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c h a r ac t e r i m ag e s

The vision for the Hunter Medical Research Institute 
landscape design is to create an indigenous landscape in 
keeping with the site’s natural surrounds whilst also catering 
to the needs of users of the existing hospital facilities and 
proposed Research Institute.

The steeply sloping terrain for the proposed Hunter 
Medical Research Institute poses a challenge for the siting 
of buildings and carparking. The landscape design plays an 
essential role in integrating the proposed development into 
the existing vegetation and mitigating the visual impact 
through planting and screening.

The following design principles were used to generate the 
schematic landscape design:

Utilise plant species indigenous to the area in the  �
landscape

Integrate landscape treatments with the existing  �
bushland and sloped site

Create a legible and welcoming arrival experience to the  �
institute

Facilitate pedestrian movement through the carpark and  �
site

Minimise the visual impact of the carpark area through  �
planting

Provide for emergency access and fire protection  �
management within the landscape

Provide shade through planting to minimise heat island  �
effect

Landscape vision

design Principles
example of vertical markers and coloured paving for wayfinding

example of bioswales in carpark

example of folded metal stairexample of corten as folded material

example of light columns for wayfinding

example of macadam surface with local aggregate in parking bays

Materials
area material

roads and carpark drive aisles asphalt

carpark bays macadam (with local aggregate)

pedestrian and cycle paths concrete

arrival area stone of precast pavers

exterior terraces coloured concrete

pedestrian crossings coloured concrete

carpark stairs metal deck or corten
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