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REQUEST TO MODIFY

LOT 1 DP542395 AND

KEMPS CREEK

PROJECT APPROVAL (06-185) — SITA
ADVANCED WASTE TREATMENT
FACILITY — VARIATION TO

HOURS OF OPERATION -

LOT 740 DP810111, ELIZABETH DRIVE,




1.0 THE REQUEST

The request seeks to vary the external hours of operation of the

SAWT from the current cessation of 6.00 pm, until 10.00 pm.

The Project Approval (Condition 12) specifies that outdoor
operations shall only operate between 6.00 am and 6.00 pm
(Monday — Friday) and 8.00 am till 5.00 pm (Saturday).
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2.0 BACKGROUND

SITA Australia Pty Limited operates two developments on Lot 1
DP542395 and Lot 740 DP810111 (No 1725a) Elizabeth Drive,
Badgerys Creek.

The first of those developments was approved as an Extraction of
Clay, Shale Sandstone and Laminate and the Progressive
Rehabilitation by Backfilling Quarried Areas with Solid, Non-
Putrescible Waste ........ 2 November 1989 and subsequently
modified 28 February 1992, 27 October 1983, 22 September 1999,
16 November 2001 and 9 November 2009 (the Landfill).

The second of the developments was approved 15 April 2008 by the
Minister for Planning, pursuant to the provisions of Section 75J of
the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979, and granted
approval to the SITA Advanced Waste Treatment Facility (SAWT).

The two developments are linked to the extent that the residual,
inert, waste product produced by the SAWT is deposited in the
landfill. This is the residual component of the SAWT process which
has no value in the composted preduct, produced by the SAWT.
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3.0 THE EXTENSION OF OPERATING HOURS

In order to facilitate more effective management of the SAWT
facility, SITA wishes to remove 10 small truck loads of inert waste
from the SAWT between the hours of 6.00 pm — 10.00 pm, which is

after the current hours of operation conclude.

Removal of the inert material during this time will allow SITA to
immediately commence receival of the waste stream into the SAWT
at the commencement of operations (6.00 am), rather than spend
otherwise operational time, removing the inert material prior to

operations commencing.

The truck which would remove the inert material and transfer same
to the landfill is a small 6 tonne “hooklift” truck, and the route fo the
landfill is as indicated on the plans at Appendix i).

Between the hours of 9.00 pm and 10.00 pm, a spray machine
known as a "Concover” machine would spray ground mulch onto the
inert material transferred from the SAWT.

The spraying of the wet mulch mixture is to effectively secure a
covering of the inert materia! until it is placed in the landfill the

following day.

Again, in order to improve the operation of the SAWT, SITA wishes
to also remove up to five or six loads of processed waste from the
SAWT to the maturation beds in order to create effective space for

the next day’s operation.

Allied with this extension is the complimentary removal of five to six
loads of composted material from the maturation beds back into the
SAWT so as to facilitate bagging of the material earl at the start of

operations the next day.
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The only obvious consideration in such a variation to the approved
hours of operation is that related to any noise created by those
operations. To that extent, Wilkinson Murray, Acoustic Consuitants,

has provided an assessment which concludes as follows:

“The calculated evening noise levels are within the relevant criteria
at all the receivers and for all wind conditions. Since Scenario 2
meets the criteria, it is concluded that Scenario 1 with half the

number of fans also meets the noise criteria.

The acoustic assessment appears as Appendix ii).
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4.0 CONCLUSION

The approval and establishment of the SAWT represented a very
significant step in meeting the Government’s objective of reducing
~ the volume of the waste stream which is currently directly fed into
landfill, and, at the same time, converting a major proportion of the
waste stream into an environmentally valuable set of by-products.

In this instance, SITA is simply seeking to improve the operation of
the facility through the removal of 10 truckloads of inert waste
material between 6.00 pm — 10.00 pm, and the removal and
emplacement of composted material, within and without the SAWT

facility during these hours.

These changes to operating hours have been assessed by
Wilkinson Murray and found not to create any noise levels which
would breach acceptable standards for such operations and

conditions.

It is considered that those altered operating hours will not create any
impact on surrounding land uses, and therefore the opportunity to
improve operations on the site should be one which can be taken

with enough certainty to know the public interest has been met.

| commend the variations to the Minister.

J S MULLANE
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Appendix |
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Advanced Waste Treatment Facility
Elizabeth Drive
FIGURE 2: Elizabeth Drive Landfill Site
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