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Richmond Line Duplication (Quakers Hill to Vineyard) 

PROJECT U P D AT E

What is the Richmond Line 
Duplication Project?

The Richmond Line Duplication forms part of the NSW
Government’s Rail Clearways Program, designed to improve
capacity and reliability on CityRail’s suburban rail network. 

The project will improve commuter services and comfort, 
and meet the expected increase in demand for rail services
as a result of predicted growth in Sydney’s North West
Growth Centre. 

The Richmond Line Duplication comprises of:

• the construction of approximately 10 kilometres of new 
track (and associated overhead wiring) between Quakers Hill
and Vineyard

• a new station, car park, and bus interchange at Schofields,
located approximately 800 metres south-east of the existing
Schofields Station

• an upgrade of Riverstone Station, including easy access
facilities including two lifts, a covered footbridge at the
southern end of the station and platform resurfacing

• a new electrical substation near the new Schofields Station

• a new station, car park and bus interchange at Vineyard,
located approximately 250 metres south-east of the existing
Vineyard Station

• replacement of existing pedestrian level crossings at Quakers
Hill and Schofields with new footbridges with ramps

• reconstruction of the Westminster Street overbridge to
accommodate two traffic lanes and two pedestrian footways

When the new stations become operational the current
Schofields and Vineyard Stations will be decommissioned.

The Richmond Line Duplication Project will:

• increase service frequency for existing and future residents

• address increased demand for rail and transport services as
a result of development in the North West Growth Centre

• improve accessibility at stations through easy access services
such as lifts and ramps

• provide for car parking, bus interchange and kiss-and-ride
facilities at the new Schofields and Vineyard Stations

• improve the ability of operations to recover during disruptions

• improve capacity, service reliability and reduce bottlenecks 
on the Richmond Branch Line

• provide capacity to increase peak hour train services

• reduce station congestion

• reduce delays on other rail lines on the CityRail network.

Public exhibition of the Environmental Assessment for the Richmond Line Duplication

This newsletter has been prepared by Transport Infrastructure Development Corporation (TIDC) to inform
you about the public exhibition of the Environmental Assessment for the Richmond Line Duplication. This
newsletter contains information about the approval process, upcoming community information sessions
and how you can have your say. 

Indicative artist impression of the new Schofields
Station, subject to detailed design

For more project information, please call our infoline on 1800 684 490 or visit www.tidc.nsw.gov.au



Project delivery

Stage one
Stage one works will deliver an additional track between
Quakers Hill and the new Schofields Station and involve
associated track, signal and station works. Construction of
Stage one is expected to commence in 2009 with completion
expected in 2011.

Stage two
Stage two will deliver the duplication of the track between the
new Schofields Station and Vineyard, including an upgraded
Riverstone Station, a new Vineyard Station, and associated
track and signal works. Stage two has been deferred to align
with growth in the North West Growth Centre.

The Environmental Assessment for the project seeks approval
for both stages of the duplication between Quakers Hill 
and Vineyard.

What is an Environmental Assessment?
TIDC has engaged Parsons Brinckerhoff (PB) to prepare an
Environmental Assessment to satisfy the requirements of Part
3A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979
(EP&A Act).

The Environmental Assessment includes:

• background information, including the need for the project,
its strategic context and the alternatives considered

• a description of the concept design

• assessment and investigations of any potential key
environmental impacts

• recommended measures proposed to minimise and manage
potential environmental impacts.

Key issues addressed in the Environmental Assessment include:

• land use and transport issues, including access to stations

• potential impacts

• benefits of the project 

• noise and vibration impacts during construction and operation 

• cultural heritage 

• flora and fauna

• hydrology, including flood management.

TIDC will continue to work with Blacktown City Council, the
NSW Department of Planning (the authority responsible for the
supply of land and the coordinated provision of infrastructure
projects), property owners, businesses and residents to
deliver the best possible outcomes for the project and
minimise impacts on the environment and the community. 

How has previous feedback been used? 
TIDC recognises the importance of addressing environmental,
social, engineering and cost factors to deliver the best value
for the people of NSW and to serve the local community. 

Communication and engagement with stakeholders has taken
place during the following three phases of the project:

• initial concept development (2006 to early 2007)

• preparation of the Project Application and Preliminary
Environmental Assessment Report (between June 2007
and February 2008)

• preparation of the Environmental Assessment (between
February 2008 and March 2009).

Community and stakeholder issues identified through
consultation are presented in the Environmental Assessment. 

A full list of the issues raised by stakeholders and where each
issue is addressed in the Environmental Assessment can be
found in Appendix C of the Environmental Assessment –
Volume 1 Main Report. 

What happens next?
The Environmental Assessment is on public exhibition from
Wednesday 29 April 2009 to Monday 1 June 2009 and
written submissions are invited during this time. 

The Environmental Assessment exhibition process allows for
community and stakeholder feedback which will be
considered and may result in modifications and improvements
to the project. 

TIDC will consider all written submissions received and
prepare a report addressing issues raised and outlining any
proposed changes to the project.

Following examination of the Environmental Assessment and
the report addressing submissions received, the Director-
General of the Department of Planning will provide an
Assessment Report to The Minister for Planning, who will then
make a decision on the project and, if approved, will set
Conditions of Approval. 

Should the Richmond Line Duplication works be approved,
the local community and relevant agencies will continue to be
engaged during the preparation of the detailed design and
throughout construction. 

Planning for the future of North West Sydney
The NSW Government, through agencies including TIDC, RailCorp, Ministry of Transport, NSW Department of
Planning, and Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA), is working to plan for future growth in North West Sydney
through initiatives such as the Richmond Line Duplication project and urban development in areas such as
Riverstone Precinct, Alex Avenue Precinct and Riverstone West Precinct. These precincts are to the north of
Quakers Hill, either side of the Richmond Branch Line. 



