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1. IntroDuCtIon

this Visual Impact assessment (VIa) report evaluates the proposed future partial 
redevelopment of the Settlement City Shopping Centre being developed by InG real 
estate and located in Port macquarie nSW.

1.1 purposes oF the report and planning considerations
the purpose of this report is to provide an objective assessment of:

the scenic impacts of the Settlement City project development. 
the means by which such impacts might be mitigated through the 
appropriate siting and design of the development.

the report has been prepared in such a manner that it informs the design of the 
development proposal as well as assessing the impacts that the proposal generates.

1.2 scope and limits oF this report 
the report has been based on a professional assessment of the visual qualities of the 
locality and site as well as the impacts of the proposed development.

at this juncture the opinions of adjoining landowners or other persons who may view this 
development from the public or private domain have not been sought.

1.3 report methodology and BacKground documents
the principal methodology adopted and adapted for this visual impact assessment is 
modelled on the approach outlined in ‘Guidelines for landscape and Visual Impact 
assessment’ (GlVIa) prepared by the landscape Institute (uK) and the Institute of 
environmental management and assessment.

Key components of the project methodology include:
review of all background documentation and reports already prepared for 
this project.
A detailed briefing from the full report team. 
a detailed site visit of the site and locality to evaluate existing landscape 
character, visual catchment, key visual landmarks in the immediate 
landscape and potential visual impacts of the development scenic sensitivity 
and determine visual landmarks and visual detractors.
Preparation of this report based on the GlVIa methodology and reviewed 
in association with manidis roberts.

Key background documents that have informed this VIa include:
Settlement City Precinct Structure Plan 2009. this detailed plan evaluates 
the qualities of the site and locality, providing direction on appropriate 
strategies for future development. It also contains a brief Visual assessment 
of the Precinct.
Development Concept prepared by the Buchan Group.
adequacy review prepared by manidis roberts.

–
–

–

–
–

–

–

–
–
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1.4 terms used in this report
the following provides a brief explanation of the terms and abbreviations commonly used 
in Visual Impacts assessments reports and which appear in this report:

visual catchment: an area or areas from which a subject site is visible, the 
boundaries of which are normally determined by what may be seen from the site 
itself up to and including the visual horizon.

viewsheds:  these apply to the quantum of the subject site that may be seen 
from any given viewpoint.

visual receptors: the public or community at large who would have views of 
the subject site either by virtue of where they live and/or work or from transport 
routes, paths, lookouts and the like.

visual accessibility:  the number of people that would regularly view the site.  High 
visual accessibility would include locations from which large numbers of people 
would view a subject site, such as from a major highway or dense urban area.

visual sensitivity (sometimes referred to as Scenic absorption Capacity): the 
degree to which a given landscape can absorb change (ie from development) 
without significant detrimental effects (ie open level grass plains have high 
sensitivity/low absorption capacity). High sensitivity implies that even small 
changes in the landscape would be highly visible and would visibly alter the key 
characteristics of a landscape.

Note that all of these definitions relate to quantitative and measurable non-subjective 
aspects of visibility and impact. a secondary qualitative assessment is also included in 
the methodology.  

•

•

•

•

•



Settlement CIty, Port maCquarIe •  VISual ImPaCt aSSeSSment  •  ISSue F auGuSt 2009 9

Settlement City, Port Macquarie • Visual Impact Assessment
LOCALITY PLAN 
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Settlement City, Port Macquarie • Visual Impact Assessme
SITE PLAN AND REDEVELOPMENT AREA
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2.1 planning context
local government compliance plans which the Settlement City Precinct site is directed 
by includes:

Hastings local environment Plan 2001
Hastings retail Policy Plan 2004
Settlement City Precinct Structure Plan 2009
Port macquarie Foreshore masterplan
Port macquarie-Hastings Development Control Plan 2006

 
macroplan australia, in association with Gm urban design and urbanhorizon Pty ltd, were 
commisioned by Port macquarie-Hastings Council to develop a concept structure plan 
and development controls for the Settlement City Precinct Structure Plan (2009). 

