
14 September 2021 

Attention: The Secretary 
The NSW Department of Planning, Industry & Environment 
GPO Box 39 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 

Dear Secretary 

RE: CADIA COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT (2021) 

In accordance with The Department of Planning, Industry & Environment’s Community 
Consultative Committee Guidelines applicable to State significant projects, please find 
enclosed Newcrest Limited’ Cadia Valley Operations Community Consultative 
Committee’ 2021 Annual Report.  

Should you have any further queries regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to 
contact me on 0412 160 200. 

Yours sincerely, 

David Johnson 
Independent Chair– Cadia Valley Operations Community Consultative Committee 
Email: johnsons08@iinet.net.au  

Enclosed 
1. Cadia Valley Operations Community Consultative Committee Annual Report

(2021)
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1. BACKGROUND

Cadia Valley Operations (Cadia) is one of Australia’s largest gold mining 
operations and is 100 per cent owned by Newcrest Mining Ltd. It is 
located approximately 25 kilometers from the city of Orange in Central 
West New South Wales (see Figure 1). 

Cadia comprises two mines - the Cadia East underground panel cave 
mine which commenced commercial production on 1 January 2013 and 
the Ridgeway underground mine (currently under care and 
maintenance).  The previously mined Cadia Hill open pit is now utilised 
for tailings deposition and is referred to as the Pit Tailings Storage Facility 
(PTSF). 

At Cadia, Newcrest produces gold doré from a gravity circuit and gold-rich 
copper concentrates from a flotation circuit. Gold doré from Cadia is refined in Australia 
and concentrates are piped to a dewatering plant at nearby Blayney and sent by rail 
to Port Kembla in New South Wales for export mainly to Eastern Asia. 

Figure 1: Aerial view of Cadia’s operations 
and Mining Lease (red Line) 
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Additional information about Cadia’s operations is available at: 
https://www.newcrest.com/our-assets/cadia  

2. CADIA COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

The NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (DPIE) is committed to ensuring 
project proponents and project owners engage with the community and stakeholder groups 
on State significant projects. It recognises that community stakeholders should have a say in 
matters that affect their lives, and that community engagement results in better planning 
outcomes. State significant projects are large, complex and can have major economic, social 
and environmental benefits and impacts over a long period. The Department encourages 
proponents to consult widely with the community and stakeholder groups at all stages of the 
project.  

The purpose of a community consultative committee (CCC) is to provide a forum for 
discussion between the proponent and representatives of the community, stakeholder 
groups and the local councils on issues directly relating to a specific state significant project.  

As a condition of the Cadia East Project development consent, Newcrest established the Cadia 
Community Consultative Committee (Cadia CCC) in 1998.  The Cadia CCC is an advisory 
committee which is required to operate in general accordance with the Community 
Consultative Committee Guidelines for State Significant Projects (NSW Department of 
Planning, Industry and Environment, January 2019). 

In accordance with the guideline, the Cadia CCC comprises an Independent Chair and 
appropriate representation from the community, Local Councils and Cadia. 

3. MEMBERS OF THE CADIA CCC

The Cadia CCC is comprised of 12 members, namely: 
• An Independent Chairperson, appointed by DPIE (1 Member);
• One Community Member from each of the Blayney, Cabonne and Orange Local

Government Areas, and who permanently reside in those LGAs (3 Members);
• One Community Member from each of the Forest Reefs/Flyers Creek and

Errowanbang/Burnt Yards districts, and who permanently reside in those areas (2
Members).

• One Member from each of the Local Councils, namely Cabonne Shire Council,
Orange City Council and Blayney Shire Council (3 Members).

• Three Members from Cadia, including the person with direct managerial
responsibility for environmental management, the person with direct managerial
responsibility for community relations and the general manager (3 Members).

Members of relevant government agencies or other individuals, including community 
members, may be invited or request to attend meetings. 

https://www.newcrest.com/our-assets/cadia
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The 2020/21 Cadia CCC Members are listed in Table 1.  Community Members are publicised 
in the Cadia District Community Newsletter (Newsletter) and on the Cadia Valley Operations 
website (cadiavalley.com.au). 

Table 1:  Cadia CCC Members as of 30 June 2021 

Cadia CCC Member: Member for: Period: 

David Johnson Independent Chair Full period 
Heather Nicholls Cabonne Shire Council Full period 
Mark Dicker Blayney Shire Council Full period 
David Waddell Orange City Council Full period 
Chris Baker Blayney LGA Community Full period 
Graham Brown Orange LGA Community Full period 
Geoff Knox Errowanbang Community Full period 
Kim Masters Flyers Creek Community Full period 
Bob Meyenn Cabonne Landholder Full period 
Aaron Brannigan 
Cadia, General Manager 

Cadia Full period 

Merrilyn Tinsley 
Cadia, Manager – 
Health, Safety, 
Environment & Social 
Responsibility (HSESR) 

Cadia environmental management July to 
November 

Jane Chung 
Cadia, Superintendent 
Community Relations 
and Approvals 

Cadia community relations July to 
November 

Vicki Hood 
Cadia, Superintendent - 
Environment 

Cadia environmental management December to 
June 

Bridgette Byrne 
Cadia Valley 
Operations, 
Manager – People and 
Social Performance 

Cadia community relations  December to 
June 

If a Member is unable to attend a meeting, they are able to nominate an alternative member 
to attend. 

4. ATTENDANCE BY NON-COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Non-committee Members are welcomed to attend meetings, subject to the endorsement of 
the Independent Chair.  
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Cadia frequently has Non-committee Members attend the meeting to present on their area 
of speciality or responsibility.  

5. CADIA CCC MEETINGS

5.1. MEETINGS 
The Cadia CCC holds meetings quarterly on the second Monday of each month, namely 
August, November, February and May.  

Meeting held in 2020/21 were: 
1. 10 August 2020 (Video Conference)
2. 10 November 2020
3. 8 February 2021
4. 10 May 2021

5.2. MEETING MINUTES 
Meeting minutes are prepared for each meeting.  All meeting minutes are made available to 
the public via the Cadia Valley Operations website (cadiavalley.com.au). Once each Cadia CCC 
Member has had the opportunity to review the minutes, the document is uploaded as a draft 
set of minutes. After the minutes have been ratified at the following quarter’s meeting the 
minutes are uploaded as final (see Figure 2). 

Figure 2: Cadia CCC Webpage via cadiavalley.com.au 

Minutes of the meeting conducted during the reporting period are attached as Appendix 1. 

6. MEETING ATTENDANCE

The 2020/21 Cadia CCC Members attendance is detailed in Table 2. 
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Table 2:  Cadia CCC Member Attendance in 2020/21 

Cadia CCC Members Number of 
Meetings Attended 

Percentage of 
Meetings Attended 

Independent Chair 4/4 100% 

Cabonne Shire Council 3/4 75% 

Blayney Shire Council 3/4 75% 

Orange City Council 3/4 75% 

Blayney LGA Community 3/4 75% 

Orange LGA Community 4/4 100% 

Cabonne LGA Community 4/4 100% 

Forest Reefs/Flyers Creek district 
Community 

4/4 100% 

Errowanbang/Burnt Yards district 
Community 

2/4 50% 

Cadia – community 4/4 100% 

Cadia - Environment 3/4 75% 

Cadia – General Manager 4/4 100% 

7. LOCATION OF MEETINGS

Meetings are normally held at Central NSW Business HQ’s facility in Orange, located at 1/34 
Sale Street, Orange. The August 2020 meeting was by video-conference.  

8. CONDUCT OF MEMBERS

Cadia CCC Members have followed the code of conduct, submitted a declaration of pecuniary 
and non-pecuniary interests and adhered to the constitution. No breach of requirements has 
been identified or reported.  The declaration of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests is also 
a standing agenda item. 

9. CADIA CCC TRAINING

Cadia CCC members may seek funding or other assistance from Cadia to develop the skills 
necessary to further develop their capacity as a CCC Member.  Examples may include training 
or skills development in: 

• Facilitation or mediation;
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• Communication and conflict resolution; 
• Best practice environmental management and community relations. 

 
 
Cadia CCC Members are invited to undertake a site tour upon their commencement to 
familiarise themselves with the operations and understand how Cadia operates.  In addition, 
Cadia CCC Members can request an inspection or site tour at any time.   

10. CADIA CCC FUNDING AND REMUNERATION  

Community and Council Members on the Cadia CCC are not remunerated or receive any 
funding or payment.  
 
The Independent Chair is remunerated in-line with DPIE’s CCC Guidelines.  
 
