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In the Public Interest 

I Lack of probity by politicians accepting an 'Unsolicited proposal' 

IUnsolicited proposals and guidelines that govern their assessment are published on the NSW I 
l e  Government website (http://www.nsw.gov.au/yourgovernment/unsolicited-proposals). 

I -̀ with the following statement made at page 248 of the NorthConnex EIS: The 
unsolicited proposal received by Government from Transurban and the West/ink M7 

Motorway Sponsors in relation to the NorthConnex project has been conducted strictly in 

Iaccordance with published guidelines that govern unsolicited proposals. 

PROBITY in the NSW State guide at 3.5 is referred to by NorthConnex. Like political donations, is 

Iit is a name, not a legal entity. (Two NorthConnex staff agreed I am right on 8 Aug 2014) 

The EIS clearly states the Minister is the proponent. 
Not Transurban and Westlink. 

EIS EXTRACTS: 

Government seeks to conduct its commercial dealings with integrity. The assessment of 

Unsolicited Proposals must be fair, open and demonstrate the highest levels of probity 

consistent with the public interest. . 
Maintaining impartiality . . . . a clearly defined separation of duties and personnel between 

the assessment and apprc 31 functions. 

Maintaining accountability and transparency. . . 
Accountability and transparency are 

related concepts. The demonstration of both is crucial to the integrity of the assessment. 
Accountability requires thE 311 participants be accountable )1. their actions. 

Transparency refers to the preparedness to open a project and its processes to scrutiny' 

debate and possible criticism. 

Maintaining confidentiality there is a need for high levels of accountability and 

transparency.. . at least for a specified time. 

4.9 Probity adviser may be appointed for large-scale projects or where probity risk is 
considered to be important — usually at Stages 2 and 3 of the assessment process. 

PROCESS FLOWCHART does not make provision for an EIS or community 
consultation. 

At an 11 Aug 2014 meeting it was said it has not been resolved as to how tunnel spoil can be 
removed at the Pennant Hills and Thornleigh shafts* 24/7 without causing grid lock in AM and 

PM peak hours for about three years. (*Also most tunnel material will go in there.) 

As with the Lane Cove tunnel, whilst there are many more unsubstantiated inflated 
assumptions in the 3,000 plus page EIS, the above is more than sufficient 
should [ 

If you share my concerns, send yours to your MP and Department of Planning, GPO Box 39, I 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 before the 12 September 2014 and quote Application SSI 6136. 

Peter Waite," re ter  vvi L EN M I  M I  • I N  M I  I N  ER I N  INN NI 
14— Monthly Chronide, August/September 2014 
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Report WK10/08 Proposed Link Road between the F3 and M2 fails to address 
Council's 10 October 2007 resolution. 

THAT Council defer consideration of Executive Manager's Report No. 
WK59/07 until the next available workshop meeting for a full presentation 
on the findings of the Independent Review of the F3 to M7 Corridor 
Selection by the Honourable Mahla Pearlman AO to allow Councillors and 
appropriate Staff to fully and openly discuss further this most important 
issue. 

THE AMENDMENT MOVED BY COUNCILLOR BROWNE, seconded by 
COUNCILLOR ISAAC, WAS PUT AND CARRIED, THEREBY BECOMING 
THE MOTION WHICH WAS PUT AND CARRIED. 

Hornsby Council faces four immediate critical issues: 

• The Australian Government's Media release DOES NOT identify solutions 

• Apparent assumption that Council and residents support the proposed tunnel 

• 

On 10 March 2008 at 9.45am in Castle Hill RSL 10,000 Friends of Greater Sydney is 
conducting the sixth of a series of Forums for the community to learn more about 
Sydney's transport problems. 

Camden, Gosford, Leichhardt, North Sydney, Parramatta, City of Sydney, Willoughby 
and Wyong Councils are all Corporate Members of 10,000 Friends of Greater Sydney. 

Whilst the Department of Planning and the RTA are also members I believe in the 
current political climate an independent body will be able to bring some sanity back 
into planning and funding solutions to replace current ad hoc decisions. 

The North West Sydney Transport Forum will provide Hornsby Council an opportunity 
to learn about how other councils are working together for the common good. 

Whilst not members of 10,000 Friends; Blacktown, Baulkham Hills and Hawkesbury 
Councils are united in finding the best and most practical solutions possible. 

I suggest it would be best that Hornsby Council defer its decision tonight and make an 
application for as many Councillors and staff to attend the Forum. 

