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3 Targeting of emission sources will provide ongoing improvement in air quality 
The statement that “

 is pure nonsense.  The very reason that we now have such tiny particulate matter is 
because the fuels have been so refined and vehicles have become so fuel efficient.  The better our technology, 
the tinier and more harmful the emissions will become.  The ONLY solution for this problem is to install well-
designed air filtration systems in the tunnels.  It is my opinion that the construction of tunnels without air filtration 
is tantamount to criminal neglect on the part of our Federal and State governments.  Where is their duty of care? 
 

Requirement 3 
 

The governments of Australia, both Federal and State, must comply with their duty of care and install air 
filtration systems in the NorthConnex twin tunnels and retrospectively fit air filtration systems into all 
existing tunnels. 
 

 
 
4 Health impact for those living close to tunnel exit portals 
“

  On what research of “world best practice” or “international standard” was this NorthConnex statement 
based?  On the internet, visit any international environment protection authority or government health research 
site to find ample evidence that this is statement is clearly nonsense.  Health systems around the world are 
clearly extremely concerned about the health impacts of traffic emissions. 
 
To quote from just one internet site: 
http://informahealthcare.com/iht   ISSN:0895-8373 (print), 1091-7691 (electronic) 

“Particulate matter beyond mass: recent health evidence on the role of fractions, chemical 
constituents and sources of emission.”  
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This is just one research paper from world-renowned research institutions based in The Netherlands, Germany 
and the United Kingdom.  The paper clearly states the growing volume of evidence to show that the assurances 
in the EIS of “world best practice” are complete nonsense.   Allowing the air pollutants from twin tunnels each 
nine kilometres in length to spew out over Sydney suburbs at just two unfiltered ventilation stacks IS NOT 
WORLD BEST PRACTICE. 
 

Requirement 4 
 

That the governments of Australia, both Federal and State, comply with their duty of care and properly 
investigate the adverse health effects of tunnel emissions. 
 
Requirement 5 
 

That the governments of Australia, both Federal and State, comply with their duty of care and ensure that 
all infrastructure planned for Australia is actually “world best practice” and in the best interest of 
Australians. 
 
Requirement 6 
 

 That the governments of Australia, both Federal and State, comply with their duty of care and use 
taxpayer funds to protect the health and environment of Australians before allowing for the profit 
considerations of business. 
 

 
 
5  Cost analysis of tunnel filtration systems. 
The M5 East air filtration system was not considered “value for money”. 
The filtration system was operating for only six hours each day in the ‘Trial’, yet over that short time it was 
removing a FULL TWO THIRDS of the pollutants from the filtered air!!   Given the volume of evidence on the 
adverse health effects of traffic emissions on human health, the public must be informed on the criteria used to 
assess the value for money. 
 
What criteria were used to decide what is “value for money”?    
Were the health and well-being of Australian citizens included in the cost analysis?   
Were hospital and medical costs included in the cost analysis?   
Did the Government consider its duty of care when making the decision to construct other unfiltered tunnels? 
 
Have these same cost analysis criteria been used in the decision not to filter the NorthConnex twin tunnels?   
Any cost benefit analysis must include social impact costs. 
  

Requirement 7 
 

That an independent authority undertakes a full cost analysis of the adverse health effects of polluted air 
from traffic emissions on human health. 
 
Requirement 8 
 

To comply with governmental duty of care, the filtration system in the M5 East tunnel must remain turned 
on to allow a FULL TWO THIRDS of the harmful air pollutants to be removed from the filtered air spewing 
into Sydney suburbs.  Consideration must be given to increasing the volume of air filtered and extending 
the daily length of time that the filtration system runs. 
 
Requirement 9 
 

All Australian road tunnels must be retrospectively fitted with air filtration systems. 
 

 