Cadia’s Members and Non-committee Members that attend are remunerated under their 
individual standing employment contract.  

11. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PROPONENT 

Cadia provides the Cadia CCC with timely, accurate and comprehensive reports, including 
Newcrest and Cadia operational updates, status of projects, environmental performance, 
project approvals and community relations.  
 
Cadia provides copies of approvals, reports and other relevant documents via the Cadia Valley 
Operations website and hardcopies of the Newcrest Sustainability Report and the Cadia 
Annual Environmental Management Report.  

12. COMMUNICATION WITH THE COMMUNITY  

The Cadia CCC discusses operational information and members are encouraged to share 
information with their local stakeholders. Cadia CCC members bring questions or concerns 
from their constituents to meetings to be addressed.  
 
Since the 10th September 2020, Cadia has commenced sending community notifications prior 
to meetings to advise community members of upcoming meetings and to request that any 
issues or concerns be brought forward to Community Members for tabling at the meeting. 
 
Cadia has also commenced sending community notifications after the meetings to advise 
members of the local community when the Draft Minutes are uploaded to the CVO website. 
 
Additionally: 
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- Cadia publishes a regular newsletter which is distributed to residents who reside near 
the mining operations or who live further away but have expressed an interest in 
Cadia’s operations and future developments. The newsletter is also published on the 
Cadia Valley Operations website for access by the public.  

- Residents meetings are held approximately every 4-6 month to provide operational 
updates and open forums for questions, answers and discussions between 
representatives of Cadia’ senior leadership team and the community.   

- Project specific community consultation meetings are held regarding upcoming 
modifications, approvals and projects. 

 

13. APPENDICES  

Appendix 1: Meeting Minutes for 2020/21 
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Title Cadia Community Consultative Committee Meeting 

Meeting Date & Time 10th May2021 @ 6:00 PM 

Chairperson David Johnson Independent Chairperson 

Meeting Attendees Aaron Brannigan General Manager, Cadia 

Bridgette Byrne Manager, People & Social Performance, Cadia 

Jane Chung Superintendent, Approvals, Cadia 

Matt Armstrong Superintendent, Social Performance, Cadia 

Vicki Hood Superintendent, Environment, Cadia 

Mark Hodges    Orange City Council Representative 

Graham Brown Landowner Representative for Orange City Council 

LGA  

Kim Masters    Landowner Representative -Forest Reefs / Flyers 

Creek District  

Bob Meyenn Landowner for Cabonne Shire Council LGA 

Heather Nicholls Cabonne Shire Council Representative 

Chris Baker Landowner Representative – Blayney Shire Council 

LGA 

Mark Dicker Blayney Shire Council Representative 

Apologies Geoff Knox Landholder Representative – Errowanbang District 

David Waddell Orange City Council Representative 

Venue BizHQ Meeting Room, Sale St Orange NSW 

Next Meeting Monday, 9th Aug 2021 @ 6:00PM 
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David Johnson opened the meeting at 6:04PM and welcomed all attendees.   
 

Acknowledgement of Country  

David Johnson delivered an Acknowledgement of Country 

 

Meeting Welcome and introductions  

Apologies for the meeting tendered for Geoff Knox  

Safety shares 

Graham Brown – Reminder to ensure stock gates are shut on farms. Important to 

prevent stock getting out on the road and potentially causing accidents.  

NSW RFS Fire App – the app allows people to respond to events close to them, 

rather than relying on dispatch who are located in Sydney.  

 

Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Minutes accepted by all. 

 

# Action Who Due By Status 

1 

Cadia to confirm that the area of interest as a potential site for 

a future tailings storage facility is fully located within the Rodd 

Creek catchment. 

April Meeting Update – Still waiting for drilling results to be 

finalised. 

 

JC – still assessing different site options. 

AB – have 8 different options to choose from. 

JC – looking at various areas and capacities, main work 

completed to date is the drilling. 

Jane C 20/12/20 
In 

Progress 

2 

Vicki Hood to explain why ‘estimate’ figures are used and send 

through electronic version graphs to Mark. 

Completed by Nic B. 

Vicki H 28/02/21 Complete 
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Welcome and introductions  

Action – Chris Baker to sign declaration of interest form.  

 

Production and Site Update – Aaron Brannigan 

Aaron Brannigan provided an update on Production and Site.  

 
Aaron Brannigan  
March quarter results – as per slide information, highlighting the All In Sustaining 
Cost (AISC) is $ - 160 / oz for Cadia. 

 
 
Chris Baker  
Are there any plans to use some rock from earlier workings in Cadia pit that is in the 
waste dumps, as it had a high copper grade? 
Aaron Brannigan 
Unsure, the gold and copper is associated in the ore, the rock in the waste dumps is 
still unlikely to be used. We look at the equivalent gold gradeof the copper as a whole 
package.  
Bob Meyenn 
If Cadia is producing large amounts of copper, where else is there more gold? 
Aaron Brannigan 
Cadia produces gold, copper and silver and soon to be Molibdinum, this is how our 
AISC is so low. 
Bob Meyenn 
But do Newcrest’s other mines have the same amount of copper? Meaning that they 
aren’t able to offset their running costs. 
Aaron Brannigan 
Newcrest’s operations are all gold producing, with a range of other metals depending 
on the mine. Cadia is a low-cost producer. If you look at Telfer for example, it is not 
as efficient as Cadia due to the way the ore is mined. We are ’operational 
expenditure’ efficient due to the mining method, we do not need to blast to mine. 
Instead, we open up the mine, panel caves, and let gravity do its work, whereas most 
mines drill and blast. 
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Aaron Brannigan  
Cadia still remains unimpacted by COVID -19. 
Recent Con 1 shut down is now complete, with over 500 workers onsite. This was 
the first time in a long time that a shutdown was completed without a single 
recordable injury. It was a very good effort. 
 

Exploration 

 
Aaron Brannigan 
As the current exploration holder, we inherit responsibility for undertaking 
rehabilitation of the area for older exploration works. 
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Cadia Expansion Project (CXP) 

 

 
Aaron Brannigan:  
CXP – Stage 1, have completed tie in / commissioning works this week.  
CXP – Stage 2, as per slide.  
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Moly Plant 

 
Aaron Brannigan: 
Progressing well with zero loss time injuries (LTI’s). 
As per slide, basically in dry commissioning at the moment, will start wet 
commissioning in June / July 21.  
Regardless of COVID-19, the project is doing quite well on a scheduling front. 
David Johnson 
The price of Moly, is it continuing to rise? 
 
Aaron Brannigan 
Currently, we produce over 100,000 tonnes of copper, we would be producing a 
couple thousand tonnes of Moly. Will be bagging it and selling from there.  
Graham Brown 
Current price of Moly $11.59 per pound. 
Kim Masters 
Moly is of powder form? 
Aaron Brannigan 
Moly gets floated off and taken to its own dewatering facility. This will then be bagged 
and transported by truck.  
Chris Baker 
Will this go down to Blayney to be moved by rail? 
Aaron Brannigan 
Unsure at this stage, it depends on who we’re selling the product to. Moly gets used 
in a large variety of products.  
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Moly Plant Entry Road  

 
Aaron Brannigan 
Also progressing well with 0 LTI’s. Starting to place bitumen, this should be 
completed by the end of FY21. 
Graham Brown 
Will construction of the Moly plant cause a loop road to Woodville Road to Cadia 
Road?  
Jane Chung 
No. From previous meetings last year, we don’t expect to a road realignment for 
another couple of years. 
Kim Masters  
Will there be an access control point at the gate entry? 
Matthew Armstrong 
The road will be only used for the Moly Plant, it will not replace the current Ridgeway 
access road / access point.  
Aaron Brannigan 
The Moly Plant road is about 80 metres long, so there is enough space for an access 
control house if we need to turn this route into the new site access route, to ensure 
that traffic doesn’t back up on the public road. The Moly plant will have gates. 
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Vent Rise (VR) 14 Construction 

 
Chris Baker 
Subsidence, is it progressing as predicted? 
 
Aaron Brannigan 
It is on track, Cadia re-runs the modelling each year and updates its plans. 
VR14 sits in just off Cadia Road, actual subsidence is North of where the vent rises 
are. This is why we have looped around. 
 
Chris Baker 
I can view the subsidence from my residence, it doesn’t look like 2 years is enough? 
 
Aaron Brannigan 
PC2/3 panel cave is currently being built, the vent rise you can see on the surface 
area are not for PC2/3. PC2/3 won’t break the surface, you won’t see any vertical 
subsidence, it’ll be horizontal delamination to VR14.  The only cave that goes to 
surface is PC1 which is what can be seen now. 
 