Peter Waite 

Pennant Hills 
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SPECIAL BULLETIN 

Dispell ing the Myths on the Proposed F3 - 
M7 Corridor Link Using a Tunnel Under 
Pennant Hills Road 

W h a t  i s  Proposed 

In January 2001, Federal a n d  State Transport  Ministers 
announced a s t udy  to investigate options for a new 
National  H ighway  connection between the M7 
corridor a n d  the  F3 to replace Pennant  Hills Road. 
Throughout  this investigation the concerns of 
residents along Pennan t  Hills Road were  largely 
ignored a n d  i n  M a y  2004, the Federal Government 
endorsed  a fully tunnel led link f rom the F3 at 
Wahroonga unde r  the Pennant  Hills Road alignment 
to the M2 at  Beecroft. Wi th  this, Pennant  Hills Road 
w o u l d  be  reduced to t w o  lanes i n  each direction. The 
result  does n o t  replace Pennant  Hills Road b u t  a d d s  to 
the congestion i n  this n a r r o w  corridor wi th  long 
established residential l a n d  use. 

W h y  t h e  T u n n e l  is N o  Solution 

M y t h  1 - I t  w i l l  reduce  traffic congest ion o n  Pennant 
Hil ls  Road 
The tunnel, w i th  t w o  lanes i n  each direction, after the 
reduct ion of the surface road,  will only result  i n  one 
extra lane i n  each direction. This will no t  alleviate 
traffic congestion, which  th rough  traffic induction, is 
continually increasing - mainly  f rom heavy truck 
freight movemen t  requirements. 
M y t h  2 -  I t  w i l l  ge t  t rucks  of f  P e n n a n t  Hil ls  Road 
Trucks will n o t  be  forced to use  the tunnel  and  will  be 
prohibi ted f rom doing  so if carrying dangerous goods. 
As the surface r o a d  will remain  toll free, it will be  pre-ferred 

b y  larger trucks wan t ing  to avoid lane space 
constraints i n  the tunnel. 
M y t h  3 - I t  w i l l  h e l p  local traffic 
Federal fund ing  for the project requires a continuous 
tunnel  w i t h  n o  openings for local traffic be tween  the 
F3 a t  Wahroonga  a n d  the M2 at  Beecroft. Local traffic 
will still use  Pennan t  Hills Road a n d  will compete 
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w i t h  trucks for the reduced r o a d  space. (Once ap-proved 
it is likely that  the  N S W  RTA will ignore this 

requirement.) 
M y t h  4 - Toxic emissions w i l l  b e  filtered 
It is also a requirement of  Federal funding  that  'best 
practice filtration' be  used. Experience wi th  other Syd-ney 

r o a d  tunnels means  tha t  this will be  interpreted as 
n o  filtration. The health of all residents along the cor-ridor, 

especially the y o u n g  a n d  elderly, is a t  risk. 
M y t h  5 -  T h e  cost 
The recent Pear lman repor t  estimates the cost of tun-nel 

construction alone to  be  approx $3.5 billion ($400m 
pe r  k m  at  current  costs). W e  k n o w  f rom the Lane 
Cove Tunnel  that  the actual cost w a s  over ten  times 
more,  a t  a round  $1billion, t h a n  the estimated cost of 
$90 million. Construction costs are notoriously under-estimated 

b y  the NSW RTA to get  projects approved. 
Commuters  e n d  u p  pay ing  h u g e  tolls to use  these 
roads. The cost of retrofitting a tunnel  to a busy  road 
corridor like Pennant  Hills Road  a n d  the disruption to 
traffic a n d  transport  w o u l d  m a k e  final costs well 
above current  cost estimates. 
M y t h  6 -  T h e  t u n n e l  w i l l  b e  safe 
M a n y  examples f rom Europe, USA a n d  Australia, 
mos t  recently the Burnley Tunnel  fire i n  Melbourne, 
outline the dangers of accidents a n d  fires in  road  tun-nels. 

If built  this will be  the longest  road  tunnel in 
Australia a t  some 8.4km. W e  have  already h a d  a bomb 
scare o n  Pennant  Hills Road  o n  11Sep 07. Wha t  if this 
happened  i n  the tunnel? 

