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NSW GOVERNMENT
Department of Planning

&

Contact: Paul Weiner
Phone: 02 9228 6339
Fax: 02 9228 6355
Email: aul.weiner@planning.nsw.gov.au
Mr David Griffin Qur rel: S04/01018/1
CEO
Renewable Power Ventures Pty Ltd
Level 38, 2 Park Street
SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Mr Griffin

Subject:  Capital Wind Farm Near Tarago - Director-General’s Requirements

| refer to the Department’s previous correspondence dated 10 August 2005 regarding the above
project’s assessment under Part 3A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979
(EP&A Act). With regard to the Director General's requirements for the Environmental
Assessment, this letter replaces the advice given in the previous correspondence.

Pursuant to clause 8J(1) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000, the
Director-General hereby adopts the requirements previously issued on 24 September 2004
subject to certain modifications, as Director-General’s requirements for the Capital Wind Farm
project. These modifications include reference to certain administrative matters under Part 3A
of the EP&A Act and the need to focus on key environmental issues including:

e visual impacts on the broad landscape that is going to be intruded upon, and the effect on
individual residences;

« operational noise impacts taking into account the South Australian Environmental Protection
Authority’s Wind Farms: Environmental Guidelines’ (2003);

« impacts on cultural heritage in accordance with the draft Guidelines for Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage Impact Assessment and Community Consultation (July, 2008), prepared by the
Department of Environment and Conservation;

» impacts on threatened species in accordance with the draft Guidelines for Threatened
Species Assessment (July, 2005), prepared by the Department of Environment and
Conservation and the Department of Primary Industries; and

« providing a clear and substantiated explanation of the likely power output taking account of
capacity factors, National Electricity Market operations, what other fuel sources will
genuinely be displaced, and likely overall greenhouse gas benefits. Also any implications
for reserve generating capacity should be discussed.

The modified Director-General’s requirements are attached.
Please contact Paul Weiner if you have any inquires. |

Yours sincerely

G.) %o.1.05

Chris Wilson

Acting Deputy Director General

Sustainable Development Assessments and Approvais
As delegate for the Director-General

Bridge St Office 23-33 Bridge St Sydney NSW 2000 GPO Box 39 Sydney NSW 2001
Telephone (02) 9228 6111 Facsimile (02) 9228 8191 DX 10181 Sydney Stock Exchange Wehsite planning.nsw.gov.au




DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING

CAPITAL WIND FARM

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS UNDER PART 3A OF THE
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT ACT 1979

Project The proposed wind farm would include up to 83 x 2.1 MW turbines. A substation will
be constructed on site and connect to the TransGrid 330 KV transmission line that
traverses the southern boundary of the project area.

NSite Located west of the village of Tarago over an area 7 km from east to west and 11 km
north to south. The site is located within the Palerang Council.

Proponent Renewable Power Ventures Pty Ltd

Date of Expirafion

These Environmental Assessment requirements expire 24 September 20086,

General
Requirements

The Environmental Assessment raust include:

+  an executive summary;

. a description of the proposal, including construction, operation, and any staging,

. details of the location of the project and environmental planning provisions
applicable to the site and the project;

« consideration of alternatives to the project;

. an assessment of the environmental impacts of the project, with particular focus
on the key assessment requirements specified below,

+  proposed mitigation/ management measures of residual environmental impacts;

. justification for undertaking the project with consideration of the benefits/ impacts
of the proposal, and proposed management/ mitigation/ monitoring;

. adraft Statement of Commitments for envircnmental mitigation, managerent
and monitoring for the project; and

. certification by the author of the Environmental Assessment that the information
contained in the Environmental Assessment is neither false nor misieading.

Key Assessment
Requirements

The Environmental Assessment must assess the issues specified in the Director-
Generat's requirements previously issued to you on the 24 September 2004.

Consultation
Requirements

You must undertake an appropriate and justified level of consuitation with the
following parties during the preparation of the Environmentai Assessment.