Work for VR14 has commenced, this VR is to be a fresh air intake only. Work is 
scheduled to be completed by end of FY22. 
 
Graham Brown 
Raised concern about the construction of raise bores on Tunbridge Wells [historical], 
it can be a noisy process, drill hole down, add in drill casings, then attach 6–8-foot 
diameter to draw rock up to surface. All engine noise / work is on the surface.  
 
Aaron Brannigan 
It was around this time, when Nick De Bruin passed away.  
Holes will be about 855 metres long.  
 
Jane Chung 
The project has to comply with our Cumulative Noise criteria.  
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PTSF Tailings Deposition 

 
Aaron Brannigan 

 Still ongoing, no new changes, about 10 Megalitres approx. sitting in the pit tails dam. 
 
 Chris Baker 

How current are these photos? 
 
Aaron Brannigan 
Not too far off current, you can see the Adit.  
 

Drilling Activities  

 
As per slide. 
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Dust  

 
Aaron Brannigan 
Northern Tailings Storage Facility (NTSF) has been completed for a while now. We 
are trialling the use of hay bales at the moment to prevent further deepening of 
channels and prevent dust lift off from these areas. 
Also have an array of air quality monitors on the surface as well. 
 
Southern Tailings Storage Facility (STSF) is going well, having said that with rain in 
Feb / Mar it did cause significant damage to polymer dust suppressant. Dust 
suppressant products have since been reapplied. 

 
EPA came to site. – they acknowledged and understood challenge of covering 
approximately 850 ha of area and rainfall events. Yet to receive written a response. 

 

Project Modifications and Approvals Update – Jane Chung 

Modification 14 

 
As per slide. 
 
Jane Chung 

The pre-conditioning trial was successful, and the practice will be continued.   

Construction of a Hydrosulphide Solutioning Plant is to support the Moly Plant.  

Cadia provided information to community members concerned about the NaSH plant, 

regarding a facility within 900 metres of residences, to show safe production and how 

communities will remain unimpacted. 



MINUTES 
Cadia Valley Operations 

Community Consultative Committee  

 

 

Community Consultative Committee: 10 May 2021 

 

Page 12 of 24 

 

Modification 14 Submissions 

 

Jane Chung 

Received 43 submissions in total.  

With regard to biodiversity offsets, the main areas of concern are around paddock 

trees and the classification around the tree (depending on trees / ages / habitat 

species). A review of the offset calculations will be conducted as per 

recommendations by the regulator.  

Modification 14 Key Aspects Raised  

 

 

As per slide. 
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Response to Submissions 

 

Jane Chung 

The Response to Submission document is available on the major projects portal.  

People who were registered against the project through the major projects portal 

were instantly notified. Unfortunately, DPIE did not notify Cadia at the time.  This has 

been communicated to DPIE.  They will notify Cadia in the future when documents 

become available to the public to enable Cadia to notify stakeholders. 

Mod 14 is now with DPIE to make a determination. 

We have made a commitment with local stakeholders that Cadia will notify them of 

any documents relating to our operations that become available to the public through 

DPIE website. 

David Johnston 

What were the various cause for objectives? 

Jane Chung 

Objections presented a variety of concerns including dust, ability to repair NTSF, 

stability of final landforms NAHS plant (odour), surface water use including Flyers 

Creek All concerns were reviewed in a presentation on 23/03/2021.  Issues raised in 

the meeting on 23/03/2021 were responded to at another meeting on 27/03/2021. 

Chris Baker 

There’s more concern around what an increase in process rate does to the current 

issues. 

Kim Masters 

Was there a breakdown of the locations of the stakeholders that made a submission? 

Jane Chung 

A lot of submissions came from Errowanbang area, a lot of anonymous responses, 

Goulburn, Northern Territory and Northern Sydney.  

IPC (Independent Planning commissioning) – is not triggered anymore for 

modification processes.  
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Chris Baker 

Coming from communities’ point of view, a lot of the community members in the 

district get a little bit jaded about writing a submission and don’t bother. Resulting in 

not many people objecting, due to time constraints. 

Mark Hodges 

Don’t completely agree, we constantly receive updates and stakeholder meeting 

notifications. There is an increase in community consultation and safety in the last 2 

years. 

Aaron Brannigan 
At end of the day, Cadia would prefer to over communicate than under communicate. 
 
Matthew Armstrong 

Cadia wants people to be informed and receive and respond to all concerns and 

complaints. 

Chris Baker 

Used to contact and complain, however calling doesn’t seem to change anything. 

Kim Masters 

I think there will be an increase in complaints from noise and traffic works with the 

new works progressing.  

 

Environment Update – Vicki Hood  

Incidents 

 

Vicki Hood 

There was 1 reportable incident – a burst water pipe which released 4ML of water 

into Cadiangullong Creek over two days.  As per slide 25. 

The environment team ran testing right down to the Belubula River, results found no 

impact. EPA also visited site, but we are yet to receive a response. During the 

inspection, EPA appeared satisfied with the response from Cadia. 

Chris Baker 
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Is there any historical water testing on Belubula river that we can compare with to 

today? 

Jane Chung 

We would have completed background monitoring but will have to get back to Chris 

with an answer. 

Action Vicki Hood: Investigate what historical water testing data Cadia has for 

the Belubula river. 

Vicki Hood 

The testing did go upstream to compare water quality both sides of where the creek 

meets the river, results showed no impact.  

Kim Masters 

Mike Retallack did mention  there was cyanide or arsenic in the Belubula River? 

Aaron Brannigan  

We don’t use cyanide on site, never have. Old mines in the catchment may be the 

contributing factor here. 

Bob Meyenn 

Why was the pipeline closed? 

Vicki Hood 

The pipeline wasn’t in use. 

Aaron Brannigan  

It was a pipe we used in drought to get water to the fire tanks at Ridgeway. In 

hindsight, it could have been decommissioned completely but wasn’t. 

 

Noise Exceedances 

As per slide 25 (above). 

 

Blasting  

Blasting has not taken place. 

 

Air Quality 

No exceedances – the EPA did come out on 31st of March following dust complaints, 

but not for an air quality exceedance. 

 

Water 

No exceedances. 
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Graham Brown 

In relation to rehab onsite, can be an old roadway / waste rock area, be used again 

with repair of tailings dam? 

Vicki Hood 

This is regulated by Resource Regulator, so out of our control. 

Kim Masters 

What about the rehab at old mine site at Blayney? 

Vicki Hood 

Blayney is our legacy site; we will still be responsible for maintaining the area for fire 

hazard. 

Jane Chung 

We will need to refer back to the report, initially rehab would be for plants first and 

then look at longer term management plan which will include bushfire management.  

Note Jane reviewed the DA whilst at the meeting and communicated to Graham 

Brown that there was a reference to fire management as part of the ongoing 

management to the old copper mine. 

 

 

Tailings Dust Assessment  

 

As per slide. 

  

Matthew Armstrong 

Key findings were all below guideline criteria. Cadia also tested 18 – 20 community 

water tanks, again the results were all within the Australian Drinking Guidelines. 

Testing also included e-coli readings, with 4 or 5 results coming back quite high.  

Community members were informed accordingly. E.coli is not related to mine site 

activities. 

Also tested the dust suppressant solution, this also returned back as non-hazardous. 

Mark Hodges  
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Did the individual tank holders get all the results? 

Matthew Armstrong 

Results were provided and compared against the relevant water quality guidelines. 

 

Matthew Armstrong 

In 2019, Cadia arranged to install first flush systems for community members. 

Graham Brown? 

Is it something we can look at bringing into CDEP program for next FY22? 

Matthew Armstrong 

Yes, please raise this at the next CDEP AGM meeting. 

 

Graham Brown 

The Residents’ meeting scheduled for the 24th of May; will information be available 

for those who cannot attend? 

Matthew Armstrong 

Yes, all packs minutes etc will be put on the website and a notification emailed. 

 

Site Water Balance 

 

As per slide 29. 
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Chris Baker 

Even with the carryover, Cadiangullong Dam extraction is 4,200 ML all together? 

Jane Chung 

This is the total for the catchment yes, not a lot of groundwater being extracted 

either, these stats are YTD. 

We are using uncontrolled flows events in the Belubula rather requesting water 

orders from Carcoar Dam.  This can be stored in the pit. 

 

Regional Rainfall 

 

Graham Crown  

Where do you record rainwater? 

Vicki Hood 

Rainwater is recorded onsite at 2 different locations. 

 

Cadia East Groundwater 

 

Vicki Hood 

Results show that half of the monitors have increased, and the other half decreased. 

