income from a number of sources, generally centred around
the music, arts & cultural industries. This proposal would bring employment opportunities to many
people in a region where work can be difficult to find at times. Having such a venue in our shire would
also bring educational & training opportunities for young people to learn skills required in the music
business & other creative industries.

l have visited the site on a number of occasions on tree planting days & seen the commitment to
regenerating the currently fragmented wildlife corridor on the site. This proposal would also transfer
around 28 hectares to the Billinudgel Nature Reserve

The absence of Splendour In The Grass in Byron Shire this year was felt very noticeably by many small

businesses who struggled financially. Events such as this bring much needed tourist dollars to the local

economy, particularly during a time of the year that is traditionally slower for business.

If approved, this site will provide a home for Splendour in The Grass & a range of other events that

would add to the cultural vibrancy, not only of this region of our state as well. If this proposal is not

approved I feel a great opportunity will be missed.

Thank you for taking the time to read my submission.

Sincereb

David Mullen
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Department of Pla[~ring
Received

! 0 NOV 2010

Scanning Room

To the Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney 2001

14 Konda Court
North Ocean Shores
NSW 2483
1 11 2010

With regards to the Development Application submitted by North Byron
Parklands, Application Number 09−0028 as a proposed cultural events
site at Tweed Valley Way and Jones Road, Yelgun.

I Laurence (Laurie) Hart, resident and rate payer of North Ocean Shores,
wish to make it known that I am adamantly opposed to this development
that threatens the very way of life that we, and multitudes of residents and
neighbours in our local community presently enjoy.

This proposal to develop this environmentally sensitive wild life corridor
into an industrial music site to be used for mega music festivals is
completely inappropriate.

This community does not have adequate infrastructure in place
(medical staff, hospital facilities, police officers, fire brigade personal,
council officers, etc) to support events of this magnitude, and will cause
major road congestion, as over thirty five thousand festival goers
converge on our community of families and retirees, four times annually,
as well as thousands of others for (so−called) minor events for over eighty
days throughout the year.

These particular events are not designed to bring tourists to our
community, but specifically target the younger generation of festival
goers who bring with them well documented anti social behaviour,
including a culture of drug and alcohol abuse and associated crime,
including sexual offenses against young women, driving under the
influence, misconduct toward local citizens, (aggression, property
damage, and all night partying, etc that fit this culture.)

Apart from the above mentioned concerns, many nearby residents will
have to contend with excessive music levels up until at the presently
proposed time of 2am!

We strongly object to the tactics used by the share holders of North
Byron Parklands and others (specifically the proprietors of local hotels),
that stand to benefit financially from this proposal; who continually fill

PCU016552PCU016552
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our media with propaganda and have been encouraging the writing of
countless submissions, and the signing of petitions to your department
that are unethically obtained from people who live many kilometres from
this proposed site, and who have no concern whatsoever for the well
being of the multitudes in this northern part of our shire, and who will be
adversely affected!

We find it unbelievably offensive to find ourselves having to appeal to
this state government department, when our local Byron Shire Council
(voted in by the local residents to protect our local interests) unanimously
oppose more than two mega festivals for our shire annually, and the NSW
State Land and Environment Court have adamantly concluded that this
proposed festival site is entirely unacceptable!

May I bring this letter to a close in simply appealing to you, the decision
making body, by asking this question.

If this was your family being subjected to this proposal, or if you
had invested your life's savings into living in a tranquil environment, or
were a parent of a child or teenager at risk of abuse, or were an elderly
retiree afraid of not being able to access your local hospital in an
emergency, or one of hundreds who suffer with debilitating migraine
headaches (as does my wife), or were concerned about the destruction to
local property through drunken behaviour, or the sound of bass guitars
pounding throughout the night for eighty days of the year. ..or troubled by
the fact that your roadways will have many who will be driving on them
under the influence of alcohol, or were concerned about the possibility of
having a property rented out close to your residence by party goers on a
regular basis. Would you able to, in good conscience, give approval to
this development application that is before you; proposed by a hand full
of unscrupulous entrepreneurs who are driven by financial gain and have
no concern whatsoever for the multitudes of local residents that they
choose to ignore'?

Yours Most Sincerely,

Laurie Hart, (resident of North Ocean Shores).



November 2, 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire.

The Land & Environrnent Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of BPT's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was "invalid and of no
effect". The state should not now rule in favour of a permanent festival site at this
location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention
as a result.

Sincerely Yours



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2, 2010

Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a perrnanent, year−round festival
site on the property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron
Shire for the following reasons.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been
protected for decades by local and state governments and is
immediately adjacent to Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve the
government worked hard to establish. The plan to introduce the noise and
movements of tens of thousands of people repeatedly into this area will
affect this sensitive environment as surely as it will affect the wildlife.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are
not large enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a
"massive increase in human disturbance", will pose significant risks to the
wildlife in the area.

The intention to hold multiple large music events on the Yelgun property
runs counter to Byron Shire Council's Events Policy. That policy calls for a
limit of 2 large, amplified music festivals each year in the shire. The policy
aims to balance the desires of mega−event promoters with the needs and
wishes of the residents and ratepayers of the shire.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be placed on Byron
Shire. Council will have to provide infrastructure to accommodate the
thousands of non−rate−paying visitors that a permanent festival site will
attract to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north of the shire:
roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity blocks, waste disposal,
water and sewage, etc.

Yours Sincerely



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

1 November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the
following reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site, especially where the
promoters have planned to locate their campgrounds and their parking lots.
Event attendees will be at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the inevitable
overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all
quite near to the site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably.

The risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature Reserve is high.
Increasing that risk is the fact that several bonfires are planned by the event
organisers and that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be placed on Byron Shire.
Council will have to provide infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−
rate−paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract to the shire,
especially to the infrastructure−poor north of the shire: roads maintenance,
drainage, public amenity blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all
be severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Sincerely Yours

t
f J



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2, 2010

Objections to Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney 2001

DA 09−0028

Unit 2/ 52b Rajah Rd,
Ocean Shores
NSW 2483
7 11 2010

To Whom it May Concern,
We, Ronald and Maria Dingey, wish to state that we are

unequivocally opposed to the development application submitted by
North Byron Parklands, as a proposed cultural events site at Tweed
Valley Way and Jones Road, Yelgun.

Unlike many who are reportedly writing submissions to your
department in favour of this proposal, we live in the northern area of
our shire that will be directly affected by this preposterous proposal!

We recently purchased our home in Ocean Shores being unaware of the
ramifications that this proposal by North Byron Parklands will have on
our lives and the lives of our neighbours within our community.