W h a t  is t he  Real  Solution 

l n  he r  recent review of the process to recommend the 
tunnel, The H o n  Marla Pear lman recognised the futil-ity 

of  the tunnel  proposal  a n d  stated that  it was  n o t  a 
long- term solution. Pear lman s tepped outside the 
n a r r o w  a n d  unsatisfactory terms of reference to rec-ommend 

that  ' a  t ype  C (Western) corridor be 
p l a n n e d  now' .  Federal Minister for Roads, Jim Lloyd 
in his 14 Sep 07 Media Release o n  the Pear lman Re-view, 

repeated this recommendation.  Pearlman ap-pears 
to unders tand  that  o n l y  a wes t e rn  route  will 

p rov ide  a real  solut ion fo r  t h e  m i s s i n g  l i n k  i n  the 
Nat iona l  Highway. 



What are the Benefits o f  a Western Option. 
1. It is a more  direct route  taking traffic f rom the M7 

a t  Dean  Park  nea r  Blacktown to the F3 a t  Kariong 
near  Gosford. This is where  traffic f rom the newly 
developing industrial, warehouse  a n d  distribution 
facilities i n  Western Sydney needs  to  go. With the 
closure of  Sydney Ha rbou r  as a work ing  port, more 
road  freight will  be  expected f rom the por t  of New-castle. 

2. It is some 20Icm shorter  t h a n  the proposed tunnel. 
3. It  by-passes mainly  residential suburbs a n d  avoids 

the steepest a n d  m o s t  congested sections of the M2, 
Pennan t  Hills Road  corridor a n d  the F3. 

4. It  is a surface r o a d  which  minimises the impacts of 
pollut ion a n d  noise, improves road  safety, a n d  re-duces 

congestion a n d  energy use  f rom heavy 
trucks. 

5. It requires a n e w  crossing of the Hawkesbury  River 
which  is essential for a g rowing  Sydney, especially 
w h e n  bushfires a n d  accidents frequently block the 
F3. This strategic n e e d  is widely recognised by 
m a n y  including Judy  Hopwood ,  Member  for 
Hornsby  i n  the N S W  Parliament. 

6. This n e w  bridge could b e  combined wi th  n e w  rail 
freight lines to avoid the need  for additional freight 
lines f rom Strathfield to  Hornsby.  The Main North 
Line is old infrastructure wi th  steep grades and 
t ight  curves mak ing  it  unsuitable for the modern 
long, fast freight trains. It is n o w  at  full capacity 
a n d  quadruplicat ion of the lines has  been  pro-posed. 

It m u s t  be  realised tha t  if the  proposed  tunnel  is built, 
the more  sensible Western option is unlikely to proceed. 
Federal Member  for Berowra,Philip Ruddock s tated a t  a 
public meet ing  i n  M a y  2005 that  there w o u l d  only be 
Federal funding  available for one option. 

What are the Health Risks o f  Road Tunnels. 

Heal th  experts are seriously concerned about  the  im-pact 
of  pollution a n d  toxic emissions concentrated in 

stacks f rom road  tunnels. It is k n o w n  that  this pollution 
is no t  dispersed into the air b u t  falls to  g r o u n d  a n d  is 
t hen  spread  b y  the prevail ing winds,  affecting people 
for some 2 k m  radius  f rom the  stacks. Stacks built for 
the Lane Cove a n d  M5 East tunnels  are inadequate  and 
far too short  to  disperse pollution. Residents of Beecroft 
a n d  Chel tenham together w i t h  ou r  neighbours i n  Pen-nant 

Hills, Thornleigh a n d  Normanhur s t  will suffer this 
pollution. N o t  only will people w h o  live a n d  work 
along the  corridor be  affected, there are some six high 
enrolment  schools a long the corridor so ou r  children's 
health will be  adversely affected. Research has  shown 
that  twice as m a n y  people  die i n  Sydney f rom the ef-fects 

of vehicle emission t h a n  f rom r o a d  accidents yet 
these social costs are n o t  considered w h e n  r o a d  tunnels 
are planned. 
Heal th  impacts of vehicle emissions include: 

• Cancer causing (carcinogenic) ul tra  fine parti-cles 
f rom diesel emissions 
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• Increased incidents of as thma a n d  lung  diseases 
• Increased risk of hear t  disease 

A CAUTIONARY TALE 

A s tudy  b y  Dr  Nicholas Mills a n d  others (in the New 
England Journal of Medicine o n  September 13, 2007) 
investigated w h y  exposure to traffic pollutants causes 
unfavourable responses in  the hear t  a n d  blood vessels. 