Chris Baker 
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Is there any reason for the decrease in the monitoring bores? 

Vicki Hood 

We’re unsure of what the reason is, or if we can determine why. 

Action – Vicki Hood to follow up with Cadia’s Nicolas Bourget, Environmental 

Specialist – Water, for reason in drop.  

Action – Nicolas Bourget increase size of diagram for monitoring bores in 

future.  

 

Vicki Hood 

In the past we have brought in a consultant to review the information and then make 

public at end of the year. Instead, we are going to start reporting on this quarterly.  

Private bores (turquoise green) mean private bore – no change in level, shows how 

monitoring bores are travelling in relation to privately own bores on properties.  

 

Social Performance Update – Matt Armstrong 

Accommodation Strategy  

 

As per slide 34. 

People can register their accommodation through Orange360 for bookings. 

 

Orchard Garden Blitz 
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As per slide 35. 

 

Community Support Fund (CSF) 

 

As per slide 36. 

 

Community Partnerships Program (CPP) 

 

As per slide 37. 

 

Community Complaints 
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As per slide 38. 

Hydromulch product, will be in a much better place moving forward for high rainfall 

events. Covering will be completed by end of June weather permitting. 

 

Cadia Farmland Tenders 

 

Received a lower number of responses for tenders than anticipated, its speculated 

that current high prices for livestock prices may be limiting people’s interest in taking 

on more land which they have to purchase stock for.  

 

CDEP 
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Chris Baker 

Figures for the Sticky Nightshade (SN) project were probably not as accurate, as I 

know I have underestimated the cost. The weed is also historical in Woodstock 

region too. 

Matthew Armstrong 

Currently having discussions with Local Lands Services (LLS), Department of 

Primary Industries (DPI) and councils about a coordinated SN program for the 

district.  

Graham Brown 

Projects like the fox baiting, had a number of community members who did not 

participate in the programs provided through CDEP which in turn affects everyone 

else. 

Chris Baker 

Correct, the same thing happened with the SN Project. 

 

General Business 

Affordable Housing Strategy  

Mark Hodges 

Housing strategy draft from the council will be ready in June 21. This still needs to be 

put through the department before receiving approval (estimated time frame of Nov 

21).  

Jane Chung 

Has council received any feedback from some recent articles in the paper around 

affordable housing? 

Mark Hodges 

Property on the western side of the hospital is available for development.  Not likely 

to be affordable housing.  
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Housing strategy will discuss further. There’s a difference between affordable 

housing and housing affordability. Affordable housing applies to those income 

earners under $85k / pa, Council has been receiving a lot of feedback on the issue. 

It’s estimated between 1,200 – 1,400 people from Sydney are in Orange every day. 

Currently 115 outstanding development applications in process at any time.  

There’s a conflict between land and housing around the mountain, we’re wanting to 

keep the area for agriculture projects, but this will be determined by State planning.  

Farm stays – there’s a lot of tour buses coming out from Sydney to the region, we’re 

receiving problems due to traffic and access from this. 

Tourism is currently having more of an impact on affordable housing than other 

industries. 

New council will be elected in September with the next meeting to be held in 

November. 

Mark Dicker 

Planning proposal for Vicki Hood has been finalised (two weeks ago).  

Blayney has just received council approval for dual occupancy and a 92-room hotel 

at the former bowling site, as well as approval for 20 portable buildings with shared 

rooms. 

Approval for the proposed new gold mine for will probably be determined in the next 

6 months.  

Heather Nichols 

Cabonne council is going to review land and housing plans next month. 

Chris Baker 

Raised concerns about Cadia’s expansion and outgrowing the area. 

Chris Baker 

Concerned with overall mine growth, as this restricts the growth on residents for their 

own expansion.  
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Summary of Actions 

# Action Who Due By Status 

1 

Cadia to confirm that the area of interest as a potential site for 

a future tailings storage facility is fully located within the Rodd 

Creek catchment. 

April Meeting Update – Still waiting for drilling results to be 

finalised. 

 

JC – still assessing different site options. 

AB – have 8 different options to choose from. 

JC – looking at various areas and capacities, main work 

completed to date is the drilling. 

Jane C 20/12/20 
In 

Progress 

2 

Vicki Hood to follow up with Cadia’s Nicolas Bourget, 

Environmental Specialist – Water, for reasoning behind water 

drop.  

Vicki H 09/08/21 Open 

3 Increase the size of diagram for monitoring bores in future. 
Nicholas 

B 
09/08/21 Open 

4 
Investigate what historical water testing data Cadia has for the 

Belubula river. 
Vicki H 09/08/21 Open 

 

 

Next Meeting 

Monday 9th August 2021 

Biz HQ 6PM 

 

MEETING CLOSED – 8:11 PM 



MINUTES 
Cadia Valley Operations 
Community Consultative Committee  

 

Community Consultative Committee: 10 November 2020 Page 1 of 26 

 

Title Cadia Community Consultative Committee Meeting 
 

Meeting Date & Time 10 November 2020 @ 6:00 PM 
 

Chairperson  David Johnson Chairperson  
 

Meeting Attendees Aaron Brannigan General Manager, Cadia 

Bridgette Byrne Manager, People and Social Performance 

Jane Chung Superintendent, Approvals 

Matt Armstrong  Superintendent, Senior Social 
Performance   

Mark Dicker                          Blayney Shire Council  

Mark Hodges                          Orange City Council  

Chris Baker                  Blayney Landowner 

Graham Brown Orange City Council Landowner 

Kim Masters                      Forest Reefs / Flyers Creek Landowner 

Bob Meyenn 

Heather Nicholls 

Cabonne Shire Council Landowner 

Cabonne Shire Council 
 

Apologies Geoff Knox  

Vicki Hood 

Merrilyn Tinsley 

Errowanbang Shire Landowner 

Environment Superintendent, Cadia 

Manager, HSE, Cadia 
 

Venue BizHQ Meeting Room, Sale St Orange NSW 
 

Next Meeting Monday, 8 February 2021 @ 6:00PM 
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ACTIONS FROM MEETING 

Ref 
# 

Action Items Who Due By 

1.  Cadia’s Committee members to complete relevant CCC 
declaration forms. 

Matt A 20/12/20 

2.  Cadia to confirm that the area of interest as a potential 
site for a future tailings storage facility is fully located 
within the Rodd Creek catchment area. 

Jane C 20/12/20 

3.  Cadia to provide information on its biosecurity 
arrangement for its farms. 

Matt A 01/12/20 

4.  Cadia to provide details on the chemical mix used by its 
weed spraying contractors to treat “Sticky Nightshade”.  

Matt A 01/12/20 

5.  Orange effluent water volumes to be included in the 
Water Balance Table presented in the information pack 
each quarter. 

Vicki H 08/02/21 

6. 
 

Cadia’s Annual Environmental Management Report 
(AEMR) to be distributed to Committee members at the 
next meeting. 

Vicki H 08/02/21 
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David Johnson opened the meeting at 6:05PM and welcomed all attendees.   

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 
David Johnson delivered an Acknowledgement of Country.  
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MEETING WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS  

 
Apologies for the meeting tendered for Geoff Knox, Merrilyn Tinsley and Vicki Hood. 
 
Graham Brown asked that as the first order of business the Committee move a motion of 
condolence for the Baker family to pay respects upon the passing of Lesley Baker, a much 
loved and respected member of the community. 

Graham Brown / Bob Meyenn Carried 

 
David Johnson noted that it was the first face to face meeting for some of the newer 
members of the Committee. The newer Committee members introduced themselves. 
 
Aaron Brannigan advised the Committee that as the result of a functional review at Cadia 
there had been some realignment of responsibilities and reporting lines, including: 

- The Community Relations and Approvals team had been split into two separate 
teams with Jane Chung the Superintendent of Approvals and Matt Armstrong 
appointed as Superintendent of Social Performance (previously Community 
Relations), 

- The Social Performance team now reports to Bridgette Byrne, Manager - People and 
Social Performance, 

- The Approval team now reports to Clint Armstrong, Manager, Strategy, Performance 
and Planning, and 

- The Environment team remains reporting to Merrilyn Tinsley, Manager – Health 
Safety and Environment. 
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Aaron Brannigan advised the Committee that Bridgette Byrne would be replacing Merrilyn 
Tinsley as the regular attendee at the meeting. 
 
David Johnson made a note for Bridgette Byrne to sign off on CCC charter. 
 