We decided to live in this area because it affords us a relatively peaceful
and tranquil life style; it is handy to the areas that we conduct our
business in as professional cleaners, and close to many of our family
members and friends.

When we committed ourselves to settling in Ocean Shores we were
unaware that North Byron Parklands had proposed to hold up to four
mega festivals of up to 35,000 people throughout the year and many so
called minor events including doof parties of 10,000 people virtually on
our door step.

This community does not have adequate infrastructure in place to cater
for this population explosion for three months of the year; we are fearful
of property damage, loss of peace through rowdy festival goers renting
properties near our home, and the type of culture that these particular
styles of music festivals attract.

Our local police force, council and hospital facility is not equipped for
these events. And our normally quiet roadways will be under immense
pressure with this huge influx of festival goers driving to and from this



site, directly through our neighbourhood, (many of these party goers will
undoubtedly be under the influence of narcotics and alcohol).

This proposal is completely incompatible with the life style presently
offered to the citizens of this Northern part of our shire, as it will
endanger the very values that we presently enjoy, placing immense stress
on local residents.

Not forgetting the abundant wildlife that will be under immense
threat that presently inhabits the wildlife corridor that North Byron
Parklands have illegitimately procured for these tragic events!

We appeal to you to consider if this were you placed in our situation by a
company motivated by selfish ambition and more concerned about lining
their wallets, than the multitudes of families adversely affected by their
egocentric proposal, how would you feel having to write this very letter?

Yours Most Sincerely,

Ronald and Maria Dingey.
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3 November 2010

Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2010

Dear Sir / Madam,
Re: North Byron Parklands

Cultural Events Site, Yelgun 09_0028

Byron United is the Chamber of Commerce in Byron Bay, representing over 300 businesses
and approximately 2,500 proprietors and staff who reside and work in Byron Shire.

The tourism industry is a major employer and contributor to the economy in the Northern
Rivers and major events are vital to the industry's viability. Operating at capacity North
Byron Parklands estimates that locally they will:

o:o Create 210 full time equivalent jobs
o:o Bring an estimated 23,000 day trippers annually
o:o Bring an estimated 97,418 visitor nights annually
+ Bring an estimated $5million annual expenditure on accommodation
+ Bring an estimated $7.5million annual expenditure on meals

We believe North Byron Parklands offers a venue which will not only be ecologically sound,
with over 50% of their site being retained for habitat use and bush regeneration, but will
provide employment opportunities for people of all ages. Young people in particular will be
given both training and employment which are not easy to find in rural locations.

Byron United has worked closely with Splendour in the Grass organisers and North Byron
Parklands over many years and have always found the organisation to be responsible and
ethically sound, making outstanding contributions to our community, both financially and
socially.

Whether it be music, events, visual arts, carols by the sea, the markets, farmers or artisans,
sporting events, surfing or football or environmental gatherings Byron Shire is vibrant with
events and culture, some impromptu, some very organised. Arts and Culture should be
nurtured and encouraged at all levels for all types and tastes as this diversity is what makes
our home so wonderfuL

We support North Byron Parklands application to the Department of Planning as a Cultural
Events Site in Yelgun.

Yours faithfully,

Sevegne Newton
President−

PO Box 504
Byron Bay 2481

Tel. 6680 8853 / 0417 331 826
info@byronunited.org.au
www.byronunited.org.au



The director of regional projects (09−0028),GPO Box39, Sydney
2001.
We as residents in this area strongly object to plans for increased
festival activity. Any assessment of demands on current
infrastructure would show it as already overburdened &
underfunded.The local roads, many from the 1960's & 1970's are
already narrow, potholed & dangerous & being remote from
business centres low priority for council maintanence. There is 1
public toilet & 1 shower @ South Golden Beach & as every
resident knows from the precedent of Splendor in the Grass this
will mean human & dog excrement, illegal camping, broken
bottles, discarded syringes & cigarette butts to be waded through
for days & weeks that would follow, again all to be dealt with by
the residents & the overstretched council staff.
Aside from environmental sensitivity (anyone having but a cursory
look @ satellite or arial images of the site can't help but see that
along with another tenuous link including the national park area @
Broken Head, it's the only extant corridor from the border range
areas to the coast),any cost/benefit analysis would show an
ongoing legacy effect ie ; the local residents get the cleanup,
policing, medical, rescue & infrastructure costs counted against
what any baseline environmental impact statement would point out
that existing tried sites pose a cheaper/safer site.

W Mobbs
Ocean Shores
N.S. W.



The director of regional projects (09−0028),GPO Box39, Sydney
2001.
We as residents in this area strongly object to plans for increased
festival activity. Any assessment of demands on current
infrastructure would show it as already overburdened &
underfunded.The local roads, many from the 1960's & 1970's are
already narrow, potholed & dangerous & being remote from
business centres low priority for council maintanence. There is 1
public toilet & 1 shower @ South Golden Beach & as every
resident knows from the precedent of Splendor in the Grass this
will mean human & dog excrement, illegal camping, broken
bottles, discarded syringes & cigarette butts to be waded through
for days & weeks that would follow, again all to be dealt with by
the residents & the overstretched council staff.
Aside from environmental sensitivity (anyone having but a cursory
look @ satellite or arial images of the site can't help but see that
along with another tenuous link including the national park area @
Broken Head, it's the only extant corridor from the border range
areas to the coast),any cost/benefit analysis would show an
ongoing legacy effect ie ; the local residents get the cleanup,
policing, medical, rescue & infrastructure costs counted against
what any baseline environmental impact statement would point out
that existing tried sites pose a cheaper/safer site.

C Mobbs
Ocean Shores
N.S. W.
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21 October 2010

Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2001

Dear Sir/Madam

Department of Planning
Received
8 NOV 2010

Scanning Room

Re: Application−No. 09_0028
Cultural Events Site, Yelgum
Splendour in the Grass

We make the following submissions:−

1. We do not support the Application and strongly object to it.

The reasons we object to it are as follows:−

(a) There will be major traffic problems. o ,'−~
"~@~"

,~
~ '−,.~? ~ o~

(b) The property is prone to flooding.

(c) There is little or no benefit to the cornmunity.

(d) The noise will interfere with peaceful and
disrupt the animal and bird life.

quiN'enj oyment and will

(e) This iff~ sensitive ecological site will suffer damage.

(9 A Judge of the District Court was highly critical of the proposed
development citing that the site was not an appropriate place.

~T
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21 October 2010

Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2001

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Application−No. 09_0028
Cultural Events Site, Yelgum
Splendour in the Grass

We make the following submissions:−

2.

~,,3 evC,,V4L

We do not support the Application and strongly object to it.

