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Appendix i - Correspondence from Anaiwan Aboriginal Traditional Owners. 
 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION: 50 AECOM 
New England Regional Landfill 
Waterfall Way, Armidale 

 
 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEYS & REPORTS Pty Ltd – MARCH 2009 
PROJECT: 473/09 

 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION: 51 AECOM 
New England Regional Landfill 
Waterfall Way, Armidale 

 
 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEYS & REPORTS Pty Ltd – MARCH 2009 
PROJECT: 473/09 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix ii – Detail from “The Armidale Express” 2nd February 2009. 
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Appendix iii  - Detail from “The Armidale Independent” 4th February 2009. 
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Appendix iv – Results of AHIMS search. 
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Appendix v – Site Types
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Site types associated with Indigenous activities and culture 
 

The definitions that follow are for terms used in this report, and do not necessarily apply to their use in 
different contexts. 

 
Art sites are defined as places where any medium has been applied to a rock surface either as 

symbols, characters, drawings, paintings, or any other rendition, recognisable as not being a 
natural discolouration or feature.  They also include markings to a rock surface, either by 
engraving, abrading, or pecking, and which cannot be identified as being a natural feature. 

 
Bora rings are circles of 2-30 metres diameter of compressed earth (from repeated treading or 

dancing), or stone arrangements, at which men performed initiation ceremonies, and are the 
most frequently recorded ceremonial sites.  Sometimes they occur as two rings joined by a 
central track in a barbel configuration.  They usually occur on level or low-lying country, which 
is usually the first topographical unit to be cultivated, or utilised for highways and roads, but 
they may also occur as circular stone arrangements on elevated rock platforms and hilltops.  
If they are or were present then they are usually either already known and have been 
recorded, or they have long since been destroyed. 

 
Carved trees are readily recognised by even the untrained observer.  The carving is incised either into 

the outer bark, or more commonly, into the living wood after removal of a section of the bark.  
The designs frequently consist of ‘diamond cross-cuts’, but may also consist of stylised 
animal motifs.  Previously unrecorded carved trees are still discovered in relatively remote or 
inaccessible areas.  Carved trees frequently occur near burial sites and/or Bora rings, but in 
some regions they may have been tribal boundary markers. 

 
Fish traps may occur either in rivers or on seashores.  They are recognisable as unnaturally formed 

stone arrangements that were constructed to trap fish (or eels or turtles) carried into the 
enclosure in deep water, and which are left stranded within the enclosure as the water level 
drops.  The fish were then caught by nets, hand, or by spear. 

 
Grinding grooves are usually observed on the surfaces of large sedimentary boulders or exposed 

shelves and outcrops of sedimentary rock along creek banks and beds, or near water.  They 
have been produced by Aborigines using the rock surface to shape and sharpen the edges of 
stone to produce ground-edged axes, or to sharpen wooden spears (the latter tend to be 
narrow and deep).  Water was used to lubricate the surface of the rock.  The grooves 
frequently occur as linear abraded depressions in the rock, and may each be between 10 and 
50 centimetres long, up to 15 centimetres wide, and 2 to 5 centimetres deep.  Some 
sedimentary rock surfaces may exhibit shallow ground depressions of roughly round or 
elliptical shape, and these are more likely to be associated with seed grinding, root crushing, 
or other food preparation. 

 
Middens may be identified variously as beach, lagoon, lacustrine, or estuarine, and are most likely to 

be observed at or above the water line where erosion, topsoil removal, or mining has 
exposed the shell.  The size of the midden can vary enormously, with the smallest comprising 
a ‘one off’, “dinner-time camp” (Meehan. 1982), with as few as two or three shells, or a 
shallow lens of only a few centimetres.  The largest middens may extend for many kilometres 
and may comprise of a number of lenses and layers of shell and ash up to several metres 
deep.  These large middens may be evidence of continuous exploitation of the resource over 
many thousands of years.  Middens of fresh water mussel shell may be found in eroding 
creek banks or in eroding terraces, particularly near both existing and defunct water holes. 
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 Isolated shell or fragments may occur on any surface and in any situation.  A single shell may 

have been discarded by a bird, but the presence of use-wear would indicate Aboriginal use of 
the shell as a tool, which was discarded after use.  Such occurrence is likely to be where 
there is no immediate source of stone material suitable for tool manufacture. 