the Settlement City Structure Plan (SCSP) will provide the planning framework for the 
assessment of any rezonings, Part 3a applications or development applications. the 
SCSP was adopted by the Council on 21 January 2009 and may be incorporated into 
both the Councils leP and DCP.

as part of the Settlement City Precinct 1 Structure Plan developed by macroPlan australia  
the key points of views and vistas which overlook the area were located and are reproduced 
in this report (refer Figure 2.4). this study indicates under DCP 20 and DCP 49 that the 
major receptors identified that overview this proposed development are from:

st.agnes church (a) to the south east of the site - one of the last remaining water 
views from this ridgeline with views of the dominant hills beyond the site.
the Foreshore Walk (B) to the east across the Hastings river- with views across 
the river from a popular and well used public seawall walkway.
residential ridgeline (d) to the direct south of Warlters Street - with oblique 
views predominately from the private domain into the site.
hastings avenue and Warlters street (e) to the south of the site - with views 
across to Park Street north and beyond.

Other views and vistas shown in Figure 2.4 indicate sightlines identified in DCPs that 
are directed to other parts of the precinct but away from the site of this proposal.. these 
include:

park street south and gore street (c) to the south east of the site - with views 
over the Hastings river out to Pelican Island.
Buller street to the south east of the site - with views across Westport Park and 
beyond.

 
For the purposes of this VIa the views that will have direct relevance to the proposed 
development on this part of the precinct and which are mostly likely to require detailed 
assessment are a, B and D.additionally from site analysis a fourth view (refer P1 Figure 
2.1) of potential significance is to be had from the seawall walk.

2.2 local landscape character and visual accessiBility
this locality of Port macquarie is characterised by the presence of water, be it in canals, 
marinas or natural estuary environments. the site posseses a prime outlook over two river 
frontages and mangrove trees. Built form is mostly low key and the general character of 
a tourist destination is evident everywhere. 

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

2.  loCal Context
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2.3 site character
the site of the proposed redevelopment of Settlement City is known as the biggest sub 
regional shopping centre north west of the regions largest town of Port macquarie and 
is located on the waters edge of the Hastings river and the Governors Way. the site is 
extensively covered with built form and contains some of the states major retailers. the 
retail complex is serviced in the immediate surrounds by expansive areas of customer 
car parking with the majority facing the Bay Street boundary.  

2.4 Built Form and inFrastructure
the most visible built form within the immediate vicinity is the large rising roof of the 
Panthers Club. As a simple form in a white finish it does not unduly impact on the locality 
and can be considered an appropriate landmark.

2.5 visual landmarKs and detractors
In the general locality the principal significant visual landmarks that make positive 
contributions to the landscape include:

the Panthers Club roof line.

existing Pine trees on the eastern side of Park Street, outside the Sails  
resort.

The large flagpole within the development site.

Illuminated advertising of a quality that connects the viewer with a visual 
landmark without detracting from the overall appeal of the site.

Visual detractors in the landscape may include the following:

overhead powerlines.

Car parking areas.

the weir structure.

Illuminated advertising that detracts from the appeal of the site.

other key views, vistas and landmarks are shown in the Precinct Structure Plan and are 
summarised in Figure 9 of that document (see Figure 2.4).

2.6 puBlic access
For the most part public access to the site and locality is permeable with the public able to 
access foreshore and the site development. Public access is not denied but is nontheless 
not generally safe on the sites western boundary where no footpath is provided along 
the service access road. 

2.7 landscape condition
much of the original natural vegetation of the valley has been removed through 
development.

–

–

–

–

–

–

–

–
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Settlement City, Port Macquarie • Visual Impact Assessment
VISUAL RECEPTOR LOCATIONS - DISTRICT Fig 2.1
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Settlement City, Port Macquarie • Visual Impact Assessment
VISUAL RECEPTOR LOCATIONS - LOCAL
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Settlement City, Port Macquarie • Visual Impact Assessment
PHOTO LOCATIONS
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