The reasons we object to it are as follows:−

(a) There will be major traffic problems.

(b) The property is prone to flooding.

(c) There is little or no benefit to the community.

(d) The noise will interfere with peaceful and quifA enjoyment and will

disrupt the animal and bird life.

(e) This ion sensitive ecological site will suffer damage.

(f) A Judge of the District Court was highly critical of the proposed
development citing that the site was not an appropriate place.
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21 October 20]0

Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2001

Dear Sir/Madam

Application•No. 09_0028
Cultural Events Site, Yelgum
Splendour in the Grass

We make the following submissions:−

1. We do not support the Application and strongly object to i1..

2. The reasons we ob.iect to it are as follows:−

(a) There will be major traffic problems.

(b) The property is prone to flooding.

(c) There is little or no benefit to the community.

(d) The noise will interfere with peaceful and quite enjoyment and will
disrupt the animal and bird life•

(e) This is a sensitive ecological site will suffer damage.

(f) A Judge of the District Court was highly critical of the proposed
development citing that the site was not an appropriate place.

ylgo rs/
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21 October 2010

Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2001

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: ApplicationNo. 09_0028
Cultural Events Site, Yelgum
Splendour in the Grass

We make the following submissions:−

We do not support the Application and strongly object to it.

The reasons we object to it are as follows:−

(a) There will be major traffic problems.

(b) The property is prone to flooding.

(c) There is little or no benefit to the community.

(d) The noise will interfere with peaceful and quite enjoymeir
disrupt the animal and bird life.

(e) This is a sensitive ecological site will suffer damage.

(f) A Judge of the District Court was highly critical of the
development citing that the site was not an appropriate place.

enjoyment and will

proposed
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Friday 5th November, 2010

Department of Planning

GPO Box 39

SYDNEY NSW 2001

Dear Director General,

Re:09_0028− Cultural Events Site− Yelgun

l am writing in support of the proposal by North Byron Parklands in Yelgun. As a local employed within

the tourism industry for some 20 years now, as many people in our community are, all be it in cafes &

food outlets or accommodation as I am, my reasons are both employment security and basic facilities

within the shire.

l have raised 2 children, sent them to local schools and much to my delight both have also now secured

jobs within our community, one also in tourism. It is important for all the community to have festivals

and events as this enables our children to experience live entertainment in a safe environment. It also

allows us to stay together and have our children not forced to leave the area in search of jobs, as our
town expands to accommodate such events so do the many opportunities for our children, directly and

indirectly.

It is not just the businesses that hurt when tourism falls away, it is the people that they employ. I would

hope that this is considered when a decision is made and look forward to Splendour s return.

Michelle Rosee
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1 November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Re: Proposa109_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the
following reasons.

The site at Yelgun is in the middle of a conservation area that has been protected
for decades by local and state governments and is immediately adjacent to
Billinudgel Nature Reserve, a reserve the government worked hard to establish.
The plan to introduce the noise and movements of tens of thousands of people
repeatedly into this area will affect this sensitive environrnent as surely as it will
affect the wildlife.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not
large enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase
in human disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The intention to hold multiple large music events on the Yelgun property runs
counter to Byron Shire Council's Events Policy. That policy calls for a limit of 2
large, amplified music festivals each year in the shire. The policy aims to balance
the desires of mega−event promoters with the needs and wishes of the residents
and ratepayers of the shire.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be placed on Byron Shire.
Council will have to provide infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of
non−rate−paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract to the shire,
especially to the infrastructure−poor north of the shire: roads maintenance,
drainage, public amenity blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc.

Yours Sincerely

it ~:::
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The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2, 2010

Objections to Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

November 2, 2010

Objections to Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on the
property called North Byron Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

The negative impacts and disruptions that would result from a permanent festival site at
North Byron Parklands would negate the intended protection of wildlife in the area.
Noise from heavily amplified music, artificial lights well into the night, and crowds in the
thousands should not be allowed in an area of such environmental and ecological
sensitivity.

The proposed buffer zones between events areas and wildlife habitats are not large
enough, and the nature of the events, which will bring a "massive increase in human
disturbance", will pose significant risks to the wildlife in the area.

The Land & Environment Court ruled in May 2009 that Byron Shire Council's 2008
approval of Byron Property Trust's proposed trial Splendour festival at Yelgun was
"invalid and of no effect". The state should not now rule in favour of apermanent festival
site at this location, given the judicial decision about a one−off trial event.

Yours Sincerely

J



l November 2010

The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Proposal 09.0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

l strongly object to the establishment of a permanent, year−round festival site on
the property known as North Byron Parklands in Yeigun, Byron Shire.

The site is in the middle of a quiet, rural, residential area populated by people
who live there precisely because it is a quiet, rural, residential area. it is
immediately adjacent to the rural villages and residential areas of Wooyung,
Crabbes Creek, Billinudgel, Yelgun, South Golden Beach, and New Brighton and
the residential community of North Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores. Forcing a
permanent festival site upon these residents condemns them to repeated
intrusions of the traffic, noise, and other disturbances that are associated with
mega−festivals thereby creating a negative impact on residential amenity.

The number of attendees at mega−festivals and the heavy use of drugs and
alcohol place a strain on local ambulance, hospitals, police services and
psychological services during the course of the event. Given the past history of
the need for emergency services during mega−festivals, many residents are
concerned that their own health emergencies will receive less prompt attention

as a result.

Sincerely Yours



The Director of Regional Projects
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

1 November 2010

Re: Proposal 09_0028 − Permanent Festival Site at Yelgun

I strongly object to the establishment of a permanent,
year−round festival site on the property called North Byron
Shire Parklands in Yelgun, Byron Shire for the following
reasons.

Massive, rapid flooding occurs on the Yelgun site,
especially where the promoters have planned to locate their
campgrounds and their parking lots. Event attendees will be
at serious risk in periods of heavy rain from the
inevitable overflows of North Yelgun Creek, Marshalls
Creek, and the Capricornia Canal, all quite near to the
site. The property in question floods easily, quickly, and
unpredictably

Given the high concentration of peat on the property the
risk of fire at the event site and in Billinudgel Nature
Reserve is high. Increasing that risk is the fact that
several bonfires are planned by the event organisers and
that smoking and camping on site are to be allowed.

