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Re: Northconnex M1-M2 Project - SSI 13_6136 

As a family, we support the building of the Northconnex tunnel to reduce traffic on Pennant Hills Rd 
and to reduce travel time from the northern suburbs to southern suburbs of Sydney, however we 
have the following objections: 

The location of the ventilation stack at Woonona Avenue, approximately 500 metres from my house. 
I have 3 children who attend the Wahroonga Public School and will reside in the area 24 hours a day. 
We have attended the Community meeting at Pennant Hills Golf Club and the Air Quality Forum at 
Hornsby RSL and are very concerned about the unfiltered air discharged from the ventilation stack. 
We understand that the science/modelling/assumptions concludes that there is a low risk of 
exposure to human health, however the logic of 9km of exhaust fumes from approximately 100,000 
vehicles per day being exhausted through a ventilation stack 500 m from my house does not allow 
me to accept that there is low risk of impact to my kids health, when we will be exposed to the 
increase in vehicle emissions in our air over the long term. A research paper by Dr Gerda Kuschel 
1who spoke at the Air Quality Forum at Horsnby RSL stated that “the benefit of tunnel ventilation 
stack, is that they can be directed away from residential areas and sensitive receptors. I cannot 
understand why Northconnex has chosen a residential area such as Bareena and Woonona avenue 
as a location for the ventilation stack. Dr Kuschel also stated in another research study2 “that for 
every increase of five micrograms per cubic metre of PM2.5 (fine particles that are small enough to 
travel in the gas exchange between the lungs), the risk of lung cancer rose by 18%”. The EIS reported 
an increase in the 24 hours PM2.5 close to my house of 0.5 micrograms per cubic metre, which results 
in an increase of the risk of lung cancer to my family. 24 hour exposure is a short term assessment 
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and Northconnex cannot provide an accurate assessment of long term affects and the long term risk 
to my family. 

My children love to play in Carrington Park in Wahroonga, however I now understand that the rear 
of the park will be used as a truck depot and trucks/vehicles will travel between the site and the 
trucks compound. This will result in an increase in traffic noise to my family and a removal of a 
recreational facility only down the road from our house. 

 

A solution to the Northconnex proposed infrastructure would be the relocation of the Ventilation 
Stack further down thenM1 to an industrial area. 

Regards Declan Monahan 


