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Tracy Bellamy - Eppingto Thornleigh 3rd track proposal SSI 5132 submission

From:  Mal Gray <malcolmbgray@gmail.cor

To: <plan_comment@planning.nsw.gov.i

Date: 2/11/2012 5:11 PI

Subject: Epping to Thornleigh 3rd track proposal SSI 5132nsigsior

CC: "Malcolm & Jean Gray" <tunggray@gmail.com>, <mataajray@nmi.gov.au>, M
Gray <malcolmbgray@gmail.cor

from :
Malcolm Gray and Jean Tung
109 Wongala Crescent

Pennant Hills NSW 2120
Submission to the Epping to Thornleigh Third Track proposal SSI 5132

Construction phase

* Construction workers will be required by OH&S ldgt®on to wear hearing protection on sitt
construction machinery will generate up to 122 dise levels (excavation machine with r
breaking ability, see EIS for details). Howevesidents adjacent to the construction works wi
unprotected from this acoustic onslaught.

* Our house is only 30m away from the boundary of riivay line fence and vibration frc
heavy machinery during construction and increasedquiency of freight trains during operat
will cause considerable structural damage to ollrduick house. We require an indepenc
structural inspection of our house prior to congion commencement and to be duly compen:
for damages incurred during construction.

* Noise mitigation should be undertaken before cowcftyn begins as construction machir
operation will generate noise levels up to 122db.

* A large section of the track would run through Beecroft Cheltenham Heritage Conserve
Area. Rare gang gang cockatoos and even an ecaslagen sighted opposite our house alon
tall Sydney blue gum forest along the railway Ifeace. Severe construction noise and incre
frequency of diesel engine noise would have ametnial impact to the native wildlife.

Operational phase
* Based on the most recent (202012) land valuation by the State Government ValGenera

our land has devalued by more than $50,000 dueitireg rail noise. This is typical of all t
houses exposed to rail noise up and down Wongaacént. Our land value will drop even nr

with increased freight traffic due to the&! Brack.

* Hearing damage from Diesel freight trains for resid adjacent to the rail line will become
increasingly significant problem: the Beecroft tenRant Hills section of track is one of
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steepest rail tracks in the state. It is also lat tigend. This combination produces deafeningly
diesel engine roar (typically three locomotives fpain) when going up hill and ear splitting wr
and brake screech when going down hill. The thiadk proposal will make this deafening leve
industrial noise a routine, 24 hour a day featdreun suburb.

* The project must minimise this health destroyingsedoy both installing double glazing
houses adjacent to the tracks and building an &cowall to the west of the third track betw:
Beecroft and Pennant Hills. Such walls are rouingded around all modern motorway, €
though they typically have far lower peak noiseslexcompared to three diesel locomotive fre
trains on full power. We note that such a wall wast to shield houses when the third track
built just south of Hornsby station.

* Noise remediation, as proposed above would be significant additional cost to the compl
project. For example, double glazing a typical leowdll cost approximately $10,000 based ¢
recent quote we obtained for our house. Thereem®than 100 houses in urgent need of di
glassing along the Beecroft to Pennant Hills raitidor. Double glazing would therefore cost
than one million dollars. This represents less d86 of the 1.1 billion dollar project cost. S
noise mitigation measures would bring both acceygainom local residents and, elevate
proposal to first world standards.

* Both ourchildren have developed asthma since moving adjacethe rail tracks at Penn
Hills. Any increase in diesel engine air pollutiawill increase the frequency and severity of t
asthmatic attacks. As a matter of urgency, alladiescomotives should have fine particle fili
fitted before being permitted to operate in NewtBdWales. This would finally bring the state i
line with first world standards.

* Diesel engine air pollution from freight trainshigghly toxic and adds a significant pollution I
to the Sydney basin. This pollution can readilydveided by using electric freight trains. S
electric freight trains were routinely used acrdss Sydney electrified rail network more tl
three decades ago. The third track proposal shoaldde upgrading the local substations so
the track can accommodate electric freight traimghe long term, diesel freight trains shoulc
disallowed within the electric network.

Conclusion

* The third track proposal as currently envisaged seVerely damage the health of local resid
structurally damage their houses and destroy valtieeir house pricing. The Government sh
buy out local residents adjacent to the proposed thil and protect more distant residents
both double glazing and the construction of an atouwhielding wall. If nothing is done
minimise the impact of rail noise on local residgetite project will become a festering sourc
resentment and hostili
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