If this development is approved a huge burden will be
placed on Byron Shire. Council will have to provide
infrastructure to accommodate the thousands of non−rate−
paying visitors that a permanent festival site will attract
to the shire, especially to the infrastructure−poor north
of the shire: roads maintenance, drainage, public amenity
blocks, waste disposal, water and sewage, etc. will all be
severely taxed by the proposed numerous events

Yours Sincerely

/



25, Pacific St

New Brighton

NSW 2483

November 3rd 2010
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Department of Planning
Receiv0j
8 NOV 2010

Scanning Room

Dear Sir,

Re: The proposed Splendour Festival site in the Byron Shire

We are writing to you as we are greatly concerned about the proposed festival site at the
northern end of the Byron Shire.
We already have a permanent festival site at Tyagarah and wonder why we need another.
We live near this site and cannot understand how it could be considered suitable for such huge
events for the following reasons.

1. When Splendour was held at Woodford this year the traffic was banked up for over 6 kms.
If the event is allowed to be held at the proposed site it would mean the Pacific Highway
becoming jammed as the proposed site is just off the Highway via a smalL road. With the
huge numbers of people attending this event, the exit ramp at Ocean Shores would be
clogged with the thousands of cars seeking the exit, which would mean the traffic would
bank up on the highway itself.

2. The noise from this event and the impact of 50,000 noisy revellers would seriously
impact those of us who live near the site. Sound travels a Long way in this area and the
noise from the festivals would affect us all.

3. This is a very quiet, residential neighbourhood, with just a couple of small local shops
and a smalL shopping centre; completely inadequate to cater for the numbers of people
who would attend the festival.

4. We can imagine the impact on our beaches as the site adjoins the coast and many of
those attending the festival would no doubt choose free accommodation on the beach;
with its consequent trashing.

5. The site also adjoins the Billinudge[ Nature Reserve which would be badly affected by all
the human activity, noise and artificial light.

6. This proposed site becomes waterlogged very easily as it is so low lying and in time of
flood there would be a huge problem getting people out.

7. There are no facilities here for this number of people. Even Byron Bay has struggled with
the huge numbers in the past and has consequently moved the festivaL out of town. If it is
not suitable for Byron why is it suitable for a much smaller place with far less amenities?

It is not that we are against festivals; several are held in the shire already and the site at
Tyagarah has proved itself most suitable and with minimal impact on the local community.
This proposed site flies in the face of common sense, the State Governments own planning
decisions and the interests of the community and we respectfully ask that it not be allowed.

Yours faithfully

Bill & Faith Duffy

PCU016445PCU016445





Application No. 09 0028
Location Part lots 46, 402, 403, & 404 DP 755687;

Part lot 10 DP 875112;
Part Lots 2 & 12 DP 848618;
Part Lot 30 DP 880376;
Part Lot 102 DP 1001878 & Lot 1 DP 1145020−

Tweed Valley Way & Jones Rd; Yelgun
Elizabeth Hird
22 Browning Lane
YELGUN 2483

I am writing in regards the submission by Billinudgel Property Pty Ltd for the use of
North Byron Parklands as a Cultural Events Centre .... of which I totally disapprove of for these
reason
1) I fred it a total disregard of the zoning for this area set out by local & state government.
We all when purchasing property were aware of the zoning, and no other land owners have been
able to do otherwise.
2) There is a nature reserve which runs through this property which is regarded as highly
sensitive. The wildlife is not really compatible with large numbers of people, noise & lighting &
no matter how many trees planted will change this. Already Doofs have been barred from the
local forrests for similar reasons. Again it goes against State Law
3) Knowing the terrain & how quickly it can flood in our area overnight without warning it
would be impossible to move large numbers of people from camping areas to cars & off the
property. Also the area is on the high risk zone for fires, peat fires have caused problems to the
Ocean Shores community in recent years.
4) Traffic management would be a nightmare for residents coming & going from our valley.
An option they touted was to have passes to go in & out of the valley. Does this help us get in &
out to work or deal with our everyday comings & goings or sudden emergency, it will be a
gridlock.. at Woodford traffic was backed up for 6 hours, this will cut of a lot of residents north
& south over peak festival time.
5) Byron Bay has become the mecca tourist town where partying &holiday letting has
become a real issue, Brunswick & outlying towns of the shire have learnt from this & as so
many young people feel Byron should be where it stays most of the rest of the shire feel the
same way. The amenities are there & also we have one permanent festival site at Tyagarah
which is enough for this shire to sustain.
6) 50,000 people have been proposed as maximum numbers, 4 mega festivals, 4 at 10,000,
& small events unlimited. Most of the residents live here because we like the peace of country
living & care about our environment. I have read The Parklands proposal and see it as all gloss.
They have not made contact with the community personally, and our amenities will be stretched
passed limit and I fear that if this proposal it passed our lifestyles will be changed forever for the
worst.

Regards
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24 17err ímáifíati Cour t

Ocean Shores
NS W 2483

The Director of Regional Projects (09−0028)
GPO Box 39
Sydney 2001

27th OCtober 2010

Department of Planning
Received
4 N OV 2010

Scanning Roo:Ti

Dear Sir

Re: Development proposed by North Byron Parklands

The area is quite sleepy residential area, we do not have the resources' at
hand like Byron, where these festivals were held. In fact our area has been
overlooked quite a bit in the past, by the quality of roads we have in the area
and the woodlands are unkept and very overgrown. This area does not even
have sufficient drainage. Therefore, we would like to make the following
points regarding opposing the development of this site:−

• Wildlife on the site, ok to say they are planting trees and cattle grazing,
what about the effect of the rest of the diminishing species and the
wildlife corridor

• Bushfires, North Byron Parklands say no more danger than there is in
the surrounding areas Fern Beach, South Golden Beach, there were
number of call out last year with small bushfires in the buffer zones,
that's without the numbers of the people they want to entice to their
festivals who will be celebration mode, under the influence of alcohol or
drugs, they will out number us 8 to 1. So there is a much greater
chance of fire and how does our local Fire Fighting Service cope.

• Noise pollution will effect 225 (according to North Byron Parklands)
days of the local residents lives.

• Traffic − North Byron Parklands explained they could insure 3.8 people
per car. Looks good on paper − how can they ensure this − when
people buy tickets, will they specify they can only arrive with 3.8 to a
car.

• This will bring our small area to gridlock and where we live there is only
one road out, what happens if a resident has an emergency.

• Accommodation − where will they stay, 25,000 camping with all the
trees, cattle, festival set up (resources, food, toilets etc) car parking
bearing in mind the above point made. We know there is 660 acres of

PCU016331PCU016331



land but with all their promises of this and that what space have they
left to accommodate this.

• This is residential area mainly made up of families with young children
or people who have retired to this area, it's not a fully serviced area.
Nearest garage is Brunswick 5km

• Nearest Hospital is Tweed 25 minute's drive, when the roads are clear.
• Policing − how will this be done. Cannot rely on North Byron Parklands

Security how can this be safe, what they put on paper and what
actually happens are two different things.

