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NOTES OF MEETING 
 

Sydney CityGrid Project 
 

Planning Focus Meeting 
 

DATE:   Monday 28 April 2008 
TIME:   12.30PM – 3.00PM 
LOCATION:  EnergyAustralia Head Office Building (Room 403)  
  570 George Street, Sydney 
 
Attendees: 
 
Department of Planning 

 Neville Osborne 
 Swati Sharma 
 Anthony Pedroza (Metro Division) 
 Dr Iain Stuart (Heritage Branch) 

 
EnergyAustralia 

 Craig Moody 
 Wilma Penrose 
 Phil Gates 
 Amy Lehoczky 
 Santo Ragusa 
 Walter Stefani 
 Hesham Saad 
 Julie Walker 
 Robert Moses 

 
Ministry of Transport 

 Robert Paterson 
 
TIDC 

 Raymond Ng 
 Peter Bourke 

 
RailCorp 

 Wai-man Ng 
 Peter Boyden 
 John Bryan 

 
Department of Water and Energy 

 Peter Lansdown 
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City of Sydney 

 Jeremy Swan 
 
Department of Environment and Climate Change 

 Debbie Cole 
 Gillian Reffell 

 
RTA 

 Suppiah Thillai 
 
PlanCom 

 Julian Ardas 
 
Artifex Management Group 

 Tony Fullelove 
 
Apologies: 
 
RTA 

 Peter Morris 
 
Circulation:   
 
Attendees and apologies listed above 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Notes of Meeting: 
 

o Introduction was given by Neville Osborne (Department of Planning) regarding the purpose 
of the meeting. 

 
o Craig Moody (EnergyAustralia) gave an overview of the strategic context of electricity 

supply to the CBD and that EnergyAustralia has to fulfil new licensing requirements by 
2014.   

 
o Wilma Penrose (EnergyAustralia) gave an overview of the Sydney CityGrid Project 

components; generally comprising new substations and refurbishment of existing 
substations in the Sydney CBD, including a 132k cable tunnel network of approximately 
3.2km running from Riley Street, Surry Hills around the eastern and northern sectors of the 
city to the corner of Erskine and Sussex Streets. 

 
Key Environmental Aspects considered are: 

 Design review  
 Electric and magnetic fields (EMF) 
 Traffic and access 
 Noise and vibration 
 Surface and groundwater management 
 Heritage and archaeology 
 Greenhouse gas and air quality 
 Property (including settlement) 
 Spoil management  
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Other Environmental Aspects include: 

 Amenity 
 Socio-economics 
 Health, safety, risk and hazards 
 Cumulative impacts 
 Demand management 

 
The tunnel network would interface with new and proposed rail and road tunnels, such as: 

 Eastern Suburbs Rail Tunnel  
 City Circle Rail 
 Metro Pitt (proposed) 
 Metro West (proposed) 
 North West Metro Link (proposed) 
 Cross City Tunnel 
 Eastern Distributor 

 
Preliminary vertical alignments indicate that sufficient separation can be achieved between 
these tunnels, however, further discussion will be required with RTA and CCM, RailCorp 
and TIDC. 

 
o Approvals Process – the Minister for Planning has declared the project to be one that Part 

3A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 applies.   The Minister is the 
determining authority. 

 
o Project Timeframe – work commencing in early 2009 for Belmore Park Zone Substation 

development with other project components through to 2020 and beyond. 
 
Questions and Answers – open forum 

 
1. DECC raised the issue of vibration and the impact on heritage buildings, specifically 

terraces in Surry Hills. DECC further mentioned “offsets” to address settlement. 
 
Response: A tunnel boring machine will be used to excavate the tunnel through rock and has less 
vibration impact than a traditional roadheader excavated tunnel. Furthermore, a detailed noise and 
vibration study would be undertaken as part of the environmental assessment.  The design would 
also take into account existing above ground structures. 

 
2. RTA mentioned the need for EnergyAustralia to set up a meeting to discuss the Cross City 

Motorway.  
 
Response: EnergyAustralia has approached Peter Morris in order to arrange a meeting with CCM 
and the RTA.  Similar issues to that discussed and agreed with the RTA/CCM in relation to the City 
West Cable Tunnel (CWCT) would have to be resolved in terms of an agreed alignment crossing 
the CCT tunnels. 
 