Chris Baker noted that there had been a number of changes to Cadia’s community contact. 
It used to be a single contact – Nedra Burns.  
Aaron Brannigan advised that in regard to community members contacting Cadia there were 
no changes. Matt Armstrong remains as the primary point of contact and will still be 
managing the Complaints Hotline. 
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DISCLAIMER 

 
Question: Why does Cadia include a Disclaimer? (Chris Baker) 
Answer: Newcrest is a publicly listed company and information presented in the 
presentation could be mistaken as advice or information relating to financial investment. The 
Disclaimer is saying that the presentation should not be taken as investment advice and the 
future looking information may change. (Aaron Brannigan) 
This slide is hard to read on the screen but it is in the pack sent out prior to the meeting 
(Matt Armstrong) 

SAFETY SHARE 
Kim Masters advised that caution needed to be shown when driving through the roadworks 
at Forest Road. The surface condition of the temporary road can be quite dangerous, 
particularly when wet, and there is a ‘bog hole’.  
Chris Baker advised that caution needed to be shown when driving along Four Mile Creek 
Road. A section of the new road near the bend where the landslip is, is breaking up. Council 
was putting loose gravel on it which also presents a risk as vehicles can lose traction and 
slip. 
Mark Hodges left the meeting to make a phone call and upon returning to the meeting 
advised that Council workers were attending the Forest Rd roadworks site and would be 
taking action to ensure the road was safe until work resumed the next day. 
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DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
Nil declared. 

David Johnson asked that the new Cadia people ensure that they have completed all the 
relevant / standard forms for CCC members by the next meeting.  

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
Matt Armstrong talked through the Actions from the previous meeting and provided a status 
update. 

Ref 
# 

Action Items Who Status 

1.  Arrange a site tour for Bob Meyenn and David Johnson.  Matt 
Armstrong 

Completed 

2.  Collate and distribute the specifications of the grass 
seed varieties combined with the hydro-mulch product 
for distribution across the tailing’s storage facilities 

Matt 
Armstrong 

Completed 

3.  Include Orchard Road within the traffic assessment of 
Cadia Road  

Jane 
Chung  

Completed 

4.  Engage with Blayney Council and local landholders 
regarding the Panuara and Cadia Road intersection and 
the dangers identified to turning and entering traffic.  

Jane 
Chung  

To be 
Completed  

5.  Amend the CCC Procedure to incorporate a notification 
to all Cadia residents prior to the meeting for provision of 
matters for discussion of enquiries and a notification to 
all Cadia residents following the last meeting and 
advising the minutes are publicly available on the Cadia 
website.  

Matt 
Armstrong 

Completed 

6.  Amend the CCC Procedure to incorporate provision of 
the agenda and presentation to all members of the 
community at least 2-days prior to the CCC Meeting.  

Matt 
Armstrong 

Completed 

7.  Contact each member of the CCC to identify a suitable 
alternative date for the November 2020 meeting.  

Matt 
Armstrong 

Completed 

 
Jane Chung noted that in regard to Action 4 from the previous meeting the Council referred 
to in the text should be ‘Blayney’, not ‘Cabonne’. [Corrected]  
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The minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday, 10 August 2020 were then declared 
as a true and accurate reflection of the meeting.  

PRODUCTION AND SITE UPDATE 

 
Aaron Brannigan provided an overview of the Newcrest and Cadia highlights for the previous 
quarter.   
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Question: For the benefit of the Committee can you explain why there is such a big 
difference between the All-In Sustaining Cost (AISC) figures between Newcrest and Cadia? 
(Chris Baker) 
 

Answer: Newcrest’s AISC is calculated based on all its operations. Cadia, in comparison to 
these other sites, is a low-cost operator. Cadia helps to bring Newcrest’s overall AISC lower. 
Sometimes the higher AISC at a different site might reflect that that the operation is still 
incurring development costs. Cadia’s AISC is also influenced by copper prices, which some 
other sites aren’t. 
 

Question: Have Cadia’s prices been impacted by COVID-19? (David Johnson) 
Answer: Gold is often seen as a safe haven, so gold prices have been relatively 
unimpacted. (Aaron Brannigan) 
 
Mark Dicker commented that Cadia, as a mining operation had been deemed as an 
‘essential service’ so the types of operating restriction seen in some sectors wouldn’t have 
impacted Cadia in the same way. 
Aaron Brannigan advised that that was correct. Cadia had been very fortunate and was glad 
to have been able to continue its operation and maintain employment.  
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Aaron Brannigan provided an overview of current site activities, adding: 

- Cadia has consistently taken an ‘above average’ approach to protect against COVID-
19 and keep the community safe, 

- The Mega-shut’ saw an extra 900 people on site. During the shut Cadia focussed on 
very controlled people movements to reduce the risk of COVID-19, 

- For the shut only 79 or 80 people came to site from out of the region (all specialists), 
and 

- The Moly plant has an excellent ‘No LTIS’ record. There is a great initiative at the 
Moly plant construction site where the team makes financial donations to the Rural 
Fire Service for each ‘safe hour’. 

 

Question: Who conducted your Functional Review? (Bob Meyenn) 
Answer: It was an internally led process, with external support from an ‘organisation design’ 
specialist who assisted with facilitating workshops on-site. There was a specific focus on 
having an integrated planning approach, which saw the creation of the new Strategy, 
Performance and Planning (SPP) department which includes the Approvals function.  
COVID-19 delayed the process so it took a little longer than first anticipated.  
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Question: With those increases in gold and copper recovery, how long does it take to 
recoup the cost of CXP? (Bob Meyenn) 
Answer: You can’t look at that in isolation, IRR is the best gauge. Cadia must always be 
looking at ways to improve and has a long-term view to its future, so we make investment 
decisions based on a broad range of factors. We know that there is a declining ore grade, so 
this influences our improvement actions. 
 

Question: Does Cadia hedge its gold and copper prices? (Chris Baker) 
Answer: No (Aaron Brannigan) 
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Aaron Brannigan advised that he had just approved a project to apply the hydro-mulch 
product to the STSF as well, as it provided superior protection. 
Graham Brown commented that by the end of Nov to Dec that grass will be haying off and 
could become a fire risk. 

Matt Armstrong advised that Cadia had extended an invitation out to community members to 
come and inspect the NTSF and STSF. Any interested community member should be 
directed to him. 
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Question: What are MB94 and MB96 indicating? (Chris Baker) 
Answer: They are indicating the same as MB95 – water is flowing towards the pit, not away. 

 

Question: Is that what was expected and is expected in the future? (David Johnson) 
Answer: Assessment of our rock in the pit indicate that this will always be the case due to 
the characteristics of the rock preventing water from flowing outwards from the pit. 
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Question: What depths are the bore holes? (Graham Brown) 
Answer: The bore holes have various purposes – sterilisation (no gold or copper), 
assessment of foundational material and for subsequent groundwater monitoring – so there 
are a variety of depths. (Jane Chung) 
 
Question: With any new tailings dam, is there a requirement to stay in the Rodds Ck 
catchment? (Graham Brown) 
Answer: No, but it is a guide. (Jane Chung) 
 
Question: The area you’re looking at isn’t all in Rodds Creek catchment is it? (Chris Baker) 
Answer: It is all in the catchment or predominately in the catchment, but we’ll confirm this. 
(Jane Chung) 
Answer: The drilling program footprint doesn’t necessarily indicate the footprint of a 
potential new TSF.  Sterilisation drilling is being conducted over a larger area within the 
Exploration Lease area. (Jane Chung) 
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PROJECT MODIFICATIONS AND APPROVALS 
UPDATE 
Jane Chung provided an overview of upcoming and existing project modifications and 
approvals.  
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Question: What is NaSH? (Graham Brown) 
Answer: Sodium hydrosulfide. (Jane Chung) 
 

Question: Does the design include changes to the STSF embankment and the leachate 
pond? (Chris Baker) 
Answer: Yes. The leachate pond will be relocated. (Jane Chung) 
 
Question: Will the STSF continue to leak? (Chris Baker) 
Answer: Cadia will need to maintain the leachate pond to collect leachate. (Jane Chung) 
 

Question: Do you have to dig out the buttress? (Chris Baker) 
Answer: The embankments will be buttressed. (Jane Chung) 
 

Question: During construction will there be night works? (Chris Baker) 
Answer: No. In accordance with the Project Approval, construction work will be during the 
day only for normal TSF construction projects. (Jane Chung) 
 
Question: Will all the rock come from existing stockpiles on site? (Chris Baker) 
Answer: Yes. (Jane Chung) 
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ENVIRONMENT UPDATE 
Jane Chung [as a stand-in for Vicki Hood] provided an update on the environmental 
performance, monitoring and management.
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Question: Was the PIN related to an exceedance? (Chris Baker) 
Answer: No. The PIN is from the EPA and relates to EPL not our PA – which has the 
figures-based criteria. (Jane Chung) 

 

 
Question: How does Cadia manage biosecurity on its farmland, particularly ones with Sticky 
Nightshade? (Graham Brown) 
Answer: Biosecurity requirements on the farms are managed through the leasing 
agreements. I’ll provide a detailed response to the committee on this. (Matt Armstrong) 
 
Graham Brown spoke to the Committee about the history of Sticky Nightshade being 
introduced to the area through fodder that was brought to Narambon by the previous owner 
[Cadia is the current owner]. The previous Cadia people managing that property didn’t 
manage it and let it get away. 
Matt Armstrong advised the Committee that Cadia’s contractor treating the weed over the 
last few years have developed a very good understanding of what works and have been 
sharing this information. This information can be distributed again. 