• Recently in an article printed by North Byron Parklands a picture
printed opposing the site was in fact a 1 in a 100 year flood − when we
developed our house we were put under stringent rules to abide by
Byronshire Planning for such floods. This year we have already had
severe rains and flooding in South Golden Beach and Fern Beach.

• The proposed site is a natural flood plain, if they develop the area they
will need to disperse their water, in the event of a flood the only place it
can go is to areas that will be already flooded.

• This water will be potentially contaminated with effluent and waste
material, it will naturally flow onto an already flooded residential area
and also into the environmental sensitive Brunswick River and Marine
Park. Who's liable for this clean up STATE GOVERNMENT?

We do hope you take our worries seriously, we just fill that this area does not
offer the resources they need to carry out this type of development, in regard
of security, safety and respect for our homes.

Yours faithfully

!

R D Stratton



31 October 2010

The Director of Regional Projects (09_0028)
NSW Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
SYDNEY NSW 2001

Dear Sir

North Byron Parklands− DA 09_0028

As residents of the South Golden Beach (SGB) residential community which adjoins the Billinudgel
Nature Reserve bounding the site of the proposed outdoor festival and events centre, we strongly
object to the state or local government granting approval to this DA for the following main reasons.

1. Unacceptable Impacts and Intrusion to residential lifestyle

Since the late 1980's we have spent regular holidays in SGB, purchased a home in 1990 and became
permanent residents 4 years ago as part of our lifestyle plan moving from the Gold Coast to escape
the hoards of people. The greater Ocean Shores area is a small, quiet coastal residential community
with a rural character and quietness. Many residents of this area have specifically selected to live
and retire in this area because of this environment and lifestyle. In our particular case we renovated
our home, joined the local clubs, and actively use the natural benefits that are privileged to this area,
as our place of retirement.

We are people that generally support progressive development that pose acceptable impacts. In the
early 1990's I was previously involved in many of the development proposals put forward by
Greenfields Mountain Pty Ltd for the old Bond Corp lands that subsequently became the Billinudgel
Nature Reserve, when purchased by the NSW government. I am therefore quite familiar with the
proposed site and the planning history of this area. The state and local governments went on record
during this time as strongly stating the area should be preserved for rural and environmental
protection uses. This also reflected the community's opinion and was the right planning choice.

We not opposed to the concept of a festival site but we are opposed to the impacts that can be
expected from this proposal. We have personally witnessed the habits of a small group of partiers
who rented a home in SGB at the last Splendor festival in Byron. There was a noticeable increase of
car burnouts, noise, litter and broken beer bottles on the beach and beach access tracks during this
3−4 day event. I personally cleaned up the litter. The events and number of events proposed by
North Byron Parklands (NBP) will undoubtedly trigger a significant number of adverse off−site
impacts that will intrude on the residential amenity of this adjoining area.

2. Lack of accommodation

With the exception of the camping that will be provided as part of the proposal, there is no practical
accommodation north of Byron Bay until getting to Tweed Heads. It is totally naive to ignore that
event goers wil_l rent holiday homes in the Ocean Shores and surrounding areas. These homes will
probably be filled with people to the max and those people will travel the streets of the area by foot
or vehicle to and from the Yelgun site. In addition it is highly probable, if not certain, that some
partiers will illegally camp on the secluded roads and beaches of this area. The proponent proposes
to report these situations to local authorities.

The proposal to establish the Yelgun site as a full time music event centre catering for up to 50,000
people is totally at odds with the planning intent and available infrastructure of this area. A site



suitable for this type and extent of use should be located closer to areas providing sufficient
accommodation, infrastructure, emergency resources and metropolitan centres were most of the
event goers will come from. With one festival site already approved in Byron shire all festivals
should be held at a single site, there is no need for two sites. The Tyalgum site is closer to
accommodation in Byron Bay and far better suited for concert events and festivals.

3. Lack of emergency and authority personnel resources

One festival event such as Splendor places serious strain on the personnel resources of emergency
services. Each proposed event will require an increased attendance of police and emergency
personnel. Off−site impacts to the Nature Reserve will require management response by NPWS and
associated impacts to adjoining lands will require management response by Council and police. This
is extremely problematic given that these resources are very limited with delayed responses to local
issues that currently exist.

The large number of events proposed will place a serious burden on police and emergency response
personnel. Despite a recognised shortage of these professionals, the state government has yet to
address this regional problem and is unlikely to act on these matters as a result of DA approval.

It is not possible to place a condition on the development to employ more police and service
personnel. Nor is it possible to condition resources to be provided by other agencies. Therefore the
local ratepayers will be further impacted by having to deal with these matters whilst these important
personnel resources are further reduced.

4. Unacceptable Off−site Impacts and Management

If all patrons to the proposed events were fully contained within the site for the full duration, then
the likely off−site impacts would be reduced to primarily traffic and noise, not taking into account
emergency personnel limitations. But the proposal does not state this and approval of the DA
cannot be conditioned to do this.

NBP have stated they will create an Off−site Response Strategy and team that will provide for litter

response to areas directly associated with the site and to provide ongoing coordinated consultation
with local businesses and authorities. Illegal camping within a 3 km distance of the site will be
reported to Council or NPWS for action. Again availability of resources becomes the problem.

This strategy fails to deal with the likely off−site impacts that will result in the Ocean Shores and
other surrounding areas. More importantly no single authority is charged with the responsibility to
monitor and ensure such measures by NBP are in fact implemented and satisfactorily carried
through.

A BPN advertisement in the October 26 Echo states ..."Social responsibility − We have committed to
ongoing consultation and the Community Grants Fund, which will distribute funds to assist local
community groups. The fund will provide the community over $0.01 million each decade." This actually

says nothing about what will be done to manage and rectify off−site impacts and what area this
applies to. It appears to state that funds will be made available for community groups to use. This
statement also implies that community groups, either existing or to be established, will be
responsible for off−site issues. It is not the community's responsibility to address issues and impacts
caused by the proposal!

We strongly object to the government's approval of this DA and call for approval to be refused for
the reasons noted above and as follows:



• The proposed land use is totally at odds with the well documented planning intent of this
area, as previously determined by state and local governments.

• The proposal was not previously approved by Council and the proponent is circumventing
community opinion and approval by local government by lodging the DA with the Minister of
Planning.

• The proponent has failed to address an effective plan that manages, responds and rectifies
adverse off−site impacts, and even if the proponent did provide an effective plan, approval
of the DA could not be conditioned accordingly.

• The proponent is placing the management of off−site matters with 'community groups' with
no agreements in place and who are not responsible for these matters. Why does the
community need to fix off−site problems that will be generated by people attending the
events?