Commonwealth Department of Environment & Heritage;
Environment ACT,

Civil Aviation Safety Authority,

Department of Defence;

Department of Primary Industries,

Department of Erwironment & Conservation;

Department of Natural Resources,

Department of Energy, Utitities and Sustainability,

Department of Lands — regarding whether there are any issues associated with
Crown land;

NSW Health (Environmental Health Branch) — regarding magnetic fields;
Roads and Traffic Authority,

Relevant Catchment Management Authorities;

Country Energy;

Aerial Agricultural Association of Australia;

Relevant Local Aboriginal Land Councils and tribal representatives;
Taylors Creek Rural Fire Service;

Palerang Councit

Goulburn Mulwaree Council,

Local Aircraft Landing Area CGwners; and

Relevant Landeare groups.
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The Environmental Assessment must clearly indicate issues raised by stakeholders




during consultation, and how those matters have been addressed in the
Envircnmental Assessment.

Landowners
information

When submitting the Environmental Assessment for an adequacy check under
Section 75MH{1) of the EP&A Act:

{a) the consent of the landowner shouid be provided if required under Section 8F of
the Regulations; and

(b} the proponent is to provide mailing details of adjoining landowners and occupiers
for all properties marked on a map.

Exhibition of EA
and notification
requirements

Pursuant to Section 75H(3) of the EP&A Act, the Environmental Assessment must be
exhibited for a minimum of 30 days.

Peer Review

Not required at this stage.

Panels constituted
under s75G

No Panels are required af this stage.

Deemed refusal
period

Pursuant {o ciause 8E(2) of the EP&A Regulation, the deemed refusal period for the
project will be 120 days.




Henry Deane Building

20 Lee Straet Sydney NSW
GPQ Box 3527 Sydnay NSW 2001
Departmant of . 102 9762 800
lafrastructure, Planning snd Natural Resources e dipnr.nsw, gov.au
) . Major infrastructure Assesstment
o ’ Lovel 4
Mr David Griffin _ Telephone: 02 9762 8151
CEO Facsimije: 02 9762 8707
Renewable Power Ventures Pty Ltd Emai:
Level 38, 2 Park Street rebecea, newman@dipnr.nsw.gov.au

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Que Ref: SO401018 Pt 4
Your Ref:
Deaar Mr Griffin ‘

Praposed 200 MW Capital Wind Farm Project, near Tarage (Southern Tablelands}

{ refer to your letter of 20% August, 2004, sesking the Director-General's requirements for the preparation of an
Environmental Impact Statement {E1S}) for the-abova development proposal.

It is understood that the proposal wilt consist of the following: _

* 100~ 133 wind turbine generators (installed capacity of 200 MW, producing approximately 710 GW per
annumy;

«  erection of each furbine generatar on approximately 80m high towers with three blades of 41 to 50m
langth;

* . constyuction of a sub-station on site within 100m of the existing TransGrid 330kV transmission fine that
traverses the southern boundary of the project area;

»  underground cabling; _

*  anetwork of service roads to provide access to each wind turbine generator,

It is also understood that the proposed transmission fine that will connect the substation to TransGrid's
network will not form part of the development application. Nevertheless, sufficient information should be
includad in the EIS to demonstrate its likely impacts.

Attachment No. 1 autlines ths statutory matters that must be included ift any EIS under clauses 71 and 72 of
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 (the Regulation).

Under clause 73(1) of the Regulation, the Director General requires the EtS to adiress the issues fisted below,
You should niote however, that clause 73(6} of the Regulation requires you to re-consull the Director General

in relation to the preparation of the £IS if the development application is not made wilhin two years of the date
of this Ietter.

General Considerations
»  Consideration of relevant Acls, policies and strategies including the:
© State Environmantal Planning Policy No 68 - Protecting Sydney's Water Supply {noting, in
particular, the matters specified in clauses 11{3) and 11(4) of the SEPP);
State Environmental Planning Policy No. 44 — Koala Habitat Profection;
' Sydney Catchment Authority's draft publication entiited Sustaining the Catehments - The Regionai
Plan for the drinking water catchments of Sydney and adjacent regional centres;
Warragamba Catchment Biueprint;
NSW Heritage Office's publication entitled Wind Farms & Herftage Policy (draft);
Australian Wind Energy Association and Australian Council of National Trust's draft issues paper
entited Wind Famms and Landscape Values:
Australlan Greenhouse Office and Australian Wind Energy Association's publication entitied Best
Practice Guidelines for implementation of Wind Energy Projects in Australia;
CASA's Draft Advisory Circular AC 139 -18 (0), June 2004 Obstacls Marking and Lighiing of Wind
Farms;
Rivers and Foreshores Improvement Act;
+ Water Management Act;
* Native Vegetation Conservation Act;
Mulwaree LEP 1995;
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Yarrowlumia LEP 2002; and
Tallagande LEP 1891

» A water cycle management study nreparad in respect of the development that addresses the foliowing

matie

18

pre-development and post-development run off volumes and poliutant loads from the sile of the
proposed development;

the assessment of the propdsed development against the matters for consideration specified in
clause 10 of SEPP 58,

the impacts of the devalopment on receiving waters; :

the water cycle management strategies and best management practices proposed to be employed
1o address thosa impacts; and o

tha arrangements to be made for the ongoing maintenanca and monitoring of the water cycle
management system.