MINUTES 
Cadia Valley Operations 
Community Consultative Committee  

 

Community Consultative Committee: 10 November 2020 Page 19 of 26 

 

Matt Armstrong advised that that in regard to the Tailings Dust Assessment Project, Cadia 
used community health standards for Metals and Silica from Queensland and Victoria, 
respectively, as NSW doesn’t have equivalent standards yet. 

 

 
Question: Can Cadia please include Orange effluent water volumes in the Water Balance 
Table? (Graham Brown) 
Answer: Yes (Jane Chung) 
 
Question: Are the roadworks on Forest Rd related to the effluent water pipeline? (Graham 
Brown) 
Answer: No. (Matt Armstrong) 

 

 
Graham Brown noted that it was interesting that the bores that weren’t increasing were in the 
pine forest. The introduction of the pines stopped the ‘gully rakers’ during big storms and 
made the flows more even. 
Matt Armstrong noted that there plenty of report to show that pine plantations in some areas 
do intercept a lot of rainfall.’ 
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS UPDATE 
Matt Armstrong provided an update on community activities, investments and complaints.  
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Matt Armstrong provided an overview of recent Complaints, noting: 

- Cadia’s dust management activities, particularly the use of the hydro-mulch product, 
was the main contributing factor to the lower level of complaints in FY21.  

- Cadia had a good process to identify Cadia workers driving vehicles that are reported 
for poor driving behaviour.  



MINUTES 
Cadia Valley Operations 
Community Consultative Committee  

 

Community Consultative Committee: 10 November 2020 Page 23 of 26 

 

Aaron Brannigan added that he, as General Manager, takes the driving behaviour of Cadia 
Workers very seriously and there is no excuse for, or acceptance of, poor driving. Every time 
that a community member sees poor driving behaviour and suspects that it may be a Cadia 
worker they should report it using the Complaints line.   

GENERAL BUSINESS  

 
Jane Chung advised that Cadia’s Annual Environmental Management Report (AEMR) would 
soon be available on the website and printed copies provided at the next meeting. 

Question: Can you provide an update on the Solar Farm, is it on-hold or definitely not going 
ahead? (Chris Baker) 
Answer: On-hold at this stage. (Aaron Brannigan) 
 
Chris Baker advised that he wanted to table negative feedback that he’d been receiving 
about the last farm leasing process. Chris advised that some community members felt that 
the Caringle farm should have been leased to a farming family from the area or whom the 
additional area of land could have really made a difference to their operation and their ability 
to keep the younger generation on the farm. 
Jane Chung advised that she was the Superintendent at the time and stands by the process. 
The process is fair and there are two independent people as well as a Cadia representative  
assessing the tenders. 
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Question: Was the criticism related to the fairness of the process? (Aaron Brannigan) 
Answer: No, more the outcome? (Chris Baker) 
 
Bridgette Byrne thanked Chris for bringing the feedback to the meeting and emphasised it 
was really important that this type of feedback is presented at the CCC meeting as the views 
of our community stakeholders are important. Cadia is always looking at continuous 
improvement - so we are interested in looking at opportunities to improve. 
 
MEETING CLOSED – 8:15 PM 
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APPENDIX 
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Title Cadia Community Consultative Committee Meeting 
 

Meeting Date & Time 8th February 2021 @ 6:00 PM 
 

Chairperson  David Johnson Independent Chairperson  
 

Meeting Attendees Aaron Brannigan General Manager, Cadia 

Bridgette Byrne Manager, People and Social Performance, Cadia 

Jane Chung Superintendent, Approvals, Cadia  

Matt Armstrong  Superintendent, Social Performance, Cadia   

Mark Hodges                          Orange City Council Representative 

Graham Brown Landowner Representative for Orange City 

Council LGA  

Geoff Knox Landowner Representative - Errowanbang 

district  

Kim Masters                      Landowner Representative -Forest Reefs / Flyers 

Creek district  

Bob Meyenn Landowner for Cabonne Shire Council LGA 

Heather Nicholls Cabonne Shire Council Representative 

Vicki Hood Superintendent, Environment, Cadia 
 

Apologies Chris Baker                  Landowner Representative - Blayney Shire 

Council LGA  

Mark Dicker Blayney Shire Council Representative 
 

Venue BizHQ Meeting Room, Sale St Orange NSW 
 

Next Meeting Monday, 10 May 2021 @ 6:00PM 
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David Johnson opened the meeting at 6:05PM and welcomed all attendees.   
 

Acknowledgement of Country  

David Johnson delivered an Acknowledgement of Country 

 

Meeting Welcome and introductions  

Apologies for the meeting tendered for Chris Baker and Mark Dicker  
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Safety shares 

 

Mark Hodges – Inspected Ginns Road in response to a concern raised about for road 

safety (near Forest Road (dirt road to airport). Someone had dumped lime onto the 

road which looked like it was done by a spreader, around 5-10mm thick, right near 

Spring Creek. The lime was forcing drivers to cross onto the other side of the road to 

avoid the mess. 

Previous week had a tractor roll over in tall grass, didn’t see the culvert. With the long 

grass, extra caution has to be given to ensure there are no unseen obstacles of 

dangers. Luckily the driver was not injured. This demonstrated the safety benefit 

offered by a full cab. 

 

Matt Armstrong – Driving on Forest Rd last Thursday during storm, due to the high 

rainfall there was water pooling on the road. The water was noticeably pooling in 

slight wheel track depressions which creates the risk of the ute aquaplaning. East of 

spring terrace. Driving to conditions meant that the vehicle’s speed had to be 

significantly reduced below the speed limit.  

Graham Brown – Noted that this area has been impacted by the gravel trucks who 

use this road. The road isn’t sufficient / strong enough for truck use. 

 

Declaration of Interests 

N/A 
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Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Minutes accepted by all 

Jane Chung – Noted that the point raised by Chris Baker (#2.) – Cadia is waiting for 

drilling results to be finalised. An update will be provided as soon as possible after 

the results are known. Action to be left open.  
 

Action  Who Due By Status 

1.  
Cadia’s Committee members to complete relevant CCC 

declaration forms. 
MA 20/12/20 Completed 

2.  

Cadia to confirm that the area of interest as a potential 

site for a future tailings storage facility is fully located 

within the Rodd Creek catchment area. 

JC 20/12/20 In Progress 

3.  
Cadia to provide information on its biosecurity 

arrangement for its farms. 
MA 01/12/20 Completed 

4.  
Cadia to provide details on the chemical mix used by its 

weed spraying contractors to treat “Sticky Nightshade”.  
MA 01/12/20 Completed 

5.  

Orange effluent water volumes to be included in the 

Water Table presented in the information pack each 

quarter. 

VH 08/02/21 Completed 

6. 

 

Cadia’s Annual Environmental Management Report 

(AEMR) to be distributed to Committee members at the 

next meeting. 

VH 08/02/21 Completed 

 

Production and Site Update – Aaron Brannigan 

 

Cadia has set a new quarterly record, reporting an All In Sustaining Cost (AISC) for the 
period of negative $6/oz which reflects a higher realised copper price, higher copper sales 
volumes and timing of sustaining capital expenditure. These benefits were partially offset by 
the impact on operating costs from the strengthening of the Australian dollar against the US 
dollar and higher royalty and concentrate treatment, refining and transport costs.  
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The Moly Plant  

Progressing well, with zero LTI’s (Lost Time Injury). On track for completion prior to 

the end of this financial year. 

Bob Meyenn – The Moly Plant, is it an additional source of revenue or just reducing 

waste? 

Aaron Brannigan –It is an additional revenue stream.  

Bob Meyenn – Is there a demand for the Moly product? 

