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DEPT OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT SSD 8669
REDEVELOPMENT OF ST ALOYSIUS CAMPUSES ON THE KIRRIBILLI PENINSULA

SUMMARY

At t h e ou t se t let i t b e recognised t h a t t h e J e s u i t Order i s doing w h a t responsible h e a d s of corporation
would − o r shou ld − d o for t h e good of t h e company.

However, t h a t side of th ings i s n o t t h e only consideration.

Kirribilli i s a lmos t a n island, wi th difficult, even i n places, d a n g e r o u s s t ree t access.
Why conges t t h i s densely popula ted s u b u r b further?

Which i s w h a t t h e S t Aloysius Plan Msg.'s proposa ls portend.

S t Aloysius a s s e r t t h a t t h e large−scale scope a n d expense over seven y e a r s is simply to "make better
u s e o f existing facilities" wi th "no ex t r a enrolment" envisaged o r planned.

At t h i s time. The reality is t h a t t h e whole project will l a s t t h e b e s t p a r t of a decade − 7 yea r s − o n a
s taged bas is , wh ich m e a n s rolling o r continuously.

DEMOGRAPHIC

H a s S t Aloysius outgrown i ts su i t ? The College h a s moved twice before.

There i s a n interest ing demographic t h a t does n o t a p p e a r i n focus anywhere i n t h e near ly 1000−page
documenta t ion presen ted b y DPE for publ ic p e r u s a l t h i s month.

S t Aloysius − a n d i ts sister−College for girls, Loreto, n e a r b y i n Carabel la Street, a r e prestige
ins t i tu t ions t h a t d r a w enro lments from a s fa r away a s t h e ext reme edge o f Sydney, over distances
comparable t o t h e size o f some smal l E u r o p e a n countr ies . I k n o w o f o n e specific family whose sons
attend(ed) from Thornleigh − a n d it i s reasonab le to a s s u m e o t h e r s like.

Is n o one ask ing t h e quest ion why, if t h e good J e s u i t Orde r wishes to ma in t a in i t s tradit ion of top
quali ty educa t ion (over 5 0 0 y e a r s now) w h y s u c h es t ab l i shmen t s c a n n o t b e opened where t h e real
populat ion o f Sydney a n d i t s leaders one d a y actual ly live? Only i n recen t d a y s t h e NSW State
Minister for Environment a n d Planning h a s forecast a conurba t ion , a tr inity indeed, of Sydney,
P a r a m a t t a a n d Penrith.
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OTHER DRAWBACKS BUILDING HEIGHT CREEP

W h a t h a s b e e n o n display i n a 1000 pages
volume, m o s t of i t o f technical exploration data,
does n o t really focus o n t h e d rawbacks o f a
project o f t h i s scale i n t h e middle of a
residential area.

NOISE

W h a t for example of t h e frequent in t rus ion of
noise from t h e elevated spor t s facilities
envisaged for t h e roof o f t h e refurbished Senior
school fronting Upper Pitt Street? The one
blessing i s t h a t infill o f t h e quadrangle will − or
shou ld − obviate t h e decades long in t rus ions of
every fall−in assembly invading living quarters,
i n some c a s e s o f t h e bedrooms of s tud io flats in
t h e vicinity.

There i s t h e precedent of Kirribilli Manors a t 55
Upper Pitt St ree t where five floors were
approved bu t , in t h e event, exceeded b y the
subt le af te r thought manoeuvre of "parking
creep" − n o t to ment ion t h e addit ion since of
"conservatories" o n t h e roof.

ASBESTOS

Asbes tos is ment ioned t h o u g h only i n a caveat
c l ause conditional o n a n y actual ly found. The
Senior c a m p u s − Great Hall a n d Chapel date
from t h e 1960s, a n e r a w h e n asbes tos was
considered safe. Expect to find some.

RESIDENTIAL PARKING RESTRICTED

The d o c u m e n t s s a y noth ing a b o u t t h e loss of
CLOGGED STREETS FOR THE DURATION resident ial street−parking permi t spaces for the

du ra t i on a n d S t Aloysius a s s e r t s t h a t the
There i s n o provision for adequa te reserved − works will n o t include ex t ra park ing within its
n o t leas t t h a t necessa ry d u r i n g t h e works precinct.
s tages − n o r increased u n d e r g r o u n d expans ion So cons t ruc t ion vehicles go where? For seven
a s exists a t t h e Wyalla c a m p u s o n t h e p l ea t h a t years.
n o increase o f enro lment i s envisaged.

Dur ing t h e cons t ruc t ion p h a s e t h e already
congested s t ree t s will b e choked b y t h e heavy
vehicles of m e n a t work o n site − a s they have
been for t h e p a s t y e a r a n d more i n w h a t i s a
residential zone immediately ad jacen t to the
Senior c a m p u s o n Upper Pitt Street.

Kirribilli i s a l ready full. The evidence − and
d a n g e r − o f t h i s i s manifes t every school day
a n d afternoon a s p a r e n t s ins is t o n delivering
a n d picking u p the i r children, too often in
vehicles t h e size o f a r m o u r e d tanks.

OVERSHADOWING

Other s have ment ioned t h e prospec t of
overshadowing − which would s e e m to affect
especially t h e s o u t h e r n face o n Kirribilli
avenue.

Concept drawings show t h e n e w heigh t of the
rebui l t Senior building n o higher t h a n the
prominen t Cross al ready o n t h e building.
However, o n t h e Upper Pitt St ree t side the re is
to b e a k i n d of p a r a p e t o r ameni t ies block
rais ing t h e height of t h a t side b y w h a t appears
t o b e a n o t h e r storey added. This m a y well b e a
"privacy" bar r ie r (in whose direction, b u t how
effective a s a noise barrier?

Seven y e a r s of disrupt ion a n d aggravation to
ad jacen t res idents , anywhere along Fitzroy
street , a n d especially a r o u n d school d rop off
a n d pick u p times

CONCLUSION

Many a s p e c t s t h a t militate aga ins t t h e public
interest , a n d especially those w h o actual ly live
ad jacen t t h a t DEP is a s k e d nei ther to overlook
n o r underestimate.

W h a t h a s b e e n revealed so fa r h a s been only
somewha t enlightening a n d t h e vagueness
provokes ques t ions t h a t shou ld be addressed
b y a n y assessors.

The DEP volume s e n t to North Sydney Council
for publ ic access inc ludes t h e following:

DEP invites [North Sydney] Council to
comment o n the proposal, including
advice o n recommended conditions of
contract, b y COB M o n d a y 2 8 M a y 2018.,

Council h a s sough t two weeks extension for
s u c h comment . It i s certainly war ran ted if rate
paye r s have a n y s take a t all.

The asse r t ion i s t h a t t h e proposed works a r e to
u p g r a d e w h a t i s al ready there o n t h e three
c a m p u s e s . This pledge is n o t ye t a s tes ted or
t r a n s p a r e n t a s it o u g h t to be.

Yours faithfully

A Burton