Relationship and consistency with relevant NSW and Commonwealth policies on energy menagement
and greennouse gas emissicns.

Relationship to the electricity grid, ie. distance to the grid, capacity of the grid to accept powe,
opportunities to share infrastructure. ’

Project staging.

Specific lssues

2004

Consideration of those matters raised by participants atthe Pianning'Focus Meeling held on 213t June,

and recorded in the Notes to that meeting.

Sita Jayout and maps showing scale of development and relationship to any existing development and
known current development proposals {eg wind farms) in the surrounding area,

Justification for locating the proposal on this site.

An assessment of the:

+

nolsa impacts undertaken in accordance with the attached guideline Wind Farms — Environmental
Noise Guidefines: South Australian Environmant Protection Authority {Fabruary 2003), and
“infrasauncd™;

visuel impacts associated with the proposal {both tubines and along grid connection route}) and &
discussion of proposed mitigation measures [Note: The visual impact assessment should be
ilustrated with photomontages, taken from strategic vantage peints (both public and private), of the
Wubine installations and transmission lines, and any structures associated with the connection fo
the fransmissicn line, and these elements of the praposal that may have a cumulative visual impact
in this locality taking into account any adjacent wind farm proposals). Blade “flicker” and blade
“glint” should be addressed as part of the assessment; :

site suitability and capability for the proposal with particutar regard to soil erosion potential;

traffic and access considerations noting in parlicular the proposed routes and any alterations to
tracks and roads that may be raquired to fransport heavy, wide and long toads eg. towers, urbines,
and hiades;

patential impacis from the turbines and transmission lines on birds and bats from slrikes;

potential impacts from the turbines and wansmission lines on bird and bat flight movernent and
hehaviour that could affect their survival, This should include consideralien of any bird movement
between Lake George and Lake Bathurst; ,

measures proposed to be adopted to offsetimpacts resulting from construction activilies, eg.
earthwiorks, vegetation clearing, track cansiruction etc; -

any electric and magnetic field impasts on health, and means of minimising such. A demanstration
of compliance with “prudent avoidance principles” should be provided;

any other petential heath sifects;

any lighting requirements particutarly those required for aviation safety and security of the site;
impacts on air navigetion;

electrornagnetic interference;

any risk/ezard issues, including bushfire riskimanagemént and chemical Use;

direct and indirect property and land use impacts. Details should be provided for any land which may
require acquisition or establishrnent of an easement. Also, consideration must be given to any on-
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site and off-site impacts which would restriet current and future land uses. The means of overceiming
{29. buffers) ar compensating for such restrctions should be ideniified; and
benefils to focal area. _

» |denfification and discussion of any indigenous and ron-indigenous culiural heritage issues.

» - Qulling of Environimental Management Plans with reference to construction and operation stages.
Monitoring, auditing, and reporiing procedures should also be describad,

«  Anassessment of impacts to flora and fauna, particulady criicat habitats, threatened species,
nopulations, ecological communities, and their habitats listed under the Throatened Speciss Conservation
Act 1995 (TSC Act) and the Fisheries Management Act 1997 {FM Actj: The assessment shouid involve
the following steps: _ )

i) conduct haseline surveys, and consult relevani databases and listings by sclentific commitiees

" established under the TSC Actand FM Act;

i) identify any applicable assessment guidefines issued and in force under Section 84A of the 750
Act or, subject to Section 5C of the EPBA Act, and Section 22027A of the FM Act?

iy descrive the types and condition of habitats in, and adjacent to, the land to be affected by the
proposal; '

v} prepare alist of species and vegatation communities that were recorded in the study area and
adjacent areas, Also identify which threatened species, poputations and ecological communities

. are Yikely to occur based on the presence of suitable habifat andlor previous sightings;

V) apply an Assessment of Significance (Under section 5A of the EP&A Act) to each threatenad
species, population or scofogical community, or their habitats, that may be affected by the
proposal. The EIS must justify any decision to not apply this test to all of the threatened spacies,
populations or ecological cormmunities identified in step Iv);

viy  prepare a Species Impact Statement far any criical habilats and threatened species, popuiations
or ecological communities, or their habitats that are likely fo be significantly affecled by the
proposal {note; A SIS must be prepared in accordance with any requirements of the Direclor-
General of the Department of Envirenment and Conservaiion andfor Director-Generdl of the
Uepartmant of Primary Industries).