3. RailCorp stated that there would be a need to consider the issue of electrolysis, in relation 
to the Eastern Suburbs Railway (ESR), which runs adjacent to Belmore Park Zone 
Substation development.  

 
Response: The development would not encroach into the easement (buffer zone) for the ESR.  
However, EnergyAustralia would take into consideration the type of temporary rock anchors to be 
used in the construction to ensure that there would be no impact. 
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4. City of Sydney Council, mentioned that residents raise a lot of questions about the Riley 
Street/Albion Street site and that there is significant site water in the current excavation.  
The future intention of the Riley Street site was also questioned. 

 
Response: Noted. Community concerns would be fleshed out as part of the consultation process. 
 
In relation to the Riley Street site, the concept application seeks approval for the following:  
 

 construction of the City East Cable Tunnel (CEST) and the (150m) extension of the 
existing cable tunnel in the short term (2010 to 2014 approximately); 

 operation/access point of the CECT in the longer term, potentially including a water 
treatment facility (WTP) if the existing WTP at Campbell Street Zone Substation cannot be 
used (2013 to 2015 approximately); and 

 a sub-transmission switching station (2011 to 2013 approximately). 
 
The remaining part of the Riley Street site may be redeveloped for other use, however, this would 
be subject to a separate planning application and is not being proposed as part of the concept 
application.  Future use is speculative at this stage but could include a new bulk supply point 
bringing additional power into the CBD. 

 
5. RailCorp, mentioned the proposed Metro West rail line and the ’high’ and ‘low’ options into 

Wynyard, which makes the Margaret Street area complicated. 
 
Response: Agreed. EnergyAustralia has also taken into consideration these options following an 
initial meeting with RailCorp to ascertain proposed RLs.  Construction technique would include a 
“concrete lining” of the tunnel (i.e. no rock bolts) providing support and the ability to locate the 
CECT in closer proximity to other structures. 
 

6. RailCorp stated that there are a number of other services in the area of Belmore Park 
Zone Substation development including the light rail and the Telstra tunnel. 

 
Response: EnergyAustralia is aware of these services and intends to speak with representatives 
from Metro Transport Sydney in relation to the Metro Light Rail and Telstra in relation to the tunnel 
which is in close proximity to the site on the Pitt Street.  Further consultation with affected 
stakeholders would also take place. 
 

7. DECC representative asked about water treatment for the CECT. 
 
Response: The preference is for groundwater from the operational CECT to be treated at the 
existing Campbell Street Zone Substation Water Treatment Plant (WTP) – this plant currently treats 
water from the existing cable tunnel and will also treat the CWCT when operational. If there is 
insufficient capacity for the proposed CECT then a new WTP would be constructed at the Riley 
Street site (or elsewhere). The option to reuse water, as opposed to discharging after treatment into 
stormwater, would be explored in the detailed design stage. Water reuse would require detailed 
investigations regarding water quality and will only be known when borehole data and water 
chemistry are known. 
 

8. Department of Planning (Heritage Branch) representative asked about the construction 
timetable for Belmore Park Zone Substation. 

 
Response: Bulk excavation would commence in early 2009, the zone substation must be 
commissioned by 2013, at the latest. 
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9. MOT stated it (and TIDC) had the responsibility of design and delivery of the proposed 
North West Metro Link and would be seeking concept approval around October this year.  
MOT also stated that construction would be commencing in 2010 with completion in 2017 
and that there would be a pedestrian concourse joining Wynyard and Barangaroo along 
the Margaret Street area. 

 
Response: EnergyAustralia understood that the proposed alignments for the North West Metro Link 
would be fairly deep in order to cross Darling Harbour, however, further discussions with MOT and 
TIDC would be taking place to understand the potential constraints. 
 

10. TIDC acknowledged that the tunnel alignment for the North West Metro Link, as shown in 
the presentation, was essentially correct. 

 
11. MOT stated that it would need to have further discussions with EnergyAustralia in relation 

to the power supply for the proposed North West Metro Link.    
 
Response: Generally electrical feed for rail infrastructure is supplied from outside of the CBD 
network.  MOT/TIDC would have to discuss these issues with EnergyAustralia supply branches, 
however, this can be progressed through further dialogue with the Project team. 

 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 