Aaron Brannigan – Yes there is a demand, making the project worthwhile.   

 

Transition to Sustainable Energy  
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Cadia recently announced a 15-year renewable PPA (Power Purchase Agreement) 

with Tilt Renewables Limited to secure a significant portion of the future projected 

energy requirements of Cadia mine. The first step in working towards Newcrest’s 

30% reduction. Once completed, the farm will be the largest wind farm in Australia.  

David Johnson – What is the status of the wind farm status project? Has it been 

through the approval process yet? 

Jane Chung - Yes, it has. It’s going through a modification right now.  

Graham Brown – With regard to carbon footprint, are there any mining activities or 

agriculture land regulations which Cadia may need to comply with? No work has 

been completed to the best of my knowledge to identify how much carbon we are 

producing. Cadia has the potential to run something like this with 7,000 hectares to 

run a study on.  

David Johnson – I am not aware of any study being conducted at any other mine site. 

Jane Chung – It would be difficult [carbon accounting] to calculate due to having to 

account for emissions from animals.  

Graham Brown – Animals wouldn’t impact study. 

Kim Masters – Any agriculture burn-off would also have an impact.  

Drilling Program 

Is now complete, with results expected Feb / Mar. 



MINUTES 
Cadia Valley Operations 

Community Consultative Committee

Community Consultative Committee: 08 February 2021 Page 8 of 18 

Dust 

ERIZON to commence works on STSF (Southern Tailings Storage Facility), in the 

near future. The aerial campaign has been postponed a number of times due to the 

wet weather; we will need to wait for better conditions to get the plane in the air. 

On 26 January Cadia received two complaints about dust. These are the first 

complaints since Oct 2020. The dust was a result of rain runoff in the area.  

Matthew Armstrong – Provided additional information and photos from the internal 

investigation of the dust lift event – any dust lift-off event triggers an internal 

investigation. This particular investigation found that a trench was the root cause of 

the incident. Recent rains had resulted in significant runoff on the surface and the 

trench had been scoured out. The trench didn’t have hydro-mulch dust suppressant 

protecting it and the wind direction on that day was perfectly aligned with the 

direction of the trench. The area has been identified and was scheduled to be 

covered however other areas were being treated first. 

Graham Brown – noted that Australia Day is known for weather events such as high 

winds and bushfires. 

Kim Masters – Is the aircraft flying off Tunbridge Wells? 

Aaron Brannigan – Yes it will, it will be using the same path as December 2019 

(Tunbridge Wells and back again) 

Matthew Armstrong – Cadia to continue to notify close landholders of plane events 

and flight plans 
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Tailings Dam 

 

Graham Brown – Image wise, is there a possibility to put something on top of 

Ridgeway pit or use it for tailings? 

Jane Chung – We wouldn’t be able to without consulting the Resource Regulator and 

obtaining necessary approvals.  It would sterilise the remaining reserves and 

resources.  

Aaron Brannigan - We have reserves remaining at Ridgeway so it wouldn’t be 

considered until mining has been completed.  
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Project Modifications and Approvals Update – Jane Chung 

Modification 14 

Was originally on public display from 21st of Jan to 5th of Feb, 

We received feedback from community who weren’t aware of the public submission. 

Correspondence was submitted to DPI&E that the period wasn’t long enough from 

the local community. Jane Chung talked to DPI&E to discuss concerns with 

community.  DPI&E made a decision to increase the public display period being 

extended to the 19th Feb 2021. 

If submissions are made during this period Cadia will respond accordingly. Cadia is 

yet to receive any submissions. 

After receiving this feedback, moving forward we will notify the community directly 

using our external contact lists. Australia Post is too slow, as some people didn’t 

receive the notification until last Monday. 

There was an advertisement / notice placed in the local paper, the same information 

was also sent out via email. Nothing that this was for the submission of the 

modification to DPI&E not for the actual exhibition date. This will also be amended 

moving forward. 

JC can also show members how to sign up for notifications via the DPI&E Major 

Projects Portal online.  



MINUTES 
Cadia Valley Operations 

Community Consultative Committee

Community Consultative Committee: 08 February 2021 Page 11 of 18 

Environment Update – Vicki Hood 

Noise Exceedances 

All noise exceedance reports were associated with the train movements at the Cadia 

Dewatering Facility. Cadia manages the issue with local residents by installing 

double glazed windows and A/C in affected houses, as well as putting in solar panels 

to reduce electricity usage. 

Incidents 

While not in this quarter’s (December) reportable incidents, there was an incident in 

January that is important to talk through. From 19 - 21January there was a pipe 

failure resulting in an uncontrolled release of approximately 3.9ML water into Cadia 

Angullong creek. The water discharged was primarily fresh water with a portion of 
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water runoff (from recent rains) from the NSTSF.Cadia immediately implemented a 

water monitoring / sampling regime to confirm there was no contamination.  The 

results have shown that the discharge didn’t have negative impacts on the creek.  

Cadia is currently providing the Mining Regulator with incident information and test 

results. We will provide a full briefing to the CCC at the next meeting.  

Cadia Dewatering Facility 

Demolition is now complete. The remaining concrete foundations were removed 

along with the copper contaminated soil from the site, with the soil transported to 

Cadia for placement and encapsulation in the Cadia South Waste Rock Dump. 

A detailed soil testing regime was implemented to verify that contaminants had been 

properly removed with no residual risks for the owner of the property. 

Site was backfilled with clean soil followed by a layer of gravel placed over the surface and 

compacted, allowing future industrial use of the site, and Cadia is currently liaising with a 

neighbouring landholder regarding the removal of some additional contaminated soil in an 

adjoining area, these final works are expected to be undertaken in early 2021.  

Mark Hodges – What is the water quality like in the new catchment site [the Cadia 

Dewatering Facility]? 

Vicki Hood – Unsure at this stage, we test the soil rather than the water but are yet to 

complete soil testing since the completion of the project  

Jane Chung – Drainage of the new site is a lot more controlled, making the area near 

the containers much better and uncontaminated. Also ensuring that operators are 

cleaning the containers in the shed before moving them outside. Processes and 

training for these changes have been updated accordingly to reflect these changes.  
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Matthew Armstrong - Happy to organise tours of new dewatering facility in near 

future once COVID-19 settles down.  

 

Water 

 

 

Kim Masters – Testing of Orange effluent water, with COVID-19 outbreaks has there 

been monitoring similar to the report you hear about from Sydney?  

Mark Hodges – Public Health Unit will come out and test, the latest results come 

back negative. Public health will also post results on their website. Effluent poses no 

COVID-19 risk. 
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Groundwater 
 

 

Red dots = decrease, which look to be sitting in the Basalt area 

Graham Brown - Lachlan groundwater & Orange basalt groundwater of monitoring 

bores, why are both estimates? 

Jane Chung – Cadia has an extensive network of groundwater bores which are used 

to monitor groundwater at various depths and aquifer types.  

Vicki Hood - Will discuss with Nic for more information on the bore water levels. 

Action – Vicki to explain why ‘estimate’ figures are used and send through 

electronic version of graphs to Mark  
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Updated Actioned Response: (from after the meeting) - Groundwater monitoring bores are 

used to measure the level and water chemistry of groundwater around Cadia, in various 

aquifers (aquifers are groundwater 'zones'). Groundwater monitoring bores are not licensed 

for water extraction. The licensed groundwater extraction at Cadia occurs mainly from several 

licensed production bores and from groundwater that flows into the underground mine. 

Licensed groundwater extraction for Orange Basalt and Lachlan Fold Belt occurs from bores 

and mine dewatering activities. While bores are metered, the groundwater extraction from the 

mines is determined based on a reconciliation of input and output data which includes water 

pumped in, water pumped out, ore moisture, rainfall ingress and ventilation losses. 

Throughout the year, groundwater extraction is stated as an estimate and a final reconciliation 

is done each financial year to report annualised usage to Water NSW. 

Re: Lachlan Ford Bores - Lachlan Fold Bores extraction is metered. This was incorrectly 

stated as an estimate. 

Community Relations Update – Matthew Armstrong 

Matt Armstrong provided an update on community activities, investments and complaints. 

NAIDOC Week 

Celebration of NAIDOC week held in the small covered walkway entrance due to wet 

weather / lightening alerts. It was a really worthwhile event. 
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CDEP Sticky Nightshade 

Kim Masters - noted that Sticky Nightshade has started to move into higher areas 

and the occasional plant is popping up in Forest Reefs. 

Graham Brown – It only takes 3 weeks for the weed to pop up. It started on the 

Narambon property which now Cadia owns. It was brought in the feed for the feedlot 

just before it was sold to Cadia.  