The Depattment’s draft BIA Guidefines entitled NSW Wind Energy {June 2002) and Nefwork Elgclricify
Systems and Refated Facilities should also be consuited in the preparation of the EIS (see attachments).

Integrated Development :
Development Applications (DAs) are "integrated development” where certain licences or approvais are
required from bodies other than the consent authorify. You have identified the Department of Environment
and Conservation (DEC), and the Department of Infrastruciure, Planning and Natural Resources (DIPNR) as
integraied approval bodies. The DEC's advice is altached.

if further integrated approvals are identified before the Development Application is todged, you must consult
with the relevant agencies to ideniify their requirements for the EIS. You should particularly consider whether
the Department of Lands may be an integrated approval body {road works affecting & Grown Road - refer to
the Roads Act 1993), Based on your advice, the Councils would also be integrated approval badies should
the proposal be State Significant Developmant.

You must ensure that when you fodge your Development Application and supporting documentation with the
consent authorities that you include:

= gufficient copies for each of the approvat hodies; and

« acheque, for afee of $250, made payable to each of the agencies from whom you need an integrated
approval,

1 Envicenmentally sound prastice requires the proposal to be modified, if possible, to aveid a significant effect on
threatened species, populalions, and ecolagicat communtiies or their habitats.,

20g 20 Octaber, 2002 the Thraatensd Spacies Conservalion Amendment Act 2002 was assented to. The provisions of
the Act will commence progressively. The reference to assessment guidefines reflects the provisions of the new Act.
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Cencurrence
The concurrence of the Chief Executive of the Sydney Calchment Authority will be required unless the
proposal is made State Significant Development.

N A L

Censultation

You should consuit with the Eastern Capital Gity Regional Council and Greater Argyle Gity Councit and take

into acceunt any comments these councils may have in the preparation of the EIS. The EIS should also

address other issues that emerge from consultations with relevant local, State and Commonwealth

guvermnmant autharities, service providers and community groups including: '

= Commonwesatth Department of Environment & Heritage;

= Civil Aviation Safety Authority;

*  Department of infrastructure, Planning and Nafural Resources {formery Departmant of Land and Water
Conservatian);

*  Depatment of Primary Induskies (Fisheries and Agriculture);

«  Department of Environment and Conservation (farmerly Natinnal Parks and Wildlife Service and the

Environment Profection Authority):

Department of Utlities, Energy and Sustainability;

Department of Lands;

Roads and Traffic Authority;

Rail Comporation;

Sydney Catchment Authority : ‘

NSW Health {Environmental Health Branch) - regarding magnetic fields. : r

TransGrid; .

Country Energy;

Relevant Local Aboriginal Larid Councils;

Ngunawal and Pefar tribal representatives; -

Pejar Landcare; and ;

Refevant Catshment Management Authorities

T T MM T
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Under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 {EPBC Act), L.
approval of the Commonwealth Minister for the Environment and Heritage is required. for actions that may i
have a significant impact on matters of National Environmentat Significance?, except in circumstances which

are set out in the EPBC Act. Approval from the Commonwealth is in addition to any approvals under NSW

legistation. ' : '

Please contact Rebecca Newman {lelephone G2 9762 8151) should you have any queries about this matter,
Yours sincerely
g_ Mark Hather

Director * “*\‘*‘f et

Malor Infrastructure Assessment
As Celegate for the Director General

S Mattars of National Envircumental Significance under the EPBG Act are:

i) World Heritage properes;

i) RAMSAR watiands; .
iif) threalened spacles of ecological communities listed in the EPBG Adt:
iv) rigratory species listed in the EPBGC Act:

) the envirenment s 8 Commonwealth marne area;

wi) nuclear actions; and

wii} national heritage places.