• The proposal will have a significant impact on emergency organisations and resources, all of
which are currently under resourced. This will in turn reduce the availability of these
resources to the local community during scheduled events.

• The areas which adjoin the site are used for rural, environmental and residential uses and
provide a serene location to its residents. The proposal is for a large mega event festival site
which will adversely change this area forever.

Many people like ourselves have chosen to live here because of the area's beauty and serenity. The
NBP proposal cannot effectively be conditioned to ensure these qualities will be maintained for the
long term and therefore must be refused!

Conversely, if the Minister were to approve the DA what guarantees can be made to the residents of
the area that all adverse off−site social issues that arise from attendees to these events, in the short
and long term, will be rectified?

Thank you for considering the points of this objection and for refusing DA approvaL

Yours sincerely,

Tom Clark

25 Beach Ave
South Golden Beach, NSW 2483

Michele Clark

Cc: Byron Shire Council
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PCU016124

Ray Musgrave
22 Flinders Way
Ocean Shores NSW 2483

21 October 2010

The Director of Regional Projects(09_0028)
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Department of Planning
Received

RE: Objection to the Major Project at Yelgun (Byron Shire)− Splendour Festival

l strongly object to this Mega Festival site proposal at Yelgun which is currently on
exhibition. The development proposal is by any measure a very large development.

The applicants are requesting approval for up to four (4) mega festivals per year
where 50000 people will converge each day on an area that is surrounded by the
Billinudgel Nature Reserve, is flood prone and effected by bush fire. The number of
people attending each of these four festivals daily will be approximately 200,000.
This is almost eight (8) times the total shire population.

In addition, the applicants are seeking approval to hold another four (4) events of
10,000 people per day. In total this sleepy northern end of the shire could be
subjected to 240,000 people per year.

These numbers are mind blowing for a rural area not familiar with Mega
festivals.

Major events of this magnitude can be catered for in national cities where trains,
buses and taxis are available in plentiful supply. This is not the case in the Byron
Shire. For starters, there is no train system, there are barely enough buses to cater
for existing school children and I estimate that the entire shire would have about 15
taxis. The transport system of the shire is simply not adequate to convey 50000
people a day.

In relation to the environment and impacts to the Billinudgel Nature Reserve your
office must be aware that Bob Carr when he was the Minister for Planning and
Environment introduced an IPO over this area and his government was instrumental
in the establishment of the Billinudgel Nature Reserve. Given the obvious
environmental significance of the area it would seem inconceivable that approval
could be given that would allow up to 240,000 people to enter into an area which is
close to a Nature Reserve.

People who live in Byron Bay tell stories of traffic congestion, all night parties in
rented properties, excessive noise from the music and general loss of amenity. All of
this comes from just one festival being Splendour in the Grass.

Byron Bay is the largest town in the shire and therefore it has the largest number of
services and yet it is incapable of servicing one event which is smaller than the four
that are proposed for an area that has no sevices. The Yelgun site is a Greenfield

PCU016121PCU016121



site. There is no sewerage system, water supply, bus service, train service, road
system or emergency services.

The shear scale of the proposed development is unacceptable. The impact to the
quality of life to residents of Ocean Shores and surrounds will be significant. Noise
from the numerous festivals will prevent residents from sleeping, traffic congestion
will be intolerable and impacts to the Billinudgel Nature Reserve will be
unacceptable.

l strongly request that this proposal be rejected by the Department on the grounds
that it will adversely effect the natural environment and the lives of residents within
the shire.

22 Flinders Way



101 Yankee Creek Road
Mullumbimby NSW 2482

October 18, 2010

Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Dear Sir/Madam,

Re: Application no 09 0028 Cultural Events Site, Yelgun

l am writing to register my objection to the above proposal.

My grounds for objection are as follows:

The impact of a large scale festival events site would have detrimental effects on social,
traffic, environmental and noise grounds.

Where other large scale events have been held in the shire, residents are
inconvenienced by the noise from the festivals, the overload of extra traffic on the
surrounding road networks, and the overwhelming effect of so many people flooding
into a small area many of whom are intent of partying and not respecting the local area.
This last point will be felt more keenly on the township of Mullumbimby, which is the
main service town to the site, than on Byron Bay, which has previously been the closest
town to the Belongil Fields festival site, because it has a smaller permanent and tourist
population.

Increased profits to local businesses are cited as a reason to support this proposal,
however Mullumbimby is already a thriving town. The lure of higher turnover to afew
should not be allowed to outweigh the inconvenience to the majority.

The proposed size and number of events proposed is totally unacceptable in that
location. We are talking about a major commercial enterprise being built in the middle of
a rural area.

Yours faithfully

Lesley Patterson
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Listen in
To hear Woodstock's best,
visit time.com/woodstock

Taking
Stock
Peace, love and−oh yeah,
music. The boomers' big
weekend turns 4o,but
how does Woodstock
sound after all these years?
BY JOSH TYRANGIEL

9

L
OTS OF PEOPLE NEVER MADE IT

to Woodstock, in part because
the 400,000 who did caused the
most famous traffic jam in New
York history. But for those of

us who missed it because of theinconve−
nience of having not yet been born, the
concert's 4othanniversary is instinctively
less a cause for celebration than an excuse
to plug our ears. We know thebasics−or
think we do. It was three days of music,
peace, love and nudity remembered with
greater clarity by those who weren'tpres−
ent than those who were. For decades,
our boomer elders have wielded that
muddy weekend at Max Yasgur's farm as
a signature accomplishment. To have not
been alive during Woodstock, we're told,
was to have missed the freest moment in
American history.

Boomers do this regularly, of course−
makeupstuffabouthowgreatthey are.

They're also eager consumers of goods that
jog the memory of their greatness. This
explains the current avalanche of hagio−
graphic Woodstock products−DV Ds,oral
histories, "4oth Anniversary Flashback
Edition" paper dolls−which is not the
most apt way to recall a moment suppos−
edlyunboundfromcommercialism.(The
promoters tried to charge $0.24 for a three−
day ticket, but the booths and turnstiles
were never setup.) But picking one's way
through the mess is worthwhile, if only
to find Woodstock−4o Years On−Back to
Yasgur'sFarm(Rhino Entertainment Co.),
asix−disccollectionof77 tracks, many of
which were thought lost, that strips out
the mythology and reconstructs Wood−
stock as it was intended: amusical event.