Key features of the project

Existing railway line

Extent of Stage 1 trackwork

Extent of Stage 2 trackwork

North West Growth Centre



New pedestrian footbridges

New pedestrian footbridges will be constructed at
Quakers Hill and Schofields to replace the existing
pedestrian level crossings that would be removed as
part of this project. 

The footbridges would be accessible via ramps and
have been proposed to improve pedestrian safety
following the increase in train numbers once the new
line is operational.

Upgrade to Riverstone Station (Stage two)

Facilities include: 

• an upgrade of platforms 1 and 2

• a new covered footbridge providing access to
the station and across the tracks

• easy access facilities including lifts.

* all images are indicative only and subject to 
detailed design

Indicative artist’s impression of the new Schofields Station (facing north-west)*

Indicative artist’s impression of the Riverstone Station upgrade (facing south-west)*

Indicative artist’s impression of the new Vineyard Station (facing south)*

Indicative artist’s impression of the new Schofields pedestrian footbridge*

New Vineyard Station (Stage two)

Facilities include:

• an island and side platform 

• a new car park with approximately 220 spaces on
the eastern side of Riverstone Parade

• a bus interchange, taxi zone and kiss-and-ride
facilities on the western side of Riverstone Parade

• a footbridge providing access between 
Riverstone Parade and the platforms

• easy access facilities including lifts.

New Schofields Station (Stage one)

Facilities include: 

• a commuter car park providing approximately 230
spaces on both the eastern and western sides of
the station

• bus interchange, taxi zone and kiss-and-
ride facilities

• easy access facilities including lifts

• an island platform

• a footbridge providing access to the station and
access across the tracks.



Public exhibition of the
Environmental Assessment (EA)

Written submissions on the Richmond Line Duplication Project
are invited during the public exhibition period.

Written submissions on the Environmental Assessment and/or
the project can be made to the NSW Department of Planning by
anyone with an interest in the project. Submissions should be
sent to the NSW Department of Planning by the closing date and
should be addressed to:

Quakers Hill to Vineyard Duplication Environmental Assessment
Director, Major Infrastructure Assessments
NSW Department of Planning
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

All submissions must be received by Monday 1 June 2009.

A report will be prepared in response to all written submissions
received which will be made publicly available. Structuring your
submission to include sub-headings, dot points, or numbering
of issues will help ensure all your issues are addressed.

Submissions received by NSW Department of Planning are
regarded as public documents and any information contained in
them can be published in subsequent assessment documents.
NSW Department of Planning may send copies of the
submissions it receives on the proposal to the proponent and/or
other interested parties. If the information is not to be distributed,
this should be clearly stated in your submission.

Submissions

You are invited to attend a Community Information Session
where you will be able to find out more about the project, talk
to the project team and provide your feedback. Specialists
from the project team will be available to talk to you about
your ideas, suggestions or concerns at the following
Community Information Sessions: 

Date: Thursday, 7 May 2009, 7pm – 9pm

Venue: Schofields Community Centre, 
65 Railway Terrace, Schofields 

Date: Saturday, 23 May 2009, 9am – noon

Venue: Riverstone Senior Citizens Hall, 
Park Street, Riverstone

You may visit the Community Information Sessions at any time
during these hours.

Community Information Sessions

For further information regarding the project, please call TIDC’s
Project Infoline on 1800 648 490, email mail@tidc.nsw.gov.au,
or visit the website at www.tidc.nsw.gov.au. 

This update is an overview only and does not form part of the
Environmental Assessment. Readers should refer to the
Environmental Assessment for Quakers Hill to Vineyard for
comprehensive information.  

Where can I get further information?

From Wednesday 29 April 2009 to Monday 1 June 2009 the
Environmental Assessment is available to be viewed at the
following locations: 

• Blacktown City Council – 62 Flushcombe Road, Blacktown,
Monday to Friday 8:30am – 4:30pm 

• Blacktown Library – Cnr Flushcombe Road and Alpha
Street, Blacktown, Monday to Friday 9:30am – 7:45pm,
Saturday 9:30am – 4:00pm, Sunday 12pm – 4pm 

• Hawkesbury City Council – 366 George Street, Windsor
Monday to Friday 8:30am – 5:00pm 

• Hawkesbury Central Library – 300 George Street, Windsor
Monday to Friday 9am – 7pm, Saturday 9am – 1pm, 
Sunday 2pm – 5pm 

• Richmond Branch Library – Cnr West Market & March
Street, Richmond, Monday to Friday – 9:30am – 6pm,
Saturday 9am – 1pm 

• NSW Department of Planning – 22-33 Bridge Street,
Sydney, Monday to Friday 9am – 5pm.

• The Nature Conservation Council of NSW – Level 2, 
301 Kent Street, Sydney, Monday to Friday 9am – 5pm 

• Transport Infrastructure Development Corporation –
Level 5, Tower A, Zenith Centre, 821 Pacific Highway,
Chatswood, Monday to Friday 8:30am – 5:30pm

The Environmental Assessment is also available on the TIDC
website at www.tidc.nsw.gov.au. A DVD copy of the
Environmental Assessment is available upon request. 

Existing railway line at Schofields that 

will be duplicated as part of the project



For more project information, please call our infoline on 1800 684 490 or visit www.tidc.nsw.gov.au
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This document contains important information about rail projects in your area. If you require the services of an

interpreter, please contact the Translating and Interpreting Service on 131 450 and ask them to call the Transport

Infrastructure Development Corporation (TIDC) on (02) 9200 0200. The Interpreter will then assist you with translation.

Filipino

Tamil

Arabic

German

Maltese

Chinese

Croatian

Hindi

Polish

Italian


