
Submission Form

Epping to Thornleigh Third Track Proposal.  A'ppl icat ion number SSI 5132.

N a m e ( s ) : 4r/tfr aH t/ tlYt.rlCQ (//c1 .t frnnfi (4

Address: 24 L{7Hf-/ e|frt ( H r(ty'k*,Aa ?r/

t /we ob jec t  to  the  Epp ing  to  Thorn le igh  Th i rd  Track  Proposa l  and cons ider  tha t  the  EIS is  inadequate  and does  no t

address  the  fu l l  impact  o f  th is  p roposa l .  l t  w i l l  cause un to ld  damage to  the  hea l th  o f  res idents  and to  the  fabr ic  o f

the Beecroft  Cheltenham Heri tage Conservat ion Area. Do not approve this project,  reconsider the al ternat lves and

protect the communitY.
No Government Regulation of Noise and Pollution from these trains.

o The EIS does notaddress the impact on noise of the real potent ial  increase in rai l  f reight t raf f ic beyond the

current projected increase from 29 to 41. movements a day thereby avoiding the legislated need for a

reassessment of noise levels.
e An independent study has shown current rai l  noise levels result  in some 2 to 3 sleep disturbances a night where 1

is normal for reasons other than noise. Noise frequency wi l l  increase with increased traf l ic and is unacceptable.

o  The same s tudy  showed tha t  h ighes t  no ise  leve ls  peaks  occur red  be tween L0pm and 6am,  seven days  a  week '
o  S leep d is tu rbance is  recogn ised as  a  s ign i f i can t  s t ress  fac to r  wh ich  rmpa i rs  hea l th  and we l lbe tng .

o The EIS does not address the known health issues in the community resultrng from increased rai l f reight namely

coal dust f rom uncovered wagons and diesel part iculate matter,  a known carcinogen.
r These pr ivate freight operators should be subjected to legislat ive controls which protect the community and be

forced to upgrade to modern high powered trains which would avoid the need for this third track.

Heritage
o There has been inadequate assessment of the project 's impact on the fabr ic of the Beecroft  Cheltenham Heri tage

Conservat ion Area ( HCA),
The plan given for Beecroft  Rai lway stat ion Precinct is vague. The relat ionship to the trees, playground and

original  1,895 platform located south of the present stat ion is not shown, A fourth track is shown on the eastern

side. The plan does not include urgent ly needed l i f ts to al low disabled access at Beecroft  Stat ion.

Beecroft  Stahon Gardens have a heri tage l ist ing with Hornsby Counci l  but the impact on them has not been

adequately addressed. No arborist 's report  is given for the trees which wi l l  be removed.

The proposed redevelopment of Cheltenham Stat ion shows no regard for the HCA. The visual impact of the
proposed 13m h igh  g lass  and s tee l  concourse  is  to ta l l y  unacceptab le  in  th is  HCA'

There has been l i t t le or inadequate considerat ion of Aboriginal  archaeology in the area.

No evaluat ion has been made of the type of engineering structures and aesthet ic f in ishes which are sui table and

compatible for a HCA. This includes retaining wal ls,  embankments, revetments and culverts.  Shotcrete is not an

acceptable f in ish in a HCA. This matter should be addressed now in the ElS.

Vegetation
o The EIS is rely ing on vegetahon to lessen the impact of the pro. lect on heri tage houses and the fabr ic of the HCA

whilst  deplehng and fai l ing to restore and replenish the vegetat ion in the rai l  corr idor.
o Deplet ion of the vegetat ion has an impact on the amenity of residents immediately adjacent to the corr idor.
o Exist ing vegetat ion wi l l  not reduce the noise impact.  A thicket 30m deep is needed to reduce noise by 1dB.

Reduction in Road Traffic
o Claims that the project wi l l  reduce road freight are not substant iated. As total  f reight increases, road freight wi l l

a lso increase. A study publ ished to support  another piece of publ ic infrastructure states that ' rai l  is unl ikely to

meet the future inter-regionaltransport  task even i f  major rai l  infrastructure upgrades occur ' .  (SKM report  F3 fo

Sydney Orbital Link Study, April (2004).
o Rai l f reight is fqr long distancetransport  of  goods. Road freight is for localtransport  and perishable goods.

Signatu re(s)

a

a

Send to: The Director -  Infrastructure Projects,  Epping to Thornleigh

Depar tment  o f  P lann ing  and ln f ras t ruc tu re ,  GPO Box 39 ,  Sydney 2001 or
fax9228 6455 before Monday 5 November 20L2.

Th i rd  Track  Pro jec t  -  SSI  5132,  NSW
plan comment@plann ing .nsw.gov .au  or