The eight hours of sound are justa
fifth of the overall concert, and thank
God. Because Woodstock'sfirsthalf was
honkingly bad. Richie Havens' "Freedom

"With a Little Help "I Want to Take "Sou! Sacrifice" "The Star−Spangled
from My Friends" You Higher" Santana Brnner"
Joe Cocker Sly 6, the Family Stone JimiHendrix

(Motherless Child)," asong he improvised
onstagebecauseother artists were stuck
in traffic, is representative of the problem.
Absent the day's biggest commercial
acts−theBeatles, the Rolling Stones and
Bob Dylan declined to participate−the
bill tilted toward flute bands and folk.
ies,and they played toacrowd the size of
Reno, Nev., as if they were in acoffeehouse.
Alotof the rock bands, meanwhile, were
stoned out of their minds. (The Grateful
Dead sound foggy, even for them.) At least
the Who−so enchanted with thevibe
that Pete Townshendbonked a speechify−
ing AbbieHoffman on the head and wrote
"Won't Get Fooled Again" in the concert's
wake−come off as professional. Not
passionate, but professional.

It's clear that no one−not the bands,
the organizers or the audience−−−had aclue
what they were supposed to be doing, and
with good reason: no one had ever done it

before. Prior to Woodstock there weren't
many impromptu six−figuregatherings
or stadium tours, so appropriate behav−
ior had to be invented. Luckilyaleader
emerged near the end of Day Two. Using
theonlylullinachurning r7−minute
medley, Sly Stone explained that singing
along isn't old−fashioned, that it wouldn't
turn the kids into their parents: "You must
digit is notafashion in thefirstplace. It is
afeeling,andifit was good in the past, it's
still good|' Moments later the entire city of
Woodstock was shouting"Hiiii−yer."

By Day Three, after Yasgur praised the
crowd for proving "that ahalf million
kids can ...

have three days of fun and
music and have nothing but fun andmu−
sic," the concert had turned great. Not all
ofit−4u years later and still no one can
explain why ShaNaNa was on the bill−
but enough so that the collective memory
is founded in something real. Performing

live for just the second time, at 4a.m.no
less,Crosby,Stills &Nashdeliveredariv−
eting"Suite: Judy Blue Eyes." A few hours
later, Jimi Hendrix treated the last 25,00o
standing to their own national anthem.
But Joe Cocker was the real king of Wood−
stock. We think of him now asaseriesof
tics and growls, but his seven−minute ver−
sionof "WithaLittleHelp from My
Friends" begins in complete control,
slowly building until halfway through,
when his sweet−voicedbackup singers
ask, "Do you need anybody?" Cocker re−
sponds... well, it's hard to describe exact−
ly what he howls. But there's no happier
sound. And no matter how long people
get together to listen to music, there
won't be another moment when singer,
song and audience merge so completely.
For afewdays, ageneration of people got
high with their friends. It sounds like a
small thing, until you hear it. •

"Suite: Judy Blue "Somebody to Love" "The Letter" "I Put a Spell on You" "Simple Song ofEyes" Jefferson Airplane TheIncredibleString Creedence Clearwater Freedom"Crosby, Stills S. Nash Band Revival Tim Hardin
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09−0028
The Director of Regional Projects,

I am sending you a submission regarding North Byron Parkland re Splendour in the
Grass.

Personally I don't mind Splendour being held in Byron Shire, the major problem I
have with it, is that simply, it will be held on the most easterly nature reserve on the
Australian mainland, with direct access to Mt Warning.

Byron Shire has volunteers that give up their time to try to save our Koalas, flora and
other fauna in that reserve. No consideration for their years of dedicated work is
disappointing. Volunteers are what keep regional areas going in all aspects of life, but
for the purpose of this submission, we need them for both our Fauna and Flora.

This is our heritage also our culture, Australia is becoming fractured, the importance
of our nature reserves are untold and unlimited.

We must protect our national heritage and not throw it down the drain, all for a few
bucks and a few thrills.

This site has peat under the ground, which in the past has been on fire, also this site
floods, it looks like a huge harbour when it is under water. Home for our amphibians
a time to breed and increase their dwindling numbers.

Byron Shire is a very small shire, we already have one major festival site plus many
smaller sites.

The noise, the people, the mess, the drugs, the bon fires will do damage to the habitat.
I don't think the wallabies koalas echidnas snakes and other animals quite understand
that their will be a certain number of days that they will be listening to head bashing
music, once the animals are gone their gone and never to return.

How sad that would be.

I would like you to seriously consider the repercussions in approving this site. Also
please consider that there is a site, council approved where they could hold their
festivals.

I fear that this is all about making money, and I feel that if approved they will not care
how large their festivals are, once they have the people in the grounds, their there.

I fear for the future of our amazing animals and plants, please, can we save this
sanctuary?

I live in a beautiful area, north of Byron Bay, I moved here because of the natural
beauty, the wildlife and the serenity.

Yours Sincerely





NEWS | ByronShireNews

From Page 8

crowd −how is it going to work on Tweed Val−
ley Way?

This is way bigger than just whether Splen−
dour should move to Yelgun. We need to act
nOW.

Get your submissions in now to stop NSW
Planning deciding what our community
should have to put up with on a weekly basis.

Tricia Constable
Wooyung

Application shows no
respect for locals
Are you aware of Splendour's (North Byron
Shire 'Parklands' read 'Trashlands') big finger
at local council, community, Greens, over 25
community groups and 11 environment
groups including BEC, BEACON and Nature
Conservation of NSW who have serious objec−
tions to their application with State Planning
Department?

We now find that there will be a massive
three or four major events of 35,000 attendees
up to 50,000 − meaning expect the entire pop−
ulation of Byron Shire to nearly double many
times a year; not to mention lots of 'moderate'
events up to 10,000 and many small events on−
gomg.

It exposes itself as a greedy development
with no respect for locals, environment, coun−
cil events policy, the Land and Environment
Court, and even prior NSW State Protection
Orders and millions of state dollars spent to
protect the site.

'Trashlands' is behaving like a bully. There
has been no community consultation.

When we held a large public meeting in
Ocean Shores three years ago, Mat Morris and
co bailed out on the basis that it was to be a
protest against their development.

Any amount of community bribes or tree−
planting does not change the fact that the last
wildlife corridor will be fractured, fragile koa−

la colonies and dozens of endangered species
will suffer, sewerage, roads, traffic, ongoing
binge drug and drinkfor our young kids will be
a constant nightmare; our local emergency
services will be tied up, holiday letting will go
berserk.

AndIhope we avoid what Sunrise residents
endured, with vomit, poo, rubbish and illegal
camping on streets and beaches.

As for NBST projections of millions to be in−
jectedinto our local economy −don't believe it.

These festivals are increasingly self−con−
tained with everything sold on site.

It's sad that the best of colourful old Byron
dance parties could be replaced by this ruth−
less, environmentally and socially insensitive
consortium.