Geoff Knox – They can now be seen growing out of cracks in the footpaths alongside 

the highway as you come into Sydney [Penrith]. 

Matthew Armstrong – Cadia had a meeting with LLS and DPI. Currently looking at 

mapping the area to assist with treatment.  

General Business 

Residents Christmas Party 

Going ahead this Friday (12th Feb), no contingency plan for wet weather, as this 

would breach of our COVID-19 Safety Plan.  

Cadia History 

Aaron Brannigan – We received correspondence from a Steve Black who contacted 

Cadia yesterday afternoon. His He and his family are celebrating his great great 

grandfather’s will be celebrating his 200th birthday this year. He used to work in the 

region and both he and his wife are buried here at Cadia. Steve is very keen to visit 

the grave site for the celebration during Sept 2021.  

MEETING CLOSED – 7:40 PM 
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TITLE Cadia Community Consultative Committee Meeting 

Meeting Date & Time 10 August 2020 @ 6:15PM 

Acting Chairperson David Johnson Chairperson 

Meeting Attendees Aaron Brannigan General Manager (Cadia) 

Merrilyn Tinsley HSESR Manager (Cadia) 

Jane Chung Approvals & Community Supt (Cadia) 

Vicki Hood Environment Superintendent (Cadia) 

Matt Armstrong  Senior Social Performance Specialist 
(Cadia) 

Mark Dicker                    Blayney Shire Council  

Mark Hodges                 Orange City Council  

Chris Baker                 Blayney Landowner 

Graham Brown Orange City Council Landowner 

Kim Masters                    Forest Reefs / Flyers Creek Landowner 

Bob Meyenn Cabonne Shire Council Landowner 

Geoff Knox                   Errowanbang Shire Landowner 

Apologies Heather Nicholls Cabonne Shire Council 

Venue Skype 

Next Meeting TBA - November 2020 @ 6:00PM 
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ACTIONS 

Ref 
# 

Action Items Who Due By 

1. Arrange a site tour for Bob Meyenn and David Johnson. Matt 
Armstrong 

31/12/2020 

2. Collate and distribute the specifications of the grass seed 
varieties combined with the hydramulch product for 
distribution across the tailing’s storage facilities 

Matt 
Armstrong 

31/08/2020 

3. Include Orchard Road within the traffic assessment of 
Cadia Road  

Jane 
Chung 

31/12/2020 

4. Engage with Cabonne Council and local landholders 
regarding the Panuara and Cadia Road intersection and 
the dangers identified to turning and entering traffic.  

Jane 
Chung 

31/12/2020 

5. Amend the CCC Procedure to incorporate a notification 
to all Cadia residents prior to the meeting for provision of 
matters for discussion or enquiries and a notification to all 
Cadia residents following the last meeting and advising 
the minutes are publicly available on the Cadia website.  

Matt 
Armstrong 

31/10/2020 

6. Amend the CCC Procedure to incorporate provision of the 
agenda and presentation to all members of the 
community at least 2-days prior to the CCC Meeting.  

Matt 
Armstrong 

31/10/2020 

7. Contact each member of the CCC to identify a suitable 
alternative date for the November 2020 meeting.  

Matt 
Armstrong 

31/08/2020 

MEETING WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
David Johnson opened the meeting at 6:14PM and welcomed all attendees.  
Apologies for the meeting tendered for Heather Nicholls. 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday, 11 May 2020 were approved as a true 
and accurate reflection of the meeting.  

Mark Hodges / Graham Brown Carried 

BUSINESS ARISING 

There was no arising business for discussion. 

Community Consultative Committee: 10 August 2020 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
David Johnson delivered an acknowledgement of country. 

SAFETY SHARE 
There was no safety share for discussion. 

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
Geoff Knox disclosed a pecuniary interest related to drilling activities at Meribah related to life 
of mine tailings storage. The committee acknowledged the disclosure.  

PRODUCTION AND SITE UPDATE 
Aaron Brannigan provided an overview of the Newcrest and Cadia highlights for the financial 
year and previous quarter.   

Aaron Brannigan provided an overview of current site activities. 

Aaron noted that since finalisation of the meeting agenda, that a positive case of COVID-19 
has been reported at Newcrest’s Lihir Operation in Papua New Guinea. Lihir’s COVIC-19 
procedures worked as they should have and the person was identified while in isolation.  

Community Consultative Committee: 10 August 2020 
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Question: What are the grass seed varieties combined with the hydramulch product for 
distribution across the tailing’s storage facilities? (Graham Brown) 

Answer: A breakdown of the varieties was detailed in one of the early monthly Project 
Updates that are sent to community members. A full breakdown will be sent to all members 
of the committee after the meeting (Matthew Armstrong) 

PROJECT MODIFICATIONS AND APPROVALS 
UPDATE 
Jane Chung provided an overview of upcoming and existing project modifications and 
approvals.  

Community Consultative Committee: 10 August 2020 
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Question: Is there a backlog of materials to be exported from Blayney due to delays to railway 
activities caused by the bush fires? (Graham Brown) 

Answer: No, all backlog was processed earlier in the year (Aaron Brannigan) 

Question: Will there be a greater disturbance area due to the change in tailings storage 
facilities embankments from up-stream lift to centre-line lifts? (Chris Baker) 

Answer: Yes. (Jane Chung) 

Question: Will the change in tailings storage facilities embankment construction method 
impact the seepage dam and pumping from the seepage areas? (Chris Baker) 

Answer: It is not expected the lifts will come far enough out to impact seepage pumping or 
dams (Jane Chung)  

Question: Will the new designs require a lot more material? (Chris Baker) 

Answer: Yes, and the upcoming modification includes identification of materials, and where it 
will be transported from. There will also be limitations on hours of construction, works will be 
day only. In addition, the noise and dust assessments will be informed by the type and 
transport of required materials. (Jane Chung) 

Question: Could we look at including Orchard Road as part of the traffic assessment (Bob 
Meyenn) 

Answer: Yes. (Jane Chung) 

Community Consultative Committee: 10 August 2020 
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ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE UPDATE 
Vicki Hood provided an update on the environmental performance, monitoring and 
management.  

Community Consultative Committee: 10 August 2020 
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Question: When are the final results from the dust study expected to be shared with local 
landholders? (Graham Brown) 

Answer: The end of October 2020 (Vicki Hood) 

Question: Where is the water pumped from the Belubula River stored? (Chris Baker) 

Community Consultative Committee: 10 August 2020 
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Answer: Rodds CreekDam (Vicki Hood) 

Question: Do you find there are significant differences between the Cadia and Orange Airport 
rainfall reports? (Graham Brown) 

Answer: There can be variations depending on the conditions (Vicki Hood) 

Question: Is there dewatering from Ridgeway occurring? (Graham Brown) 

Answer: There is some as Ridgeway is being managed in care and maitenance mode (Vicki 
Hood) 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS UPDATE 
Matt Armstrong provided an update on community activities, investments and complaints. 

RECENT ACTIVITIES 

Community Consultative Committee: 10 August 2020 
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PARTNERSHIP FUNDING 

Community Consultative Committee: 10 August 2020 
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CADIA DISTRICT ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 

Community Consultative Committee: 10 August 2020 
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COMMUNITY COMPLAINTS 

Community Consultative Committee: 10 August 2020 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 
WIDER COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Graham advised he would like to implement a process to include wider community awareness 
and contribution for CCC meetings. Graham advised a notification should be provided to Cadia 
residents two-weeks prior to each meeting asking for any matters for discussion or queries to 
the committee; and notification that the previous meetings minutes have been uploaded to the 
website and publicly available sent to the Cadia residents. The committee discussed and 
agreed. Matt Armstrong will incorporate as part of the CCC general meeting preparatory 
requirements.  

MEETING GOVERNANCE 

Bob Meyenn queried if the agenda and presentation could be provided greater than a few 
hours prior to the meeting, suggesting two days prior. The committee discussed and agreed 
having time to read and prepare questions for submission prior to the meeting, to more easily 
facilitate and provide responses to the committee at the time of the meeting. The committee 
agreed and Matt Armstrong will amend the CCC procedure to encapsulate distributing the 
agenda and business papers at least 2-days prior to the CCC Meeting.  

NEXT MEETING 

David Johnson queried if the date of the next meeting could be altered due to conflicting 
priorities. Matt Armstrong advised he will contact committee members and identify an 
alternative date in lieu of connectivity and communication limitations associated with skype.  

Community Consultative Committee: 10 August 2020 
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APPENDIX 
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