THE INSIDIOUS NATURE OF DIESEL FUMES - A 
brief outline o f  Dr Mills article 

Volunteers wi th  stable k n o w n  coronary hear t  disease 
h a d  their hear t  muscles, vessels a n d  clot-reducing 
agents moni tored while breathing dilute diesel exhaust 
fumes a t  a concentration routinely experienced when 
driving i n  traffic. 
The effect o n  the hear t  muscle w a s  measured  immedi-ately 

b y  ECG traces dur ing  the tests. Changes i n  calibre 
of the  vessels a n d  the tendency for clot-formation were 
measured  six hours  after the exposure. 
Researchers found that, w h e n  the  test participant was 
breathing diesel fumes, the hear t  w a s  less able to keep 
u p  w i t h  its oxygen requirements a n d  the  blood vessels' 
natural  defences against clot-formation were  reduced. 

Mills  f indings have an obvious significance for pub-lic 
health. The wor ld  health organization (WHO) esti-mates 

that  air pollution is responsible for 800,000 pre-mature 
deaths wor ldwide  each year. This s tudy  recom-mends: 

"Environmental health policy interventions 
targeting reductions i n  urban air pollution should be 
considered in order to decrease the risk o f  adverse car-diovascular 

events." 

Comment ing  o n  the s tudy ' s  findings, D r  Murray  A. 
Mit t leman (M.D., Dr.P.H.) sends  a simple cautionary 
message: 
Be careful where  y o u  exercise. 

AIR POLLUTION, EXERCISE, A N D  CARDIOVAS-CULAR 
RISK 

" A  recent scientific s tatement  f rom the American Heart 
Association concluded that  transient changes in air 
pollution are associated wi th  a short-term increased 
risk o f  cardiovascular disease and death." 

Perhaps  the contaminants cross the  l u n g  lining, a n d  get 
into the blood directly to  cause the harmful  effects. Per-haps 

l u n g  reflexes alter the  calibre of the  coronary ar-tery, 
increasing the risk of  irregular heartbeat  a n d  the 

risk of  dislodging plaque tha t  can  block the artery. Or 
the increased risk (which starts early a n d  can last for 
days) m a y  be  d u e  to stressed l u n g  tissue causing in-flammation 

elsewhere a n d  re-setting the blood's  ten-dency 
to  maintain clots. 

These acute responses to a n  episode of  particulate air 
pollut ion occur i n  addit ion to  a n y  chronic cardiovascu-lar 

problems arising f rom other background pollution. 



Whatever  the  mechanism migh t  be, the s tudy  suggests 
that  breathing h igh  levels of air pollution dur ing  exer-tion 

heightens the risk of triggering a s u d d e n  hear t  at-tack. 
The s t udy  specifically investigated the effect of 

concentrations of particles a n d  gases that  are typical of 
diesel fumes i n  u r b a n  traffic flows, o n  subjects w h o  had 
already suffered hear t  attacks of varying severity. 

Since a first hear t  attack can  be fatal a n d  since a 
predisposition towards  clot formation often goes 
unnoticed, e v e n  the fittest are wise to  avoid wherever 
possible any  unusua l  exertion close to  traffic. 

H o w  this is relevant to the proposed 'No Solution' 
tunnel l ink i n  the National Highway o f  the F3 and the 
M7 corridor. 

If heal th mat ters  to us, reductions i n  u r b a n  pollution 
m u s t  be  urgently achieved, n o t  merely considered. Die-sel 

fumes are a direct a n d  immediate threat  to  ou r  local 
community,  especially to those wi th  a history of heart 
disease. The inevitable traffic induction, increasing the 
number  of  diesel powered  heavy trucks for freight 
movements  a n d  their highly carcinogenic pollution has 
not  been proper ly  considered. Above all independent 
health authorities n e e d  to  keep  promot ing  the n e e d  to 
apply  the precautionary principle as a public health 
safeguard. Government  authorities (especially the NSW 
RTA) m u s t  a d o p t  the precautionary principle a n d  not 
wai t  for evidence to pile u p  of these adverse medical 
conditions which  can take u p  to  40 years to manifest. 

