
Dear Sirs,

I am writing to object to the proposal by NSW Fisheries for the 
development of commercial aquaculture leases in Jervis Bay .

If this proposal goes ahead it will have a detrimental effect on Jervis Bay forever.

I list below the reasons for my objection (which will be similar to other 
objections submitted):

1: 50 ha (122 acres) of submerged cable structure presents a real danger to 
recreational users of Jervis Bay. Entanglements of marine mammals (e.g. whales, 
dolphins) in aquaculture infrastructure are also known to occur.

2: There will be visual pollution presented by 50 ha (122 acres) of floating buoys.

3: NSW Fisheries indicated that commercial aquaculture on this scale was not 
financially viable. Therefore the developer, which will eventually hold these 
leases, will seek to maximise the leases to the full 440 ha (1087 acres). This 
is about 4 times the size of the whole Bayswood Vincentia development.

4: When Jervis Bay became a Marine Park, there was an allocation of 440 ha 
(1087 acres) for commercial aquaculture leases. It is obvious that any lease 
holder will seek to maximise their production. If we allow this 50 ha (122 acre) 
development, there is a real risk that we will end up with 440 ha (1087 acres) of 
aquaculture in the Bay within this decade.

5: Jervis Bay is a well known international sailing venue and has been for approx. 
30 years. Sailing and other recreational water-based activities such as scuba 
diving and kayaking, contribute significantly to the local and regional economy.
For instance in February 2014 it is estimated that sailing events alone, such as 
the Hobie World Titles, will contribute more than $1,000,000 to the local 
economy. The estimated gross turn over of the 
commercial aquaculture proposal of 50 ha, is a mere $173,000!!! Not only will 
the proposal contribute little to the local and regional economy, 
it may compromise attracting future national and international events such as 
the Hobie World Titles.

6: Jervis Bay has the "whitest sand in the world" and a number of the beaches 
have been recognised with “clean beach” awards. The Bay’s beaches are one of 
our major tourism drawcards and the pride of all that have the opportunity to 
enjoy them. Foreshore and beach litter is known to occur as a result of 
aquaculture activities. Our clean and white beaches should be preserved.

7: Jervis Bay is the last body of water in proximity to Sydney that has no 
commercial aquaculture leases in place. The Bay is well known for its high water 
quality. The community, and governments, have fought for generations to 
protect Jervis Bay and keep it free from primary industry.
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