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8. Environmental risk analysis 
This chapter outlines how environmental issues for the project were identified through an 
environmental risk analysis process, and documents the findings of that process. 

DGRs Where addressed 

The environmental assessment must include an environmental risk 
analysis to identify potential environmental impacts associated with the 
project (construction and operation), proposed mitigation measures and 
potentially significant residual environmental impacts after the application 
of proposed mitigation measures.  

Section 8.2 

Where additional key environmental impacts are identified through this 
environmental risk analysis, an appropriately detailed impact assessment 
of this additional key environmental impact must be included in the 
environmental assessment. 

Section 8.3 

8.1 Overview 

An analysis was undertaken, which: 

 Identified environmental issues, including key issues in the DGRs and any other issues. 

 Examined potential impacts and proposed mitigation measures in relation to the identified 
issues. 

 Examined impacts likely to remain after application of mitigation measures. 

Based on this analysis, an environmental risk category was assigned to each impact. 
This enabled the identification of any matters that might be considered as additional key issues 
and established the basis for an appropriately detailed assessment of those additional issues to 
be included in this environmental assessment. 

8.2 Risk analysis 

The environmental risk categories assigned to each impact are described in Table 8-1. 
The environmental risk analysis is summarised in Table 8-2. The findings of the analysis are 
provided in Section 8.3. 

Table 8-1 Risk category descriptions 

Risk category Description 

A May have high or moderate level of impacts. Detailed assessment 
necessary to determine the level of potential impact and to 
develop appropriate measures to mitigate and manage the 
impacts. 

B May have high or moderate level of impacts. These can be 
mitigated by the application of standard environmental 
management measures. 

C Has low level of impacts manageable using standard environmental 
management measures. 

Impacts that have been assigned a risk category of ‘A’ are considered in all cases to indicate key 
issues. The environmental risk analysis has automatically allocated a risk category of ‘A’ to all 
key issues identified in the DGRs. 
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Traffic and transport was identified as a key issue in the Hume Highway Upgrade Holbrook 
Bypass: Preliminary Environmental Assessment (RTA 2008a) and the DGRs. However, further 
detailed assessment of this issue has determined that standard mitigation measures could be 
implemented to manage impacts during construction and operation. Were it not for inclusion 
as a key issue, the risk level for traffic and transport would be reassessed as ‘B’. 

8.3 Findings 

The environmental risk analysis did not identify any key issue additional to those included in the 
DGRs.  
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