We have  a responsible, well  educated  communi ty  i n  the 
Nor th  West  area  of Sydney tha t  appreciates this issue. 
O u r  un ique  local envi ronment  a n d  heal thy lifestyle de-serve 

protection. As n o  leadership seems forthcoming 
o n  these critical issues f rom elected parliamentarians, 
the communi ty  needs  to demonstrate leadership from 
the grass roots. The Beecroft Chel tenham Civic Trust 
(BCCT) aims to  br ing into focus the under ly ing issues 
that  are dr iving projects i n  ou r  local area. A t  present, 
this process is clearly n o t  work ing  for communi ty  bene-fit 

Where do  our Elected Representatives Stand 

I n  a letter to the  Nor the rn  District Times, Sept 21, 2007, 
Hornsby  C W a r d  Councillor A n d r e w  Isaac, stated that' 
The M 2  to  F3 review w a s  a regurgi tated futile number 
crunching exercise which I believe fails the common 
sense rule. The review lacks engineering sense and 
robust  analysis for such  a n  impor tan t  national link. 
History will  j udge  harshly  those w h o  are push ing  for a 
tunnel. . .  .The Western Opt ion  linking the M7 to  the F3 is 
urgent ly overdue  a n d  n o t  i n  20 years time. It will 
provide a n  impor tant  r edundancy  i n  the  system b y  way 
of a second crossing a n d  another  rail l ink over the 
Hawkesbury.  Therefore, the  Western Opt ion makes 
good  engineering a n d  economic sense. When  it is to be 
done then  it  m u s t  be  done  r ight  the first time.' 
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Hornsby  M P  Judy H o p w o o d  has  always opposed  the 
tunnel  i n  favour of the Western Option. Baulkham Hills 
Council n o w  opposes the tunnel. Despite continued 
communi ty  representations, Federal Member  for 
Berowra, Philip Ruddock has  n o t  so far even mentioned 
this critical issue in  his recent electoral publicity. 

Unfortunately no t  all ou r  local politicians seem ready  to 
unders tand  the full implications a n d  adverse impacts 
the tunnel  proposal w o u l d  have  o n  ou r  electorate. We 
n e e d  robus t  a n d  vocal representation. The health and 
wellbeing of  residents a n d  children i n  o u r  suburbs de-pends 

o n  building the wes te rn  option as the  only solu-tion 
to the current  problems of  Pennant  Hills Road. The 

proposed  tunnel  wou ld  only aggravate these problems. 

So far some of ou r  elected representatives have  failed to 
engage wi th  the communi ty  they are m e a n t  to  repre-sent. 

W e  need a n d  deserve visionary leadership to solve 
these problems. Ask your representative to axe the No 
Solution Pennant Hills Road tunnel in favour o f  a real 
solution through the Western Corridor (Option C) 
route. Write to Philip Ruddock,  Federal  Member  for 
Berowra, P O  Box 1866, Hornsby Westfield 1635. 

The BCCT Groundstrilce DVD, based o n  the public meet-ing 
address  given b y  Dr  Ray Kearney o n  10 September 

2006 is available now. To order  y o u r  copy of the DVD 
for $20 please contact Malcolm Powell  98762980 or visit 
the Trust  website www.2119.org.au to  download  an  or-der 

form. M a p  of alternative Opt ion  C (Western) routes 
corridor for F 3 / M 2  connection is also available o n  the 
website. 

Before Supermarkets - 2 
PowelYs store 

No. 9 in a series of  articles on the history o f  Beecroft and 
Cheltenham 

From 1938 until  it closed about  1960, the major  grocery 
i n  Beecroft w a s  operated b y  Jack a n d  Birdie Powell. In 
1929 Jack Powell m o v e d  f rom the sou th  coast of New 
South Wales a n d  worked  for some years for his brother-in-law 

Thomas  Clark, who o w n e d  the  Beecroft grocery 
store on the corner of Mary  Street. After its sale Jack 
Powell  opened  a grocery store a t  103 Beecroft Road in  a 
former  butcher 's  shop. A few years later h e  built  a new 
two-storey double-fronted shop  a n d  a residence o n  a 
sloping site o n  Beecroft Road next to  the  post  office 
(now a restaurant). Behind the shop  w e r e  the family's 
l iving quarters  a n d  a storage area. There w a s  more  stor-age 

beneath,  accessed via a t rapdoor,  a n d  a garage for 
the n e w  v a n  Jack purchased. Above w e r e  bedrooms for 
the family of five. The shop  w a s  o p e n  five a n d  a half 
days  a week, a n d  Friday night  late shopp ing  w a s  intro-duced 

dur ing  the 1940s. The t w o  Powell  boys, Tom and 
Frank, he lped their parents  in the  shop  a n d  h a d  to lug 
bags of  wheat ,  chaff a n d  oats f rom the  storerooms. Two 
female sales assistants were  also employed  and  a man 