 
Natural Mythological sites are places of significance to Aborigines, either because they are described 

in mythological stories or songlines, or because they were used in religious ceremonies.  
They may occur anywhere and while some are more predictable than others – as for 
example, permanent water holes, waterfalls, rock promontories, etc., others may have no 
particularly remarkable features.  Seldom is there any recognisable artefactual evidence or 
anything to distinguish it from similar features in the vicinity.  These sites must of necessity 
be identified by Aboriginal people with an association with the place. 

 
Open sites, campsites, knapping floors, scatters, and isolated artefacts, are most likely to occur on 

eroded and exposed creek banks, particularly where slope wash or stock trails has removed 
the humic layer, or on eroded ridges and spurs, particularly near the junctions in 
watercourses. 

 
 Open sites are most likely to be present in greatest numbers near a source of either raw 

stone material, or potential food resources, or in a natural corridor between two differentially 
preferred environmental zones, or at the contact between two environmental zones 
containing different resources. 

 
 Artefacts in open scatters are likely to be manufactured from the dominant raw material 

available; i.e. Greywacke on greywacke-sourced soils, quartz on granite-sourced soils, 
silcrete and chert on relict sedimentary soils. 

 
 Artefact assemblages in open scatters are likely to consist predominantly of discard material, 

i.e., cores, flakes, flaked pieces, and debitage. 
 
 Artefacts exhibiting retouch scars and backing are most likely to occur in sites where 

secondary activity took place peripheral to the central camp site, although this is a generality 
and can only be observed where there is sufficient surface visibility to identify peripheral 
sites.  Fragments of flakes with retouch or backing may occur on knapping floors indicating 
breakage occurring during manufacture, or maintenance areas in which damaged tools have 
been replaced and discarded. 

 
 Isolated artefacts are likely to be most frequently observed where the groundcover obscures 

all but the larger artefacts, such as cores, and large flakes, or where there is little contrast 
between the texture of artefactual material and the surface upon which it lies.  Artefacts of 
materials contrasting with the matrix may be visible regardless of size; eg. quartz artefacts 
may be far more visible than much larger basalt artefacts against a background of dark humic 
terrace soils. 

 
PADs or Potential Archaeological Deposits are deposits, usually in shelters (but they may also be 

identified where there are intact deposits in open areas), which although not containing any 
visible archaeological material, are considered likely to contain archaeological material below 
the surface.  These ‘sites’ are not recorded as sites on the Aboriginal Site Register, but are 
identified as places that require subsurface testing to establish whether a site exists or not. 

 
Rock shelters with art or occupation deposits, are most likely to occur where the character of the 

parent rock is sufficiently massive or consolidated for it to retain a structure that weathers 
differentially to form shelters and overhangs. 
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Scarred trees are perhaps the most difficult site type to determine as having been caused by 

deliberate removal of the bark by humans and not as a consequence of natural events; such 
as abrasion from falling trees or branches, natural branch attrition, fire damage, or contact 
from vehicles or stock.  They may occur in places wherever there are tree species that 
produce bark suitable for tool and implement manufacture.  While some scars are clearly the 
consequence of deliberate bark removal by Aborigines (either evidenced by stone axe 
marks, or identified by Knowledge Holders), some scars were made by settlers, and 
stockmen, and surveyors who frequently blazed trails and property boundaries by scarring 
the trees, and by timber men who removed a strip of bark to test the suitability of a tree for 
logging.  

 
Other site types such as hearths, burials, etc., are less easily predicted, although burials are frequently 

associated with carved trees, and Bora rings, and hearths with campsites, shelters, and shell 
middens. 
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