Send objections to the State Planning De−
partment by November 19.

Email http://majorprojects.plan−
ning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?ac−
tion=view_job&job_id=3210 or write a letter
stating your objections to: The Director of Re−
gional Projects (09.0028), GPO Box 39, Sydney
2001.

Ri Fraser
Ocean Shores
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Zomment/Letters

Festival site would be an overwhelming experiment
Mac Nicolson and Dee Nessel of the Coalition for Festival Sanity respond to The Echo's interview last week
with the Parklands and Splendour organisers.
There are no specific restric−
tions on numbers per day al−
lowed for the two major out−
door music festivals permitted
per year under the Events Pol−
icy. The restraints are accord−
ing to the site and input from
Council planners and the RTA
according to standard criteria.

Under the Events Policy,
there is no reason why Splen−
dour could not hold their fes−
tival at the approved Bluesfest
site at Tyagarah. The real rea−
son they want their own site
and have gone above Council
to the State Government for
approval is so they can hold
an unlimited amount of even
bigger festivals and make huge
amounts of money.

For them to say that they
are wanting to find 'a balance
between an enjoyable experi−
ence for those attending and
the comfort of the community
we reside in' is disingenuous
and very patronising consider−
ing they have been completely
deaf to the concerns of local
residents.

Splendour/Parklands was

asked if they could confirm
the numbers of festivals they
want to hold each year and the
numbers attending. Despite the
reassuring words about begin−
ning with only about two fes−
tivals a year and 'only' 35,000
people per day the raw facts are
that they seek permission for
four festivals of 5o,ooo or more
per day, four more of up to
io,ooo per day and unlimited
smaller events, comprising 2o
days of major and large festival
days with bump in and bump
out periods of four weeks in
total either side of each festival.

Combined with frequent
smaller events the site would see
year round, non−stop industrial
activity. Thirty−five thousand
per day is more than twice the
size of the lastSplendour festival
held in Byron and such num−
bers multiplied by four plus the
rest would literally constitutea
Frankensteinesque social exper−
iment on the local community
and alaboratory rat experiment
on the local fauna movement
through a wildlife corridor, rec−
ognised to be of the highest con−

servational significance.
Splendour/Parklands were

asked what organisations apart
from Tourism NSW support
this development. Splendour
replied that they 'have received
an overwhelmingly positive
response through letters and
phone calls'

That's odd, in opposing this
development I thought we had
received an overwhelmingly
positive response through let−
ters, phone calls and emails.
We also have the support of
over thirty community organ−
isations, progress associations,
political party branches and
environment groups from By−
ron to the Tweed in addition
to several state bodies. We can
claim to have the indirect sup−
port of Byron Council as per
their Events Policy.

In summary, Splendour/
Parklands were asked about the
amount of pressure Byron's in−
frastructure would be put under
as a result of the development.
Considering what happened
this year at Woodford where
traffic was backed up for over

6km, it is highly unlikely that
the Yelgun interchange less than
one km from the site entrance
will not be seriously affected,
as will Brunswick Valley Way
be from the northbound traffic
exiting the freeway at the river.

They did not mention the
pressure on amenities such as
parks, beaches and other pub−
lic places and infrastructure.

Splendour were asked about
their economic assessment
which claims a benefit to the
region of 192.6 million dollars.
The bottom line is that there
will be some permanent jobs
created and some economic
benefit locally with the bulk of
the money heading straight out
of town, but nowhere near the
figures claimed.

What is completely ignored
here is that this is the precise
argument and type of economic
modelling which has resulted
in the Gold Coast being what it
is today and yet they still have
unemployment, crime rates and
a vastly inferior lifestyle from
what we have here. So why did
we choose to live here instead?
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24 Ferrim0ifÍaß Court
Ocean Shares

NS W 2483

The Director of Regional Projects (09−0028)
GPO Box 39
Sydney 2001

27th OCtober 2010

Dear Sir

Re: Development proposed by North Byron Parklands

The area is quite sleepy residential area, we do not have the resources' at
hand like Byron, where these festivals were held. In fact our area has been
overlooked quite a bit in the past, by the quality of roads we have in the area
and the woodlands are unkept and very overgrown. This area does not even
have sufficient drainage. Therefore, we would like to make the following
points regarding opposing the development of this site:−

• Wildlife on the site, ok to say they are planting trees and cattle grazing,
what about the effect of the rest of the diminishing species and the
wildlife corridor

• Bushfires, North Byron Parklands say no more danger than there is in
the surrounding areas Fern Beach, South Golden Beach, there were
number of call out last year with small bushfires in the buffer zones,
that's without the numbers of the people they want to entice to their
festivals who will be celebration mode, under the influence of alcohol or
drugs, they will out number us 8 to 1. So there is a much greater
chance of fire and how does our local Fire Fighting Service cope.

• Noise pollution will effect 225 (according to North Byron Parklands)
days of the local residents lives.

• Traffic − North Byron Parklands explained they could insure 3.8 people
per car. Looks good on paper − how can they ensure this − when
people buy tickets, will they specify they can only arrive with 3.8 to a
car.

• This will bring our small area to gridlock and where we live there is only
one road out, what happens if a resident has an emergency.

• Accommodation − where will they stay, 25,000 camping with all the
trees, cattle, festival set up (resources, food, toilets etc) car parking
bearing in mind the above point made. We know there is 660 acres of



land but with all their promises of this and that what space have they
left to accommodate this.

• This is residential area mainly made up of families with young children
or people who have retired to this area, it's not a fully serviced area.
Nearest garage is Brunswick 5km

• Nearest Hospital is Tweed 25 minute's drive, when the roads are clear.
• Policing − how will this be done. Cannot rely on North Byron Parklands

Security how can this be safe, what they put on paper and what
actually happens are two different things.

• Recently in an article printed by North Byron Parklands a picture
printed opposing the site was in fact a 1 in a 100 year flood − when we
developed our house we were put under stringent rules to abide by
Byronshire Planning for such floods. This year we have already had
severe rains and flooding in South Golden Beach and Fern Beach.

− The proposed site is a natural flood plain, if they develop the area they
will need to disperse their water, in the event of a flood the only place it
can go is to areas that will be already flooded.

• This water will be potentially contaminated with effluent and waste
material, it will naturally flow onto an already flooded residential area
and also into the environmental sensitive Brunswick River and Marine
Park. Who's liable for this clean up STATE GOVERNMENT?

We do hope you take our worries seriously, we just fill that this area does not
offer the resources they need to carry out this type of developrnent, in regard
of security, safety and respect for our homes.

Yours faithfully

Julie A Stratton
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